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First Baptist

Greenville

WORSHIP

Sunday,
May 17, 2020

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook
Live and Radio

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Graduate Recognition

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Psalm 66:8-20;
Acts 17:22-31
Sermon: Finding Church Outside
These Walls

Access Livestream here:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

Access Facebook Live here:
www.facebook.com/pg/
fbcgreenvillesc/videos

Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

Viral Vespers

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
at 7pm

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
viralvespers

MidWeek Fellowship Live
Wednesday, May 13

6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook Live

Teacher: Jim Dant—
The Book of Ruth

Saturday Night Facebook Live
Concerts

Saturday, May 16
7:00pm via Facebook Watch Party
Kyra Zhang

www.facebook.com/pg/
fbcgreenvillesc

BRANCH

Rustlings

BY JIM DANT

| enjoy watching children step onto
elevators. If I've already boarded

the steel box, | resist pushing any
buttons. Inevitably, the child wants
to push the buttons. The attending
parent almost always allows the
child to push ‘their floor,” and then

| politely speak the number of my
floor. The child will look at the parent,
receive an affirming nod, and get a
double push. It was one of the simple
pleasures of my childhood —pushing
buttons. The vending machine at the
local Esso gas station—push

A 14 (two buttons), and BBQ Fritos
were mine. The juke box at the Capri
Sands Hotel restaurant—push

B 6 (two buttons), and | could hear
‘Afternoon Delight’ by the Starland
Vocal Band. (I know what some of
you are thinking...don’t play B 17.
The first person to email me and

tell me why, receives a free bag of
Funyuns—C 3 at the Esso Station).

If you are a button pushing person,
we have a button we need you

to push in days to come. It is

the CONTACT US button on the
homepage of our church’s website.
This button may be pushed anytime
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you have a prayer need, you need

to share feedback about one of our
services/ministries, or you need

to contact a specific minister. The
emails generated by the CONTACT
US button are regularly monitored,
and we respond as quickly as
possible. In the near future, however,
this button will serve another purpose
for us. If days and weeks pass, and
we are still ‘sheltered in place,” we
will use the CONTACT US button to
assist us with several administrative
matters. In the not too distant future,
you will need to nominate persons to
the Deacon Nominating Committee,
the Diaconate itself, and to particular
committees. We will inform you—

via announcements during Sunday
worship and in print—of when these
nominations are due and encourage
you to make your nominations with
the CONTACT US button. It will give
you the opportunity to relive your
childhood joy of pushing buttons

on an elevator, getting your favorite
snack from a vending machine,

and playing your favorite song on a
jukebox. It will also help us ensure
the work of the church continues
through people you feel are called to
specific tasks and ministries. Watch
for the announcements. Participate in
the nomination processes,...and for
goodness sake, don’t play B 17.

—Jim

United Ministries Needs Fruit

Thank you for your continued generosity in providing canned fruit for our neighbors through the
United Ministries food pantry! You may now order and ship from home by shopping from the
United Ministries Amazon wishlist: https://tinyurl.com/uminfruit. We will continue collecting on
Wednesdays 10am-6pm until further notice in the covered drive-through between the Rotunda and
the Fellowship Hall. You may also deliver directly to United Ministries from 8am-noon Monday-
Friday at 606 Pendleton Street.
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Port City Project

Mission is not so much an action as it is a Christian
lifestyle. We often think of mission as going to

an exciting location and partnering with local
organizations to build wheelchair ramps and stock
food pantries; however, mission is so much more than
that. Jesus taught us to embody mission in all that
we do. Although COVID-19 is currently preventing
the Youth Family from gathering and engaging in our

than ever, and they have seen a huge increase in the
number of people using the shower trailer during the
pandemic. They also normally have three community
gatherings a week. These gatherings serve as an
opportunity for people from all walks of life to sit
around a table and share a meal together. They have
transitioned to a “to-go meal” structure and have
been providing a bag of groceries with every hot meal
that they share. Since many food resources are shut
down right now, it is important to be able to provide

usual end-of-year and summer events, we are still
able to be the hands and feet of Christ. Our High
School Mission Trip in June was going to take us to
Wilmington, NC, to serve alongside Port City Project
as they minister to the homeless community living
within inner-city Wilmington. Due to COVID-19, we
will be unable to travel to Wilmington; however, we
made a commitment to Port City Project, and we

intend to honor that commitment.

Port City Project serves its neighbors in a variety of
ways. The organization built a shower trailer after
hearing from their community that access to hygiene
was a huge need. The shower trailer serves a key
role in their ministry by empowering their community
through the dignity that a hot shower brings. During

extra food to help people get through the week.

The First Baptist Greenville Youth Family is going to
partner with Port City Project through the month of
May to help meet the needs of their community. We
are sharing Port City Project’s Amazon Wishlist with
you all in hopes that you will help us reach the goal
of acquiring every item on the list. As you purchase
an item, it will be sent directly to Wilmington. As you

will recall, we accomplished this goal before traveling
to Puerto Rico last summer. We are confident that

COVID-19, showers and hygiene are more important

Eternal Wisdom
and Truth

| surely do miss our weekly
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals! We
have not been rehearsing during
this pandemic, and | miss their
singing, | miss seeing them face to
face instead of on a Zoom screen,
| even miss their jokes! (They are a
pretty hilarious group of people at
times.) | usually include a devotion
on a psalm during our rehearsals,
and | want to share one here
based on Psalm 66. The psalm
begins: “Make a joyful noise to
God, all the earth; sing the glory of
God’s name....”

Working in churches, | have often
heard people say they didn’t like

the Old Testament. It is long. There
are all those strange names. It is
violent. People just couldn’t relate,
and | get it. | certainly have not
seen a sea separate before my
eyes, walked between two walls
of water, and then had the guilty
pleasure of watching the water
rush back upon those who wanted
to hurt me.

The Exodus happens again and
again, always in a new setting,
and that is why we read, learn

and relearn it. Hardy Clemons
said we must discover how to
separate the eternal wisdoms and
truths in the Bible from the cultural
circumstances in which it was
written.

Naomi Annandale, when she was
a doctoral student at Vanderbilt,

we can do it again with the church’s help. There are
many communities in need right now, join us as we

minister to as many as we can during these difficult
times. Please see the Amazon Wishlist here: https://
tinyurl.com/fbgportcity

—Will Raybon

says this is why she continues
to study the Bible—even the Old
Testament:

“I have borne burdens that felt as
if they might destroy me. | have
walked right into disappointment
by failing to listen to God speaking
through my heart. | have faced
challenges and come through
them a little stronger. | have,

most definitely, felt myself carried
through the most painful moments
in my life. | do, indeed, know

what it is to land in a spacious
place, a place of safety, security,
abundance.

“O God, hear my praise, my song
of thanks for the ways in which
you have carried me through this
life. Amen.”

—Vivian


https://tinyurl.com/fbgportcity
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Congratulations, College and Grad School Graduates!

COLLEGE
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JOHN DUNN ASHLEY GIRVIN MILES HAUSER PEYTON MILLS

Greenville Technical Clemson University Furman University Clemson University
College Calhoun Honors College

GRADUATE SCHOOL

- s 4 % K i 1 5 ‘ h\.
BRITTANY COATES ABBY CROWETIPTON CHEYENNE DUNN SARAH HAMILTON
University of Vanderbilt University Clemson University University of Iowa

Alabama-Birmingham

On Sunday, May 17, the graduates
of 2020 will be celebrated during
morning worship.

Pictured here are those college
and grad school graduates who
contributed photos.

SHEALY LONG WILL RAYBON

University of Oregon Garner-Webb University
School of Divinity

—Mary Carol, Will R. and Sarah
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Upcoming Internet
Events

(links on church website)

5/11 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/12 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/13 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
Bible Study
5/14 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/15 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/16 7:00pm Saturday Night
Facebook Live Concert:
Kyra Zhang
10:30am Sixth Sunday of
Easter
5/18 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/19 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/20 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
Bible Study
5/21 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/22 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/23 7:00pm Saturday Night
Facebook Live Concert:
Pat Terry
5/24 10:30am Seventh Sunday of
Easter
5/25 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/26 7:00pm Viral Vespers
5/27 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship
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LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 5/9

$934,614
Receipts as of 5/6
$860,757

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

May 11-17
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)

May 18-24
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Wednesday Supper

Our caterer, Uptown Catering, will
continue to provide Wednesday Night
Supper for us. Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop)
to view their “to go” menu options. There
are individual meals as well as family
meals from which to choose and look

for the Wednesday Night Special choice.
This option is available at our regular FBG
Wednesday night pricing! The special
pricing only applies to Wednesday night
meals, but their services are available all
the time. All meals will be available for
drive-thru pick up at the kitchen door—
you don’t even have to get out of your
vehicle! Make your reservation by noon
Wednesday.

May 13
Meat Lasagna, Italian Green Beans, French
Bread, Salad, Dessert

May 20

Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples, Salad,
Dessert

Care List
as of 5/11
Hospitals

As of the morning of 5/11/2020, there are
no hospitalized church members of whom
we are aware.

Rehab
Brookdale-Greenville: Betty King
Recently Discharged
Dann Kirby, Bill Jett, Joan Garrett,
Karen Childers
Sympathy to
...the family of Gayle Aiesi.

On Youth Sunday, our Youth Family
shared stories of the BEAUTIFUL
MESSES in their lives. In the next
weeks, we will share some here.

On November 23, | found a new
sport that | love. On this day, it was
my first ever wrestling tournament.

It was at Hillcrest High School and |
was very nervous the morning of the
tournament. It was going to be the
first time wrestling someone from
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a different team. In the first round |
wrestled a Hillcrest kid. | was winning
until he caught me on my back at
the end of the second period and
pinned me. | was pretty bummed out
but | still had another match. In my
second match | wrestled a different
Hillcrest kid. | started down a couple
points but ended up escaping and
getting a take down to tie it up. Then
the kid stalled and gave me another
point. After that, he took a bad shot
and | ended up pinning him. In my
third match, | had to wrestle a kid
from Greer. This match was very
important because it was the match
that decided whether or not | got third
place. In the first period all we did
was hand fight. In the second period, |
ended up escaping and staying on my
feet to get a point. In the third period
| kept him down to end up winning
the match 1-0. | ended up learning
that you can always get up and can
triumph when you put your mind to it.
—Woods Russo, 11th Grade, Christ
Church Episcopal School
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