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Rustlings

Sunday,
May 31, 2020

BY JIM DANT

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook
Live and Radio

Pentecost
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21, Numbers
11:24-30, John 20:19-23
Sermon: A Gentle Gracious Spirit
Liturgical Dance: Tina Bailey
Access Livestream here:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Access Facebook Live here:
www.facebook.com/pg/
fbcgreenvillesc/videos
Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM
Viral Vespers
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
at 7pm
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
viralvespers
MidWeek Fellowship Live
Wednesday, May 27
6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook Live
Teacher: Jim Dant—
The Book of Ruth
Saturday Night Facebook Live
Concerts
Saturday, May 30
7:00pm via Facebook Watch Party
Phil Snyder
www.facebook.com/pg/
fbcgreenvillesc

As we look forward to the celebration
of Pentecost (Sunday, May 31) and
the month of June, the voice of David
Bowie is echoing in my head, ‘Ch-chch-ch-changes…’
Some things will not change as we
enter the month of June. We will
not regather in our Sanctuary for
worship during the month of June.
(You will receive more information
concerning this decision in a
churchwide email this week.) We will
still be Livestreaming our Sunday
morning 10:30 worship service.
We will continue to offer MidWeek
Fellowship Bible Study and Prayer
via Livestream on Wednesday
evenings at 6:15. Our Pastoral
Care Team will be offering comfort,
prayers, challenges and guidance
via telephone, Skype and a variety of
other media. The church’s ministers
and staff will remain in contact with
our membership and convey to
colleagues any needs they glean
from their conversations. Some
things will not change.
Some things will change. We
will not provide Viral Vespers on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and

Friday evenings during June. This
will provide a summer break for our
ministers whose creativity is a tad
taxed. It also gives the church at
large a sense of summer break—
seasonal rhythm. There will also be
no Saturday Night Facebook Live
concerts during the month of June.
Added to our schedule will be the
opening of the AYMC walking track
(limited hours and participants) and
the all new ‘Church Chat’ on Sunday
mornings at 9:00. A Zoom link will
be sent to the membership, and we
will gather (capacity for 500!) for a
short devotional and chat. Yep, it’s
an opportunity for you to ask me
anything! You can ask questions
about the presented devotional
content, the upcoming sermon, a
past sermon, any church matter,
some grand theological issue you’ve
been pondering, or any personal
question about me. (Am I not brave?)
This is an opportunity for me to move
beyond talking to a camera each
week and actually get to talk to you!
For our first Church Chat—9:00am,
Sunday, May 31—be sure to wear
red. It’s Pentecost. Let’s fill the
screen with red shirts, hats, scarves,
dresses…and yes…PJs.
Some things are changing…but the
love we have for God, each other,
the broader church, and the world
remains. Thanks be to God.
—Jim

United Ministries Needs Fruit
Thank you for your continued generosity in providing canned fruit for our neighbors through the
United Ministries food pantry! You may now order and ship from home by shopping from the
United Ministries Amazon wishlist: https://tinyurl.com/uminfruit. We will continue collecting on
Wednesdays 10am-6pm until further notice in the covered drive-through between the Rotunda and
the Fellowship Hall. You may also deliver directly to United Ministries from 8am-noon MondayFriday at 606 Pendleton Street.

SENIOR ADULTS

Happy Birthday!
Please remember these members celebrating
birthdays in June.
June 14
Coco Williams
30 Laurenville Lane
Simpsonville, SC 29680

June 17
Tom Tuten
505 Pimlico Road
Greenville, SC 29607

June 16
Marilyn Nelson
Carillon Assisted Living
3851 Howard Gap Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792

June 22
Hoke Black
213 McDaniel Avenue
Greenville, SC 29601

June Winterbottom
29 N. Avondale Drive
Greenville, SC 29609

June 29
Beth Jefford (93)
560 Westbury Circle
Spartanburg, SC 29301

Due to the suspension of church gatherings,
many events have been canceled. That being
said, the fall bus trip with the Roadrunners is
currently STILL ON! September 21-28 (MondayMonday), a group from First Baptist will travel
to the Dutch Country area of Pennsylvania
and Washington, DC. Diamond Tours bus tour
company has done a great job customizing
a trip for us that combines a Lancaster Show
Trip, touring the Dutch Country, and hitting the
highlights of our nation’s capital. The total cost
for the trip is $895 and includes motorcoach
transportation, 7 nights of lodging, 13 meals
(7 breakfasts and 6 dinners), and admission to
several shows, museums and attractions. People
have started to sign up, but there is still room for
you now.
—Shanda

“My spiritual brothers and sisters, if one of
our faithful has fallen into a trap and is snared
by sin, don’t stand idle and watch his demise.
GALATIANS 6:1-5 (THE VOICE TRANSLATION)
Gently restore him, being careful not to step
into your own snare. Shoulder each other’s
burdens, and then you will live as the law of the Anointed teaches us. Don’t take this opportunity to think
you are better than those who slip because you aren’t; then you become the fool and deceive even yourself.
Examine your own works so that if you are proud, it will be because of your own accomplishments and not
someone else’s. Each person has his or her own burden to bear and story to write.”

DEVOTION

Bear One Another’s Burdens

In the translations we most often
use, this is the section of Paul’s
letter to the church of Galatia
where he implores them to “bear
one another’s burdens.” I like
the translation above because it
makes it even more clear how we
do this, with respect for ourselves,
the other person, and God. We do
try as ministers (and remember
– “every member a minister”) to
come alongside folks in the hard
times of their lives and become
like another oxen beside them,
helping to shoulder whatever load
they are carrying. This is what we
are called to do as God’s people,
yet as I shoulder a burden with
you, I never forget that it is your
burden to carry. I don’t make it

into something that I “fix” for you
or take away from you. In fact,
I’m not capable of doing these
things when I am honest about my
ability as a limited human being.
I respect this burden, this weight,
as something that is a part of
your story and respect that God is
somehow working in whatever is
happening in your life. Sometimes
I hear folks saying, “I don’t want
to burden you with what I’m
going through.” I understand the
meaning behind this – you don’t
want to make me feel the way
that you do in your life right now,
but know, we as ministers can
come alongside you and lighten
the load without taking the burden
onto ourselves, with God’s help.

Don’t be afraid to reach out with
whatever burden you are carrying
right now. I have a shoulder ready
to bear and an ear ready to listen,
and a confidence that God wants
you to be reminded of the beauty
and goodness that you have been
gifted from the moment of your
creation.
I am still available, virtually, for free
short-term pastoral counseling
even with the offices closed.
Reach out by email (kendra.
plating@firstbaptistgreenville.
com) to set up a time on Tuesday
afternoons or Wednesdays to chat
by phone or video.
—Kendra

Thank You, Music and Missions Leaders!

Priscilla Harris,
Children’s Choir
Coordinator
Laura Stout,
Missions
Coordinator
Kate Anderson
Sarah Byars

Sylvia Clanton
Laura Darnell
EA Easterling
Carmen Feemster
Clay Gilbert
Marisa Handal
Sara Herbert
Miller Howard

sharing their Christmas music at First on Main! Our
mission groups enjoyed cooking, creating, and
learning.
Many thanks to our wonderful leaders listed below!

Amy Joye
Shanda LaForge
Jenny Lee
Chesnee Marshall
Tony McDade
Kurestin Miller
Jennifer Murphy
Leslie Nihart

Mike Payne
Maggie Ramirez
Carrie Rieder
Leslie Rodwell
Cherington Shucker
Joanne Smith
Melanie Smith
Dick Stelling

Jane Stelling
Elizabeth Union
Jamie Weathers
Ellen Wilson
Anna Woodham
Thomas Woodham

MUSIC-MISSIONS

Even though our year was cut short, and we missed
our annual Children’s Music and Missions Showcase,
we enjoyed a fun fall and winter of children’s music
and missions. Our children’s choirs did a wonderful
job of leading in worship on several occasions and

(links on church website)

June 3

Chicken Parmesan, Angel Hair Pasta,
Italian Green Beans, Salad, Dessert
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Care List
as of 5/26
Hospitals

St. Francis-Downtown: Nancy
(Mrs. Harvey) Sanders

Rehab

Brookdale-Greenville: Betty King

Recently Discharged
Brenda Ballard

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
May 25-31
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
June 1-7
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

$938,771

Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples,
Salad, Dessert
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shop) to view their “to go” menu options.
There are individual meals as well as family
meals from which to choose and look
for the Wednesday Night Special choice.
This option is available at our regular FBG
Wednesday night pricing! The special
pricing only applies to Wednesday night
meals, but their services are available all
the time. All meals will be available for
drive-thru pick up at the kitchen door—
you don’t even have to get out of your
vehicle! Make your reservation by noon
Wednesday.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 5/23

Our caterer, Uptown Catering, will
continue to provide Wednesday Night
Supper for us. Visit their website
(https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

5/26 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/27 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Bible Study: Jim Dant 		
		 presents Ruth
5/28 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/29 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/30 7:00pm Saturday Night 		
		 Facebook Live Concert:
		 Phil Snyder
5/31 10:30am Day of Pentecost
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
Tina Bailey, Liturgical Dancer
6/3 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Bible Study: Jim Dant 		
		 presents Ruth
6/7 10:30am Trinity Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/10 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Bible Study: Kyle Matthews—
		 Second Sight
6/14 10:30am Second Sunday after
		Pentecost
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/17 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 Bible Study: Kyle Matthews—
		 Second Sight

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Internet
Events

Sympathy
…to Paula Wynn and family in the
death of her uncle.
…to J.R. Christy and family in the
death of his brother-in-law.
…to Neil Rabon and family in the
death of his father.
…to Sharon Lewis and family in the
death of her brother.

Beautiful
Messes

Sharing stories written
by our Youth Family of
the beautiful messes in
their lives.

We all go through beautiful messes in
our lives. Sometimes the storms we go
through are very chaotic and we don’t
realize there is beauty in it. I want to share
how God has used my hearing loss to
bring beauty into my life, even during the
difficult times. He has shown me beauty
in my mess. Ever since I was born I have
worn hearing aids. As I have gotten older,
my hearing loss has gotten worse. In
seventh grade, I had a big drop in both
ears. That was hard because it was the
first time I was old enough to realize how
much hearing I was losing. In 2019, I had
another big drop in my left ear. When I am
not able to hear, it is sometimes like living
in a world of silence and that is hard and
lonely for me. It is hard to find beauty in
the mess. The day that I heard I would be
a candidate for a cochlear implant, my
mess began to turn into light and I had
hope. The beauty in this mess is that we
have technology to improve my hearing.
My life is about to be changed in so many
different ways and I am ready to see how
beautiful it’s gonna be. “Let God turn your
mess into something beautiful.”
—Ann-Grayson Good
10th Grade
Wade Hampton High School

