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October 5, 2020

WORSHIP
MidWeek Fellowship Live

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Wednesday, October 7
6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook
Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of Jesus:
The Teaching
Sunday, October 11, 2020
Be at Peace (Peace Center)
10:30am via Livestream, Facebook and
Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Philippians 4:1-7

Sermon: Speaking in Holy Generalities

Access Livestream here:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness
Room are open by appointment
only, Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday, appointments are
available 5-7pm.
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com
for appointment.

This past weekend, I traveled
for the first time since January.
I took all appropriate COVID-19
measures: sanitized before and
after fueling my car, was privileged
to have two nights lodging in a
safe and beautiful home, and
was masked during any contact
with other people. I was on
Pawleys Island to perform a small,
meaningful, beautiful wedding. In
the time before and between and
after rehearsal and service, I was
able to walk on an almost deserted
beach. I didn’t realize how much
I had missed that sound…that
wind…that smell…that sense of
peace I feel wandering a coastline.
I pondered the past, daydreamed
about the future, and spent a lot of
time mindful of the present. It was
nice to be at peace…
This coming weekend, our
congregation will have the
opportunity to ‘gather in person
for worship’ again. This is the
second Sunday of the month, and
we will once again take advantage

of the expanse and beauty of the
Peace Center downtown. You
should have already received
instructions for registration and
safety protocols. If you have not
yet made your reservation for
seats (completely free but must
be reserved), you may do so at
https://tinyurl.com/fbgpeace1011.
Last month’s service was so
meaningful, and the opportunity
to actually see each other was
nourishing. I hope this Sunday you
will BE AT PEACE.
Our text for this Sunday’s sermon
is Philippians 4:4-9. A portion of
this Sunday’s sermon will address
the idea of peace. For some of
you, I know some of the turmoil
you are carrying. For others,
you have understandably kept
the struggle of your life close
and hidden. Regardless of your
chosen path, I hope you will be
part of this worship hour. Allow the
music, the prayers, the sermons,
the daydreams, the ponderings,
the surroundings, the presence of
friends and the presence of God’s
Spirit to bring some measure of
peace to your life. This Sunday
morning…be at peace…
—Jim

Fall Programming Has Begun in a New Way
Children’s Choirs and Missions are on Zoom—Preschool @4pm, Elementary @5pm. Register
age 3-grade 5 to receive links: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/preschool-children-registration/
Middle and High School Youth are alternating Wednesdays and Sundays.
MidWeek Fellowship is shared via Facebook and Livestream.

CHURCH LIFE

Meet the
Staff

For the past several weeks you have had the opportunity to meet our church staff in
the pages of The Branch. This week, we meet our administrative staff. Each of these
individuals give oversight to a particular area of our church’s ministry and mission.

Jim Dant

Jenna Manning

Mittie Taylor

Dewanda Martin

Senior Minister

Church Operations
Coordinator

AYMC Director

First Baptist
Day School Director
of Operations

Jim Dant provides overall servantleadership and vision to our staff
and congregation.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIP

Jenna Manning brings to life our
Rules of Church order and other
governing policies. Committee
operations, deacon coordination,
ministry calendars, staff
coordination, and more are daily
managed from her office.

Mittie Taylor coordinates all
activities of the AYMC. This
includes usage by church
members, AYMC members, and a
multitude of groups that lease and
use our facilities.
Dewanda Martin, Kathy Stewart,
and Rosemary New direct the
staff and serve the students of
First Baptist Day School (FBDS).

Kathy Stewart

Rosemary New

First Baptist
First Baptist
Day School
Day School
Co-Director of
Co-Director of
Education Practices Education Practices

They have spent the last three
years giving oversight to the
consolidation and revision of
the school. Currently, they are
navigating the current COVID-19
context to ensure a safe quality
education for the FBDS students.

Trunk or Treat Changes for 2020
For the last several years, First Baptist has provided
a Trunk or Treat experience for the neighborhood
children of Nicholtown. We were the host for the first
two years, and all the children came to the parking
lot of First Baptist. Although the event was very
successful, we realized that we could reach more
children if we moved Trunk or Treat to the community
where most of the children lived. We were right: the
number of children served increased each year!
This year, due to COVID-19, we need to make
another change. Instead of having an in-person Trunk
or Treat, we will provide a Halloween Surprise for
all the children that are in afterschool programs at
the upper and lower buildings at the Phillis Wheatly
Community Center and the Nicholtown Community
Center on Rebecca Street.

We will prepare 120 candy bags and provide a Trick
or Treat bag for each child, so we will need lots of
treats. Please drop off bags of your favorite candy
and treats in the container at the front entrance of
the church. One hundred twenty bags seems like a
lot less candy than we’ve given out in years past, but
we want to send a full bag of treats with each child,
knowing it will be shared with others in the home.
Please consider helping again this year when,
for safety reasons, our traditional Trunk or Treat
cannot occur, but our connection to these families
is needed more than ever. All of your donations will
be greatly appreciated and a real TREAT for the
children in Nicholtown. Thank you in advance for your
participation again this year!
—Frank

These days, instead of enjoying community in our
physical small group spaces, greeting each other
as we find our pews, and gathering to volunteer or
meet on church grounds, we are logging in, zooming
in, and chatting in virtual hallways—and not just us
locals either. We are noticing many members and
visitors living outside of the Upstate of South Carolina
who are faithfully participating in the life of the
church.

If you would consider yourself someone living
at a distance from our physical location here in
Greenville who would like to become or remain
involved in the life of the church, please take a few
seconds to fill out this simple form, https://forms.
gle/13LToE3c7ozP1rKUA, letting us know whether
or not you would like to begin receiving information
about ministry and community opportunities specific
for distance members.

In this era of livestream worship and Sunday School
by Zoom, we are all “distance members,” but as a
staff, we acknowledge the different participation,
care and community needs that exist for those living
outside of the area. To help us with this ministry
effort, we want to establish appropriate lines of
communication with you, so that we can better relate
to and minister to you, even from a distance. Then,
when things return to normal, and our local members
can physically gather again, and you aren’t able, we
want to continue to be your church family.

Also, please feel free to respond directly to me by
email (matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com) with
any questions, ideas or updates you might want to
share.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Membership and Participation from a Distance

Thank you!
Peace and Grace,
Matt Rollins and the Ministerial Staff at
First Baptist Greenville

Sunday Drive
CHILDREN

Enjoy these photos from our
Sunday Drive service! Thank
you, Sarah Farrar, Beth Holder,
Todd Ramsey and Cherington
Shucker for sharing them with
us!
—Becky

(service links on church website)

Care List as of Morning, 10/5

Financial Needs as of 10/3

Hospitals

$2,024,997
Receipts as of 10/1
$1,831,287

St. Francis-Downtown: Al Bell

Rehab

Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard

Discharged
Phil Thompson, Mike Parker

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
October 5-11
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
October 12-18
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Sympathy
…to Betty Davis and family in the
death of her sister.
…to the family of Ben Willingham Jr.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).
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Uptown Catering continues to
provide meals to go as well as
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All
meals will be available for drive-thru
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t
even have to get out of your vehicle!

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Meals to Go

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

10/7 4:00pm Preschool Choir/		
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir/
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Middle School Youth
			(AYMC)
6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of
		 Jesus: The Teaching
10/11 10:30am Be at Peace (Peace
			Center)
		 Proclaimer: Jim Dant
4:15pm Vocare (Fellowship
		Hall)
5:00pm High School Youth
		(AYMC)
10/14 4:00pm Preschool Choir/		
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir/
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Middle School Youth
		(AYMC)
6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of
			 Jesus: The Retreat

10/18 10:30am Proclaimer: Jim Dant
4:15pm Vocare (Fellowship
		Hall)
5:00pm High School Youth
		(AYMC)
10/21 4:00pm Preschool Choir/		
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir/
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm High School Youth
		(AYMC)

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events
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