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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Baptism

Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Psalm
119:97-104
Sermon: The Holy Words

Service Choirs: Bell Tower Ringers
and Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Word of God Come Down
on Earth”—FERGUSON

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given
in loving memory of Lois, Steve, Martha,
Clara and O. W. Sutton by Dale and
B.K. Sutton.
If you would like to enhance our
worship space by placing flowers for
one of our services, please contact
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527
ext. 128.

From the Organist
I was raised in churches that held to
a very rigid and literal interpretation of
scripture. I attended Christian schools
that taught me that about 6,000 years
ago, God created the world in six days,
and men walked around with dinosaurs
for a while. I was told that God was
disappointed with me if I did not read
the Bible every single day. Read more
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/theorganists-blog/

Different folk prioritize their reading of
different sections of the newspaper.
Some read the headlines first. Others
make their way to the sports page
or obituaries or crossword puzzle or
stock report first. If, however, you are
looking for a job, you head straight for
‘Help Wanted.’ If you like looking at job
openings, you’ll love this article. Help
Wanted…..
Golf Cart Drivers: You must be 21 or
older and willing to circle our parking
lot on Sunday mornings in an electric
golf cart, in search of persons with
limited mobility. This job is too much
fun!
Children’s Sunday School
Teachers: If you love God, love
children and are willing to give an hour
each week—or monthly on a rotating
basis—we would love to have you
teach in our children’s department.
You must complete all requirements
for ‘Protecting Our Children’
certification. If you taught years ago
and feel you’ve already ‘done your
time,’ we would love to have you back
for a year or two. Please don’t retire a
valuable gift. This job reaps rewards
for a lifetime.

Reminders
Annual Church Picnic
October 20, 4:00pm
Home of Pat and Mary Lou Hartness
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
annual-church-picnic

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build
through Early November
502 Jenkins Street
vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

Facilities Personnel: If you are able
to lift chairs, clean offices, change
a lightbulb (and a few other minor
repairs) and do it all with a friendly
demeanor, this job is for you….and
best of all, this one pays—salary and
benefits.
Singers: There is always a spot in the
choir for new singers. If you’ve been
thinking about joining a choir, there’s
no better time than right now. Our
music department has begun work on
Advent/Christmas selections, and is
there any better music in the world!
Stephen Ministers: If you would like
to receive professional training and
ongoing education in order to ‘walk
alongside’ church members who are
going through crisis, you might want to
be a Stephen Minister. All you need is
a caring heart, a little time each week
and a willingness to learn and serve.
For more information on any of these
job opportunities, please call the
church office. Yes, if you read it and
felt a little nudge, that was probably
the Holy Spirit…give us a call…
—Jim

Wednesdays at First Activities
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

CHURCH LIFE

Addiction Support Groups
The 11th Tradition of Alanon and
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
begins, “Our public relations policy
is based on attraction rather than
promotion…” As such, you will
rarely see a billboard, television
commercial or magazine ad
enticing you to attend a support
group meeting. Rather, it’s
assumed those in need find those
in need. Our paths cross in such
a way we tell each other where
we found serenity (Alanon) and
sobriety (AA). One person helps
another person toward health.
Last year, it was relatively easy
for us to find our way to a series
of MidWeek Fellowship services
to learn more about the 12 Steps.
The Fellowship Hall was packed—

Wednesday after Wednesday—
with persons seeking some
measure of relief from the toll
addiction was taking on their lives.
For me, these gatherings are just
a beginning. Learning ‘about’
the 12 Steps is a first movement
toward ‘studying and working
the 12 Steps’ in the supportive
community of an Alanon or AA
group. While loving and caring
for an addict in my life, I found in
Alanon the wisdom, support and
community that afforded me daily
serenity. I have continued to make
Alanon a part of my life because
1) the principles practiced there
apply to all other struggles of
life and 2) it is my gift to every
newcomer who makes their way to
the room for the first time. There

were people in the room for me…I
want to be there for others.
Our church is fortunate to now
have AA and Alanon groups
meeting here on Monday
evenings. The AA group is a
‘closed group’—only persons
who have a problem with alcohol
may attend. The Alanon group is
open to anyone who has a family
member or friend with an alcohol
problem. Both groups meet at
6:00pm: AA in the Prayer Room
(at the church belltower entrance)
and Alanon in the Atkins-Bouton
Classroom (same entrance, down
the hall). I hope to see you there.
—Jim

What could be more fun than joining
with our entire church family for a
time of fun, food, and fellowship?
Absolutely nothing! Join us on
October 20 at the home of Pat and
Mary Lou Hartness for our annual
church picnic. There are some new
additions to our tradition this year.
We will be joined by Randomonium, a
local band voted “2019’s Best of the
Upstate.” Randomonium is known for
performing a variety of songs from all
decades and genres and presenting
their music with “love, humour and
a touch of cheek.” Not only will we
be hosting a live, local band, but we will also have several inflatables provided this year. Children will have the
opportunity to jump and race their way through the evening, making new and fun memories along the way.
Along with the new, we still want to hold on to some old aspects of the picnic. The scenic hayrides will begin
at 4:30pm and last until 6:00pm, and of course, we will be enjoying Charlie’s BBQ throughout the evening.
Come one and come all on October 20 from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. We will look forward to seeing you there.
Sign-up today! https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/
—Will Raybon

Mission Trips and the Mission of God

Many a youth minister has closed out a trip by
referring to this passage. Whenever one engages
in mission—the Missio Dei—they generally feel a
spiritual high by the time a week-long mission trip
ends. I can think of no better example than the Youth
Family’s recent mission trip to Puerto Rico. Our
youth bonded with the people of San Juan in ways
they never expected, and it was easy to see the
transformation that occurred in each of them over the
course of the week. It was a beautiful experience, but

one that felt like it ended as the wheels of our plane
touched down on the tarmac.

YOUTH

The Transfiguration is a familiar story that is found
within all three of the synoptic Gospels. In it, we find
that Jesus, Peter, James and John have ascended
a mountain. There they experience God in new
and extraordinary ways. Following the event, Peter
exclaims that they should stay right there and bask in
the presence of God forever; however, Luke’s Gospel
explains that Peter did not know what he was saying.
They leave the mountain and continue doing God’s
work among the people below.

Fortunately, the Mission of God is not so easily
defined. There is work to be done right here in our
own backyard, and First Baptist knows that well.
We are beginning a missions emphasis as a part of
the Youth Ministry this fall. This new endeavor will
revolve around partnering with a local area ministry
over the course of a semester. We will work with
these partners to bring both education and service
components to our yearly schedule. We will do what
we can to work alongside others to meet the needs
of our community while reminding ourselves that
the Mission of God happens both on and off the
mountain.
—Will

AYMC Pulse
AYMC

Have you ever wondered what
goes on downstairs at the AYMC
other than youth activities? When
the youth aren’t there, the place
is more than likely buzzing with
all different kinds of groups. On
any given day, you might find a
homeschool co-op, one of three
Bible studies, Prisma Health staff
meeting, Epilepsy support group,
Momentum Bike Club, Goodwill
Good Guides mentor program,
Applied Theatre group, book club,
self-defense class, circle meeting,
CPR class, United Way meeting,
Sunday School lunch and dinner,
birthday party, bridal and baby
shower, yoga and pilates, just
to name a few. We have wellappointed classrooms and a large

gathering space complete with
projection system and kitchen—
not to mention a large game room.
We can accommodate small
groups and groups as large as
eighty. If you need space for your
group’s next meeting or event,
please consider getting in touch
with me to see if the AYMC would
be a good fit for you.
—Mittie

Required reservations for the meal must
be made by noon on the Monday prior by
visiting the church website or calling the
church office. Permanent reservations for
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving
lines open 4:45-6:00pm.

October 16

Adult: Pulled Roast Beef au Jus, Corn
Casserole, Seasoned Green Beans,
Heirloom Tomato Salad, Rolls, Dessert

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time and
		
Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines
			 Open
5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
		 MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Care List

LIVING GENEROUSLY

as of 10/14/2019

Financial Needs as of 10/12
$2,128,843
Receipts as of 10/11
$1,854,639

Hospitals

Lula Whilden World Missions
Offering 2019 Goal: $125,000
Receipts as of 10/11
$25,786

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
October 14-20
Matt Rollins
478-737-7298 (m)
October 21-27
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call the
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and
leave a message by pressing the
number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

St. Francis Downtown: Marion Crooks
Prisma Health/Greenville Memorial:
Joan Garrett, Miriam Faress

Rehab

NHC Greenville: Tony Alexander

Introducing...

Ashley and Sam Snelgrove, 102 Windward
Ct., Greer, 29650, joined FBG privately
on October 11, by statement of previous
profession of faith and baptism from
another denomination. Ashley works with
the Greenville Library, and Sam is selfemployed. They are members of the LINK
Class.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Child: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit,
Cookies

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Adult: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna,
Zucchini Noodles with Marinara, Salad,
Italian Green Beans, French Bread, Dessert

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

October 23

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

Child: Meatballs, Mac and Cheese, Fruit,
Cookies

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

10/16 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/20 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
		 Room)
4:00pm Church Picnic (Hartness
		 Home)
10/23 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/24 7:00pm Foster Care/Guardian ad
		 Litem Informational Meeting
		 (Fellowship Hall)
10/26 2:00 and 7:00pm Greenville 		
Symphony Orchestra Spotlight
Series: Women of Music—ticketed
event (Fellowship Hall)
10/27 9:30am Protecting Our Children
		 (A302)
10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30am Vocare Rehearsal
		 (Choir Room)
5:00-7:00pm Trunk or Treat
		 (Phillis Wheatley Parking Lot)
5:00pm LGBTQ Support Group
		 (Parlor)
10/30 Wednesdays at First Activities

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!
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Follow us on Livestream!
All of our worship services are broadcast
live online and may be viewed from
anywhere on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
While there, click the “follow” button to
receive notifications for new events.

Need a Ride

to a Medical Appointment?
The Medical Appointment Transportation
Committee offers rides for members to
and from medical appointments. Requests
made a week in advance will be
appreciated. Those in need of this service
may contact Committee Chair Mary
Rankin at rankinma@yahoo.com or 6302894.

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. On
HD radio, you may tune in to 89.3-HD4.
We are no longer broadcasting on AM660.
Visit our website (firstbaptistgreenville.
com/worship/) for links to listen to as well
as watch our worship services.

