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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
Sunday, December 6

10:30am via FBG Website, Facebook 
and Radio

Second Sunday of Advent: Peace
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Mark 1:1-8

Sermon: The Principal’s Office
Service Musicians: Vocare Youth 

Ensemble
Guest Soloist: Tyrese Byrd 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

I’ve always considered Matthew 
25 an Advent chapter. Matthew 
edits three parables together in 
this chapter. They all address 
a time of waiting…living ‘in 
the meantime.’ While there are 
multiple angles of interpretation 
regarding these parables, we’ll let 
them be Advent parables today…

The parable of the ten bridesmaids 
encourages us to ‘tend our 
vocations’ while we wait. 
Wedding time arrived and some 
bridesmaids were ready—others 
were not. Advent is a good time to 
evaluate our life’s work, our family 
connections, and the deepest 
friendships of our lives. How well 
are we tending our personal lives?

The parable of the talents sheds 
light on our relationship to our 
Lord. While I’m not fond of 
‘master’ language in biblical 
text and while I tend to lean 
toward the insights of liberation 
theology when interpreting 
these types of parables, today 
I’ll go the traditional route. God 

Sunday, December 6
9:30-10:15am 

Joint Advent Sunday School Series: A Conversation with Our Seminary Students— 
The Joy of Feeling Overwhelmed 

Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/fbgadventss
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has entrusted each of us within the 
community of faith with a measure of 
wealth and resource. The measures 
differ from person to person. Advent is 
a wonderful time to assess the level of 
our investment in ‘the master’s’ work. 
It’s the perfect time for me to remind 
you to be generous to your church’s 
budget and mission endeavors. 
Rather than simply tucking away more 
and more money for yourself and your 
personal endeavors, give a little more 
than you had planned to the work of 
the church this year.

Finally, the parable of the ‘least of 
these’ reminds me to care for all the 
needy of the world. Life isn’t just 
about me and my community—in the 
words of Jacob Marley (Ebeneezer 
Scrooge’s deceased business 
partner), “Humankind should be our 
business.” In this light, remember 
that we can help make Christmas 
brighter for families in our community 
this year through FBG’s MinisTREE. 
We’ve made online shopping easy 
(https://tinyurl.com/ministree20). Be 
sure to read the welcome message 
in order to understand the process 
AND how to let us know you’ve 
chosen a gift. If you’d rather choose 
an ornament from the tree, please 
stop by the church reception area 
(after December 1). Whether shopping 
online or in person, please be sure all AYMC Hours

AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 
Room are open by appointment 

only, Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon. 
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, appointments are available 

5-7pm.   
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com 

for appointment.

Advent Bookets
Please visit the church website 

homepage for the new in-house 2020 
book of Advent meditations. If you 
would like a paper copy, contact 

Kimberly Coates (kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128) to arrange a pick-up time.
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Wednesday, December 2
4:30-6:00pm
Family Christmas Kit Pick Up 
(Rotunda drive through)

Families of children and 
preschoolers (2s Sunday School 
class and older) who registered 
pick up their Family Christmas 
Kit. 

5:00-7:00pm 
High School Christmas Decorating 
Party (AYMC Terrace Level) 

Second Sunday of Advent, 
December 6
9:30-10:15am 
Joint Sunday School Series: A 
Conversation with Our Seminary 
Students—The Joy of Feeling 
Overwhelmed (Zoom: https://
tinyurl.com/fbgadventss)

10:30am (Virtual)
Join us online as we light the 
second candle of Advent and 
enjoy the music of the Vocare 
Youth Ensemble and Tyrese Byrd, 
guest soloist.

11:45am-12:30pm
Children’s Ministry Christmas 
Zoom Partypalooza! (Virtual)

Each party goer will get a  
PARTY IN A BOX for our time 
together. Sign up with Becky  
by December 3.

Wednesday, December 9
5:00-7:00pm 
Middle School Christmas 
Decorating Party (AYMC Terrace 
Level)

Thursday, December 10
6:00pm
The Bridge College-Aged & 
Young Adult White Elephant Gift 
Exchange (AYMC Terrace Level)

Bring a wrapped $5-$10 present 
to play. Help us pack “Survival 
Backpacks” as a service project 
for Pendleton Place Teen Center. 
Each backpack includes: 
winter-friendly accessories 
(gloves, beanie, hot hands), 
hygiene items (toothbrush, 
toothpaste, deodorant, soap) 
and nonperishable, individually-
wrapped food. We hope you will 
help us by donating these items. 
Please bring your donations to 
our Christmas gathering.

Third Sunday of Advent, 
December 13
10:30am
Be at Peace (Peace Center and 
Virtual)
Service of Lessons and Carols

Our annual Lessons and Carols 
Service will be shared from the 
stage of the Peace Center this 
year. Be At Peace...come and 
hear the Christmas story read 
and musically interpreted by 
our fellow church members and 
musicians. 

5:00-7:00pm
High School Christmas White 
Elephant (AYMC Terrace Level)

High school students will play a 
game of “classic” White Elephant. 
Bring a wrapped $5-$10 gift in 
order to play. 

Wednesday, December 16
5:00-7:00pm
Middle School Christmas White 
Elephant (AYMC Terrace Level)

Middle school students will play a 
game of “classic” White Elephant. 
Youth are asked to bring a 
wrapped, $5-$10 gift to play. 

Wednesday, December 16
6:15pm
Longest Night Service (Virtual)

If you are hurting, grieving, or 
simply need an extra measure of 
calm during these holy days, join 
us and allow the gentleness of 
this hour to minister to you.

6:00-9:00pm 
College Christmas Party 
(Fellowship Hall)

Bring a $5-$10 wrapped gift for 
a White Elephant Gift Exchange. 
RSVP by Monday, December 
14, at https://goo.gl/forms/
rsETxbDFqtoyj95F2

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
December 20
9:30-10:15am
Joint Sunday School Series: A 
Conversation with Our Seminary 
Students—Learning to Love 
Again (Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/
fbgadventss)
10:30am (Virtual)

Join us online as we light the 
fourth candle of Advent and enjoy 
the music of our Sanctuary Choir 
accompanied by string quartet 
and percussion.

6:00-8:00pm
Drive-through Candlelight Service

Join us any time 6:00-8:00pm 
for this slow drive around the 
luminary lit campus of First 
Baptist. You will enjoy candlelight, 
a Live Nativity, multiple 
caroling choirs, the receiving of 
communion, and Dr. Jim giving 
his annual gift to your children...
all without leaving the comfort of 
your car. This worship service is 
only available in-person...or in-car
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Advent and Christmas Services and Activities
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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You are invited to our Longest 
Night Service on Wednesday, 
December 16, at 6:15pm via 
Facebook Live or the church’s 
website. The Advent and 
Christmas Seasons are not 
always a time of peace and joy 
for everyone. For those who 
are hurting, grieving, or simply 
need an extra measure of calm 

during these holy days, join us 
for our Longest Night Service 
and allow the gentleness of this 
hour to minister to you. If you 
have a prayer request that you’d 
like for us to remember aloud 
as we light candles during the 
service, please submit it to kendra.
plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Alternatively, you may also submit 

a written prayer request in the 
prayer box by the labyrinth on the 
church campus anytime before the 
day of the service. Prepare your 
bread and cup for communion 
and join us virtually for this time of 
comfort and hope.

—The Pastoral Care Team (Kyle, 
Kendra, Camille, and Ryland)

PASTO
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As most of you know, Mittie Taylor has served our 
church through the ministries of the AYMC and 
other capacities for more than 22 years. Her ministry 
assistance responsibilities in the Youth department 
eventually grew into the broader work of leading 
the Activities and Youth Ministry Center to its 
present level of service to our congregation and our 
community. At the end of this year, Mittie will retire as 
the AYMC Director. In the coming days, please join us 
in thanking Mittie for her dedication to First Baptist 
Greenville!

It will be quite a challenge to fill Mittie’s shoes, but 
a search committee has been enlisted to seek our 
next AYMC Director. This will be a full-time position 
responsible for overseeing the day-to-day operations 
of the facility. Scheduling, marketing, accounting and 
the ability to integrate AYMC events into the larger 

philosophy of our church’s mission and ministry are 
just a few of the requirements. If you or someone you 
know would like more information about the position, 
please feel free to contact Matt Rollins or simply send 
resumes to the email address below.

Search Committee members are:
Sarah Byars, chair
Jim Dant
Ann Golden
Jenna Manning
Matt Rollins

Interested parties should send their resume to 
contact@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Happy retirement, Mittie!
—Jenna

Thank You, Mittie Taylor
RETIRING AS AYMC DIRECTOR

How Can We Be in Prayer for You?
C
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Thursday, December 24
5:00pm
Fireside Christmas Eve Service 
(Virtual)

Tune in as we welcome and 
celebrate the holiest night of the 
year beside the fireplace of our 
Church Parlor. Enjoy music from 
Amy Joye.

First Sunday of Christmas, 
December 27
10:30am (Virtual)

Christmas is not an ending; it is a 
beginning. Worship with us online 
as we celebrate the stories of 
Jesus’ infancy and childhood.

Epiphany Sunday, January 3
10:30am (Virtual)

Senior Minister Dr. Jim Dant 
and local Muslim scholar Dr. 
Akif Aydin will share a dialogue 
sermon that illuminates the way 
Mary, Jesus and the visit of the 
Magi connect our world.

Advent and Christmas Services and Activities, continued

mailto:kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:contact@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Meals to Go
Uptown Catering 
continues to provide 
meals to go as well 
as Wednesday Night 

Specials at FBG pricing! Visit their 
website (https:// theuptowncompany.
square.site/s/shop) to view their menu 
options. All meals will be available 
for drive-thru pick up at the kitchen 
door—you don’t even have to get out 
of your vehicle!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 11/30

Hospitals
Prisma-Greenville Memorial: Kent 
Brown

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
St. Francis-Downtown: Claudia 
Caldwell

Discharged
Mary Wylie, Hugh Hughes

Sympathy
…to Regenia McClain and family in the 
death of her father.
…to Carrie Rieder and family in the 
death of her grandfather.
…to the family of Carroll Rushing.
…to Elizabeth Jemison and family in 
the death of her niece.
…to Jennifer Stevenson and family in 
the death of her cousin.

Congratulations
…to Ashley and Sam Snelgrove on 
the birth of a son, Bennett Davis 
Snelgrove, on November 13, 2020.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 30-December 6
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

December 7-13
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call 

the Church Office, 864-233-2527, 
and leave a message by pressing 

the number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 11/28

$2,440,381

Receipts as of 11/30

$2,183,982 

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

12/2 4:30-6:00pm  Preschool and  
  Children Family Christmas Kit  
  Pick Up (https://forms.gle/ 
  YyWbbT3AiUY5QExg8) 
 5:00-7:00pm  High School  
  Christmas Decorating Party  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
12/6 9:30-10:15am  (Zoom)
  Joint Advent Sunday School  
  Series: A Conversation with  
  Our Seminary Students—The  
  Joy of Feeling Overwhelmed
  https://tinyurl.com/  
  fbgadventss
 10:30am  (Virtual) Second  
  Sunday of Advent
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:45am-12:30pm  (Virtual)
  Children’s Ministry Christmas  
  Zoom Partypalooza! 
12/9 5:00-7:00pm  Middle School  
  Christmas Decorating Party  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
12/13 10:30am (Peace Center and  
  Virtual)
  Third Sunday of Advent
  Be at Peace
  Service of Lessons and Carols

12/13 5:00-7:00pm  High School  
  Christmas White Elephant  
  Game (AYMC Terrace Level)
12/16 5:00-7:00pm  Middle School  
  Christmas White Elephant  
  Game (AYMC Terrace Level)
 6:15pm  Longest Night Service
  (Virtual)
12/18 6:00-9:00pm  College Christmas 
  Party (Fellowship Hall)
12/20 9:30-10:15am  (Zoom)
  Joint Advent Sunday School 
   Series: A Conversation with 
  Our Seminary Students— 
  Learning to Love Again
  https://tinyurl.com/  
  fbgadventss
 10:30am  (Virtual) Fourth   
   Sunday of Advent
 6:00-8:00pm  Drive-through  
   Candlelight Service
12/24 5:00pm  (Virtual) Fireside   
   Christmas Eve Service
12/27 10:30am ( Virtual) First Sunday  
   of Christmas
1/3 10:30am  (Virtual) Epiphany  
   Sunday
   Jim Dant and Akif Aydin,  
   Proclaimers

Rustlings, continued from page 1

gifts are delivered to or dropped 
off at the church (unwrapped) no 
later than December 15. This is a 
great way to spread God’s love to 
those who could use a little extra 
cheer during Christmas! Please 
contact Amy Joye at amy.joye@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-
2527 ext. 111 with any questions.

—Jim
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