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WORSHIP

United Ministries  
Needs Fruit

Sunday,  
June 7, 2020

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook 
Live and Radio
Trinity Sunday

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Psalm 8;  

2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Sermon: The Trinitarian Task

Access Livestream here: 
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

Access Facebook Live here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

MidWeek Fellowship Live
Wednesday, June 3

6:15pm via Livestream and  
Facebook Live

Teacher: Jim Dant—
The Book of Ruth

Yes, I was glued to the television for 
the launch of the Falcon 9 rocket 
that carried the Dragon SpaceX 
capsule into earth’s orbit last week. 
In prior years, I was tuned in as Neil 
Armstrong stepped onto the moon, 
as subsequent Apollo missions made 
it and missed it, for the first space 
shuttle launch, for the space shuttle 
loss, and for several other journeys in 
between. I was enamored with space 
as a child, and the love has lingered. 
For a brief moment, I considered 
being an astronaut, but even my fifth-
grade imaginative mind knew I was 
better at prose than physics. One of 
the top ten conversations I’ve had 
in my life occurred over lunch with 
Colonel Jim Irwin. It was just days 
before he died. We both loved space. 
We both loved the Old Testament. 
We vehemently disagreed on the 
historicity of Noah’s ark. We spent 
almost four hours picking each other’s 
brain. It is an afternoon I will never 
forget. Last week, it felt good to be 
pulled away from the earth for a few 
moments.

I stopped by Staples last week to pick 
up some ink cartridges for my printer. 
I donned my mask and deliberately 
made my way to the appropriate 
aisle. I had no intention of browsing or 
spending more time than necessary 
in the public venue. I was stopped in 
my tracks by a mid-aisle kiosk. It was 
a coffee kiosk. They had Tully’s coffee! 
I’m not a coffee snob, but Tully’s is 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

one of my favorite coffees. I rarely see 
it on the east coast. It was like striking 
gold. I’m sipping a cup right now.

Some robins have built a nest on my 
porch light. It all happened in a day. 
I left for work one morning—no nest. 
I came home that evening—nest. 
On my first few days of entry and 
exit (It’s two feet from my door!), I 
was chirped at and swooped at and 
obviously not trusted, but for a couple 
of weeks now, whether entering or 
exiting, I always say, “Hello bird.” 
The expectant parents have grown 
accustomed to my voice and my 
movement. They now sit on the porch 
rail—or simply remain on the nest—
and quietly watch me come and go. 
They let me take pictures a few days 
ago. They are expecting triplets. I’ll be 
a godparent soon.

I ordered a Magical Mystery Tour Pizza 
from a local restaurant this week. It 
is no longer on their menu, but they 
will still make it if you ask for it. It is 
my favorite pizza—three cheeses, 
two types of mushroom, pesto, and 
pickled jalapeno peppers. I enjoyed 
my favorite discontinued pizza while I 
watched the rocket launch. 

We journaled during a yoga class this 
past Saturday. We were instructed to 
write about three words we wished 
to describe our lives. Mine were: 
authentic, welcoming, and generous. I 
was humbled and hopeful listening to 
other words from other lives. 

Every once in a while, you have to 
take time off from trying to change the 
world and just enjoy the world…enjoy 
some simple pleasures. Life is a gift. 

—Jim

Thank you for your continued generosity in 
providing canned fruit for our neighbors through 

the United Ministries food pantry! You may 
now order and ship from home by shopping 
from the United Ministries Amazon wishlist: 

https://tinyurl.com/uminfruit. We will continue 
collecting on Wednesdays 10am-6pm until 
further notice in the covered drive-through 
between the Rotunda and the Fellowship 

Hall. You may also deliver directly to United 
Ministries from 8am-noon Monday-Friday at 

606 Pendleton Street.



I have missed each one of you terribly! The normal 
hustle and bustle of the AYMC has been nonexistent 
for two and a half months now. It’s been way too 
quiet for way too long, but I’m happy to say that the 
walking track has reopened as of June 1. Here’s what 
you need to know.

The walking track will be open Monday-Friday, 
8:00am until 12:00noon, by appointment only. You 
may make an appointment by calling 370-2515  
ext. 168 or e-mail at aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Each appointment will begin at the top of the hour 
and last forty-five minutes. We will have a maximum 
of five people walking and two people in the work out 
area during each forty-five minute session. The last 
fifteen minutes of each hour will allow staff time to 
disinfect before the next group of people arrives.

When you arrive, there will be one entrance and one 
exit for you to use. If you have any symptoms of 
COVID-19, please do not come. We will be asking 
you to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer, taking 
your temperature and filling out a brief questionnaire 
when you arrive. If you are running a fever or 

exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19, you will be 
asked to reschedule your appointment. Please do 
not bring anyone inside with you unless they have a 
scheduled appointment as well. We encourage you 
to wear a mask while inside the building and do bring 
your own water bottle and towel. Cleaning wipes will 
be provided for you to wipe down any equipment you 
use or touch while you are here. In addition to you 
cleaning, the staff will clean equipment, hand rails 
and door handles every hour. The facility will also 
have a deep cleaning each evening. Showers and 
lockers are not available at this time, and as always, 
you should maintain a safe social distance of six feet 
while in the building.

Our opening has been guided by advice from church 
leaders, public health and government officials. 
Your health, safety and wellbeing are of utmost 
importance to us. We will extend our hours and open 
additional areas of the building in phases as deemed 
appropriate to do so. 

With all of this said, I am excited to see each and 
every one of you soon. Make an appointment today!

—Mittie

Psalm 46 has long been my 
favorite psalm. It has been a 
friend during many challenging 
times, including this one with 
COVID-19. The psalm begins 
by reminding us that “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.” We are 
told not to fear even though the 
earth changes—mountains shake 
and waters roar. We seem to be 
doing a little bobbing around in 
those waves now, searching for 
the horizon. There is nervousness 
with the unknown. What will our 
new normal look like? When will 
we get to that new normal? It is so 
very easy to get caught up in the 
current of fear that we have to be 
told not to fear.

As we keep reading, there is a 
stark change in the text—what had 
been loud and chaotic becomes 
quiet and calm. Instead of raging 
waters, we are shown a stream 
running through a city—God’s 
dwelling-place. In the middle of all 
of the craziness, there is calm. The 
storm is still there, but we are not 
alone. God is with us; God is our 
place of refuge.

I think the secret is held in verse 
10: “Be still and know that I am 
God!” It is easy to get caught up 
in the storm that is raging in your 
life—whether it is an issue with 
your health, finances, relationships 
or something else. Sometimes we 
are so very busy trying to solve 
what we see as a problem that we 
miss opportunities to see things 
a different way. We need to stop 

racing around, take a breath and 
gain perspective. I like how The 
Message paraphrases it: “Step out 
of the traffic! Take a long, loving 
look at me, your High God, above 
politics, above everything.” 

In the midst of this time of 
unknowing, let’s find some time 
to be still—instead of reading 
the news while drinking your 
coffee, take your mug outside and 
experience God in nature; instead 
of watching television, play games 
or work puzzles with your family 
to experience God in community. 
Spend some time just being still 
and experience God in Spirit. Look 
for ways to step out of the traffic 
and find a stream to splash joy in 
your heart.

—Kimberly
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AYMC Pulse



During the month of June we will be collecting books 
for “The Really Good, Really Big, Really Cheap Book 
Sale” sponsored by Greenville Literacy Association. 
Since the church building has limited hours this 
year because of COVID-19 concerns, we are asking 
that FBG members take their donations directly to 
McAlister Square, where GLA staff members are 
accepting curbside donations during the times listed 
below. Use the drive between Greenville Tech side of 
McAlister Square and Publix to reach the drop off at 
the back of the building.  

Drop off times: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays from 
10am-12pm

Please contact Laura Stout at laura.stout@
firstbaptistgreenville.com if you need additional 
assistance delivering your books.

Greenville Literacy’s mission is “to enrich our 
community by increasing the literacy and 
employability of our citizens.” During this unusual 
time, GLA has continued to hold online classes for 
their adult education and ESL students.  

This year the book sale will be August 8-9 at 
McAlister Square.

—Anna Woodham, Missions Committee
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Greenville Literacy Association
JUNE FOCUS ON MISSIONS
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The First Baptist Day School finished up the year with drive-thrus, so the children 
could pick up their belongings and work from school. There was much joy shared 
between the children, the teachers and the parents.

—Dewanda, Kathy and Rosemary

Drive-Thru Farewells



Stories written by our Youth Family of 
the beautiful messes in their lives.
A beautiful mess. For example, my 
bedroom; messy, disorganized, clothes 

scattered all over the floor, pure chaos. But each piece of 
clothing, each piece of trash, all of the pieces of clutter in 
my room point to many beautiful moments in my life. My 
Panera cup from a morning breakfast with my best friend. A 
pile of swim towels from a week’s worth of swim practice. A 
clump of knotted embroidery floss from my mission trip to 
Puerto Rico. You might have to look a little extra to find the 
beauty in my bedroom, but I promise, it’s there. Just like 
my room, there are definitely parts in my life that have been 
a little bit messy. Parts that I might not fully remember, but 
moments that are still a part of me. 
I was abandoned at a market in ChangDe, China in Hunan 
Province when I was one month old. I was then brought to 
an orphanage in the same city, and several months later, 
I was placed with an extremely loving foster family. After 
fifteen months of being bounced in and out of temporary 
homes, I was finally adopted by my mom. She and my 
dad were not yet married, so my dad made the drive 
every Friday from Simpsonville down to Columbia to visit 
us. On May 21, 2005, my mom and dad got married. For 
the past fourteen years, I have been living in Greenville 
with my parents, brother, two dogs, and two cats. I have 
been attending First Baptist Greenville for seven years 
and I am so appreciative for the church family I am a part 
of. Although the beginning of my story might be a little 
messy, it has transformed into something beautiful. I am so 
thankful for where the messiness has taken me and I am so 
grateful for all of the people in my life who make it beautiful. 

—Lydia Dorroh, 10th Grade, Greenville High School
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Care List
as of Morning of 

6/1/20

Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown:  

Patsy Burrell
Prisma/Greenville 

Memorial:  
Brenda Ballard

Recently Discharged
Betty King, Nancy (Mrs. 

Harvey) Sanders 

Sympathy
…to Taylor Davis and 

family in the death of his 
father.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

June 1-7
Frank Smith

478-737-7298 (m)
June 8-14
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 5/30

$1,090,383

Receipts as of 5/28

$951,237

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Internet 
Events

(links on church website)
6/3 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Bible Study: Jim Dant   
  presents Ruth
6/7 9:00am  Church Chat  
  (emailed link) 
 10:30am  Trinity Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/10 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Bible Study: Kyle Matthews— 
  Second Sight
6/14 9:00am   Church Chat  
  (emailed link)
 10:30am  Second Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/17 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Bible Study: Kyle Matthews— 
  Second Sight
6/21 9:00am   Church Chat  
  (emailed link)
 10:30am  Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost
6/24 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship  
  Bible Study: Kyle Matthews— 
  Second Sight

Wednesday Supper
Our caterer, Uptown Catering, will 
continue to provide Wednesday Night 
Supper for us. Visit their website 
(https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their “to go” menu options. 
There are individual meals as well as family 
meals from which to choose and look 
for the Wednesday Night Special choice. 
This option is available at our regular FBG 
Wednesday night pricing! The special 
pricing only applies to Wednesday night 
meals, but their services are available all 
the time. All meals will be available for 
drive-thru pick up at the kitchen door—
you don’t even have to get out of your 
vehicle! Make your reservation by noon 
Wednesday.

June 3
Chicken Parmesan, Angel Hair Pasta, 
Italian Green Beans, Salad, Dessert

June 10
Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes, 
Butter Basil Carrots, Salad, Dessert

Beautiful 
Messes


