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WORSHIP
MidWeek Fellowship Live

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Wednesday, September 23
6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook Live
Jim Dant—In the Footsteps of Jesus:
The Galilee
Sunday, September 27, 2020
10:30am via Livestream, Facebook Live
and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Matthew 21:23-32
Sermon: Breaking Line

Access Livestream here:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Access Facebook Live here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

AYMC Updates
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness
Room are open by appointment only,
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com
for appointment.

I have multiple friends (which in and
of itself is a blessing) who daily journal
their gratitudes. Each evening, as they
reflect upon their day, they list three
or four or five things for which they
are grateful. I’m writing on Sunday
evening, September 20, and reflecting
on today’s events. Allow me to share
three gratitudes with you…
1) I am grateful for a church
congregation that values all people
and the gifts they bring to the world.
Darby Wilcox shared her music, her
story, and her thoughts with us this
past Sunday morning. She is one in a
long list of guest musicians and artists
who have graced our Sanctuary. Their
wisdom is not always traditional, and
their message is often couched in a
language or style that is not typical
of mainline worship and orthodoxy,
but we value their voice and their
essence. These moments have
enriched both us and the artist. It has
kept us uniquely connected to the
world outside our walls.
2) I am grateful for a church that
practices generosity. Thank you—
from my heart and from the heart
of United Ministries—for all the fruit

you donated on Sunday and the
days surrounding. We broke our
record for the annual ‘Jim’s Birthday
Fruit Gathering!’ The cans haven’t
been counted yet, but the truck bed
was full, and the United Ministries
representatives were smiling. Best of
all, those who need these resources
will be fed. In the larger arena of
giving, your faithfulness through the
Summer allowed us to fully fund
all ministries and missions of our
church. Generosity is a lifestyle—a
faith expression—and it is one our
congregation practices well.
3) I am grateful for a church that is
patient, receptive and relaxed. We
gathered this evening at the Greenville
Drive Stadium—Flour Field—for a
worship service infused with children,
jazz music, and rolling down a grassy
hill. This follows a Sunday at the
Peace Center and months of Sundays
online. We are doing our best to
slowly and intentionally find ways to
gather that are as safe as possible
and as inclusive as possible. We have
prayerfully worked to shape these
gatherings in creative and meaningful
ways. We’ve had our glitches and
inconveniences, but you have truly
been patient, receptive and relaxed. I
hope you’ve been nourished as well.
So…after a long, wonderful day with
church family…I just want to say,
‘Thank you.’
—Jim

Fall Programming Has Begun in a New Way
Children’s Choirs and Missions are on Zoom – Preschool @4pm, Elementary @5pm. Register
age 3-grade 5 to receive links: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/preschool-children-registration/
Middle and High School Youth are alternating Wednesdays and Sundays.
MidWeek Fellowship is shared via Facebook and Livestream.

CHURCH LIFE

Deacon Nominating Committee Announcement
The Deacon Nominating
Committee invites all church
members to submit names of
servant leaders for consideration
to serve on the Diaconate. This
group of sixteen individuals will
begin their three-year term on
January 1, 2021. The Deacon
Nominating Committee has agreed
to consider all nominees based on
the Scripture references found in
the Rules of Church Order: John
13:1-15 and Romans 12:1-18.
From John 13:1-15: …And during
supper Jesus… poured water into
a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them
with the towel that was tied around
him…. After he had washed their
feet, had put on his robe, and
had returned to the table, he
said to them, “…if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one

another’s feet. For I have set you
an example, that you also should
do as I have done to you.”
From Romans 12:1-18: I appeal
to you therefore, brothers and
sisters, by the mercies of God,…
Let love be genuine; hate what is
evil, hold fast to what is good; love
one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing
honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice
in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to
the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. Bless
those who persecute you; bless
and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony
with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay anyone

evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it
is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all.
The committee has agreed on the
following additional criteria:
• Members with active church
participation, dedication, service
and financial support are eligible.
• The committee will work to
balance the new slate of deacons
to represent the diversity of the
congregation.
• Deacon Nominating Committee
members and their spouses are
not eligible.
• Neither full-time nor part-time
church staff members are eligible.
• Spouses of full-time church staff
are not eligible.
• Spouses of part-time church staff
are eligible.

continued on page 4

PASTORAL CARE

Sign Up Now: Grief Support Group Led by Kendra
SIX MONDAYS, OCTOBER 5-NOVEMBER 9, 4–5 PM, VIA ZOOM
It’s always hard to lose a loved one, but with the
restrictive reality of the COVID-19 pandemic, this
year has been an extraordinarily hard time to say
our good-byes. From restrictions on hospital and
nursing home visits to restrictions on funerals and
gatherings, we haven’t been able to grieve those we
loved in the ways we always imagined we would.
Research shows over and over again that the best
ways to move through a season of grief always
include a community of support and understanding.
We are social creatures, and we grieve socially and
need that connection to other humans in our times
of suffering. That’s why I’m so excited to begin our
annual Grief Support Group on October 5! This
year, I’ll be convening and leading our Grief Support
Group via Zoom instead of meeting in person. This
will allow all our participants to join virtually from a

place that feels safe to them and will hopefully open
up access to folks who may not be able to drive.
I invite you, if you have lost a loved one within the
last year or so, to email or call me to sign up and be
a part of this group. We will do a “test-run” the day
before our first meeting for anyone who would like to
make sure their technology is working appropriately!
Then we’ll meet together via Zoom for six Mondays
in a row, working our way through conversations,
educational materials, and exercises built to facilitate
our processing of grief. Please let me know of
any questions you have, and don’t forget to email
(kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com) or call
(233-2527 ext.104) to sign up—spaces are limited.
Please sign up by September 28!
I’m looking forward to this meaningful time with you!
—Kendra

PRESCHOOL-CHILDREN

Party at the
Drive Through
Enjoy these photos from our recent
Drive Through Party given by the
Preschool and Children’s Ministries.
Even a dragon and a hippo showed
up for the fun!
—Juli and Becky

A Different Kind of Beginning
began the school year with our
yearly staff retreat, led by Jim
Dant. Our welcoming process
looked different this year with
families participating in either a
yard home visit or a virtual home
visit. Individual families were also
invited to visit the classroom
before school began on August
26. Each class had a Zoom Parent
Meeting before school began.

Every year, we have a schoolwide thread of interest. This year’s
thread is “Relationship, Creativity,
and Joy…Through a New Lens.”
As we navigate a different kind
of school year, our teachers,
children and families are being
very creative in the ways they are
working as a school.
—Kathy, Dewanda and Rosemary

FBDS

First Baptist Day School has
gotten off to a good start! We
have put many health and safety
guidelines in place to ensure that
we provide as safe and healthy of
an environment as we can during
this COVID-19 time. Teachers,
children and parents seem to be
quite happy to be back into our
school routine, having been out
since mid-March. Our teachers

(links on church website)
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Care List

Care List as of Morning, 9/21
Rehab
NHC-Greenville: Joan Garrett
Woodlands at Furman: Doris Clanton
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard

Discharged
Parker Tollison, Julius Earle

Sympathy

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
September 21-27
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
September 28-October 4
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”
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Uptown Catering continues to
provide meals to go as well as
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All
meals will be available for drive-thru
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t
even have to get out of your vehicle!

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street
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Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 9/19

Meals to Go

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

9/23 4:00pm Preschool Choir/		
		 Missions (Zoom)
4:15pm Vocare, High School
			(Sanctuary)
5:00pm Elementary Choir/
			 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Middle School Youth
			(AYMC)
6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
			 Jim Dant—In the Footsteps
			 of Jesus: The Galilee
9/27-10/4 Host IHN Guests Virtually
9/27 10:30am Proclaimer: Jim Dant
4:15pm Vocare, Middle School
			(Sanctuary)
5:00pm Middle School Youth
			(AYMC)
5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends
			 Support Group (Parlor)
9/30 4:00pm Preschool Choir/		
			 Missions (Zoom)
4:15pm Vocare, High School
			(Sanctuary)
5:00pm Elementary Choir/
			 Missions (Zoom)
		 High School Youth (AYMC)

9/30 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
			 Jim Dant—In the Footsteps
			 of Jesus: The Ministry

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events

…to Caprice Alexander and family in the
death of her son.
…to Barbara and John Block in the
death of their grandson.
…to Julie Tollison and family in the death
of her nephew.
…to Eric Coleman and family in the
death of his grandmother.
…to Judy Wimmer and family in the
death of her sister.

Introducing
Mary Jo Dorogi, 9 Goldeneye Drive,
Topsham, ME 04086, joined FBG on July
2, by statement of previous profession
of faith and baptism from another
denomination. Mary Jo is retired.

Deacon, continued from page 2
Please submit nominations to Jenna
Manning by Sunday, September 27,
2020. Nominations should include
a brief statement of each nominee’s
qualifications and include your
contact information. Nominations
can be made by written letter
or by email to jenna.manning@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.
The Deacon Nominating Committee
includes:
Charles McDonald, chair
Pam Jones, chair-elect
Becky Bouton
Bob Cloaninger
Greg Crowe
Susan Dodson
Brandt Gilbert
Matt Good
Jane Watkins

