
BRANCHT
he

November 11, 2019

It was my parents’ primary mantra 
and mandate during my early 
days of worship—Be still! It often 
crossed their lips in a whisper. At 
other times, it was more of a growl. 
In a life filled with bicycles, little 
league, running, bouncing, kickball, 
freeze tag, and Pong (Yes, we 
owned the legendary precursor to 
all video games.), I needed some 
time to be still whether I knew it or 
not. I still do. If you need some time 
and space to be still, come on over 
to 847 Cleveland Street…

Our Labyrinth is always open. 
Situated as a dominant feature in 
our church’s Prayer Garden, the 
Labyrinth offers an outdoor, quiet 
space for prayer, meditation and 
intentional movement. If you’d 
rather sit, the benches at the 
Columbarium are a favorite place 
for many who come to pray.

The Stations of the Cross hang in 
our Carpenter Chapel. These icons 
of prayer and meditation have 
guided and undergirded the faithful 
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Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
November 17, 2019

10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 21:5-19

Sermon: Where Faith Takes a Stand
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 

Anthem: “The House of Faith Has 
Many Rooms” – PHILLIPS   

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
by the family of Robert Wilson in loving 
memory and thanksgiving for his life. 

If you would like to enhance our worship 
space by placing flowers for one of our 

services, please contact Kimberly Coates 
at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.

com or 233-2527 ext. 128. 

From the Organist 
I absolutely love this time of year! 

There is so much fun and excitement 
in the air. It begins with Halloween for 
me. I always try to outdo my costume 
from the year before; forgive me for 

bragging, but I feel like I have become 
quite the costume expert. Then comes 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and most 
importantly my January birthday. I am 

letting you know now so you have 
plenty of time to prepare! Read more at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/

Church Conference and  
Youth Fundraiser Baked Potato Bar
November 17 in the Fellowship Hall

Following Worship—No Reservations Needed

for centuries. Prayer guides for the 
stations are located at the back of 
the chapel.

A Centering Prayer Group meets 
at our church each week in the 
Prayer Room beside the Carpenter 
Chapel. This particular gathering 
of individuals—from the church 
and community—practices the 
discipline of contemplative prayer 
and meditation together.

Of course, my favorite practice is to 
simply slip into the Sanctuary when 
no one else is there…find a pew…
sit, watch, pray and listen. 

Every facet of our modern life 
calls us to be active, entertained 
and over-stimulated. The church 
does not need to fall into the trap 
of ‘ramping up the action’ for the 
already feverishly frazzled. Our best 
gift to our children, youth, young 
adults, middle-agers and senior 
adults might be a place where we 
can remember/learn what it’s like to 
be still.

—Jim 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/


The S.C. Bach Choir and soloists accompanied 
by the North Carolina Baroque Orchestra will 
present an Advent concert in our Sanctuary on 
Friday evening, November 22. According to their 
website, https://scbach.org, “S.C. Bach, South 
Carolinas’ Bach Society, is the state’s premier 
performing arts organization that focuses on 
quality performances of the music of Johann 
Sebastian Bach and his contemporaries. [Their] 
mission is to promote Bach’s music through 
affordable concerts, lectures and educational 
events throughout the state.” Talks are provided 
thirty minutes prior to each concert to help fulfill 
this mission.

Music for this concert includes “Wachet auf ruft 
uns die Stimme” (“Wake, awake for night is flying” 
BWV140), “Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf” 
(“The spirit gives helps in our weakness” BWV 
226) and Brandenburg Concerto #5 (BWV 1050). 
Bach’s famous cantata, Wachet Auf, or Sleepers 
Awake, is based on one of the most famous 
and beautiful of Bach’s chorale melodies. It was 
written for the church where Bach wrote a new 
cantata each week for the Sunday service! 

We are honored to host these talented musicians 
singing and playing some of the greatest sacred 
music ever written. The 7:00pm talk with 7:30pm 
concert is a ticketed event that is open to the 
public. Tickets are available at http://scbach.org.

—Vivian
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Looking Toward Advent—
Music of Hope

The Scholarship Committee 
of First Baptist Greenville 
is accepting applications 
from qualified individuals 
seeking financial assistance 
in pursuing an undergrad 
or seminary degree. This 

opportunity is not restricted to church members. 
Friends and loved ones are also welcome and 
encouraged to apply. These scholarships are 
made available through the First Baptist Greenville 
Foundation and funded by the incredible generosity 
of current and former church members. 

Scholarship applications are due to Sarah Carter 
by mail or email no later than Sunday, April 26. 
Applications can be downloaded by visiting the 
College page on the church’s website: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/college/

For more information on how you can help support 
these worthy students through the Foundation, 
please contact Stacey Shinas at stacey.shinas@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

—Sarah, Scholarship Committee Staff Liaison

Know a College or Seminary Student in Need of 
Financial Assistance? 
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s.c. bach, south carolina’s bach society presents

Looking toward Advent – Music of Hope

the south carolina bach choir and soloists with
the north carolina baroque orchestra and soloists
david rhyne, artistic director

{greenville}
friday, november 22, 2019 at 7:30 pm 
first baptist church, 847 cleveland st., greenville, sc 29601
{york}
saturday, november 23, 2019 at 7:30 pm
first presbyterian church, 10 w. liberty st., york, sc 29745
{spartanburg}
sunday, november 24, 2019 at 4:00 pm
episcopal church of the advent, 141 advent st., spartanburg, sc 29302

a pre-concert talk will be offered 30 minutes prior to each concert.

Visit www.scbach.org for more information and to purchase tickets.
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Have you ever heard of a gaga 
pit? I hadn’t either until the youth 
ministry staff wanted to build 
one at the AYMC. In its simplest 
form, it’s a much calmer version 
of dodge ball that is played in a 
20 foot octagonal pit. Believed to 
have originated in Israel, it spread 
across the U.S. over several 
decades becoming very popular 
with youth. “Ga” means “hit” or 
“touch” in Hebrew. 

The Property Committee in 
conjunction with the Grounds 
Committee coordinated plans for 
the new outdoor activity center on 
the terrace level of the AYMC. It 
is near the traffic circle, nestled in 
the hill. It has a concrete surface 
with four inch wide UV stable 
polyethylene timbers and powder 
coated steel corner stanchions for 
durability. This third playground 
for our campus was provided in 
recognition of the AYMC tenth 
anniversary and in honor of our 
children and youth.

I’m sure Mary Carol Anderson or 
Will Raybon would be happy to 
give you more information on how 
to play, and I am happy to give 
you information on availability 
for use. As with all traffic and 
safety issues on the campus, 
please drive slowly in that area, as 
children may be playing.

—Mittie

AYMC Pulse

For interested college students, our Ministry 
Education and Formation Committee is now taking 
applications for our Summer 2020 Youth Mentoring 
Team. The 11-week program consists of a college 
student(s) who has an interest in assisting with 
all aspects of ministry to youth (grades 6 through 
college). Their primary focus will be on building and 
strengthening relationships within our Youth Family. 
The program is designed to provide an opportunity 
for college students to identify strengths, gifts, 
interests, and abilities; invest in this youth ministry 
and its members; and help create a sense of trust, 
respect, and bond between our youth and youth 
leaders.

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring Team will be made up 
of one or more college students who have completed 
at the minimum their first year of school. Preference 
will go to those college students who have shown 
genuine interest and commitment to the First Baptist 
Greenville Youth Ministry.

Interested?

Go to https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ministry-
education-formation/ for full information and the 
application. Please submit Youth Mentor Applications 
to the Youth Ministry office no later than Sunday, 
January 12, 2020. 

—Mary Carol 
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2020 Summer Youth Mentoring Team
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 11/11/2019

Hospitals
Prisma/Greenville Memorial: Kathy Sharp
MD Anderson—Houston, TX: Gordon 
Herring

Rehab
NHC Greenville: Joan Garrett
Woodlands Rehab: Shirley Smith

Returned Home
Buddy Clay

Sympathy to…
Cathy McCall and family in the death of 
her sister.
Daniel Hart and family in the death of his 
mother.

Congratulations to...
Allie and Mark Jackson on the birth of  
a son, William Evans Jackson, on  
November 8, 2019. Will’s older brothers 
are Bowman and Griff.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 11-17
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

November 18-24
Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
11/11 First Baptist Day School Book Fair  
  (Parlor) 
11/12 8:45am-3:00pm  Holy Rollers to  
  Wholesale Grocery in Pelzer and  
  Lunch at Kenny’s Homecooking
11/13 Wednesdays at First Activities
11/17 10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Church Conference and  
  Youth Fundraiser Baked Potato  
  Bar
 12:30pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 2:30-4:30pm  Children’s Ministry 
   Event: Swimming at Kroc Center
11/20 Wednesdays at First Activities
11/21 7:00pm  Foster Care/Guardian ad  
  Litem Informational Meeting  
  (Fellowship Hall)
11/22 7:30pm  S.C. Bach Choir Concert— 
  ticketed event (Pre-concert Talk  
  at 7:00pm) (Sanctuary)
11/24 10:30am  Christ the King Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ Support Group 

Financial Needs as of 11/9
$2,336,535

Receipts as of 11/8
$2,073,706

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering 2019 Goal: $125,000

Receipts as of 11/8
$50,595

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

November 13
Adult: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad, 
Butter Biscuits, Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Veggies 
and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

November 20
Adult: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes 
& Zucchini Bake, Butter Basil Carrots, 
Spinach Salad, Dessert
Child: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn, Sweet 
Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

Radio Broadcast
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM on 
Sunday morning to listen to the worship 
service. If you have an HD radio, you may 
tune in to 89.3-HD4. We are no longer 
broadcasting on AM660. You may still visit 
our website (https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/worship/) for links to listen as well as 
watch our worship services.

The Misuse of Technology  
and Social Media

The Impact on the Social and 
Emotional Development of Children

Join us for a presentation by Harry 
Shucker, retired VP of Student Services 
at Furman University, on the effects 
of technology and brain development 
in children at 6:30pm on Thursday, 
November 21, 2019, in the Parlor. This 
event is sponsored by the First Baptist 
Day School.

Save the Date—March 7, 2020
It is one great day of ministry by the 

church to its neighbors in need!


