PERSPECTIVES
We cannot change how we see others
It is unwise to think that
We are capable of expanding our views
Because, in reality,
The world is full of labels, slurs, and slights
Even if
We can put ourselves in another’s shoes
Judging and name-calling are the norms
And it is unreasonable to think
It is all about kindness
Because
Compassion works
Only when it benefits us
It’s not true our integrity counts
I’m sure you can agree that
Empathy is another word for faking it
It’s impossible to endorse the notion that
Showing respect can improve lives
Welcome mats beget bad news
And it’s unsound to assume
It is all about open arms
Since
Embracing diversity can occur
Only when it improves our status
It’s incorrect to believe acceptance pays off
I’m sure you will concur that
Strangers are glaring warning signs
I do not believe that
We can change how we see others
(Now read from bottom to top.)
~ Rich H. Kenney, Jr.
https://www.socialworker.com/extras/social-work-month-2018/perspectives/

Engaging the Artwork
Visual Theology – Praying with the Eyes
The history of Christian faith and theology is also a history of the eye, the ear, of bodily
gesture and movement, the mind imagining, and the senses conjoining.1 Visual theology
is the field that examines how the sense of sight is used to see the existence of God in the
world and give it meaning to us as God’s people. A work of art isn’t just an object that is
beautiful to its viewer; it becomes a tool to see – a technique of examination and
contemplation – that may lead the viewer in prayer.
Visio Divina (Latin) for “Holy Seeing” or “Divine Looking,” is a Christian prayer
practice that creates an openness to encounters with God and the Word.2 It is similar to
the sixth-century Benedictine practice of Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) in which one
meditates on a passage of scripture allowing the Spirit to speak through the story.
Included with each meditation are pictures that correspond to the author’s writing and
experiences. Using the guide below, it is our intention that you allow the artists and
writers to work symphonically as you explore this devotion.
1. Prepare: Close your eyes, take deep breaths, clear your mind and ask God to
enter into this time of prayer with you. Ask God to speak to you through this
image.
2. Lectio (read): Read the scripture passages assigned and the authors reflection.
Spend time scanning the image as you note what draws your interest. Close and
rest your eyes a minute.
3. Mediatio (meditate): Deepen your focus on just the part of the image that
caught your eyes and name it. Close your eyes, seeing that part of the image in
your mind.
4. Oratio (pray): Open your eyes and allow the Spirit to bring forth a word,
image or emotion. With what did you connect most closely, from the image and
the author? Close and rest your eyes.
5. Contemplatio (contemplation): Open your eyes and take deep breaths.
What is God speaking to you today through this image? How will you respond?
Spend time processing that with God. Pray or journal about it.
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Ash Wednesday
February 26, 2020
Lections:
Joel 2:1-2; 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
“Beware of practicing
your piety before others in
order to be seen by them.”
~ Matthew 6:1a; NRSV
Looking back on the stories of
our lives is rarely an easy
endeavor. From our earliest
moments we internalize
experiences, words and feelings
to combine them to form our
memories. Ash Wednesdsay is
the day we place ashes on our
foreheads and remember that our
lives really are finite. What
memories come to mind when
you think about this strange and holy day? What feelings do you associate with these
memories?
Brad Modlin reminisces about the feeling of missing out (FOMO) in his poem entitled
“What You Missed That Day You Were Absent from Fourth Grade.” Listen below as he
recounts that fateful day…
Mrs. Nelson explained how to stand still and listen
to the wind, how to find meaning in pumping gas,
how peeling potatoes can be a form of prayer. She took questions
on how not to feel lost in the dark.
After lunch she distributed worksheets
that covered ways to remember your grandfather’s
voice. Then the class discussed falling asleep
without feeling you had forgotten to do something else –
something important – and how to believe

the house you wake in is your home. This prompted
Mrs. Nelson to draw a chalkboard diagram detailing
how to chant the Psalms during cigarette breaks,
and how not to squirm for sound when your own thoughts
are all you hear; also, that you are enough.
The English lesson was that I AM
is a complete sentence.
And just before the afternoon bell, she made the math equation
look easy. The one that proves that hundreds of questions,
and feeling cold, and all those nights spent looking
for whatever it was you lost, and one person
add up to something.3
There are many times in our lives when we feel out of our depth, when nobody prepared
us to know how to survive the not-knowing. The gospel writer recalls a memory of what
good religious people should be observing: giving alms, praying, and fasting. The
problem arises when we do these good things for the wrong reason. When giving alms
becomes an exchange of services…when praying becomes a public spectacle…when
fasting becomes a way to garner attention – these are the times when religion goes to the
dark side – yet sometimes the movement is subtler than that. As Martin Luther King Jr.
reminds us “Any religion that professes to be concerned about the souls of men and is not
concerned about the slums that damn them, the economic conditions that strangle them
and the social conditions that cripple them is a spiritually moribund religion awaiting
burial.”
Be careful, little children, don’t store up
treasure on earth; store up yourselves
treasure in heaven. As we are marked
this day with that solemn reminder, let
us not focus on ourselves and all the
things we are potentially leaving behind.
Instead, let us focus on others and how
their lives will be changed without our
presence. Instead of suffering from the
fear of missing out (FOMO), may we
take pleasure in all the places, ways and
people we are privileged to encounter
each day. May we learn to become
better human ‘beings’ rather than
human ‘doings.’
3
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PRAYER:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console.
To be understood, as to understand.
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive
And it’s in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it’s in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Eric Coleman is a member of the Gayle Price class and Sanctuary Choir. He is currently
working toward completion of his doctorate in Pastoral Care & Counseling at Gardner
Webb. He is a Stephen Leader & Minister, Myers-Briggs Practitioner, Certified Trauma
Professional, and trained in “A Window Between Worlds (AWBW.org) to help clients
transform trauma to healing through art. Eric is currently completing a year-long CPE
residency program at Johnson City Medical Center (Level-1 Trauma) in TN.

1st Sunday of Lent
March 1, 2020
Lections:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 || Psalm 32 || Romans 5:12-19 || Matthew 4:1-11
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”
~ Matthew 4:1-11; NRSV
If you're like me, much of this passage
may feel a bit uncomfortable, as the idea
of Jesus being forced to fight scripture
with scripture seems like a mindboggling puzzle. However, if we think
about this passage more holistically, it
demonstrates the need to not only
remember the word of God but also (and
perhaps more importantly) the nature of
God. After Jesus begins citing scripture
as his reasoning for not going along
with the devil’s requests, the devil starts
citing scripture back at him to seemingly validate the temptations that follow. While a
conversation about scripture passages with the devil may seem like a foreign concept in
our own lives, there are still many parallels to what we experience today. Many
individuals from whom we hear, ranging from public figures to personal acquaintances,
often have reasons to claim that we should or shouldn’t think, act or believe in various
ways. Even among those theological scholars who are doing their best to put personal
agendas aside, there is frequently disagreement as to how we should interpret any of a
number of different biblical passages. Given all of this, how do we know what to follow?
How do we know if we are simply being tempted with smoothly-spoken scripture (as
Jesus was here), or truly being led by God by being reminded of what we have learned in
various biblical texts?
While none of us can perfectly answer this question, we can look to the model of Jesus in
this passage and try our best to follow his example. It seems that many of his rebuttals to
the scripture that was being misused came back to understanding the humility and trust
with which God wants us to live our lives. Each temptation Jesus faced in this passage
represented a call to glorify himself instead of God in one way or another. First, the devil
tells a very hungry Jesus to turn stones to bread, which would lead Christ to depend on
his own power rather than that of God. Next, the devil tempts Jesus to show off his power
by jumping off of the temple and remaining unharmed, which does not align with the
attitude of humility and service that acts as the true purpose of Jesus’ God-granted power.
Finally, the devil makes a point of physically showing Jesus all of the beautiful kingdoms

he claims he would give him if Jesus were to simply worship the devil instead of the
Lord, which is perhaps the clearest appeal to seeking personal glory of the various
temptations in this passage.
These temptations are not all that different from those we face today. We all want to feel
as if we are in full control of our lives, so we are easily tempted to rely on our own
limited powers instead of asking God for help. We all want to feel special and important
and admired by many, which can tempt us to veer away from a life of humility and
service and one toward meaningless demonstrations of whatever power we can exercise.
Further, we are constantly being tempted and even tempting each other with more – a
nicer car, a bigger house, trendier items, et cetera. The list of “more” in which we can
indulge to build our own kingdoms is practically endless. However, perhaps because
none of these three temptations are typically coming from direct conversations with the
devil, we dismiss them all too easily as issues of minimal concern, despite the force with
which Jesus rejects them here.
Even after considering this passage in a broader light, the inherent implications of this
scripture still make me uncomfortable. It leaves me concerned that I won’t discern a true
temptation from divine intervention, or that I won’t have the will to reject that temptation
with the tenacity that Jesus does in this account of his own temptation. These sorts of
concerns surrounding personal failure can make this feel like a somewhat dark and
difficult passage to read. However, the ironic twist to the story is that we don’t have to be
good at these things. While knowledge of the biblical stories God has left us is certainly
of great value, it is also comforting to know that we do not have to rely solely on our own
abilities to enact the lessons of these stories, as we were certainly not made to do so.
Simply acknowledging our limitations and God’s power is enough and seems to be
exactly what God wants from us in the first place.

PRAYER:
God, please help me to know when I am being led by you versus led astray.
Further, please help me to avoid leading others astray by helping me to seek to glorify
you instead of myself. As Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.” Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Kate Anderson is a leader in the Bible and Culture Room for Children on Mission.
She and her husband, Paul, are members of the Gayle Price Sunday School Class
and serve on the 2020 Inasmuch Day Planning Committee. They live in Simpsonville
with their rabbit, Cosmo.

2nd Sunday of Lent
March 8, 2020
Lections:
Genesis 12:1-4a || Psalm 121 || Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 || John 3:1-17
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
~ John 3:16; NRSV

I vividly remember the colorful chart that used to hang in my Third Grade Sunday school
Class on the children’s wing. The chart had the names of all of the children in the class,
and we each had our own row that would be filled with stickers when we memorized
various bible verses. John 3:16 was one of the first verses of scripture I recall memorizing
and reciting. This scripture phrase appeared many times throughout my childhood years
at FBC, and it always provided a guiding light when times felt dark.
When faced with tragedy and grief, this passage is a beacon of hope and faith. It is a
reminder of the eternal joy that awaits us when the time is right. To me, this verse grasps
the very core of the meaning of Easter. Our Creator had such a love for us that he wanted
us to experience eternal peace, love and joy. His son, Jesus Christ, came to this world not
to condemn but to save and show grace and mercy. I have loved John 3:16 for many

years; however, a bible study I attended about a year ago allowed me to see the scripture
in a new light. John 3:17 is often not focused on as much as John 3:16, but I believe it
provides more spiritual insight. Jesus gave his life for us so that we may be forgiven for
our sins, but he did not condemn us. John 3:17 instead states that Jesus Christ came to the
earth so that the world might be saved.
For me that verse conveys a strong feeling of hope and casts a ray of light in times that
may feel like darkness. John 3:16 is an important verse because it teaches us the meaning
behind why Jesus was sent to this Earth, showing what God’s plan was. However, I think
that John 3:17 adds a sense of faith and hope during this Lenten journey.
“Indeed, God did not send
the Son into the world to
condemn the world,
but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”
~ John 3:17; NRSV

PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, I thank you for sending your beloved son to the world to cast
light amongst the darkness. May we learn to become beacons of light in this
ever-darkening world and to show compassion and understanding to those
we encounter. May we continue this Lenten journey and continue to reflect on our
faith journeys and our relationship with you. In your name we pray, Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Sarah Paden Mobley is the daughter of Debbie and Sherwood Mobley.
She is in her sophomore year at Furman University studying Political Science and
Communications and is involved in all things Furman.
Sarah is also a 6th grade Sunday School Teacher.

3rd Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2020
Lections:
Exodus 17:1-7 || Psalm 95 || Romans 5:1-11 ||
John 4:5-42
“…but those who drink of the water
I will give them will never be thirsty. The water
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
~ John 4:14; NRSV
It's noontime at the well. The Samaritan woman who came to draw water, an essential of
physical life, is initially confused because Jesus is talking about a different kind of
“water” – the Living Water, essential for Spiritual Life.
I ask myself, “How often do I place my thirst for earthly water – my thirst for necessities
and comforts – over my thirst for the Living Water of God? When I am doing so, is this
the decision I want to make?” When the woman departs from Jesus, she leaves her
earthen jug behind, an action of commitment to her choice of a new life with Christ.
It's noontime at the well. Colossians 1:26-27 speaks of “the mystery that has been hidden
throughout the ages ...which is Christ in you.” If the Light of God shines within me, why
am I so often blind to this? What creates the inner darkness? What is blocking our Divine
Source?
We are brilliantly designed by our Creator for survival not only physically, but
emotionally. One of our unconscious defense mechanisms is to form inner walls. These
walls protect us from pain – the pain of grief, fear, guilt, betrayal, doubt, faulty beliefs
and more. Our walls are useful and often necessary – until they're not. As spiritual
seekers, our inner walls and shadows can keep us from standing in the full Light of
Christ. Protecting our pain moors us to the earthly waters. A vital part of the spiritual path
is freeing ourselves from our inner blocks. However, facing these inner walls often
presents a great challenge.
Our natural instinct is to run from pain – to run from our inner woundedness, guilt and
grief. We already experienced the pain when the wounding occurred, why revisit it? We
are biologically programmed to avoid discomfort. This instinctual level of life is
represented by the water that the Samaritan woman sought at the well – the earthly
waters, but on a spiritual path, in order to drink of the Living Waters, to surrender fully to
the Living Christ – the Mystery within each of us – we must meet Christ in the full light
of noon, standing in transparency. At the well, Jesus fully knew, accepted and embraced

the Samaritan woman. Each time we bring a part of ourselves to the Divine Holiness for
healing, we too will be fully known, accepted and embraced.
The first step to inner healing is often self-awareness. Do I know what I'm protecting? Do
I recognize my inner walls? Then, of course, willingness: Am I ready to bring this to
God? We are the wells, and the Living Water dwells within us, but the walls that we have
built inside us act as dams to stop the flow of the Living Water. Fortunately, we can go
inward and take these walls down, sometimes one brick at a time.

I seem to have the Great Wall of China within me, and one practice that I have found
helpful involves breath and prayer. It starts with paying attention to your breath. After a
few deep breaths, notice what is present within you: Physical pain? Emotional pain?
Harmful thoughts? Identify what speaks the loudest. Breathe into it a few times. Make
space for it. Allow it to be. Realize that it is not the Truth of you. Then ask the Holy
Spirit to heal whatever needs to be healed. Stay with this prayer of healing for as long as
you are led to do so. While doing this, you may notice an inner urge to flee. If so, start
there. Put your attention on that feeling and breathe into that fear. While there are many
helpful spiritual practices, I like this one because it generates not only healing and
retraining, but also understanding. Until we understand what stymies us from a closer
connection with the Divine, it can be difficult to move towards a deeper union.

After the Samaritan woman leaves, sans water jug, the conversation now turns to food.
Jesus tells his disciples the harvest is not in four months, but now. In Luke 17:21, the
Pharisees ask when the kingdom of God shall arrive, and Jesus answers, “The kingdom of
God is within you.” (KJV) Both Luke and John are saying the same thing. We can
experience heaven on earth; we can gather the harvest now. To do so, though, we must be
fully present with Christ. I long for this.
I long to allow the flow of the Living Waters to fully move through me moment-bymoment, to stand with Christ at noontime. Perhaps you do, too. It is a step-by-step
journey, and may not always be comfortable, but with each inner brick we remove, the
light of Christ can shine more brightly through us into the darkness of this world.

PRAYER:
Beloved Holy Spirit – our Healer, Comforter and Strength – please purify me and heal
my woundedness: body, heart, mind and soul. Prepare me so that I may do the will of
God and shine the light of Christ into this world, day by day and moment by moment.
Thank You for Your grace. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Megan Kiana is a member of the Centering Prayer Group.
She grew up in West Virginia and currently lives in Greenville.

4th Sunday of Lent
March 22, 2020
Lections:
1 Samuel 16:1-13 || Psalm 23 || Ephesians 5:8-14 || John 9:1-41
“But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’”
~ John 9:10; NRSV
In our home, questions abound. Some are simple and easy to answer: What time are we
leaving for church? Some are innocently asked yet anxiety provoking: What’s for dinner?
Some are asked with a hint of sarcasm: Who left the towels on the floor? There are the
rhetorical questions: But why would our country do that? More and more frequently, the
question is posed: What is going on here? (This last one not only applies to whatever is
happening in our household but also in the loud and hectic world in which we live.)
In our lives, we question ourselves and each other all day, every day. Questions are
healthy. Questions are how we begin to understand what is going on around us, find
clarity, provide motivation, and begin connecting to each other. Questions are our tools in
the search for truth. On the flip side (and there is always a flip side), questions can be
toxic and hurtful and aggressive. They can be used to trap, place doubt, and prove a point
– be it right or wrong.
In the story detailed in John 9, notice all of the questions. I counted at least fifteen. The
disciples kick off with a question to Jesus. The healed man’s neighbors can’t believe
what just happened and begin to question him. They refuse to believe him and take him
to the Pharisees to find clarity in their confusion. The defensive Pharisees question the
healed man, question his parents, and even bring the poor guy back for a second
interrogation. The healed man turns the tables on them by questioning their motives. Not
surprisingly, when the healed man returns to Jesus, Jesus answers him in question form:
Who do you say that I am? Finally, the incredulous Pharisees, with a strong hint of
sarcasm, ask Jesus if he thought they might be blind.
The miracle of sight to a man born blind was, and still is, amazing. It’s spectacular. It’s
not surprising that the neighbors and the Pharisees seek clarity and ask so many
questions. Of course they want to know why and how! When they are unable to
understand what the healed man is telling them, though, the tone of the questioning turns
darker, and their defensiveness and disbelief evolve into their blind spot. Instead of
rejoicing that this blind man can now see, instead of considering the power of this event,
they demand answers such that they twist the mysterious and miraculous into some kind
of sinful and dark act.

God knows that we all want to know how and why things happen in our lives and in our
world. He understands that we have lots of questions. He also understands our frustration
when we can’t feel satisfied with the answers we hear. He is patient with our endless list
of questions, and He will answer them. Perhaps He’ll not answer us in a way that leaves
us immediately satisfied, but over time, we will become enlightened. In the meantime,
there will be mystery, and our lack of understanding will feel very dark, but let’s not miss
the power of the Divine by asking so many questions.

An additional observation came to my mind as I read through this scripture. In this story,
the blind man doesn’t ask to be healed. He doesn’t ask why he is in his predicament. He
doesn’t question his worthiness to be healed. He doesn’t ask how Jesus performed the
miracle. It must have been a powerful thing to receive sight and be cast out of the temple
community on the same day. He defends himself from the relentless questions of the
neighbors and Pharisees, but the man accepts the grace given to him without asking too
many questions and begins to live his new life, a life with sight.

PRAYER:
Thank you God that we can come to you with our questions. We are confused as to what
is going on in our lives and in our world. Help us to be mindful of what we are asking
and how we are asking questions. Remind us that maybe we don’t have to question
everything, every day, all of the time. Make us aware that we may miss an opportunity to
experience You by asking so many questions. You know our hearts and minds and we are
grateful for your patience with us. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Jamie Womack serves as chair of the Personnel Committee. She and her husband, Jay,
are members of the Koinonia Class and have two daughters, Jayne Grace and Charlotte.

5th Sunday of Lent
March 29, 2020
Lections:
Ezekiel 37:1-14 || Psalm 130 || Romans 8:6-11 || John 11:1-45
“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
~ John 12:24; NRSV
On September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the World Trade Center in New York City
and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. I was on a flight from Fort Lauderdale to Chicago
en route to Boston at the precise moment the plane hit the first tower. The passengers on
my plane knew nothing about this until we landed in Chicago. We were hustled into the
VIP lounge where a few hundred people were locked in for most of the day. There, like
millions of other Americans, we watched the TV in horror as a second plane hit the
second tower. At the same time, a third plane hit the Pentagon, and a fourth plane crashed
in a Pennsylvania countryside.
In the end, nearly 3,000 people were killed in
the mayhem – plus 353 firefighters. We were
all in shock and disbelief. 9-11 was America’s
second Pearl Harbor, but this was a different
kind of war. The enemy was called Al-Qaeda.
All the airports and other transportation
systems were closed. I did not know a soul in
Chicago. The hotels and car rentals were quickly booked. By 4 p.m. the airport was shut
down. Everyone had to leave. The only thing I could find was a dingy hotel in the
suburbs, but no way to get home.
Was it over? Would we be attacked again? Was America at war? The world seemed to be
falling apart, and with little money left, I was trapped and couldn’t figure a way out.
Then, I thought about how Mary and Martha must have felt when their brother Lazarus
lay dying and they waited impatiently for Jesus to arrive and heal him. Jesus didn’t show
up until three days later, after Lazarus had died.
The sisters were impatient and frustrated: “Sir, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t
have died,” Martha said. Jesus told her: “Your brother will come back to life again.
Didn’t I tell you that you will see a wonderful miracle from God if you believe?” (John
11.) Lazarus was raised from the dead. It was one of Jesus’ great miracles.

Day 2. Airports were still closed, trains and buses down. Again, no way out, but
somehow…I felt God’s presence…. somewhere in the darkest shadows of my doubts.
Witnessing the devastation and horror in New York, I made a commitment to the Lord:
The dead cannot speak for themselves, but we can actively help the living…and I trust
that You will show me the way.
Day 3. Halleluiah! The buses were running. Nothing else
was moving – no planes or trains. A kind soul from the
hotel brought me to the bus station downtown swarming
with dozens of lost souls anxious to get home.
It is difficult, isn’t it, to be patient when your own world
is collapsing around you? I waited three days to escape a
traumatic situation. Jesus waited three days to heed his
friends’ distress cry and bring Lazarus back to life. I am
convinced that the Lord reveals Himself to us in His own time and on His own terms. Just
be patient and trust in Him, whether it is three days…or even longer.
The story of Lazarus – from death to the living – is a foretelling of the symbols of spring
and the promise of Easter. Even in the worst of times, there is hope and joy that Jesus
gave us the grace of His love and eternal life as illuminated in his death and resurrection.
That is the miracle of the universe and beyond.
(In December, I joined hundreds of other Salvation Army volunteers in New York City to
minister to the survivors of the 9-11 attacks, but that’s another story...)
PRAYER:
In John 1:5 we learn that The light shone in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
The 9-11 tragedy plunged America into darkness, but shards of light pierced the dark. If
ever there was a time to turn to the cross, 9-11 was it. Church attendance skyrocketed
across the country. Churches had memorial services for the victims. First Baptist was one
of them. The church was a sanctuary for the distraught and desperate trying to cope with
the aftermath. 9-11 also inspired countless opportunities for volunteerism and spiritual
growth. And for one moment in time, our country spoke in one voice. America would
never be the same. For many of us, our lives were transformed for the better. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Marci DeWolf is a syndicated travel journalist. She is a member of the Johnson class and
the Outreach Committee. She serves on the Board of Directors of the Greenville Mental
Health Center. She founded Friends of Music to bring joy to nursing home patients.

Palm Sunday
April 5, 2020
Lections:
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 || Matthew 21:1-11
“The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’”
~ Mark 11:10; NRSV
The citizens of the United Kingdom revere
their queen, as do thousands of others in
countries with monarchies. Throughout
history, wars have been fought over the
right to rule on the throne. The people of
Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday
immediately and instinctively recognized
the arrival of a new king and welcomed
him with great praise and adulation.
We all long for a king or queen. We don’t
think so, but we do. Our American sense of
independence rejects the idea of a
sovereign, but each and every one of us
crowns someone or something the king of
our lives. Christian philosopher C.S. Lewis
wrote: “Where men are forbidden to honor
a king they honor millionaires, athletes, or
film-stars instead: even famous prostitutes
or gangsters. For spiritual nature, like
bodily nature, will be served; deny it food
and it will gobble poison.”
Lewis is observing that our human nature demands that we serve something, and if that is
not an actual king, then we will find something else to worship – even if it is dangerous
and toxic. The thing is, whatever we decide to live for, to make the center of our lives,
does not serve us. We serve it.
Consider the case of Darth Vader. One of the greatest villains in all of film history, he is
the embodiment of evil for at least two generations of movie lovers. His king is unlimited

power over others, through the dark side of the Force. “Come to the dark side,” he says to
Luke. “Together we will rule the galaxy.”
Is power an intrinsically bad thing? Of course not – many great things can be
accomplished by those who have power and influence. Likewise, there is nothing wrong
with admiring successful entrepreneurs, the exploits of a talented football player, or the
work of a favorite actor. It’s when you crown that thing that you begin to serve it. Darth
Vader lost his family, his health, his personality – everything that is good about life – to
the dark side.
Then he saw the light. When Luke demonstrated to him what true power is – through
love and sacrifice – Darth Vader finally understood and came over to the light. He finally
had the power he had sought all his life.
We see this over and over in the great stories of literature and film – characters who make
the dark side the king of their lives only to discover that what they are seeking is to be
found in the light. Edmond Dantes of The Count of Monte Cristo lived for revenge, only
to find that it cost him everything. George Bailey reached that dark place of believing that
the world would be better without him before learning that “no man is a failure who has
friends” in It’s a Wonderful Life. Jerry Maguire lost all of his money, status and prestige
before realizing that he didn’t need those things to be complete. Even Sam Malone of
Cheers stumbled through life as a mediocre business owner and fading Lothario before
realizing that friendship was the true wearer of the crown in his life.
The people of Jerusalem understood this principle on that first Palm Sunday. They, like
us, were people who (to paraphrase Isaiah) had been walking in darkness but saw a great
light when Jesus arrived. The true king had arrived! It is up to us to have that same
revelation because Jesus is no ordinary king.
He’s the kind of king who arrives riding a donkey. When we crown Jesus the king of our
lives, not only do we serve him, but he serves us in return. If we fail Him, he forgives us
– unlike all of the other people or things we would sometimes prefer to crown.
And there is another thing – when we make Jesus the center of our lives, we get all the
rest thrown in! All of those other things – power, fame, wealth, status, pleasure, etc. –
that we want to worship instead, He gives as gifts to us to enjoy and cherish in their
proper context and with their proper purpose.
Young Annakin Skywalker – the future Darth Vader – was prophesized to “bring balance
to the Force.” In his redemption he finally accomplished this goal. We can learn from this
that the dark and the light are both necessary. The dark isn’t inherently evil. It is
sometimes necessary to travel there before finding the light, and when the light is found,

what was previously dark now becomes a source of the deepest joy and satisfaction.
When you set your heart on Jesus, you get everything else thrown in.
Come to the dark side, and see the light of Easter! Hosanna!
PRAYER:
Dear Heavenly Father, at this most holy time of year, please help me to recognize and
crown Jesus as the true king of my life. Help me to understand that all of the other things
that I am tempted to crown can only lead me to disappointment and dissatisfaction, while
they are at the same time deep and everlasting blessings when properly placed as
secondary to the king who serves. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Kevin Treu and his wife, Julie, have been members of First Baptist Greenville since
January of 2016. He teaches in the Koinonia Sunday School class and is a member of the
Bell Tower Ringers handbell choir under Julie’s direction. He has been a member of the
faculty at Furman University since 1992, when he received his PhD from the University
of Virginia (Wahoowa!), and chair of the Department of Computer Science since 2004.
He can be seen frequently on area stages as an actor and sometimes behind the scenes as
a director. For the last 15 years he has been the head coach of the Devenger Dolphins
swim team in the SAIL summer league. He and Julie have four grown children and two
adorable Labradors.

Monday of Holy Week
April 6, 2020
Lections:
Isaiah 42:1-9 || Psalm 36:5-11 || Hebrews 9:11-15 || John 12:1-11
“Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”
~ John 12:3; NRSV
My family loves fragrances, especially my mom. Every
time we go to the mall, we always stop by Bath and
Body Works to buy a new candle. We stay there for as
long as we can to smell every candle, soap and hand
sanitizer there is. My mom loves citrus, but to be honest
I’m getting kind of tired of it. Every time she buys a
candle or a hand soap or face wash, she buys a citrus
fragrance, but I like the smell of lavender best.
When I read about Mary pouring perfume on Jesus’s feet, I thought about the smells of
Bath and Body Works. I also thought it was totally weird – I mean, she poured really
expensive perfume on his feet and rubbed it in with her hair! I wasn’t the only one who
thought it was weird. Judas, the disciple that would later betray Jesus, was mad that they
didn’t sell the perfume and give the money to the poor, but it turns out, if they had done
that, he might have stolen the money and kept it for himself. Anyway, it probably smelled
really good in that room.
When I started writing this, my mom helped me. She read the passage to me, gave me
some ideas, and lit a few candles. She said the candles were supposed to be an inspiration
to help me write and make the room smell really nice. I thought it was really weird, but it
smelled really good. It took over the room – just like that small room a long time ago.
PRAYER:
Almighty God, Your name is glorified even in the anguish of your Son’s death.
Grant us the courage to receive your anointed servant who embodies a wisdom and love
that is foolishness to the world. Empower us in witness so that all the world may
recognize in the scandal of the cross the mystery of reconciliation. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Celie Ann Rollins is an 8th grader at Beck Academy. She is active in the Youth Family
and sings with Vocare. Her parents are Matt and Rolyn Rollins.

Tuesday of Holy Week
April 7, 2020
Lections:
Isaiah 49:1-7 || Psalm 71:1-14 || 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 || John 12:20-36
““The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where
you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become
children of light.” After Jesus said this, he departed and hid from them.”
~ John 12:35-36; NRSV
One of the most popular Disney movies I grew up watching is The Lion King. It was very
popular in the late 90’s up to the early 2000’s and they’ve even made a live-action
version of the movie in 2019 as well. For those of you unfamiliar with the story, it’s
about a young lion cub named Simba who is told by his father, Mufasa, that one day he
will rule their land. The movie starts off very sweet and hopeful, but takes a sorrowful
turn. The jealousy of the cub’s uncle, Scar, leads him to create a plan to kill Mufasa and
make Simba run away, so Scar can become the king. Scar’s plan follows through, and
Simba ends up running away, believing Scar when he says to him that all of it was
Simba’s fault. When all hope seems gone for the little king, two unexpected animals
came along to take care of him. One was a meerkat, and the other was a warthog; their
names were Timon and Pumbaa.
There were lots of unexpected events that occurred throughout the movie. I was recently
reading in the book of John chapter 12, verses 20-36. In this passage, we find that Jesus is
speaking with the crowd, and he says to them that he will be lifted from the Earth for the
benefit of the world. The crowd spoke up and questioned, “We have heard from the Law
that the Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted
up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” The unexpectedness of this situation for the people in
the crowd made them question Jesus and what the law from the Bible had said. This was
beyond what they would expect their Messiah to say.
Life is full of twists, turns, plot twists and broken doors. We, as humans, are expected to
question what doesn’t make sense to us and to try to find a resolution. Even if we are told
to “expect the unexpected,” it could still be hard to satisfy our mental thirst for the
“whys” and “hows.” It is clear in the passage that the crowd is asking the whys and hows
– they are questioning the Law of the Bible and who is the Son of Man. Verses 35 to 36
is Jesus’s explanation to the crowd.

The unexpected outcomes could start off as confusing or crazy but can be explained in
time. In the scripture, Jesus let the crowd know that they will have the light for a bit
longer and reminds them to believe in the light and not to wander in the darkness, so they
may become children of the light. For Simba, these odd companions he comes across
eventually take care of him and nourish his body with food and his soul with happiness
and “hakuna matata” (which means no worries). While the unexpected may at first seem
to defy any logic or reason, it can later prove a better result – a result you never knew you
needed.

PRAYER:
Holy and immortal God, from earliest times you have named us and called us into
discipleship. Teach us to follow the One whose light scatters the darkness of our world,
that we may walk as children of the light. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Michelle Moon is a senior at Greenville High School. She is active in the Youth Family
and sings in Vocare. Her mother is Ivette Lopez.

Wednesday of Holy Week
April 8, 2020
Lections:
Isaiah 50:4-9a || Psalm 70 || Hebrews 12:1-3 || John 13:21-32
“After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared,
‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’
The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking…
Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’”
~ John 13:21-22, 27b; NRSV
When I first sat down with Chapter 13 of John, I had no idea where to start with the text,
and I certainly didn’t know what a Lenten devotional was. I examined the topic of
betrayal and thought about different betrayals that I’ve witnessed. However, all of my
stories about betrayal seemed like petty feuds in comparison with this huge event at the
Last Supper. I examined the text again. I considered that other than Jesus and Judas, no
one in the room is particularly aware of what is going on. This is what brought me to the
realization that everyone in the room is in a similar situation to me as I examine the text
almost two thousand years later. The disciples have a feeling that they are insiders who
understand the path forward. However, in reality, they didn’t fully understand the bigger
forces at work.
In this passage, Jesus is with his disciples before the last supper. John tells us that Jesus
turns to the “beloved” disciple and reveals that the person he gives bread is going to
betray him later. Next, Jesus gives Judas the bread that has been dipped in the dish. It is
interesting to note that John chooses to tell us now that Judas is the son of Simon Iscariot
and that it is at this moment when Satan enters into him. Jesus knowingly says to Judas,
“Do quickly what you are going to do.” Despite the threatening warning, the other
disciples remain unsuspicious. Judas is the holder of the purse, and perhaps Jesus says
this because Judas was handling administrative details for the coming festival or buying
food for the poor. Therefore, the other disciples suspect nothing from these words. They
cannot wrap their minds around the idea that the threat will come from within. The
passage ends with Jesus’ declaration that the Son of Man has been glorified, and in the
process of this, God is glorified, too. The disciples are left under a veil of innocence as to
what is coming, although the reader is fully aware.
There are a lot of questions to consider in these few lines. Who is the unnamed “beloved
disciple,” and why does it seem that Jesus has one disciple that he loves more than the
others? How do the disciples not know that Judas is the betrayer? Why are they not on
the alert after Jesus says he is going to identify the threat? Why don’t they stop Judas?
Why does John tell us right at this moment the identity of Judas’ father? What does it

mean to “glorify” the Son of Man? Furthermore, why does Jesus use the term “Son of
Man” – which seems overly humble – instead of using the term “Son of God”?
I thought it might help to understand where we are in this story. Only a few days ago, we
witnessed Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Palms waving and shouts of “Hosanna”
are still hanging in the air. The feeling is bright, but only a chapter later, John is clearly
leading into Jesus’ death, and the mood is far more somber. It is Passover, which means
that the story of Jesus’ death is being directly set up to echo the themes of the very first
Passover story in Exodus. God’s love in Exodus is set up as political liberation; the
Israelites escape from a tyrant in Egypt, wander around in the desert trying to find
themselves, and eventually establish a new earthly kingdom in Israel. Perhaps the
disciples are in the dark because their expectation is that God will overthrow their Roman
oppressors, take the reins of political power, and declare that Jesus is king. However, we
know that this is not what happens, and in fact the love of God here establishes the
reverse: an upside-down kingdom. There will be no political overthrow of the oppressors
that results in an earthly kingdom. The results are far humbler. Rome doesn’t die; Jesus
does. Then Jesus will rise from the dead proving that earthly oppressors have no real
power at all. The first will be last, and the last will be first.
Perhaps this is the reason that John tells us that Judas is the son of Simon Iscariot.
Scholars believe that the word “Iscariot” comes from “Sicarii.” The Sicarii were a
splinter group of Jewish Zealots who used political violence to try to overthrow Rome.
Members of this group carried “sicae,” or small daggers, that they concealed in their
cloaks. At public gatherings, they would use these daggers to attack Romans and Hebrew
sympathizers of Rome. Perhaps John chooses this moment to identify and relate Judas to
this violence in order to tell us that using violence is the opposite of Jesus’ way. Perhaps
John chooses to tell us this right at this moment to make sure that we understand that a
violent path itself is the betrayer of Jesus. Maybe the disciples are perplexed – just as you
and I are perplexed – because we are used to power being displayed in ways that are
violent and aggressive and cruel. We, too, expect the story to end with a political
insurrection and the death of Rome.
However, as we move towards the end of Holy Week, John shows us that Jesus’ way is
about radical love. John shows us that Jesus’ way is about service and humility. John
shows us a version of kingship that would have been completely foreign to the likes of
Caesar and the Sicarii, and even to me, an average American. John tells us a story that
shows that, like the disciples, we may think we are insiders who understand the path
forward. We rationalize that following the way of empire and violence is justified
because it wins, but in reality, if we are supporting oppression and violence, we may not
understand the way of Jesus at all. As I reflect on my own life, I must ask myself: Am I
practicing the kind of radical love that Jesus demonstrates for us? Am I truly living
according to “the way”?

Prayer:
Creator of love, as we seek to understand, we ask for forgiveness. Our actions reflect our
misunderstanding of Jesus’ way - both in what we have done and what we have left
undone. Humble us, that we may evaluate our actions and beliefs based on Jesus’ way of
living. May we go out into the world every day, acting as your hands and feet on this
Earth. And may all know that we are your disciples by how we radically love one
another. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
William King is a sophomore at Greenville High School. William is active in the Youth
Family and sings in Vocare. His parents are Katherine Gallagher-King and Soren King.

Maundy Thursday
April 9, 2020
Lections:
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 || Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 || 1 Cor. 11:23-26 || John 3:1-17, 31b-35
“And during supper Jesus…got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him…
he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done for you?’”
~ John 13:2b, 4-5, 12b; NRSV
My most favorite trip was the high school youth mission trip to Puerto Rico during the
summer of 2019. Two years ago, Puerto Rico was hit by a very bad hurricane that caused
a lot of damage. Our high school youth group went at the end of June to work at two
different church sites and teach a Bible study. My group served at a Methodist church.
We taught Vacation Bible School for the first part of the day and then cleaned and helped
with repairs to the church during the second half of the day. One of my favorite VBS
lessons was teaching them how to make teddy bears. A couple of other girls and I showed
the little children how to make stuffed teddy bears with stuffing, googly eyes, and yarn.
They loved it, and they were so proud of their teddy bears. It gave us a lot of joy to teach
them about Jesus and help them learn to do new things. I hope that when they look at
their teddy bears, they remember us and how we served them. We all need to learn how
to be a servant to the world. There are so many ways you can bring glory to God when
you serve other people on this earth.
In the passage John 13:1-17, Jesus has finished the evening meal and was washing his
disciples' feet. Simon Peter tells him not to wash his feet because Jesus is his teacher.
Jesus tells Simon Peter that even though he does not understand why he is serving him
now, he will understand later. Why does Jesus tell Simon Peter he is blessed if he allows
him to wash his feet? Jesus is trying to show Simon Peter what he wants him and all of
his followers to do: serve others. Jesus is not worried about the disciples being physically
clean, he is concerned about their hearts being clean. Why does Jesus tell Simon Peter he
is blessed if he allows him to wash his feet? Perhaps Jesus tells Simon Peter this because
he is trying to show him and his followers to be a servant to others.
There are a lot of people in this world who do not realize what it means to be a servant to
others. Jesus calls us to be a servant to everyone in this world, even if they are strangers
to us. I personally believe that even if you are a person who does not praise Jesus every
day, you should still be a servant to your neighbor. We all assume that people who are
less fortunate than we are always able to function well and do things on their own. Many
times this is not the case. They need our help in any way we can possibly give it. When I

gave my time to the little
children in Puerto Rico, it
changed the way I thought
about things. There were so
many things that they needed
every day. It brought joy to my
heart to serve them. I want to
remember to find a way to help
someone in need or just be
there for them when they need
a friend.
In this passage, Jesus is
showing his disciples how to
help others and promising
them that they will be blessed
just like the people they are
helping. Being a member of a
wonderful church and youth
group that works hard to serve
all types of people is a great
reminder that it truly is better
to give than to receive.

PRAYER:
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your son established a new covenant for all people,
and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.
Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith
may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Ann-Grayson Good is a sophomore at Wade Hampton High School. In her free time, she
enjoys dancing, playing volleyball/basketball, Youth Family activities, and hanging out
with her friends. Her parents are Carol Ann and Paul Good.

Good Friday
April 10, 2020
Lections:
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 || Psalm 22 || Hebrews 10:16-25 || John 18:1-19:42
“Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,
came forward and asked them, ‘Whom are you looking for?’”
~ John 18:4; NRSV
Everyone knows the story of The Lion King. In The Lion King, the ruler of the kingdom,
Mufasa, is killed when Scar, Simba’s uncle, lures him into a pack of wildebeests. Simba
returns to the kingdom and takes back the land from Scar. There is a new beginning in the
kingdom.
I recently read through John 18:1-19. In this
passage, Jesus is arrested. Jesus and his
disciples traveled across the Kidron Valley
and entered a garden. Judas, his betrayer,
assembled his soldiers to meet Jesus at the
garden. When Jesus entered, he asked,
“Whom are you looking for?” Judas and his
soldiers answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus
said, “I AM,” and they turned away and fell
to the ground. Jesus asked again, “Whom are
you looking for?” Judas and his soldiers
again said they were looking for him. Jesus
said, “I told you that I AM, so if you are
looking for me, let these men go.” Simon
Peter then struck the high priest’s slave,
Malchus, cutting off his ear. Jesus
responded, “Put your sword into its
scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup that the
Father gave me?” Then, the Jewish guards
seized Jesus, arrested him, and brought him
to Annas.
There will be many times in life we go
through new beginnings – moving to a new
city, going to a new school, or finding a new
job. These new beginnings bring lots of
change to people’s lives. Lots of change

occurred in Israel when Jesus died on the cross, shortly after he was arrested by the
Roman soldiers, and when Mufasa and Scar both died in The Lion King. God can help us
overcome change by giving us strength, courage and bravery. Simba and Jesus both
showed courage and bravery.
God can help us overcome changes and embrace new beginnings in our lives. There were
massive changes in The Lion King when Mufasa and Scar died. Simba had to show
bravery. There were many changes in Israel when Jesus died on the cross. Jesus had to
obtain courage to sacrifice himself for the people.

PRAYER:
In this holy time,
as we remember the sacrifice of the cross, we offer the prayers of our hearts,
that through them we may be transformed to be servants of justice, love and peace.
Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Connor Fuller is a junior at J.L. Mann High School. He is a member of the Cross
Country and Track & Field team. He is an active member of the Youth Family. His
parents are Charmaine and Mike Fuller.

Holy Saturday
April 11, 2020
Lections:
Job 14:1-14 || Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 || 1 Peter 4:1-8 || John 19:38-42
“They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths,
according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the
place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb
in which no one had ever been laid.”
~ John 19:40-41; NRSV
On August 21, 2017, I was with 100s of other people in Paladin Stadium at Furman
University to watch the Solar Eclipse. It started with the approach of the moon from the
right, then we watched it slowly move across the face of the sun. I looked around to take
in the darkness. There was about 2 minutes of it. It was amazing! Then, we saw the
“diamond.” The sun was slowly making a
break from behind the moon. Then the full
sun appeared again with the moon moving
on to the left. Light to darkness to light.
Oh, I tremble, yes, I tremble,
It causes me to tremble, tremble,
When I think how Jesus died;
Died on the steeps of Calvary . . .4
The Gospel of John provides two glimpses
into the burial of Jesus. First he tells us about the men who took care of Jesus’ body, and
second he talks about the elegance and dignity of the preparation and burial.
Joseph of Arimathea was a “disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews.”
(John 19: 38) He was “a good and righteous man… [who] did not agree with their plan...”
(Luke 23:50-52) He was “a respected member of the council, who was also himself
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God…” (Mark 15:43) He was “a rich man from
Arimathea… a disciple of Jesus.” (Matthew 27:57)
Nicodemus was the one who went to Jesus at night (John 3:1-21) and challenged the
council during the trial of Jesus. (John 7:50-52) In the burial scripture, we find both of
them stepping out of the shadows, making their faith public.
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Jesus was dead; there was no life in Him. [21] And they drew out the nails from the hands
of the Lord and placed him on the earth; and all the earth was shaken, and a great fear
came about. (The Gospel of Peter)
The writer of John also reminds us that the crucifixion narrative is the story of the end of
a human life. John never lets us forget that the crucifixion narrative marks the completion
of Jesus’ work of making God known to the world.

Joseph provided the tomb. In New Testament times, people were buried and in a year,
bones were removed and placed in a “Bone Box” and placed with others in a niche.
Joseph’s tomb had never been used. Then Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of burial
spices. These are equivalent to the perfume used in John 12:3 when Mary anointed Jesus’
feet. It should be noted that a clean tomb, fine linen and spices are normally provided for
people of wealth or prominence. It is also noted that this task was usually the work of the
women, i.e., Mary’s preparation of the spices and visit to the tomb. They were not only
providing for the physical needs for Jesus’ body. They were also expressing their deep
love for Him – from darkness to light.
PRAYER:
Dear God, in this Holy Saturday, help us to remember you lying in the tomb.
To remember your love for us. And to make that love real in our lives.
Forgive us our sin. Thank you. Amen.
AUTHOR BIO:
Kay Hardage is an active member at First Baptist, former chair of the Spiritual Formation
Committee, participant in Inasmuch Day, volunteer with United Ministries IHN and
teacher in 2 Year Old Sunday School.

Resurrection of the Lord
April 12, 2020
Lections:
Acts 10:34-43 || Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 || Colossians 3:1-4 || John 20:1-18
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.”
~ John 20:1; NRSV
Whenever I read the resurrection
accounts of the gospels, I am always in
awe of the women5 who arrive to mourn
their loss and to anoint Jesus’ body with
spices. Considering the danger the male
disciples felt as associates of Jesus and
the course of unorganized panic and
abandonment they chose, simply
showing up at the tomb is an incredibly
brave act. The love and devotion of the
women that brought them back to him is
backlit and amplified by the acts of selfpreservation on the part of the male
disciples. In fact, men don’t play very
well in any reading of the gospel
narratives of the Easter account,
especially through our American lenses,
which tend to reward courage in the face
of danger and loyalty in times of
uncertainty. Instead the male disciples
and followers of Jesus are not there, and
the male guards at the tomb are
frightened to the point that they “shook
and became like dead men.”6
Not only does the loyalty of the women put themselves in a position of observing the
empty tomb, feeling an earthquake, and interacting with an angel of the Lord, they are the
first to see the resurrected Jesus, first to worship the risen Lord, and the first to witness
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary in Matthew’s account; Mary Magdalene in John’s gospel; Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and Salome in Mark’s account; and Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them, according to Mark.
6
Matt. 28:4
5

and tell others about it, making them the original spreaders of the gospel message7. At the
climactic point of God’s activity through the incarnated Jesus, women are the featured
players and first hand witnesses in all four gospels.
It is a dark side of history, and even of the Bible, that
women are so often sidelined in the telling and retelling of
the story of humankind and of God’s interactions and
revelation to God’s people when Jesus clearly did not feel
that way and when this inequality is clearly not part of
God’s plan. I am so grateful for the strong, caring women
in my life. They have loved and cared for me, raised me,
worked with me, taught me, and, quite simply and most
importantly, consistently been there for me; so I
particularly appreciate the writers of all four gospels
making sure we know the strong, caring women in Jesus’
life were the ones who remained. As the darkness of the
crucifixion gave way to the light of resurrection, it is the
women who had remained and returned who first bear witness to it.
What other injustices and inequalities can the salvific light of Easter help you see and
address in your faith journey?

Prayer:
God of light in darkness,
as your presence in the world continues to shine a light on sin and injustice,
may we have the courage and faith of the women at the tomb to return,
see and tell the story. Amen.
Bio:
Matt Rollins and his wife, Rolyn, have been married twenty-two years and have three
children – Jack, Celie Ann, and Lucy. Matt has been on staff at First Baptist Greenville
since September 2003, doing anything from sports and recreation to young adult ministry
to spiritual formation and outreach. He plays lots of basketball, drinks too much coffee
and does tons of crossword puzzles. Other than that, he spends all of his time with his
family or at the church.
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Hare, Douglas R. A., Matthew. Interpretation (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1993), 331. Women were not considered
reliable witnesses by Jewish courts in this day and age. This is part of the irony of this story, that God’s kingdom will
consider women and other marginalized groups as entirely reliable in the witness and telling of the salvation offered by God
through the risen Jesus Christ.
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