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First Baptist

Greenville

WORSHIP

MidWeek Fellowship Live
Wednesday, August 12

6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook Live

Jim Dant—You’ve Got Mail!
(Philippians 3)

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 16, 2020

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook Live
and Radio

Summer Music Sunday

Guest Artist: Kyshona Armstrong (with
Ryan Madora)

Access Livestream here:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

Access Facebook Live here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/

Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

August Missions Focus

Visit the School Tools website (https://
tinyurl.com/schooltools20) to learn
more about this year’s School Tools

program and how to get involved.

Protecting Our Children

Review the policy and find the
screening form and DSS Consent
form at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/protecting-our-children.

BRANCH

Rustlings

BY JIM DANT

Lessons from a Covid Haircut.

To be safe, the hairstylist came to my
condominium—masked and sanitized.
In the open air of the parking lot, she
turned on her clippers. | told her, “You
know you are about to disappoint

and delight two different populations
at the same time.” COVID Lesson
#1—You can’t please everybody. It's a
basic lesson in leadership. You make
decisions every day based upon the
best data you can gather and the best
theology you can muster...and you
know some people will be delighted and
some will be disappointed.

| have been amazed at the assumed
reasons for my not getting a haircut for
the last five months. The reason was
simple enough—the CDC said it was

a high-risk venture to go to a salon or
barbershop. Some people, however,
thought | was growing my hair as a
fundraising gimmick. | was told multiple
versions of this story. Would | encourage
betting pools on when | would get my
hair cut, and then ask all the money

to go to Lula Whilden? Would | allow
people to ‘bid for the right to cut my
hair’ and then let the winning bidder
hold the razor while Lula Whilden held
the money. There were more fun and
creative suppositions, but I’m not
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really into gimmicks when it comes to
the spirituality of generosity. COVID
Lesson #2—If you don’t share your
story, someone else will make up your
story. While | strive for transparency in
the pulpit, | maintain a high degree of
privacy in my personal life. | learned
long ago, people have a tendency to
create stories with regard to what they
don’t know.

COVID Lesson #3—Women ministers
are treated unfairly on multiple levels.
My vocational calling and ultimate
career path were not plagued with the
prejudices and obstacles imposed
upon my female coworkers. In recent
days, I've jokingly shared with some of
my female colleagues how frequently
parishioners comment on my hair. On
multiple occasions | was told, “Welcome
to the club. We can preach the most
heartfelt sermon, pray our strongest
prayer, and exercise our best wisdom
in a committee meeting, but when we
finish, someone wants to critique our
makeup, jewelry, clothing, shoes...or...
hair.” | saw a beloved church member
in the grocery this past Saturday. My
fellow worshiper exclaimed, “You got

a haircut! | guess now we have to start
talking about Jesus again.” We need to
be more respectful of our female clergy.

COVID Lesson #4—Sometimes you
just need to have fun. In life (and
certainly in the church), we tend to take
things too seriously. We make things
matter that really don’t matter, and we
overlook the importance of joy. In the
last few months, I’'ve been called Paul

McCartney, continued on page 4

United Ministries Needs Fruit

Thank you for your continued generosity in providing canned fruit for our neighbors through the
United Ministries food pantry! You may now order and ship from home by shopping from the United
Ministries Amazon wishlist: https://tinyurl.com/uminfruit. We will continue collecting on Wednesdays

10am-6pm until further notice in the covered drive-through between the Rotunda and the
Fellowship Hall. You may also deliver directly to United Ministries from 8am-noon Monday-Friday at
606 Pendleton Street.
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CHURCH LIFE

YOUTH

In the last several weeks, we have been introducing our church staff to the
congregation. While many of these staff members have served FBG for years—even
decades—newer members may not be familiar with them, and new responsibilities may
not be known by the greater congregation. Knowing your church staff helps you know
whom to contact when a particular need arises in your life. Today we meet...

Meet the
Staff

OUR MISSIONS STAFF

During these COVID-19 days,
everyone on the church staff has
been pressed to deepen and expand
their service. Creativity, patience
and generosity have become even
more necessary in our planning and
implementation of ministries. There
is no area of ministry where this is
more apparent than our mission and
affiliations work. Laura Stout leads
our focus in the area of missions.

She maintains communication with our affiliates and
partners (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, Alliance of
Baptists, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South
Carolina, multiple seminaries, religious publishers,
and a host of other ministries), she oversees our
mission grant distributions, and guides our mission

Laura Stout
Missions Coordinator

Frank Smith
Minister of Christian
Fellowship and
Neighborhood Partnership

Shanda LaForge
Ministry Assistant

education programs. Frank Smith’s work is more
centralized in the area of Neighborhood Partnerships
and Senior Adult Ministries. Shanda LaForge keeps
all the ministry details in place and the ministry
participants informed.

—dJim

Unidiversity
Recap

For the first time in its nearly three
decades of ministry, Unidiversity
Youth Camp went virtual. As the
pandemic began to worsen this
past April, the family of youth
ministers that work together
every year to create camp met
and decided to suspend meeting
in person. It was an incredibly
tough decision; however, it was
the right decision to make in
order to protect all the youth from
across the southeast that attend
camp. Instead of cancelling camp
entirely, we chose to create a new
online model for the 2020 camp.
Although a learning curve ensued,
the team quickly routed to ensure
that a quality camp worthy of

the name Unidiversity would be
available for the week of July 20-
24.

The major components of camp
became maintaining a community,
participating in virtual seminars,
and worshiping together online
every evening. The community
piece involved engaging with
youth across various social media
platforms through games, funny
videos of their ministers, and daily
meditations. Youth were able to
both win prizes and experience the
funny quirks of camp that they are
used to seeing. A team of youth
ministers worked hard to create
the high quality seminars that our
campers enjoy every year. Youth
were able to join various Zoom
calls throughout the week and
converse with their friends and

ministers about topics important to
them. Finally, evening worship was
put together by compiling videos
of various youth reading scripture
and praying, camp musicians
providing the traditional camp
music, and this year’s proclaimer,
David Brown, preaching what it
means to “Do Good Now.” This
year’s camp was unlike anything
Unidiversity had ever experienced
before, but it was good. Our youth
were able to be reminded of the
good in this world and the good
they can do even when things

feel so different. Please visit
unidiversity.org or Unidiversity’s
YouTube channel to experience all
the camp 2020 content.

—Will Raybon



Kyshona Armstrong with Ryan Madora

SUMMER MUSIC SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

[

marginalized and bring awareness to the masses.
It’s for every silent scream, every heavy load,

every fearful thought, and the simmering sense of
anger that the silenced, the lost, and the forgotten
try to hide from the world. After her powerful
performances, concertgoers often ask, “What can |
do?” Her response? “Listen.”

Ryan Madora is no stranger to First Baptist
Greenville. She has appeared in worship and in a
Facebook Watch Party with her husband, Craig
Haller. Since moving to Nashville in 2012, Ryan has
worked with some of Music City’s most talented
artists and producers, including Bobby Bones and
the Raging Idiots, Pat McLaughlin, Alicia Michilli
and many others, touring with guitarist Robben
Ford to promote his new album. She has backed
up artists such as Garth Brooks, Darius Rucker,
Kyshona Armstrong is a musical therapist and solo  Lady A, Luke Bryan, Carrie Underwood and Marren

Leading in worship on Summer Music Sunday,
August 16, will be Kyshona Armstrong, musician
and TedX speaker, along with Ryan Madora, bass
guitarist. Kyshona will share the message in word
and song.

artist who gives her voice to those often silenced Morris. She has served as Musical Director for the

and forgotten. She is also a familiar voice during annual “Bobby Bones and the Raging Idiots Million
Fall for Greenville. Kyshona began her career as Dollar Show at The Ryman” to benefit St. Jude’s

a music therapist, writing her first songs with her and has made appearance on the 3rd-5th seasons
patients —the students and inmates under her care.  of the TV show “Nashville.” In addition to all of this,
She soon found the need to write independently she is an avid educator and writes columns for the
and find her own voice, an endeavor which led online bass magazine, No Treble.

her to the fertile ground of the Nashville creative
community and songwriting culture. Since then, she
has learned how to balance her music career with
her passion to heal the hurting. Audiences will find
a common thread of empowerment, overcoming
adversity, and finding hope in her work.

In February, Kyshona released Listen, co-produced
with Andrija Tokic (St. Paul & The Broken Bones,
Alabama Shakes, Hurray For The Riff Raff) and
recorded mostly at his famed Nashville studio

The Bomb Shelter. Kyshona blends roots, rock,
R&B, and folk with lyrical prowess to uplift the

. October 25
Loretta Holloway

August 23
Kyle Matthews

September 13
Darby Wilcox




Upcoming Internet
Events

(links on church website)

8/12 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
Bible Study—Jim Dant,
You’ve Got Mail!: Philippians 3

10:30am Summer Music
Sunday
Guest Artists: Kyshona
Armstrong and Ryan Madora

6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
Bible Study—Jim Dant,
You’ve Got Mail!: Philippians 4
10:30am Summer Music
Sunday
Proclaimer and Soloist:
Kyle Matthews

5pm LGBTQ & Friends Support
Group

FBDS Students Return

6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus

10:30am Proclaimer: Jim Dant

8/16

8/19

8/23

8/26

8/30

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 8/8

$1,609,613
Receipts as of 8/5
$1,476, 223

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 10-16
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)

August 17-23
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

CRTOWN
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Meals to Go

Uptown Catering continues to

provide meals to go as well as
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All
meals will be available for drive-thru
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t
even have to get out of your vehicle!

AYMC Walking Track

AYMC walking track hours, by
appointment only, Monday-
Friday, 8am-12noon. Email aymc@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for
appointment.

Care List
Care List as of Morning, 8/10

Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown: Brenda
Ballard, Bill Black, Rosalind Tedards

Prisma-Hillcrest Simpsonville: Tina
Bailey

Rehab
Rolling Green: Glenda Ehrmann

Gables on Pelham: Fran Jones
Woodlands: Pat Stephens
NHC-Greenville: Joan Garrett

Discharged

Fran Jones, Beth McLain, Frank
Webb, Jerry Wylie Sr. (Mary)

Sympathy
...to Martha Burwell and Susan Brady
and their families in the death of their
father.
...to Kathy Eckart in the death of her
father.
...to the family of Sandra Corder.
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...to Jenna Manning and family in the
death of her grandmother.

...to Matt Cloaninger and family in the
death of his great aunt.

RllStliIlgS, continued from page 1

Shaun Cassidy, and even Farrah
Fawcett! We have all laughed...and
that’s a good thing.

When you grow your hair out, it reaches
an awkward stage. There comes a
moment where you’ve got to ‘commit
and push through to ponytail length’ or
you’ve got to ‘cut back to ease-of-care
length.’ Hair is just hard to manage in
the ‘in between stage’—especially for
someone who likes to swim, bike, run
and keep morning rituals to a minimum.
COVID Lesson #5—Be committed to
your choices. For now, I’'m committed
to athletic ease and morning simplicity,
but when | retire, a ponytail might be
the hairstyle of choice. Now...let’s talk
about Jesus.

—Jim
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