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Rustlings

Sunday,
March 15, 2020

BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Third Sunday in Lent
Youth Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; John 4:5-12
Sermon: The Dark Side of Tradition
Service Choir: Vocare

Anthem: “Sisi Ni Moja” – NARVERUD;
“Handiwork of God” – MILLER
Soloists: William King, violin; Will
Bailey, marimba

Sanctuary Flowers
In place of flowers this week, our
Youth Family is sharing a mural on
the theme of “Here We Are: Beautiful
Mess” that was created during their
fall retreat at Rockmont.
If you would like to enhance our
worship space by placing flowers for
one of our services, please contact
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527
ext. 128. Upcoming open dates are
March 29 and May 24 and 31.

From the Organist
Read more at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organistsblog/

It was Spring Break 1980. Four
college freshmen piled into a 1972
Chevy Vega, left Central Kentucky
and headed to Pensacola, Florida.
An ice chest took up two-thirds of
the teeny-tiny trunk. It was filled
with enough bologna, hot dogs, soft
drinks, mustard and mayonnaise
to hopefully last us four days. The
remainder of cargo space held four
small bags containing one extra swim
suit, one extra t-shirt, soap, shampoo,
toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant…
well…you get the picture. The only
other clothing we had were the swim
trunks, t-shirts and flip flops we were
wearing. The only other items in the
car were: frisbees, a football, a couple
of books, our cassette tapes (KISS,
Peter Frampton, Bob Seger, Saturday
Night Fever Soundtrack and The
Cars.) We lived and slept in the Vega
for four days. We washed at the beach
showers – semi-scrubbing our clothing
as we bathed, sat on the hood of the
car for all our meals and returned to
finish Spring semester with a passel of
stories. It’s the only time I’ve ever lived
in a car. It was a choice.

The Interfaith Hospitality Network
(IHN) is a partnership between United
Ministries and several churches
in our area to provide shelter and
support for families in Greenville
who are experiencing homelessness.
Formerly referred to as GAIHN, we
have participated in this partnership
for years. The educational space in
the lower floor below our Fellowship
Hall is transformed into living rooms,
bedrooms and dining areas. Families
enjoy safe space, good food and
friendly faces during their time with
us. We will next be hosting homeless
families March 29-April 5. (This is one
of four weeks out of the year we serve
as hosts.) If you would like to be part
of this amazing ministry, you can help
with set up and break down on the
listed Sundays, provide or help serve a
meal, be an evening host from 5-8pm,
or be an overnight host from 8pm7am.
It’s fine for a bunch of college
freshmen to spend a week in a car by
choice. Families should have a safer,
more comfortable place to stay and
a more suitable diet to enjoy. Contact
the church office (233-2527) or our
Missions Director Laura Stout (laura.
stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com or
233-2527 ext. 145) if you would like to
volunteer.
—Jim

Reminders

Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale
March 13-14
Make Donations by March 11

Wednesdays at First Activities
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Activities and Services during
Lent and Holy Week
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/lent-holyweek/

EASTER

Lenten Roses, Palms and Easter Lilies
Sharing
flowers is a
way to show
care for loved
ones—their
beauty warms
the heart. The
same is true for FBG. The flowers
in our Sanctuary are beautiful to
see and a way to bring a little of
outside, God’s creation, inside our
worship space. The arrangements
on Sunday mornings are donated
by members of our congregation,
placed there in memory or honor
of loved ones—or simply as a
celebration of God’s generosity.
Those flowers are a blessing
twice: once as a beautification of
our worship space and again as
they are taken apart, rearranged
and delivered to those in our
congregation who are not able
to be out and about. If you
would like to place flowers in the

Sanctuary for one of our Sunday
services, contact me at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com,
and we will get it scheduled.
To celebrate Easter, an
arrangement of lilies will be
placed in the Sanctuary as both
honorary and memorial gifts.
These gifts will also provide the
palms used the week before on
Palm Sunday. All lily gifts will be
published in the newsletter. We
have a new option for giving this
year—online! If you are interested
in providing an Easter lily gift,
visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/easter-lilies/ and follow
the instructions to submit your
dedications. You may even
pay online! If you would prefer,
you may still mail the following
information and your payment
(checks payable to First Baptist
Church) to me at church or drop it

off in person. Orders and checks
($30 each) should be received by
Monday, March 30. If you would
like to make a gift toward this
arrangement, send the following
information to my attention at the
church (First Baptist Church, Attn:
Kimberly Coates, 847 Cleveland
Street, Greenville, SC 29601),
along with your contribution of
$30 per dedication:
Name
Phone Number
Email Address (if applicable)
Number of Gifts ($30 each)
In honor of:
In memory of:
Please make checks payable to
First Baptist Church.
Orders should be received by
March 30 to allow time to order
palms and lilies.
—Kimberly

CHILDREN

Children’s Ministry Is Ready for Summer!
Summer 2020 is just around the corner, and we
hope that your children can be part of all the fun and
spiritual growth that will be going on this season at
First Baptist Greenville.
Registration is open now for church members and
regular visitors. Registration opens April 1 for nonchurch members. Registration closes for all summer
programming May 1. Register for all activities at
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/childrens-summer/
•

Missions Blast, The Fruits of the Spirit:
Take a Big Bite!
For children who’ve finished grades 1 or 2
June 8-11, Monday-Thursday, 9am-1pm
(Thanks to the Stogner gift, this program is free
of charge. Missions Blast registration requires a
commitment of all four days.)

•

Missions Blast, Brave!
For children who’ve finished grades 3, 4 or 5
June 15-18, Monday-Thursday, 9am-3:30pm
(Thanks to the Stogner gift, this program is free
of charge. Missions Blast registration requires a
commitment of all four days.)

•

Camp Prism
For children who’ve finished grades 3, 4 or 5
July 14-17
Thanks to the Stogner gift, this program is offered
at a reduced price of $100.
—Becky

Here We Are: Beautiful Mess represents what
happens when we all come to the table with unique
messes. Both good and bad, these messes are a part
of who we are and what we bring to the table. It is
when all our messes come together and are accepted
and valued for the beauty that they are that Church
happens. We learn to see the beauty in our messes
when we come to understand our sense of self, that
we are all in process together, and that we are all
made in the image of God.

All FBG youth are invited and encouraged to wear
their Youth Family t-shirt and participate by sitting
together in our youth pews, collecting offering, being
greeters or leading in worship. We want everyone
to be there for this special Youth Sunday worship
service. Contact Sarah Carter (sarah.carter@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) to purchase a Youth Family
t-shirt for $12 and for more information about Youth
Sunday.
—Mary Carol and Will

Calling ALL Graduates!
On Sunday, May 17, First Baptist
Greenville will celebrate and honor
the graduating classes of 2020—
high school, college and graduate
school. The day will begin in the
AYMC, when graduates and their
families are invited to share in a
time of breakfast and fellowship
with our Youth Family. During
worship at 10:30am, graduates
will wear their graduation caps
and gowns and will be individually
recognized and given a special gift
from the church. A special

luncheon for our high school
graduates will follow worship.
We understand that some
graduates may not be present for
our 10:30am worship service on
Sunday, May 17. However, we
ask that every graduate submit
a recent photo of themselves (by
Sunday, March 29) so we can
recognize them in our church
newsletter, The Branch, and
display pictures of all of our
graduates on the bulletin board
outside Jim Dant’s office.

All graduates who are connected
to FBG and are graduating this
May, please help us by completing
a Graduate Info Form no later than
Sunday, April 19! You can find the
form by using the link listed below.
Graduate Info Form: https://goo.gl/
forms/AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1
—Mary Carol and Will

YOUTH

Join us on Sunday, March 15, for a moving Youth
Sunday worship service as our youth lead and
challenge us as they continue our Lenten theme of
“Come to the Dark Side.” Our youth are working hard
to voice what beautiful messes have to do with Lent.
Lent is an important season of introspection. It is a
journey into the dark before arriving at the light. There
could not be a better time to explore the paradox of a
beautiful mess.

Wednesday Supper

$403,127

March 18

Adult: Beef Tips and Rice, Steamed
Vegetable Medley, Pineapple Casserole,
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert

Child: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip,
Fresh Fruit, Cookies
Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time and
		
Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines
			 Open
5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
		 MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Pastoral Care
March 9-15
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
March 16-22
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”
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Care List

MidWeek Fellowship

Hospitals

Bible Study: The Gospel of John
Jim Dant, Teacher
Special Guest Musician: Bobby Jo
Valentine

St. Francis Downtown: Harriet Major,
Rosalind Tedards
Greer Memorial: Shirley Smith

Sympathy

…to Jo Devon and family in the death of
her sister-in-law.

Introducing

On Call Nights and Weekends

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Receipts as of 3/4

Child: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots, Fruit,
Cookies

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

$467,307

Adult: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed
Vegetables, Salad, Bread

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 3/7

as of 3/9/2020

March 11

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

Required reservations for the meal must
be made by noon on the Monday prior by
visiting the church website or calling the
church office. Permanent reservations for
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

3/10 10:00am-3:00pm Holy Rollers to
		 Dillard House in Helen, GA
3/11 Wednesdays at First Activities
MidWeek Fellowship: Jim Dant
		 presents the Gospel of John
3/13-14 Neighborhood Partnership Yard
		 Sale (Practice Gym)
3/15 9:30am First Baptist 101 (Clemons
		 Conference Room)
9:30am Protecting Our Children
		 (A302)
10:30am Third Sunday in Lent
Youth Sunday
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal
		 (Choir Room)
3/18 Wednesdays at First Activities
MidWeek Fellowship: Jim Dant
		 presents the Gospel of John
Youth High School: Games
Youth Middle School: Sex Series
		 6 – Melisa Holmes – Middle
		 School Only (AYMC)
3/19-21 First Baptist Day School Hosts
		 NAREA Conference
3/22 9:30am First Baptist 101 		
		 (Clemons Conference Room)
10:30am Fourth Sunday in Lent

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!

Bryan Brown and
Leonard Nienaber,
3 Sweetspire Lane,
Simpsonville 29681,
joined FBG during
worship on Sunday,
March 1, by statement of previous
profession of faith and baptism from
another denomination. Bryan is employed
with the Greenville Housing Fund, and
Leonard is a freelance artist.

Need a Ride

to the Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation
Committee offers rides for members to
and from medical appointments. Request
a week in advance when possible. Contact
Committee Chair Mary Rankin rankinma@
yahoo.com or 630-2894.

March 11, 6:15pm

Bobby Jo Valentine returns to First Baptist
Greenville to share some of his music for
our MidWeek Fellowship service this week.
Bobby Jo provided our Ash Wednesday
service in
2019. He is
a Californiabased singersongwriter
whose music is
a true reflection
of life—heartopening and
story-driven.
You don’t want
to miss it!

