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Prepare the House of the Lord
Prelude Partita on “Creator of the Stars of Night”  David Cherwien
  © 2018 Birnamwood Publications

 I. Creator of the stars

Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call.

 II. When this old world drew on toward night

When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in splendor bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child of Mary, blessed mother mild.

Lighting of Christ Candle and Placement of Bible  Sarah Richards and Becky Ramsey

Call to Worship  Becky Ramsey

Our souls magnify the Lord, 

And our spirits rejoice in God our savior. 

Jesus says: I am coming soon. The Word of God is coming to dwell among us.

Let us prepare a dwelling place for the Lord!

Scripture Psalm 122 Becky Ramsey 



Carol “Deck the Halls” Traditional

Welcome of Worshipers  Jim Dant

Paraments and Banners

Duet “Creator of the Stars of Night” Plainsong, Mode IV
  arr. Rickard Peek
  © 1986 Benjamin Press

Creator of the stars of night, the people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, the Savior of us all, we pray now hear us when we call.

At the great name of Jesus now, all knees must bend all hearts must bow,
And things celestial him must own, and things terrestrial, Lord alone.

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit Three in One,
Laud, honor, might and glory be from age to age eternally, Amen.

  – Medieval Latin Hymn, trans. J.M. Neale

Reading of the Colors  Tigist Campbell

Prayer of Dedication  Tigist Campbell



Advent Wreath

Musical Worship Partita on “Creator of the Stars of Night”  David Cherwien
  © 2018 Birnamwood Publications

 III. At your great name

At your great name, O Jesus now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things on earth with one accord, like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord.

Reading of the Advent Wreath  Avery Bryant

Lighting the Candle of Hope  Mary Carol Anderson

The world says, “All is lost.”

God says, “All is loved.”

The darkness says, “The light is dying.”

The light says, “The fire is catching.”

Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”

Hope says, “Wait, watch and listen.”

We light our first Advent candle,.

We pray for the holy hope of God.

Come now, O Child of Mary,

Come now, O Prince of Hope.

Advent Candle Song “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness” CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT



Prayer of Dedication  Avery Bryant 

Garlands

Carol “The Holly and the Ivy” Traditional English
  arr. Alice Parker/Robert Shaw
  © 1953 G. Schirmer, Inc.

The holly and the ivy, When they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood The holly bears the crown.

O the rising of the sun, And the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ, Sweet singing in the choir.

The holly bears a blossom, As white as the lily flow’r,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, To be our sweet Savior:

The holly bears a berry As red as any blood,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, To do poor sinners good.

The holly bears a bark As bitter as any gall,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, For to redeem us all.

Reading of the Garlands  Seanna Johnstone

Prayer of Dedication  Seanna Johnstone

  

Poinsettias

Duet “Come, Lord Jesus” Bobby Huguley
  © 1985 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Come, now Lord Jesus, Born to set your people free.
From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art.

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.



Born thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a king.
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal spirit, Rule in all our hearts alone.
By thine all-sufficient merit, Raise us to thy glorious throne.

  – Charles Wesley

Reading of the Poinsettias  Woods Russo

Prayer of Dedication  Woods Russo

Chrismon Tree

Reading of the Chrismon Tree  Janie McDonald

Lighting of the Chrismon Tree  Mary Carol Anderson

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning, and all things came into being through him.

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.

Prayer of Dedication  Janie McDonald

Carol “Arise, Your Light Has Come” David Danner
  © 1989 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP)

Wake, awake, for night is flying, The watchmen on the heights are crying;
Awake, Jerusalem at last. Midnight hears the welcome voices, 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices: “Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.

The bridegroom comes, Awake; Your lamps with gladness take!” 
Alleluia! Prepare yourselves to meet the Lord, 

Whose light has stirred the waiting guard.

Now let all the heav’ns adore you, 
And saints and angels sing before you, 

The harps and cymbals all unite.

Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, dwelling with the choir immortal 
We gather round your dazzling light. No eye has seen, nor ear 

Has yet been trained to hear. What joy is ours! 

Crescendos rise; Your halls resound; Hosannas blend in cosmic sound. 
Arise, O Jerusalem! Arise clothed in light! Your light has come, 

And the glory of God upon your hearts will shine. Alleluia! 



Preparing Our Hearts for the Lord

Scripture Isaiah 64:1-9 Jim Dant

Musical Worship Partita on “Creator of the Stars of Night” David Cherwien
  © 2018 Birnamwood Publications

 IV. Come in your holy might, we pray

Come in your holy might, we pray, redeem us for eternal day;
Defend us while we dwell below from all assaults of our dread foe.

Meditation The Attic Jim Dant 

Carol “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” ST. THEODULPH



Service and Fellowship of the Church  Jim Dant

Benediction  Jim Dant

Postlude Partita on “Creator of the Stars of Night”  David Cherwien
  © 2018 Birnamwood Publications

 V. To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally.
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