
BRANCHT
he

January 6, 2020

WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
January 12, 2020

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Piano Dedication
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Scripture: A Hint of the Holy
Sermon: Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “Hallelujah” from Mount of 

Olives – BEETHOVEN
Soloists: Robert Blocker, Shelton 

Ridge Love, Kyle Matthews

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary on  

January 12 are given by the Music 
Ministry to the glory of God and in 
celebration of the gift of the new 

Steinway Concert Grand. “Let every 
instrument be tuned for praise.”  
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. The next open date is  
January 19.

From the Organist 
Gordon and Sarah Herring have given 
many generous gifts to our church and 
community. The Steinway Model D will 

affect my daily life and our worship 
for a long time. I have dedicated an 
arrangement in their honor as we 

dedicate this new instrument. Read 
more at https://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/the-organists-blog/

Sanctuary Piano Dedicatory Recital
Dr. Robert Blocker

Sunday, December 12, 3:00pm

Each year our congregation selects 
deacons to serve among us. They 
give of their time and talents to work 
in multiple areas of ministry and 
administration. They bring a deeper 
and broader wisdom to the work of 
your Senior Minister and staff. They 
are often the bridge between the 
church and our engagement with the 
community and world. 

Also each year, we ordain new 
deacons to this office and place 
of service in our church. This past 
Sunday, you ordained most of these 
new deacons during the morning 
worship service. Three of our elected 
deacons (two new and one returning), 
are on pilgrimage with me and 
their fellow church members in the 
Mediterranean region. Since these 
three were not able to attend the 
church’s ordination service, I asked 
our chair of deacons to allow me and 
the fellow pilgrims from our church to 
ordain them in Jerusalem, so outside 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (the 
church housing both the crucifixion 
site and burial/resurrection site of 
Jesus) we read scripture, spoke 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

a litany, laid on hands, ordained 
Harriet Major and Cindy Kennedy-
McIntyre, and installed Mary Rankin. 
As we lifted our heads from prayer, 
I saw eyes filled with tears. It was a 
meaningful moment to set these three 
aside for service in the place where 
our Lord gave his life for the world.

We celebrate and thank all who will 
serve us this year as deacons. Pray 
for them and support them as they 
give a portion of their lives in service 
to us.

—Jim
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If you were in worship on January 5, you may have 
noticed that our older preschoolers joined us in the 
worship service. This is our new concept for faith 
development for our 4 and 5 year olds. They will 
worship with their families and join the elementary 
age children down front for the children’s sermon. 
Then they will proceed to the Chapel for Preschool 
Worship with Dr. Helen Lee Turner.  

For the past few days, I have been trying to imagine 
what it would be like for a child to worship for the 
first time in our Sanctuary—the beauty of the room 
itself, its vastness, the stained glass windows and 
the pipes for the organ. There are so many beautiful 
things to take in. As the service begins, they will 

see the choir, the deacons and the ministers as they 
process into the Sanctuary. They may see roses on 
the baptistry, a family dedication or a baptism. These 
are great opportunities for preschoolers to learn and 
grow in their faith. I’m sure their experiences will 
prompt many questions and comments for parents, 
friends and teachers. This is a special time in the 
lives of these children and their families. They are 
excited to worship together. I ask for your patience as 
they become accustomed to being in worship. I also 
want to encourage you to see our Sanctuary and our 
worship service through the eyes of a preschooler.  

—Juli

Through the Eyes of a Child

Imagine you’re asked to give a 
speech to the world about “what 
really matters,” a statement that 
will be your enduring testimony to 
generations to come. What would 
you say? I think most of us would 
talk about the importance of being 
good stewards of the lives we’ve 
been given—our bodies, minds 
and souls—and to nurture our 
primary relationships. We’d tell 
others to never let life’s busyness 
cause them to neglect those 
primary responsibilities. 

Here’s a crazy idea: Let’s practice 
what we(’d) preach! On Saturday, 
January 25, let’s… 

spend a morning getting fresh 
insights from marital therapist 
Andy Johnson about keeping our 
marriage healthy…

or learn ways to care for our 
physical, mental and spiritual 

health from Min-Ken Liao and 
Susan D’Amato…

or have that conversation about 
addiction with recovery expert 
Hubert Yarborough…

or experience what it means 
to “tend to our grief” with 
Kendra Plating…

or sit down and do the 
end-of-life planning we 
keep putting off with 
attorney Duke McCall 
and minister/funeral-
planner “yours truly.”  

These are not only 
important things for each 
of us, they are the best gifts we 
will ever give to the people we 
love, so let’s not procrastinate 
again! Put it on your calendar, 
invite someone to come with 
you, and register now so you can 

keep this commitment later—
your commitment to “what really 
matters.” (Childcare will be 

provided.)

Also, on Saturday night 
of that weekend, we 
are hosting a Caregiver 
Respite Dinner for those 
members of the church 

who can’t always get to 
church because they are 
caregiving for others. It’s 
our way of saying: “We 
see you, we love you, 
and we know you need 

care, too.”  Please use 
the registration page to 

nominate that caregiver you 
know who needs that kind of care.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
world-within-weekend/

—Kyle

World Within Weekend
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The mission statement for First Baptist Day School 
reads, in part, “Our goal is to help young children 
feel secure in their early experiences away from 
home, to development a positive self-image and an 
awareness of others, and to learn about God’s love 
through nurturing by caring teachers. Our goal is to 
support each child in his own learning style, nourish 
his curiosities and inquiring mind, and guide him in 
growing respect for himself and the world around 
him.”
First Baptist Day School enrolls children ages eight 
weeks through five years old. The 230 children 
enrolled in the school are supported by a staff of 
60 educators. Additional information about the 
school may be found on the school’s website at 
firstbaptistdayschool.com.

Enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year will be held 
in January. Members of First Baptist Church may 
begin enrolling on January 19, 2020. The church 
member priority enrollment period ends on  
January 26, 2020. Any available placements after 
that week will be offered to families on the waiting 
lists. 
To enroll children turning eight weeks old prior to 
September 1, 2020, up to age two, contact Rosemary 
New at rosemary.new@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
864-370-2515. To enroll children turning two years 
old through five years old prior to September 1, 2020,  
contact Dewanda Martin at dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-271-2613. 

—Dewanda, Kathy and Rosemary

C
O

LLEG
E

Enrollment for First Baptist Day School
FBDS

Sixty-three church members are currently 
engaged in an educational endeavor. 
These individuals recently braved the 
most difficult part of their semester: the 
crucible that extends from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas. Everything is concluding at once: 
major papers, final exams, and the ever 
excruciating group project presentation. They 
may have believed that their church would 
forget about them when they began this 
journey through higher education; fortunately, 
that is not true. The Youth Ministry recently 
wrapped up another season of organizing 
and sending college care packages. As much 
fun as it was on the front end, the real joy 
arrives with the pictures of our students with 
their care package.

—Will

College Care Packages
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 1/6/2020

Hospitals
St. Francis—Downtown: Rosalind Tedards

Rehab
Roger C Peace: Wyline Holder
Rolling Green Rehab: Pat Stephens

Recently Discharged
Mary Ruth Lacy, Shirley Roberts, Mrs. 
Jessie Godshall, Bill Rogers 

Sympathy to…
Simon Mishler and family in the death of 
his aunt.
the family and friends of Ruth Reid. 
Pam Davis and family in the death of her 
father.

Introducing…
Ezra Hall, 660 Halton Rd., 
Apt. 12M, Greenville 29607, 
joined FBG during worship 
on Sunday, December 15, by 
transfer of letter from another 

Baptist church. He is employed with the 
Woodlands at Furman. 

Sharon Taylor, 1340 Trailhead 
Ct., Greenville 29617, 
joined FBG during worship 
on Sunday, December 15, 
by statement of previous 

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

January 6-12
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

January 13-16
Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

January 17-26
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
1/8 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/11 2:00 and 7:00pm  Greenville   
  Symphony Orchestra Spotlight  
 Series: The Changing Seasons— 
 ticketed event (Fellowship Hall)
1/12 10:30am  Baptism of the Lord  
  Sunday
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Lunch for Visitors   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 3:00pm  Dedicatory Concert for  
  New Steinway Piano for   
  Sanctuary: Robert Blocker, Guest  
  Artist
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
1/13 11:00am  Roadrunners to Lunch at  
  Hwy 55 in Taylors
1/15 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/19 10:30am  Second Sunday after  
  Epiphany
 Baptism
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
1/20 AYMC and Church Offices Closed  
  in Observance of Martin Luther  
  King Jr. Day   

Financial Needs as of 12/31/2019
$2,700,000

Receipts as of 12/31/2019
$2,782,827

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering 2019 Goal: $125,000

Receipts as of 12/31/2019
$119,429

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. 

January 8
Adult: Pulled Roast Beef au Jus, Corn 
Casserole, Seasoned Green Beans, 
Heirloom Tomato Salad, Rolls, Dessert
Child: Meatballs, Mac and Cheese, Fruit, 
Cookies

January 15
Adult: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Zucchini Noodles with Marinara, Salad, 
Italian Green Beans, French Bread, Dessert
Child: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 
Cookies

profession of faith and baptism from 
another denomination.
Meggie Dant, 147 Helena Ct., Apt. C3, 
Baldwin, GA 30511, joined FBG privately 
on Sunday, December 15, by transfer of 
letter from another Baptist church.
Jason Friend, 147 Helena Ct., Apt. C3, 
Baldwin, GA 30511, joined FBG privately 
on Sunday, December 15, by statement of 
previous profession of faith and baptism 
from another denomination.

In 2014, the SAVER 
(Sustaining and 
Valuing Earth’s 
Resources) 
Committee initiated 
projects in the lower 

FBG campus along 
the Reedy River and 

Swamp Rabbit Trail 
to help demonstrate our commitment 
to creation care and environmental 
stewardship. The rain garden near the trail 
was installed in 2015. Volunteers work 
to maintain the rain garden, to remove 
invasive vegetation like kudzu, and have 
planted hundreds of native trees, shrubs 
and perennials to help restore this area. 
Volunteers will be planting trees again 
this Saturday, January 11, from 9 am to 
noon. For more information, please go to  
https://www.saveoursaluda.org/volunteer-
opportunities/fbg-site.html
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