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August 17, 2020

WORSHIP

United Ministries Needs Fruit

MidWeek Fellowship Live
Wednesday, August 19

6:15pm via Livestream and  
Facebook Live

Jim Dant—You’ve Got Mail!  
(Philippians 4)

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 23, 2020

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook Live 
and Radio

Summer Music Sunday
Artist: Kyle Matthews

Scripture: Psalm 36:7-9;  
Romans 12:9-21

Sermon: Love Lessons

Access Livestream here: 
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

Access Facebook Live here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

August Missions Focus
Visit the School Tools website (https://

tinyurl.com/schooltools20) to learn 
more about this year’s School Tools 
program and how to get involved. 

Protecting Our Children
Review the policy and find the 

screening form and DSS Consent 
form at https://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/protecting-our-children.

Hold on Loosely—the 1981 rock hit 
by 38 Special—was blaring on my 
radio as I drove to work this morning. I 
bobbed my head, rhythmically patted 
the steering wheel, and mentally 
concurred with the good bit of advice. 
We tend to hold more tightly during 
a crisis. If we are falling on our bikes, 
riding a roller coaster, or anticipating 
an inevitable auto accident, we tend 
to tighten up. This tightening adds 
to the possibility of strain and injury. 
Most sports physiologists would 
advise us to hold on loosely during a 
crisis or crash. 
While many people may be ‘tightening 
their grip’ during these COVID-19 
Crisis Days, I want to encourage you 
to hold on loosely. Continue to live 
a generous life in your world and 
community. Here are a few ideas:
1) Hospitals are in need of blood. First 
Baptist is sponsoring a blood drive on 
Sunday, August 30, 1:00-5:00pm. The 
Blood Connection will have a mobile 
collection unit in our Narthex circle 
during those hours. You may give the 
gift of blood, and they will provide 
free COVID-19 antibody testing for 
all donors.  As part of our safety 
protocols, the building, including 
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restrooms, will be closed and 
space will be limited, so make your 
appointment here: https://donate.
thebloodconnection.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/150937
2) Remember my birthday is right 
around the corner—September 22. 
This year, on Sunday, September 20,  
our Missions and Affiliations 
Committee will place a large barrel 
in the breezeway between the 
Rotunda and the Fellowship Hall. I’m 
encouraging you—as a birthday gift 
to me—to come by between 1:00 and 
4:00pm to drop off fruit for United 
Ministries. I’ll be in the breezeway to 
greet you and receive any other well 
wishes you might want to share.
3) I think everyone is aware that 
November 3 is Election Day. The 
COVID-19 crisis has reduced the 
number of persons willing to be poll 
workers. As a Baptist minister, I am 
fully committed to the separation of 
church and state. You will never hear 
me endorse a candidate or political 
party from the pulpit. I will, however, 
encourage you to exercise your 
freedom to vote, and I will encourage 
you to help ensure that right for 
others. You can apply to be a poll 
worker at this link (https://noexcusesc.
com/apply-to-be-a-poll-manager/) 
and assure your fellow citizens have 
easy access in the expression of their 
rights and opinions.
Hold on loosely. Live generously. 

—Jim

Thank you for your continued generosity in providing canned fruit for our neighbors through the 
United Ministries food pantry! You may now order and ship from home by shopping from the United 
Ministries Amazon wishlist: https://tinyurl.com/uminfruit. We will continue collecting on Wednesdays 

10am-6pm until further notice in the covered drive-through between the Rotunda and the 
Fellowship Hall. You may also deliver directly to United Ministries from 8am-noon Monday-Friday at 

606 Pendleton Street.
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Every summer, just before 
Promotion Sunday, the Spiritual 
Formation Committee and I 
treat the leaders and teachers 
of our adult Sunday School 
classes to a nice hot breakfast 
in the Fellowship Hall. This is our 
meager way to show our deep 
gratitude for the happy burden 
they help carry in providing much 
needed smaller community within 
the larger church. Unfortunately, 
this year a nice hot breakfast 
in the Fellowship Hall is not an 
option, so instead, I am providing 
“food for thought” in the form of 
a helpful top ten list.

Top Ten Ways to Respond to 
“You’re scheduled to teach this 
morning, right?” (when you’ve 
completely forgotten to prepare a 
lesson):

10) “Was that teaching schedule 
ever confirmed? I thought that 
was just a rough draft.”

9) (Furrow your brow and say) 
“Wait, what’s today’s date?”
8) “I thought today we’d spend 
some time in prayer and just 
let the Holy Spirit guide us this 
morning.”
7) “You know, we haven’t had 
a class planning session in a 
while...”
6) “Matt never sent me the link 
to the lesson. Is he on vacation 
again?”
5) “Matt never sent me the.... 
okay, I forgot.”
4) “Aren’t all the classes meeting 
together in the Fellowship Hall 
today?” (not applicable during 
pandemics)
3) “You know, I haven’t been 
happy with the curriculum that 
Matt recommended. Can we 
talk about other options this 
morning?”
2) “I’m just having major Zoom 
fatigue lately and felt bad asking 
someone to fill in at the last 
minute.” (applicable during 
pandemics only)

1) “Wait, didn’t you and I switch 
for this Sunday?”

To all of the Leaders and 
Teachers of our adult Sunday 
School classes:

Thank you for the time and 
energy you invest in your class’s 
health and wellbeing, for the 
emails you send, for the lessons 
you teach, for the welcoming 
environment you foster for 
visitors, for the care that you 
give to your class members, for 
modeling what it is like to walk 
alongside others on their faith 
journeys, for having the courage 
to look for and crack open 
5-pound biblical commentaries 
when necessary, for figuring 
out Zoom, and basically for 
embodying the spirit of the 
people of God at First Baptist 
Greenville.

You are much loved and 
appreciated!

—Matt and the Spiritual 
Formation Committee
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On the afternoon of July 24, the rain couldn’t keep away 
First Baptist Senior Adults and Neighborhood Partnership 
friends. The downpour let up just in time for the drive-
through, socially-distanced frozen yogurt party, so we 
could see the smiling faces of friends—even behind the 
masks. The Senior Adult Committee gathered under the 
breezeway to hand out the TCBY frozen yogurt on trays 
and donned themselves in homemade sandwich boards 
of posters featuring pictures of smiling faces at activities 
and gatherings, along with sayings of encouragement. We 
would like to thank all of the volunteers, led by Jo Carson, 
and Nancy Kirby for making the sandwich boards. Thanks 
also to the Deatons and TCBY for bringing the frozen 
yogurt and serving. We can’t wait to fellowship in person 
again, but for now it’s like sunshine to the soul to have 
connections to our church family.                     —Shanda

Frozen Yogurt Party

Thank you, 
Teachers!
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The pandemic has presented us with quite the 
challenge in Pastoral Care. Our work is all about 
bringing people together for the help, healing 
and encouragement that can only come from 
interpersonal human contact. Companionship! 
COVID-19 has been a very real nemesis trying to 
keep us apart! As isolated as you may have felt lately, 
just imagine if you were no longer able to drive, or 
if you were too immuno-compromised to get out of 
house, or if you were too vulnerable to risk even a 
visit from your family members!

We want our homebound members and those in 
assisted living facilities to know that they are not 
forgotten. We may be restricted from visiting in 
person, but we have not stopped thinking about 
them, praying for them, or loving them as part of our 
church family. We wanted to make that message 
clear in tangible ways, so we compiled and delivered 
a kind of “COVID-19 Survival Kit” for them—gift bags, 
essentially—full of little items that seem timely: a 
COVID-19 mask, hand sanitizer, and hand lotion to 
repair the skin irritated by the hand sanitizer! 

We included some fun goodies, 
of course, and we made sure 
there was lots of spiritual 
encouragement: artwork from 
our children, a blessing from 
Kendra, a hand-knitted prayer 
cloth from our Knitting Group, a 
smooth wooden cross from our 
woodworkers, a list of better-
than-average COVID-19 jokes! We also invited further 
conversation by including a new church directory 
and a pre-paid, self-addressed envelope for them to 
return to us a prayer request card and a survey about 
their technical needs as they try to stay connected 
with us as a “virtual church.” Those communiques 
are trickling in, and it’s gratifying for our many 
volunteers in this effort to know that our message 
was received.  

It’s so easy to think only about ourselves, isn’t it, 
but when we ask the question: “Who needs what I 
have to offer?” we not only encourage others, we 
find the path Jesus sets before us—out of the mire 
of self-concern and toward true freedom—even in a 
pandemic!  

—Kyle

COVID-19 Survival Kits
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 8/17

Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown: Brenda 
Ballard
Prisma-Greenville Memorial: Doris 
Clanton, Grace Landis

Rehab
Rolling Green: Glenda Ehrmann
Gables on Pelham: Fran Jones
NHC-Greenville: Joan Garrett

Discharged
Rosalind Tedards, Tina Bailey, Pat 
Stephens

Sympathy
…to Karen Childers in the death of 
her father.

…to the family of Bill Black.

…to Susan Stengl Shelley and family 
in the death of her grandmother.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 17-23
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)
August 24-30
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 8/15

$1,661,536

Receipts as of 8/14

$1,553,748

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Internet 
Events

(links on church website)
8/19 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Bible Study—Jim Dant,
  You’ve Got Mail!: Philippians 4
8/23 10:30am  Summer Music   
  Sunday 
  Proclaimer and Soloist:  
  Kyle Matthews
 5pm  LGBTQ & Friends Support  
  Group
8/26 FBDS Students Return
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
  Vivian Hamilton—Sanctuary  
  Choir Music Recordings
8/30 10:30am  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 1:00-5:00om  Blood Drive— 
  Cleveland Entrance   
  Horseshoe
9/2 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Jim Dant – In the Footsteps of  
  Jesus: Introduction
9/4-6 Youth Fall Kickoff Event
9/4-7 AYMC Closed
9/6 10:30am  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
9/7 Church Offices Closed in   
  Observance of Labor Day

Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to 
provide meals to go as well as 
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG 
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All 
meals will be available for drive-thru 
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t 
even have to get out of your vehicle!

AYMC Walking Track
AYMC walking track hours, by 
appointment only, Monday-
Friday, 8am-12noon. Email aymc@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for 
appointment.

Introducing
Camille and Matthew Loomis 
Rehnborg, 20B Woodbine Road, 
Greenville 29609, joined FBG on 
August 3, by previous profession 
of faith and baptism from another 
denomination. Camille is FBG’s 
Pastoral Resident, and Matthew is 
employed with Greenlink Transit.

Flo and Hal Mauney, 226 Devon  
Drive, Mauldin 29662, joined FBG 
on August 6, by previous profession 
of faith and baptism from another 
denomination.

Craig Price, 3107 Enclave Paris 
Drive, Greenville 29609, joined FBG 
on July 28, by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism 
from another denomination. Craig is 
employed at Furman University and is 
a member our Sanctuary Choir.
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