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Sunday, October 6, is World 
Communion Sunday. On this 
particular Sunday, communion 
tables around the world will be 
set with bread and wine and 
made ready for celebration. 
Protestants, Roman Catholics and 
many Orthodox communities will 
acknowledge our kinship…a much-
needed nod in our fractured faith 
and world.

Not only will we commune with 
ecclesiastical kin around the world, 
we will also share communion 
with a dear friend of mine. 
Riley Hagan—performing artist, 
instructor and composer—will 
be our guest musician on World 
Communion Sunday. Riley is a 
bass guitarist (yes, I’m biased), 
a graduate of Berklee School of 
Music and the disciple of renowned 
bassist, Michael Manring. Riley 
is a resident of the west coast—
spending time in the California Bay 
Area, Portland and Hawaii. He also 
happens to be one of my mentors.

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
October 6, 2019

World Communion Sunday
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Mark 10:2-16

Sermon: Who’s In and Who’s Out
Service Choirs: Sanctuary Choir 
Soloist: Riley Hagan, Bass Guitar

Anthem: “Many Will Come”—
KEESECKER 

Sanctuary Flowers 
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. The next open date is  
October 6.

From the Organist 
Read Shelton’s blog at https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-
blog/

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build  
through Early November 

502 Jenkins Street 
vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

Picture Directory Update
October 7-9, 1:00-8:00pm

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment- 
plus.com/b0mbned8/

On World Communion Sunday, 
Riley will be sharing a taste of 
‘world music’ with us. His solo 
stylings and his instruments are 
quite unique—unlike most bass 
guitarists you have heard. His use 
of the Zon hyper-bass, chordings 
and harmonics (yes, this is getting 
too technical) is amazing to both 
eye and ear. You will not want to 
miss this!

In addition to Riley’s time with us 
on Sunday morning, He will be 
leading a master class for bass 
players in our Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, October 7, at 1:00 pm. 
He will also be doing a full concert 
at Fernwood Baptist Church, in 
Spartanburg, on Sunday evening, 
October 8, at 6:00pm.  

Take advantage of this time to 
share communion with your faith 
family and our friends around the 
world…and to share a little time 
with a friend and mentor of mine.

—Jim
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Sunday, October 27, will mark the eighth year we 
have partnered with the Nicholtown community to 
provide a Trunk or Treat experience for children from 
Nicholtown and First Baptist.   

For the last several years, we have served more 
than one thousand children from the trunks of First 
Baptist and Nicholtown Baptist members. The 
church-wide missions focus for October is collecting 
candy for Trunk or Treat that will happen on the last 
Sunday in October in the parking lot of the Phillis 
Wheatley Community Center. All persons providing 
trunks should arrive by 4:30pm to decorate and get 
prepared for the children. 

Please bring your donations to the church during 
October and place in the collection boxes located 
throughout the church. In addition to treats, we 
also need about fifty trunks filled with goodies and 
someone to pass them out to the eager children. 
You may want to decorate your trunk, but it is not 
necessary. You are encouraged to come out and 
enjoy a fun evening of fellowship and service in 
Nicholtown. We’d love to hear from you if you can 
provide a trunk.

The last two years Kristy Buchanan and Tess 
Camp have collected costumes for the children 
in Nicholtown. This year they are collecting them 
again. New or gently used costumes can be brought 
to the church and placed in the collection boxes 
throughout the buildings or dropped off at my office 
by the end of the day on Wednesday, October 23. 
Our goal is to have a large number of costumes 
available from which children can choose at the 
Phillis Wheatley Community Center several days 
before the Trunk or Treat. 

This year there are three ways to be involved in our 
partnership. You can provide candy for the event, 
provide costumes for the children in Nicholtown or 
provide a trunk on October 27 to ensure all of our 
children have a safe, fun-filled evening of fellowship 
with our neighbors. I encourage you to find your Fall 
spirit and do all three! We need a truckload of candy, 
and that may not be enough!

—Frank   
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In April of 2016, after the release of her award-
winning Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqueline Woodson 
visited our Sanctuary for a talk and book signing. 
Woodson spent part of her childhood in Greenville 
(the other part in Brooklyn), so it was a coming home, 
in a way. She shared how her reminiscences in verse 
became the children’s book.

On Tuesday, October 8, at 7:00pm, Woodson returns 
to our Sanctuary to discuss her new book, Red at the 
Bone, an adult novel in an event co-sponsored by 
Fiction Addiction and First Baptist Greenville. NPR 
critic Heller McAlpin states Red at the Bone “reads 
like poetry and drama, a cry 
from the heart that often cuts 
close to the bone.” 

This event is free and open to the public, but 
tickets are required. VIP tickets (limited to 50) will 
include two copies of the featured book, and VIP 
ticketholders will have front-row seating and first 
access to the signing line. Reserve your ticket now 
through Eventbrite at https://jacqueline-woodson.
eventbrite.com.

Book Talk and Signing
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Focus on Missions: Trunk or Treat

https://jacqueline-woodson.eventbrite.com
https://jacqueline-woodson.eventbrite.com


Jesus’s best 
advice was 
often wordless. 
As he quietly 
moved back 
and forth 
between the 
solitude and 
the multitude, 
he modeled 

healthy spirituality for all of us. 
We belong to the multitude. We 
were designed for communal life 
in all its messiness and joy. Social 
science research confirms that we 
thrive best in the give and take of 
life together, but we cannot give 
what we have not received. The 
community has needs we cannot 
meet, and we have needs that the 
community cannot meet. We also 
belong, it turns out, to God and 
need solitude to avail ourselves to 

what only God can give. Each of 
us needs—as a wise pastor once 
told me—enough time away from 
people that we have something to 
give them when we’re with them. 

The last time I was a candidate 
for a sabbatical, I made a tactical 
error, filling the month with a 
“special project” and coming back 
as tired as when I started. Oops! 
Therefore, in October of this—my 
10th—year at First Baptist, I’m 
going to try to be a better follower 
of Jesus’s wordless advice: time 
immersed in the solitude of the 
San Juan mountains, and time 
immersed in the multitude of 
Manhattan, a very different kind of 
communal life from GreenVegas, 
SC! I’ll be away October 3-30.

This is only possible because of 
three miraculous gifts. First, you 
decided as a church, a long time 
ago, to care for your ministers in 
this way. Words can’t express my 
gratitude for that! Secondly, my 

colleagues and lay ministers are 
willing to stand in the gap and 
make sure Pastoral Care ministries 
are covered for the month. Thank 
you, colleagues! Thirdly, sisters 
and brothers in Christ in far-flung 
places have responded to their 
own calling to provide hospitality 
to ministers who need rest. I am 
truly amazed by how beautiful 
and thoroughly unselfish their 
generosity is.  

Please continue to call the church 
and notify the ministers about 
prayers that need praying, needs 
that need meeting, and concerns 
that need to be shared. Will you 
please pray for me? I don’t want 
to “fail at sabbatical” again, and I 
don’t want to be a hypocrite the 
next time it’s my job to ask you: 
How well are you balancing your 
need to minister to others with 
your need for time apart, allowing 
God to minister to you? 

—Kyle

Sabbatical
PASTO
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The Enneagram is a psychological and spiritual tool 
that uses the framework of nine distinct personality 
types to describe the preferred ways we make 
our way through the world. At 4:30pm on Sunday, 
October 13, Rolyn Rollins, an Enneagram workshop 
facilitator for the Cothran Center for Vocational 
Reflection at Furman University, will lead us through 
a discovery and exploration of our own Enneagram 
types, including healthy ways to use this new 
information in daily interactions with others. Check in 
and gather 4:00-4:30pm.

This retreat will be perfect for those new to the 
Enneagram as well as for those looking for a deeper 
understanding of it to become more self-aware and 
to better understand the perspectives of others. 

The cost to participate is $20, which includes dinner 
and a copy of The Essential Enneagram, which will 
serve as a guide during the retreat and a personal 
resource for you in the future. To register, please visit 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/enneagram/    

Spiritual Enrichment Event: Enneagram
OCTOBER 13, 4:30-7:30PM IN THE PARLOR

SEE

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/enneagram/
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 9/30/2019

Hospitals
Prisma Health Greenville Memorial: Bill 
Kutz

Rehab
NHC Greenville: Pat Stephens

Returned Home
Jim Childress, Louise Stanford 

Sympathy to...
Jack and Jason Dennis in the death of 
their grandmother.
Sara Herbert and family in the death of her 
grandmother.
   

Introducing...
Carmen and Julius 
Earle with their 
grandson Bennett 
Walsh, 2 Craigwood 
Rd., Greenville, 
29607, joined FBG 
during worship on 

Sunday, September 15, by statement of 
previous profession of faith and baptism 
from another denomination. Julius is 
employed with the Carolina Center for 
Behavioral Health. Bennett is an 8th grade 
student.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 30-October 6
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)
October 7-13
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
10/2 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/4 10:30am  First Friday Lunch and  
  More (Fellowship Hall)
10/6 10:30am World Communion Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Riley Hagan, Guest Artist
 2:00pm  United Ministries   
  Transformation Walk and 5K
    Registration, 1:00pm (FBG)
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
 6:00pm  Riley Hagen (at Fernwood)
10/7 10:15am  Roadrunners to Mountain  
  Fresh Orchard and Lunch at Bay  
  Breeze Seafood Restaurant
10/7-9  Lifetouch Directory Photo Update
10/8 9:00am-3:00pm  Holy Rollers to  
  Pretty Place and Justus Orchard  
  with Lunch at Cracker Barrel
 7:00pm  Jacqueline Woodson Book  
  Talk and Signing (Sanctuary)
10/9 10:30am  Grief Support Group  
  Initial Meeting (Prayer Room -  
  A302)
 Wednesdays at First Activities
10/13 10:30am  Children’s Sabbath
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 9/28
$ 2,249,997

Receipts as of 9/24
$ 1,778,230

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

October 2
Adult: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes 
and Zucchini Bake, Butter Basil Carrots, 
Spinach Salad, Dessert
Child: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn, Sweet 
Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

October 9
Adult: Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples, 
Salad, Dessert
Child: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Kate and Paul 
Anderson, 624 
Powdermill Dr., 
Simpsonville, 29681, 
also joined FBG 
during worship on 
September 15. Kate 

joined by transfer of letter from another 
Baptist church, and Paul by requesting 
watchcare.

Clark Mizell, 122 Pimlico 
Rd., Greenville, 29607, 
also joined FBG during 
worship on September 15 
by transfer of letter from 
another Baptist church. 

His wife is Nancy Taylor Mizell.
Rachel Mullinax, 8 
Creekside Ct., Greenville, 
29615, joined FBG during 
worship on September 15 
by statement of previous 
profession of faith and 
baptism.


