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WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
December 29, 2019
First Sunday of Christmas
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
Scripture: Isaiah 63:7-9;  

Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon: When God Turns Up Missing

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 
Anthem: “The Work of Christmas” – 

FORREST
Soloists: Barbara and Gayle Gulley

Sunday, January 5, 2020
Epiphany Sunday

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Deacon Ordination and Installation

Proclaimer: Matt Rollins 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

Sermon: Visions of Johanna
Service Choirs: Archangel, Treble and 

Sanctuary Choirs
Anthem: “Twinkling Star” – 

DICKERSON; “What Is This Lovely 
Fragrance?” – WILLAN

Advent Decoration 
The Sanctuary and church grounds are 
decorated for the season by members 
of the Flower Guild. The poinsettias are 

gifts from church members.  
If you would like to enhance our worship 
space by placing flowers for one of our 

services, please contact Kimberly Coates 
at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 233-2527 ext. 128. The next open 

date is January 19.

From the Organist 
Read more at https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
the-organists-blog/

Church Breakfast
December 29

No Sunday School • Reservations Required 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 

churchwide-breakfast/

It has been called The Butterfly Effect. 
In the chaos theory of mathematics, 
a small change in a large system can 
have large effects later and elsewhere 
in the system. The idea is largely 
based on the work of Edward Lorenz 
who metaphorically theorized that 
the flutter of a butterfly’s wings could 
disrupt airflow in such a way that 
weeks later a tornado is spawned. In 
the sociological/psychological realm 
of systems theory, it is asserted that 
changing one part of a system affects 
other parts of the whole system. 
(Are you getting the feeling a small 
‘change’ is about to occur at First 
Baptist?)

Beginning in January, our 
preschoolers—ages 4 and 5—will 
be attending the early portion of our 
worship service. These children have 
typically gone from Sunday School 
to Extended Session and then to 
Preschool Worship in the Chapel. 
They have had limited experience 
with the larger worshipping 
congregation until they are older. In 
this new system, Extended Session 
will be eliminated for them. They will 
go from Sunday School to worship, 
and then to Preschool Worship. 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

They will be in the regular service 
through the children’s sermon. After 
the children’s sermon, we will share 
in a parting litany (Children: God be 
with you here. Congregation: God be 
with you there.), and they will exit to 
Preschool Worship. 

This may feel like a small change—
the flapping of a butterfly’s wing—but 
it will have immediate and long-
term effects. We will obviously be 
adding some liturgical verbiage 
to our worship with the exiting 
litany. We will probably be adding 
a little more noise, movement and 
rambunctiousness to the early 
moments of worship. (Remember, 
Jesus welcomed the children! The 
scripture doesn’t say he told them 
to ‘sit down, be quiet, and behave;’ 
he just welcomed them.) This will 
further add to the community and 
diversity of our worship. We too often 
segregate ourselves in the life of the 
church; this brings us together. It will 
give our preschoolers an opportunity 
to experience God with us and allow 
us to experience God through their 
presence.

It’s the flap of a butterfly’s wing. I 
doubt it will spawn any tornadoes. 
(I’m not making promises—they are 
preschoolers.) I do believe, however, 
it will produce many positive changes 
in our experience of God and our 
experience of church community. 

—Jim
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Calling all new members who have joined in the last 
two years–you are invited to a celebration breakfast 
in your honor! Many of you have already attended a 
New Member orientation, gone on a tour with me, 
visited and joined Sunday School classes, skimmed 
through our New Member Booklet and taken steps 
to become involved in one or more of the many 
mission and ministry opportunities throughout the 
year. Some of you might not even consider yourself 
a new member any more, and that is fine, too! You’re 
still invited. This breakfast will focus on fellowship 

and interaction, with no agenda other than getting 
to know each other better. Some of our staff as well 
as members of our Member Engagement Committee 
will be on hand as hosts and as valuable sources 
of information, should you need some guidance or 
an answer to a question. We are so glad you have 
chosen First Baptist as your faith family, and we hope 
you will gather with us on the morning of the 5th to 
celebrate.

Peace and Grace,
Matt

New Member Celebration Breakfast 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 9:00-10:15AM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

Make plans now to be in worship 
as often as you can. Try to add 
Wednesdays at First activities 
to your schedule. We have 
something for every age group! 
Our youngest ones enjoy time with 
excellent caregivers in the nursery. 
Missions and Children’s Choirs 
(5:30-7:00pm) begin at age 3 and 
continue through 5th grade. Youth 
in grades 6-12 congregate in the 
AYMC after school for ‘hang time’ 
before eating supper and having 
Bible study. Adults participate 
in MidWeek Fellowship (6:15-
7:00pm). 

For MidWeek Fellowship in 
January, Kyle will lead a study 
titled “The Narrow Way” based 
upon the passage in Matthew 
where Jesus says,”...small is the 
gate and narrow the way that 

leads to life, and only a few find 
it” (Matthew 7:14). Although there 
are those who use this verse as a 
basis for legalism and exclusivity, 
it runs counter to the actions and 
other words of Jesus—Jesus who 
said, “Come unto me all ye who 
are weary and heavy laden.” Kyle 
says, “The ‘narrow way’ can be 
better understood as part of the 
great wisdom tradition that runs 
the length of the Bible. It offers 
us a hopeful path forward in our 
real-world dilemmas, and it truly 
‘leads to life’! Let’s explore it 
together each Wednesday night 
this January.” 

Carson and Laura Foushee, 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
missionaries to Japan, will be 
sharing with us on February 5, 
and Jim will begin a study of the 

Gospel of John the following 
week. In particular, he will be 
talking about how this gospel—so 
different from the others—was 
written specifically for the church 
of the first century and continues 
to speak to the church today.

To make things more convenient, 
we offer Wednesday night 
supper in our Fellowship Hall. 
Reservations need to be made by 
noon on the Monday preceding 
the meal, and permanent 
reservations for the winter/spring 
are available. Make reservations 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/. Serving 
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. Come 
enjoy time around the tables with 
your church family, nourishing your 
body and your soul.

Happy New Year! 
WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST: THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Dedication correction: A poinsettia is given in honor of Nancy Gaines by Jim Gaines.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
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Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating birthdays in January who are not always 
able to be with us in worship:
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The bank 
collection totaled 
$673.23. Great 
job, children! 

Have you made your contribution to the Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering yet? Make your contribution 
by year end and help us meet our goal of $125,000!

—Laura

Children’s Lula Whilden Update

During January 2020, we will 
be collecting baby items for 
Greenville’s Gift. We started 
collecting for Greenville’s Gift in 
2017 and have enjoyed stocking 
the crib with onesies, bibs and 
other necessities for local babies 
in need over the last few years. 
Greenville’s Gift is a non-profit 
organization that is dedicated to 
clothing newborns in financial 
need in the Greenville community. 

The mission of Greenville’s Gift is 
to help the more than 2,400 babies 

born in need in Greenville each 
year. Greenville’s Gift provides 
individual gift bags based on 
gender and season. The recipients 
are identified by community 
agencies and local hospitals, 
and these organizations deliver 
the gift bags to moms. Each bag 
contains approximately 45 items, 
and all items are donated by the 
community. Greenville’s Gift hopes 
to make new moms and babies 
feel celebrated and loved by the 
Greenville community. To learn 
more, visit greenvillesgift.org. 

We will be accepting the following 
new or gently used (clean, no 
visible stains) items:

• Clothing including pjs, onesies 
& outfits (size 0-12 months)

• Baby Blankets
• Socks and Hats
• Bibs and Burp Cloths

Please place your donations in the 
crib at the Reception Desk or in 
the purple collection bins located 
around the church. Thank you for 
your generosity!

—Becky Bouton

Focus on Missions: Greenville’s Gift

HOLY ROLLERS  
TO LUNCH

Hwy 55 in Taylors
Monday, January 13

Depart FBG: 11:00am
Cost: 

 $1 for the bus; 
Lunch on your own

January 3
Ethel Martin (96)
301 Aberdare Lane
Greenville, SC 29615

January 14
John Curry
208 Boxwood Lane
Greenville, SC 29601

January 15
Jan Smetana
39 Richwood Lane
Greenville, SC 29607

January 19
Carolyn Godsey
200 Wellmore Drive
Apartment 3210
Lexington, SC 29072

January 21
Keeter Horton
Cascades
2 Fountainview Terrace
#102
Greenville, SC 29607

Contact Shanda LaForge at shanda.laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
233-2527 ext. 111 for more information or to make reservations for any 
First Friday Lunch and More or Holy Rollers or Roadrunners trips.

mailto:shanda.laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Care List
as of 12/16/2019

Hospitals
St. Francis—Downtown: Rosalind Tedards

Recently Discharged
Annabelle Kennedy, Mavis Bodie, Monty 
Lafitte, Coco Williams, Tom Mims  

Introducing…
Ashley McHugh, 239 Ingleside Way, 
Greenville 29615, joined FBG on 
December 2 by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism from 
another denomination. Ashley is employed 
with Sharpe Group and has a daughter, 
Margaret, who is a freshman in college.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 23-27
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
December 28-January 5

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)
January 6-12
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
12/22-26  AYMC Closed for Christmas
12/24-25  Church Offices Closed for  
 Christmas
12/24 5:00pm  Christmas Eve Service of  
 Communion
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
12/28-January 8  Cruise the Bible Trip
12/29 9:15am  Churchwide Breakfast 
 (Fellowship Hall https://  
  firstbaptistgreenville.com/  
  churchwide-breakfast
 No Sunday School
 10:30am  First Sunday of Christmas
 Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
1/1 AYMC and Church Offices Closed
1/5 9:00am  New Member Celebration  
 (Fellowship Hall)
 9:30am  Protecting Our Children  
  (A302) 
 10:30am  Epiphany Sunday
  Deacon Ordination
 Matt Rollins, Proclaimer
 Archangel and Treble Choirs
1/6 10:00am  College Pasta &   
  Fellowship (AYMC)
1/8 Wednesdays at First Activities

Financial Needs as of 12/21
$2,648,073

Receipts as of 12/18
$2,560,500

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering 2019 Goal: $125,000

Receipts as of 12/18
$79,518 

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Need a Ride
to the Doctor’s Office?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from 
medical appointments.  Requests made 
a week in advance will be appreciated.  
Those in need of this service may contact 
Becky Bouton at becky.bouton@gmail.
com or 271-3923.

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live, 
online, and may be viewed from anywhere 
on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and you will be notified when 
that event goes live. It’s an easy way to 
participate in worship if you cannot be 
here in person and to share our services 
with others. The links to services are easily 
copied and shared with friends via email, 
text or social media. The video remains 
available online up to 90 days after the 
service.

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Wednesday night supper will return 
January 8, 2020.

Save the Date—March 7, 2020
It is one great day of ministry by the 

church to its neighbors in need!

1/11 2:00 and 7:00pm  Greenville   
  Symphony Orchestra Spotlight  
 Series: The Changing Seasons— 
 ticketed event (Fellowship Hall)
1/12 10:30am  Baptism of the Lord  
  Sunday
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Lunch for Visitors   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 3:00pm  Dedicatory Concert for  
  New Steinway Piano for   
  Sanctuary: Robert Blocker, Guest  
  Artist
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
1/13 11:00am  Roadrunners to Lunch at  
  Hwy 55 in Taylors
1/15 Wednesdays at First Activities

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

