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First Baptist

Greenville

WORSHIP

Sunday,
February 23, 2020

10:30am in the Sanctuary

Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18;
Matthew 17:1-9

Sermon: What the Mountains Hold
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Dazzling as the Sun” -
WALKER

Soloist: Paul Sewell

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are
given in loving memory of Max and
Nancy Whatley by their children and

grandchildren.

If you would like to enhance our
worship space by placing flowers for
one of our services, please contact
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527
ext. 128. Upcoming open dates are
March 1 and May 24 and 31.

From the Organist

Read more at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-
blog/

BRANCH

Rustlings

BY JIM DANT

| have spent a portion of the last
decade planning and guiding
international pilgrimages for church
members and friends. | will soon be
leading a conference to teach fellow
ministers the process of planning
and the value of guiding others on
religious pilgrimage. Pilgrimage
truly has the power to transform

our self-understanding, worldview
and theology. We change, the world
changes, and the church changes
when we engage the practice of
pilgrimage. | am grateful for each of
you with whom | have traveled...and
always look forward to life-changing
travel with others.

For those who have asked, | will

be leading spiritual pilgrimages in
2020 and 2021. I’'m inviting twenty
people to join me for a pilgrimage

to The Holy Land on July 27-

August 8, 2020. I've often joked that
‘'ve walked where Jesus walked
more than Jesus walked where Jesus
walked.’ In some ways that is true, but
this year, | have planned to travel the
land a little differently. We will actually
begin (rather than end) in Bethlehem

February 18, 2020

(spending two nights there), travel to
Nazareth and the Galilee and then
end our journey (as Jesus did) in
Jerusalem. | have never so closely
followed the chronological narrative of
Jesus’ life, and I’m looking forward to
the impact of this unique experience
on my life and the lives of those who
travel with me.

Then, on February 4-15, 2021, | will
repeat our recent ‘Cruise the Bible
Pilgrimage.’ This particular journey
follows the complete chronology of
the Bible. We fly to Athens (learn the
place of Judaism and Christianity

in the history of world religions) and
then follow the biblical story to Egypt,
Israel, Turkey and Greece aboard

a Celestyal Seas cruise ship. This
particular journey is both informative
and inspirational for those who
participate. | look forward to visiting
these areas again and watching how
our contact with the world changes
both them and us.

If you have any level of interest in
either of these pilgrimages, please join
me for a free information breakfast

on Sunday morning, March 1, in

the Fellowship Hall, at 8:30am. No
reservation is needed. Just show

up. We will discuss estimated costs,
itineraries, the benefits of pilgrimage
and answer any questions you have.

—Jim

FBG Apparel
https://firstbaptistgvl.itemorder.com/sale

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Inasmuch Day
March 7, 2020
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
inasmuchday2020/
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[nasmuch Day—
Register Now

What were you doing back in
20067? For perspective, here were
a few headlines:

COMMUNITY

* Pluto is downgraded to a dwarf
planet.

* Facebook opens up its social
network to the world.

* Nintendo releases the Wii.

* Italy wins the FIFA World Cup.

* Fluor Field, home of the
Greenville Drive, opens in
downtown Greenville.

* Most importantly, First Baptist
Greenville holds its first Operation
Inasmuch!

- Our World Within Weekend
. was that rarest of

W experiments that actually
produces better results

® than the experimenters

§ dared hope! Some
highlights:

We started the final week of registration with about
40 sign-ups, but by Saturday we were serving
lunch to almost 120! For many, it was their first
experience of the self-care practices of chair yoga,
mindfulness practices, and centering prayer. People
came in larger-than-expected numbers for marriage
enrichment and grief therapy, and some forty people
did their end-of-life planning so they can give that gift
to their loved ones.

s At our Caregiver Dinner

. on Saturday night, 15

| volunteers created a
beautiful space for
peaceful rest, play and
AR nourishment for 25
caregivers—those church members we may see only
rarely because of the heavy demands of caregiving.
Six of them had their first-ever chair massage.

Join us Saturday, March 7, 2020
for First Baptist’s 15th Inasmuch
Day! #fbginasmuch2020

Project teams will be assigned
at the end of this week, so
please be sure to register today
for your top project choices!
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
inasmuchday2020/

World Within Weekend 2020

There you can also sign up for
lunch and the blood drive and
order a FBG t-shirt. The t-shirt
order deadline is February 23.

Inasmuch Day is an opportunity

to serve our neighbors here in
Greenville by volunteering with one
of our 22 partner organizations
committed to improving our
community. There is a wide variety
of projects, so you are sure to find
one that suits you!

We look forward to this wonderful
day of service! If you have

any questions, please email
fbginasmuch@gmail.com.

- Ben and Nina Hallissy,
Inasmuch Day Co-Chairs

INASMUCH

* THE BLOOD
4 - CONNECTION

our Community Blood Center

People struggling
under similar
burdens met

for the first time
and shared a
sympathetic
communion over a delicious meal. In that ironic
dynamic we see in ministry, we got more “thank
yous” from our hardworking volunteers than we got
from our guests.

On Sunday morning, two lay-leaders who have been
working in similar Pastoral Care ministries for years
met in person for the first time, simply because we
got them in the same room. People found help they
needed that they didn’t know existed, and they found
it at church.

Thank you for your support and participation in our
effort to—as Jim says—“make a space for God to do
God’s work.” It is a sign of God'’s faithfulness that the
less we tried to micro-manage this event, the more
good seemed to come from it. You are truly a caring
congregation, but don’t forget: you cannot give what
you have not received. Take time to receive God’s
care for you this week!

—Kyle



Youth Winter Retreat

The Youth Family recently traveled up to Cataloochee
Ski Area for a day of winter thrills. We were able

to stay at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat
Center on Friday night. This allowed us to be mere
minutes from Cataloochee. As the youth descended
the mountain, fears abounded that the ski conditions
would not be adequate due to the unusually warm
winter; fortunately, these fears were not realized. It
was the best day for skiing that Cataloochee had
seen all year. Although the slopes were crowded, our
youth found plenty of ways to have fun. As usual, a

picture says a thousand words...

College Winter Retreat

As February began, our college students once again
found themselves enduring the pains of school.
Our annual College Winter Retreat aims to alleviate
these pains, even if just for a weekend. We traveled
to Montreat, North Carolina, for a weekend of
fellowship, self-care, and fun. Our speaker this year
was Rev. Aileen Lawrimore. Aileen is the pastor of
Ecclesia Baptist Church in Asheville and is a long-
time friend of mine. One of Aileen’s many passions
is mental health, and together we spent several
sessions exploring how to better care for ourselves

and each other as we journey through life together.

This group is a tightly knit community, and it is always
good to see them enjoy life together.

—Will Raybon

Black History Month

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE WITH SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH

In 2016, the congregations

of Springfield Baptist Church
and First Baptist Greenville
gathered for a Black History
Month celebration dinner. During
the course of the evening,

each church recounted our
common history through the
unique perspectives of each
congregation. Springfield Baptist
presented a beautifully staged
play to illustrate their memory of
the exodus of their congregation
from the fold of First Baptist and
their subsequent establishment
as an independent church.

Glen Clayton, serving as church

historian at the time, presented
the written record of First Baptist.
Each memory affirmed that
following the separation, our
respective churches grew strong
as the decades rolled by.

In the later years of this story,

Dr. John Corbitt contacted Dr.
Hardy Clemons and suggested
the congregations celebrate

their shared heritage with an
annual worship service. The offer
was accepted and a renewed
relationship began. It was Dr. John
Corbitt’s familiar voice on the
other side of the telephone when |
answered weeks ago.

Dr. Corbitt and | met with church
leaders to plan this year’s joint
worship service. It will be held

at Springfield Baptist Church on
Sunday afternoon, February 23,
at 5:00pm. The worship service
will highlight the music of both
churches’ choirs and will end
with a celebration of communion.
Following the service, Springfield
Baptist will host a repast for us in
their Fellowship Hall. | encourage
you and your family to attend...as
we continue to write our histories
together.

—Jim

—Will Raybon
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For Your Calendar!

10:30am Transfiguration of the
Lord Sunday
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30am-1:15pm Children’s
Ministry Event: Love Lunch with
Grandparents for a Day
5:00pm Joint Service with
Springfield Baptist (Springfield)
5:00-7:30pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth: Youth Sex Series 3 (AYMC)
Wednesdays at First Activities
6:15pm Ash Wednesday
(Sanctuary)
10:00-11:30am Atlantic Institute
Film Screening: Love Is a Verb
(Fellowship Hall)
3/1  10:30am First Sunday in Lent
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
4:00-5:30pm FBDS Afternoon of
Stories (Fellowship Hall Lobby)
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth: Sex Series 4 (AYMC)
3/4  Wednesdays at First Activities
MidWeek Fellowship: Jim Dant
presents the Gospel of John
3/5 Noon Roadrunners to Lunch and
Concert

2/23

2/26

2/29

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 2/15

$311,538
Receipts as of 2/13
$303,466

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 17-23
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)

February 24-March 1
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Wednesday Supper

Required reservations for the meal must
be made by noon on the Monday prior by
visiting the church website or calling the
church office. Permanent reservations for
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

February 19

Adult: Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples,
Salad, Dessert

Child: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip,
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

February 26

Adult: Pulled Roast Beef au Jus, Corn
Casserole, Seasoned Green Beans,
Heirloom Tomato Salad, Rolls, Dessert

Child: Meatballs, Mac and Cheese, Fruit,
Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time and
Supper

Supper Serving Lines
Open

Children’s Missions

Youth Bible Study

Children’s Choirs

MidWeek Fellowship

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

4:45-6:00pm

5:30-6:15pm
6:00-7:00pm
6:15-7:00pm

7:00-8:30pm

Care List
as of 2/18/2020

Hospitals

St. Francis - Downtown: Rosalind
Tedards, Susan K. Shelley

Rehab
Roger C Peace: Wyline Holder

Recently Discharged
Gwen Smith, Sharon Lewis

Sympathy
...to the family of Ben Turner.
...to the family of Elizabeth Williams.

INASMUCH

DAY

Register Now—March 7, 2020
It is one great day of ministry by the
church to its neighbors in need!

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
inasmuchday2020/
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FBG Apparel

Visit our wehs by February 23 ‘\

https://firstbaptistgvl.itemorder.com/sale

LOVE IS A VERB

Date: saturday,Feb 29,2020
Time: 10:00-11:30am

Location: First Baptist Church of Greenville
S—

h

During a time in which violence and hatred dictate the media, the Atlantic Institute
would like to invite you to witness the importance of sharing love and dialogue with
people who have different and contrasting beliefs and traditions

As a non-profit organization that works to bridge different and contrasting cultures
around the world and develop understanding and dialogue in order to facilitate global
peace, the Atlantic Institute is currently promoting a screening of the revered film Love
is aVerh. This documentary was directed and produced by American artist Ms. Terry
Spencer Hesser and the message in this film is clear - love is shared through action.

The man who inspired this film:
Mr. Fethullah Gulen
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