
BRANCHT
he

October 21, 2019

Dr. Stan Nelson was a well-
respected and much-loved Professor 
of Theology at Golden Gate 
Theological Seminary. For over two 
decades, he spent his days in the 
lecture hall turning students into 
theologians. I know some of these 
students; his work was stellar. Dr. 
Nelson believed the church was 
the primary source and context 
for the development of theology. 
This thought found its way into a 
book that has informed students 
and fellow scholars for years—A 
Believer’s Church Theology. Dr. 
Nelson died just weeks ago. His 
memorial service was this past 
Friday. I received a copy of the 
eulogy. It was excellent. I was also 
privileged to listen to a recording 
of one of his last sermons. It was 
excellent, as well. The memorable 
line—for me—from the sermon was, 
‘I want my life to be something more 
than long.’ He went on to talk about 
wanting to live a life of service. He 
did.

This past weekend, I walked to 
Lula Whilden’s grave. It’s become 
somewhat of an annual tradition 
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Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
October 27, 2019
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14

Sermon: The Pious Words
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 

Anthem: “Dear Refuge of My Weary 
Soul”—arr. LOVE; “Hear My Words”—

PAULUS  
Soloist: Quentin Prewitt

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
to the glory of God and in memory of 

Wade, Eugene and Harriet Bryant; and 
Lamar and Cema Chapman.

If you would like to enhance our 
worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. 

From the Organist 
The story of the Pharisee and the 

publican is one that I have heard since 
I was a little boy. One man stands up 
and says a prayer that if posted on 
social media might be followed by 

#HumbleBrag. The other man quietly 
and privately prays, “God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner!” Jesus follows the story 
by telling his listeners that the humble 
tax collector went home justified, while 
the pious Pharisee did not. Read more 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build  
through Early November 

502 Jenkins Street 
vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

for me. She is laid to rest just two 
blocks from my home. I think Lula 
shared Dr. Nelson’s sentiment—she 
wanted her life to be something 
more than long. She lived the bulk 
of her life ministering to the blind 
children and homeless women of 
China. Enduring hunger, minimal 
funding and even physical harm, 
she remained committed to the work 
of God on the world mission field. I 
would encourage you to read more 
about the details of her life and work 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
who-was-lula-whilden/.

I want our church’s life to be 
something more than long. Each 
October, we spend focused prayer 
on world missions and the raising 
of the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering. The monies from this 
offering benefit the mission work of 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 
the Alliance of Baptists, the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
South Carolina and several specific 
missionaries. We are doing more 
than getting another year older each 
October; we are providing service 
and servants to God’s world.

I hope you will make a generous 
donation to the Lula Whilden World 
Missions Offering this year. It will 
help others live well…and help you 
live well…

—Jim
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This series is for guests, visitors 
and brand new members who 
want a deeper look into the life of 
the church here at First Baptist. 
We will meet in the Conference 

Room, which is located on the Heritage Hallway, across the 
Rotunda stairwell on the same level as the Sanctuary. Coffee will 
be available in the room at 9:15am, and we will begin at 9:25am. 
For more information about this class, contact me at  
matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

—Matt
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A SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES 
FOR NEWCOMERS November 3: “The B Word” 

—a discussion about being Baptist 
at First Baptist

November 10: Small Groups and 
Participation at First Baptist

November 17: Serving, Volunteering 
and Joining at First Baptist

November 24: God at Work at First 
Baptist
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Our missions emphasis has begun! 
Over the next two months, we will 
partner with Safe Harbor to both 
learn about the work Safe Harbor 
is doing and serve the needs of its 
community. Safe Harbor’s mission 
is “to provide a continuum of 
services for victims of domestic 
violence and their children; and 
to eliminate cultural acceptance 
of domestic violence through a 
coordinated community response, 
prevention and education.” It 
operates across Greenville, 
Pickens and Oconee counties and 
serves approximately 60 persons 
per week when each safe house is 
at capacity. Being a ministry that 
often sees mothers and young 
children arrive without necessities, 

there is a need for size 5/6 diapers 
and baby wipes. Beyond that, Safe 
Harbor has an Amazon Wish List 
that explicitly names their needs. 
We are challenging the Youth 
Family to meet the goal over the 
next week to acquire as many of 
these items as possible. You may 
purchase these items and either 
ship them to the church or bring 
them by the youth offices on the 
AYMC Terrace Level. We hope to 

have everything by Wednesday, 
October 30. To see Safe Harbor’s 
Wish List, please follow this link: 
https://www.amazon.com/gp/
registry/wishlist/377UY1TQ3Q1X6/
ref=cm_sw_su_w. There are so 
many needs in our community; 
together we can partner with our 
community to assist in meeting 
those needs. 

 —Will

Youth on a Mission

The AYMC is looking for a welcome desk associate. This person will be responsible for 
opening the facility Monday through Friday at 5:45am and staffing the welcome desk until 

8:00am. Responsibilities will also include some administrative duties.  
If you are interested in being part of our ministry, please e-mail your resume to  

mittie.taylor@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Job Opening
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Sunday, October 27, will mark the 
8th year we have partnered with the 
Nicholtown community to provide 
a Trunk or Treat experience for 
children from Nicholtown and First 
Baptist.   

For the last several years, we have 
served over one thousand children 
from the trunks of First Baptist 
and Nicholtown Baptist members. 
The church-wide missions focus 
for October is collecting candy 
for Trunk or Treat taking place on 
the last Sunday in October in the 
Parking Lot of the Phillis Wheatley 
Community Center. All persons 
providing trunks should arrive 
by 4:30pm to decorate and be 
prepared for the children. 

Please bring your donations to the 
church during October and place 

in the collection boxes located 
throughout the church. In addition 
to treats, we also need about fifty 
trunks filled with goodies and 
someone to pass them out to the 
eager children. You may want to 
decorate your trunk, but it is not 
necessary. You are encouraged 
to come out and enjoy a fun 
evening of fellowship and service 
in Nicholtown. We’d love to hear 
from you if you can provide a 
trunk.

The last two years Kristy 
Buchanan and Tess Camp have 
collected costumes for the 
children in Nicholtown. This year 
they are collecting them again. 
New or gently used costumes 
can be brought to the church 
and placed in the collection 
boxes throughout the buildings 

or dropped off at my office by the 
end of the day on Wednesday, 
October 23. Our goal is to have 
a large number of costumes 
available from which children can 
choose at the Phillis Wheatley 
Community Center several days 
before the Trunk or Treat. 

This year there are three ways to 
be involved in our partnership. You 
can provide candy for the event, 
provide costumes for the children 
in Nicholtown or provide a trunk 
on October 27 to ensure all of our 
children have a safe, fun-filled 
evening of fellowship with our 
neighbors. I encourage you to find 
your Fall spirit and do all three! We 
need a truckload of candy, and 
that may not be enough!

—Frank  

As a leader in the modern 
missionary movement, 
the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship 
seeks to build beloved 
community, bear witness 
to Jesus Christ and to 
seek transformational 
development among 
communities and people 
otherwise forgotten. 
Field personnel serve 
alongside congregations 
within three primary 
contexts—global poverty, 
global migration and the 
global church. CBF is 

currently supporting 120 long-term field personnel in 
over 25 countries, 50 Student.Go interns and 100s 
of short-term mission teams with the help of funding 
from the Lula Whilden mission offering.

Carson and Laura Foushee serve as CBF field 
personnel to Japan in partnership with the Japan 
Baptist Convention in Tokyo. The Foushees serve 
alongside JBC churches in Toyama and Kanazawa 
by leading English ministries in both congregations. 
They both regularly preach through translation and 
lead English bible studies as well as build community 
through English classes and camps for Japanese 
families. The Foushees are preparing for a five-
month trip back home to the United States and will 
be our guest speakers at MidWeek Fellowship on 
Wednesday, February 5. To learn more about Carson 
and Laura and other CBF field personnel, go to 
https://cbf.net/field-personnel.

Please remember that the Foushees, along with 
the other CBF field personnel, the Alliance of 
Baptists and CBFSC are all directly impacted by our 
generosity and support. Lula Whilden donations can 
be made through the end of the year. No amount is 
too small to be put towards these worthy causes.

—Ryan Dennis, Lula Whilden Task Force

Lula Whilden World Missions Offering
M
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Focus on Missions: Trunk or Treat

https://cbf.net/field-personnel


Jennifer Stevenson, 108 
Biltmore Dr., Greenville, 
29601, joined FBG 
privately on October 4, 
by transfer of letter from 
another Baptist church. 
Jennifer is employed 
with Vanessa Hartman 

Kormylo, PA, and attends the Koinonia 
Sunday School Class.
Jim Whitten, 40 Collins Ridge Drive, 
Greenville, 29607, joined FBG privately 
on October 11, by transfer of letter from 
another Baptist church. He and his wife, 
Bev, are retired.
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 10/21/2019

Hospitals
St. Francis Downtown: Marion Crooks, 
Jim Tomblin
Prisma Health/Greenville Memorial: 
Kathy Sharp

Rehab
NHC Greenville: Tony Alexander , Joan 
Garret

Returned Home
Bill Kutz, Miriam Faress, Carol Cobb

Sympathy to…
the family of Ann Stephens.
the family of Jim Whitten.
Karen Childers and family in the death of 
her aunt.
Cecelia Jackson and family in the death of 
her sister.

Introducing...
Nicki Thompson, 16 Bernwood Dr., 
Taylors, 29687, joined FBG privately on 
September 30, by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism from 
another denomination. Nicki retired from 
the school district.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 21-27
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
October 28-November 3

Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
10/23 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/24 7:00pm  Foster Care/Guardian ad  
  Litem Informational Meeting  
  (Fellowship Hall)
10/26 2:00 and 7:00pm  Greenville   
 Symphony Orchestra Spotlight  
 Series: Women of Music—ticketed  
 event (Fellowship Hall)
10/27 9:30am  Protecting Our Children  
  (A302)
 10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Trunk or Treat  
  (Phillis Wheatley Parking Lot)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ Support Group  
  (Parlor)
10/30 Wednesdays at First Activities
11/1 10:30am  First Friday Lunch and  
  More: Veteran’s Day (Fellowship  
  Hall)
11/3 10:30am  All Saints Sunday
  Communion
  Kendra Plating, Proclaimer
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
11/6 10:30am  Roadrunners to Lunch at  
  Hungry Drover

Financial Needs as of 10/19
$2,180,766

Receipts as of 10/18
$1,937,494

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering 2019 Goal: $125,000

Receipts as of 10/18
$27,556

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Follow us on Livestream!
All of our worship services are broadcast 
live online and may be viewed from 
anywhere on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
While there, click the “follow” button to 
receive notifications for new events. 

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

October 23
Adult: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Zucchini Noodles with Marinara, Salad, 
Italian Green Beans, French Bread, Dessert
Child: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 
Cookies

October 30
Adult: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed 
Vegetables, Salad, Bread
Child: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots, Fruit, 
Cookies

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. On 
HD radio, you may tune in to 89.3-HD4. 
We are no longer broadcasting on AM660. 
Visit our website (firstbaptistgreenville.
com/worship/) for links to listen to as well 
as watch our worship services.
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