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WORSHIP

Rustlings

Sunday,
March 22, 2020

BY JIM DANT

10:30am via Livestream, Facebook
Live and Radio
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Annunciation Sunday
Proclaimer: Kendra Plating

Scripture: Psalm 31; John 9:1-41

Sermon: The Dark Side of Theology

MidWeek Live
Wednesday, March 18
6:15pm via Livestream and
Facebook Live
Teacher: Jim Dant
John 8: Holy Frustration!—The Church’s
Questions

From the Organist
Read more at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organistsblog/

To celebrate Easter, lilies will be placed
in the Sanctuary as both honorary and
memorial gifts. To provide an Easter lily
gift, visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/easter-lilies/. Or, you may mail the
following information and your payment

them continued visibility and viability.
The list goes on…because we know
what we do as the church is important

What we do on Sunday mornings is
important. The influence of worship
and prayer in our lives and in the world
should not be minimized. Prayer is our
subversive work in the world. Worship
is, all at once, an affirmation of our
allegiance to God and a rebellion
against all competing powers and
systems. Our worship strengthens us,
encourages us, challenges us, and I
trust, pleases our God. During these
days of social distance and crowd
dispersion, providing a time of worship
via media resources is an important
work of the church.
What we do as the church is
important. Our church staff met
today and discussed one pressing
question—how will we use our
resources to serve those within the
circle of our influence? We will spend
time contacting members who are in
high risk groups to ensure they receive
care. We will funnel resources and
energy to persons whose income, food
sources, and other primary needs will
be threatened by this crisis. We will
offer our technology to other churches
and community organizations to allow

Reminder

(checks payable to First Baptist Church;
First Baptist Church, Attn: Kimberly
Coates, 847 Cleveland Street, Greenville,
SC 29601) or drop it off in person. Orders
and checks ($30/dedication and memorial)
should be received by Monday, March 30.

What each of us does as a member of
the Christian community is important.
I hope you will find ways – look
for ways – to serve and undergird
your neighbors, our church and our
community during this uncertain
chapter. Call people who are aged
or live alone and let them know you
are thinking about them. Help your
children learn to play – to discard
the idea of boredom and use their
imaginations. Be generous if you
can. If you eat in restaurants, tip well.
Purchase gift cards from locally owned
businesses whose cash flow might
be lessened. Refuse reimbursements
from arts venues and allow the money
to be a donation. Be generous with
your gifts to the church and other
non-profits. In economically trying
times, gifts to the church and nonprofits tend to wane while at the same
time the financial demands on these
caregiving entities increase.
I heard a television pundit say
yesterday, “I hope we survive all of
this.” I smiled. We can thrive through
all of this! Remember who we are.
Remember whose we are. Let’s
continue to be Christ’s church in God’s
world.
—Jim

Name

In honor of:

Phone Number

In memory of:

Email Address (if applicable)
Number of Gifts ($30 each)

A Note of Thanks
MISSIONS

AND A REMINDER TO SHARE
To our Food Partner Churches,
As 2020 begins, we want to let you
know how thankful we are for your
food donations in 2019. In 2019
our partnering churches provided
over $69,000 in food. Last year we
provided more than 2000 bags of
food valued at $84,000. We want
to thank you for being a “Food
Partner” and helping us meet the
needs of people we served during
2019.
The people who come to us live in
poverty. It is hard to understand
how they make ends meet with

We received the following note in appreciation for our gifts of
canned fruit to United Ministries. Remember to continue to bring
your gifts and place them in the marked bins placed throughout
the church.
so little. When they come to us,
they are in financial crisis. No
food, no money to pay rent or
utilities and no way to obtain life
sustaining medication. When a
crisis occurs, there is nowhere for
them to turn for financial help.
It is important we are here!
Through you and your food
donations you become a blessing
to someone in need. Your
food donations insure we have
adequate funding to provide not
only food but financial assistance
for rent, utilities and medicine.

Thanks!
Many thanks for the LOVE you showed through
Inasmuch Day 2020 on Saturday, March 7! We
had 280 participants serving on 24 projects with
21 partner organizations! Special thanks to our
project leaders and planning committee! To view or
download pictures from the day, visit here: https://
fbcgreenvillesc.smugmug.com/2020inasmuchday/
To view the video, visit here: https://www.youtube.
com/user/fbcgreenvillesc/videos
—Laura

The people who receive your food
are thankful. It tells them someone
cares. We thank you and look
forward to partnering with you in
2020.
—Johanne Puckett
Volunteer Food Coordinator
United Ministries
606 Pendleton Street, Greenville,
SC 29601

designed to facilitate contemplation and reflection to
help you to begin, continue or deepen your Lenten
journey in complete silence. We hope you will join us
for a Morning of Solitude.

You are invited to switch off your phone, step away
from the busyness of life (for a short while) and
turn inward for a quiet day of self-guided reflection,
examination, listening and prayer. You will follow
stations that Cathie McFadden has arranged and

Annual Youth Trips

The Roadrunners trip to attend
the Living Gallery at Bob Jones
University on April 3 has been
cancelled by BJU. No makeup
event has been planned at this
time. Payments will be refunded.

—Matt

to the youth family. Last, but not least, is Rockmont.
Camp Rockmont has been a staple of First Baptist
Greenville’s Youth Ministry since the 90s. We continue
to travel there every Labor Day weekend for our fall
retreat. Rockmont is a beloved tradition, and it is
where we kick off the yearly theme as well as find
time to relax and play.
With so much to do, how can anyone keep up with all
of it? Well, we have an exciting announcement! You
can now find all youth family registrations and signups in one place. You can find it by visiting the Youth
Family page on First Baptist Greenville’s website.
There you will find a large blue button labeled:
“Youth Family Registrations and Sign-Ups.” Be
sure to bookmark this link so you can see all of our
events and trips and register for them! You can see
this page for yourself by following this link: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/youth/
—Will Raybon

The September 21-28 (MondayMonday) bus trip with the
Roadrunners to the Dutch
Country area of Pennsylvania
and Washington, DC it STILL ON!
Diamond Tours bus tour company
is customizing a trip for us that
combines a Lancaster Show
Trip, touring the Dutch Country,
and hitting the highlights of our

nation’s capital. The total cost
for the trip is $895 and includes
motorcoach transportation,
7 nights lodging, 13 meals
(7 breakfasts and 6 dinners),
admission to several shows,
museums, and attractions. Spots
are still available. Contact Shanda
to sign up!
—Shanda

SENIOR ADULTS

Due to the suspension of church
gatherings until April 5, the First
Friday Lunch and More on Friday,
April 3 has been cancelled.

For more information and to sign up, visit here:
firstbaptistgreenville.com/morningofsolitude

YOUTH

There are a lot of great Youth Ministry events that
occur throughout the year, but some of the most
anticipated events are our annual youth trips. Our
middle school youth usually begin their youth
missions experience by traveling to Asheville, NC,
every March to serve alongside several nonprofits;
however, we will not be traveling this March due to
the precautions we are taking in response to the
recommendations by the CDC. The high school youth
are able to solidify their understanding of mission by
engaging in a different type of mission every June.
By the time July rolls around, all our youth are ready
to travel to Tennessee for Unidiversity Youth Camp.
Here they are able to laugh, learn and love beside
youth from churches across the southeast. As a new
school year begins, we welcome our new 6th grade
youth on our Merge retreat. The new youth are able
to have some fun together while getting acquainted

Originally scheduled for March, we are in the process
of rescheduling. Please watch for upcoming date and
registration information.
Date:
Saturday, TBD
Time:
9:00am – Check-in, breakfast, coffee
		
9:30am – A Morning of Solitude
Noon – Dismiss in silence
Location:
First Baptist Greenville’s Parlor
Price:
$10 (includes breakfast)

SEE

We live in a busy world. In caring for our families and
attending to our jobs and other responsibilities, we
rarely make time to adequately care for ourselves. We
are tired—mind, body and soul. Spiritual Enrichment
Events (SEE) are designed to provide a space of rest,
prayer, personal nurture and retreat.

Sent on Saturday
(prior to school closures):

Given the recent announcements of
‘States of Emergency’ in our nation and
state, and given the ethical responsibility
we have to slow the spread of CoVid-19
in our immediate community, we have
decided to cancel services tomorrow
and intentionally set the following path
forward:

$437,413

Pastoral Care

On Call Nights and Weekends
March 16-22
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
March 23-29
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

7) The offices will be open on a normal
schedule. Ministers will be available
to ensure the ministries of the church
continue, social service needs are met
and mission endeavors are pursued. Any
employee with childcare needs due to
subsequent school closure may work from
home without penalty. We also encourage
any employee or member who is sick to
stay home and not come to the office.
8) We will encourage Sunday School
classes and other small groups to remain
in contact with each other, encourage
each other and provide service to each
other when possible.
9) We will encourage all members to
continue their financial generosity via mail
or electronic giving.
10) We will continue to pray for our
neighbors and our world.
In the end, it will be impossible to know if
we overreacted or did too much, but it will
be quite apparent if we under reacted or
did too little.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).
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6) All pastoral care visits will be made
via telephone, email, Skype or other
electronic means. Ministerial Staff will
not visit hospitals, nursing homes, or
assisted living facilities except in the case
of emergencies. Every effort will be made
to ensure members in need of pastoral
presence will be contacted. Please
continue to call the church to keep us up
to date about needs of which you become
aware.

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

$519,230

5) Worship will be provided via Livestream
and radio. Minsters and soloists will come
to the church sanctuary each Sunday
at 10:30 to provide an hour of worship
leadership for those who access these
media sources.

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 3/14

4) First Baptist Day School (FBDS) will
continue to follow the closure schedule
of the Greenville County School District.
FBDS will remain in session until /
if Greenville County Schools decide to
close.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

2) Other groups leasing or using our
facility (Einstein School, Greenville Youth
Jazz Ensemble, Greenville Gay Men’s
Chorus, Chicora Voices, Greenville
Symphony Orchestra, etc…) will be
allowed to set their own policy with regard

3) The AYMC will be closed until April
6 and ALL groups using this facility will
cancel meetings.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1) Beginning tomorrow, all scheduled
‘gatherings’ of the church congregation
will be suspended until Palm Sunday, April
5. The situation will be reassessed at that
time and the closure will either end or be
extended. (This includes but is not limited
to: worship, Sunday School, MidWeek
Services, Youth, Children’s and Preschool
Events, Committee Meetings, Circle
meetings and all other scheduled activities
of the church.) Cleaning crews have
already implemented enhanced cleaning
and sanitation measures.

to closure except those groups meeting in
the AYMC.

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Note from Jim Dant,
Senior Minister
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Care List

as of 3/16/2020
Hospitals

St. Francis Downtown: Rosalind Tedards

Greer Memorial: Shirley Smith

Recently Discharged

Ann Jones, Cherry Marshall, Harriet Major

Introducing

John and Judy Adamson,
4 Creekridge Road,
Greenville 29607, joined
FBG during worship on
Sunday, March 8, by
statement of previous
profession of faith and
baptism from another denomination. They
are now retired.

Need a Ride

to the Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation
Committee offers rides for members to
and from medical appointments. Request
a week in advance when possible. Contact
Committee Chair Mary Rankin rankinma@
yahoo.com or 630-2894.

