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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
MidWeek Fellowship Live

Wednesday, September 30
6:15pm via Livestream and  

Facebook
Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of Jesus: 

The Ministry

Sunday, October 4, 2020
World Communion Sunday

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook and 
Radio

Proclaimer: Camille Loomis Rehnborg
Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46

Sermon: First Plural

Access Livestream here: 
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

I guess it is time for a confession…
and the accompanying 
challenge…

The confession… I sat down at the 
piano last week for the first time 
in twenty-three years. I adjusted 
the stool, placed my fingers above 
the keys in middle C position, and 
attempted to play a scale. One 
hand was doable—not particularly 
musical, but doable. Two hands 
in either simultaneous or opposite 
directions… well… sloppy at 
best. I opened several old books 
to reacquaint my fingers with the 
notes of Bach, Chopin, Gillock 
and Clementi. To put it simply, 
they were all train wrecks. Trying 
not to take myself too seriously, 
I blundered through the first few 
measures of several pieces, 
laughed at my present skill level, 
and left the keyboard… until the 
next day… and the next…

The challenge… My birthday 
gift to myself was permission 
to reacquaint myself with the 

piano. Yes, there are the regrets 
of years gone by—years I could 
have spent practicing and 
playing and improving. Years that 
allowed past progress to slowly 
fade away. There is inevitable 
awkwardness. My fingers do not 
find keys accurately or in good 
time. Notes are not played with 
clarity or consistency. Melodies 
do not quite sound like melodies 
yet. (The awkwardness does not 
bother me at home, but I’ve been 
playing in the Sanctuary too. When 
someone else ‘hears or sees’ your 
awkwardness, it is elevated to 
stymying degrees! I just laugh!)

I’m wondering… from what have 
you stepped away? Have you ever 
wanted to reclaim it? Have you 
avoided reengagement because 
of time or regret or awkwardness? 
I often hear people say, “I used 
to attend church, Sunday School, 
MidWeek service, but….” (You 
can fill in the blank: Life got too 
busy. Someone offended them. 
It began to feel irrelevant.) These 
same people often express 
a desire to reconnect to their 
faith. I understand that. I’ve 
been strangely drawn back to 
the piano… and it’s not near as 
embedded as my faith. Today is 

Fall Programming Has Begun in a New Way

Children’s Choirs and Missions are on Zoom—Preschool @4pm, Elementary @5pm. Register  
age 3-grade 5 to receive links: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/preschool-children-registration/

Middle and High School Youth are alternating Wednesdays and Sundays.

MidWeek Fellowship is shared via Facebook and Livestream.

continued on page 4

AYMC Added Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 
Room are open by appointment 

only, Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon. 
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday, appointments are  
available 5-7pm.   

Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
for appointment.

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/preschool-children-registration/
mailto:aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Please remember these members of our congregation 
celebrating birthdays in October:
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Happy Birthday!

Meet the Staff
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This week, please take time to get to know these members 
of our staff who provide pathways of spiritual development 
for the varied members of our church. Individually, 
they primarily address particular age-groups within the 
congregation. Collectively, however, they work together 
to provide a graceful, thoughtful, credible approach to 
growing in our relationship with and understanding of God 
and the church.

Matt Rollins

Minister of Spiritual Formation and 
Outreach

Matt Rollins gives oversight and 
direction to the Spiritual Formation 
Ministry of First Baptist. Through 
a variety of outreach ministries, he 

helps usher newcomers into the church. Once here, he 
ensures each member has access to spiritually formative 
opportunities: Sunday School, retreats, support groups, 
etc.

Becky Ramsey

Minister to Children

Becky Ramsey serves as our Minister 
to Children. Becky oversees a variety 
of programs—classroom, special 
activities, camps, parental counsel, 
worship participation, retreats 

and more—designed to encourage the healthy spiritual 
development of our children.

Juli Morrow

Minister to Preschoolers

Juli Morrow welcomes every newborn 
into the family of First Baptist 
Greenville. Through her supervision 
of nursery staff and collaboration 
with the broader ministerial staff, 

she ensures our church intentionally provides ministry to 
preschool children and their families. Juli also administers 
our Protecting Our Children program.

Sarah Ramsey-Smith

Director of Special Needs Ministry

Newly hired, Sarah will give direction 
to our church’s overall approach to 
children with special needs. She has 
already begun the task of contacting 
families and envisioning the best 

practices of spiritual development with these treasured 
children.

Jennifer Craig

Ministry Assistant

Jennifer provides administrative 
assistance to the ministers and 
program directors in the area of 
Outreach and Spiritual Formation. 

October 5
Teresa Gray
107 Ladykirk Lane
Greer, SC 29650

October 13
Ron Buff
The Phoenix at Greer
715 S. Buncombe Road
#19
Greer, SC 29609

October 27
Carroll Rushing
The Cascades
10 Fountainview Terrace
#201
Greenville, SC 29607



These smiling eyes don’t lie. Caleb and I 
are excited to announce that the AYMC 
hours have been extended. Starting 
September 28, in addition to Monday-
Friday, 8am-12noon, we will be open 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 
5-7pm. With the days growing shorter 
and cooler, we want to be available for 
you to continue exercising and working 
on your fitness goals. As has always 
been the case these past four months, 
it will be by appointment only at the top 
of each hour. Please contact aymc@
firstbaptistgreenville.com to schedule.

In the meantime, enjoy these photos of 
some of our regulars doing their thing 
on the walking track and in the fitness 
room.

—Mittie

In the spring of 2017, a group of First 
Baptist Greenville members and staff 
participated in the annual Alliance of 
Baptists Gathering in Raleigh.  
This was one of the more memorable 
Alliance gatherings I have attended 
over the years, largely because 
of the keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. 
William Barber II. Dr. Barber is a 
minister and political activist in 
North Carolina. Now you and I have 
the opportunity to hear Dr. Barber 
address Alliance congregations and 
supporters in a virtual gathering on 
Saturday, October 10, from noon-
1:30pm. The gathering is free, but 
registration is required to access the 
Zoom link. I hope you will read more 
in the invitation about how you can 
participate in this special event.

—Laura

AYMC Pulse
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Fall Gathering—Alliance of Baptists
AYM

C

Join the Alliance of Baptists on 
October 10 for Devoted to Justice, 
the Alliance’s fall online gathering. 
This 90-minute online gathering 
will focus on liberation and justice 
in our current climate and will 
feature keynote speaker the Rev. 
Dr. William Barber II. The program 
will provide the opportunity 
for inspiration, reflection, and 
connection, along with a chance 
to check-in with your Alliance 
family and to hear the state of the 

Alliance in these unprecedented times. Register here: https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcOmqqDItHtJVfp_
piahUwWBt5D5laJgg.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcOmqqDItHtJVfp_piahUwWBt5D5laJgg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcOmqqDItHtJVfp_piahUwWBt5D5laJgg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcOmqqDItHtJVfp_piahUwWBt5D5laJgg
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/28

Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown: Phil Thompson

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard

Sympathy
…to Helen Irby and family in the death 
of her brother.
…to Daniel Moniot and family in the 
death of his father.
…to Carmen Gravlee and family in the 
death of her grandmother.
…to Mike Houston and family in the 
death of his mother.
…to Carolyn Godsey and family in the 
death of her brother-in-law.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 28-10/4
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
October 5-11

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 9/26

$1,973,074

Receipts as of 9/18

$1,762,516

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(links on church website)

9/30 4:00pm  Preschool Choir/  
   Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir/ 
   Missions (Zoom)
  High School Youth (AYMC)
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
   Jim Dant—In the Footsteps  
   of Jesus: The Ministry
10/4 10:30am  World Communion  
   Sunday
  Proclaimer: Camille Loomis  
   Rehnborg
 4:15pm  Vocare (Fellowship  
  Hall)
 5:00pm  High School Youth  
   (AYMC)
10/7 4:00pm  Preschool Choir/  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir/ 
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Middle School Youth  
   (AYMC)
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
  Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of  
  Jesus: The Teaching

Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to 
provide meals to go as well as 
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG 
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All 
meals will be available for drive-thru 
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t 
even have to get out of your vehicle!

10/11 10:30am  Be at Peace (Peace  
   Center)
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 4:15pm  Vocare (Fellowship  
  Hall)
 5:00pm  High School Youth  
  (AYMC)
10/14 4:00pm  Preschool Choir/  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir/ 
  Missions (Zoom)

a great time to wander back into 
the church. Most services and 
classes are held online. When we 
do gather again, everyone will in 
essence be ‘coming back.’ I would 
suggest you lay down the regret, 
laugh at the awkwardness, and 
start again. I’m having a great 
time. You will, too.

—Jim

World Communion 
Sunday

Get the bread and cup ready for 
World Communion Sunday on 

October 4!

Rustlings, , continued from page 1
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