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Heraclitus of Ephesus was a 
pre-Socratic Greek philosopher 
who believed ‘change’ was the 
fundamental essence of the 
universe. He is credited with writing 
the famous lines: “The only thing that 
is constant in life is change,” and “No 
one steps in the same river twice.” 

This fall, our church will experience 
two noticeable changes in 
personnel. First, our Pastoral 
Resident Dylan Rigg has been 
called to be the Associate Pastor of 
19th Avenue Baptist Church in San 
Francisco, California. (Rumor has it 
we both applied for the job, and they 
gave it to the young guy. That’s just 
a rumor.) Our residency program is 
designed to give seminary graduates 
two years of experience at First 
Baptist. It is inevitable, however, 
that when we recruit highly qualified 
residents, they may well be hired 
before the end of their two years. 
This speaks well of our program and 
the quality of the resident. Dylan 
has served us well for over a year. 
He brought to First Baptist a true 
love for the church, an impeccable 
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Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesday-night-supper/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
September 22, 2019

Baptism
First Grade Recognition

10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 15:11-32
Sermon: It’s My Birthday!

Service Choirs: Sanctuary Choir  
and Vocare

Anthem: “Down to the River to Pray” 
—arr. WILBERG; “Coming Home”—

ALLEN

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 

September 22 are given by Carter and 
Stephanie Hollis on their 20th wedding 

anniversary in loving memory of  
Gary and Gloria (Campbell) Harrelson, 

who first introduced them, and in honor 
of their children: Addison, Campbell and 

Jack Hollis.
 If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  

233-2527 ext. 128.

From the Organist 
This week’s Gospel lesson contains 
the story of the prodigal son, making 
it rather ironic that I chose this week 

to begin writing my blog again. If 
you had been regularly reading this 

blog, you probably already know the 
circumstances that led to the nearly 

year-long hiatus, but I will recount the 
full story in this week’s blog. Read more 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build  
through Early November 

502 Jenkins Street 
vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

work ethic and a willingness to learn 
and practice ministry. We will miss 
Dylan, Hannah and Ida and will look 
forward to hearing good reports 
concerning his work on the west 
coast. Dylan will begin his work in 
San Francisco the first weekend of 
October. We have already begun 
the process of recruiting our next 
resident, and that person will 
hopefully begin their work in June 
2020.

I also recently received a letter 
of resignation from Bootie (Scott) 
Cothran. Bootie Cothran has served 
our church in the areas of tech and 
media for well over a decade. His 
letter stated, it is with ‘both sadness 
and excitement’ he is stepping 
away from his responsibilities at 
First Baptist to fully vest himself in 
a private business venture related 
to his association with American 
Ninja Warrior. His resignation is 
effective October 1. During these 
remaining days of September, Bootie 
will be helping us train an interim 
for his position and ensuring our 
media transition is as seamless as 
possible.

Change may well be the constant 
of the universe. God, however, 
is constantly with us through the 
changes. 

—Jim 
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I am thankful our congregation is supportive of 
United Ministries throughout the year, as individual 
volunteers as well as through collective efforts. 
Some of the ways we partner with United Ministries 
are through hosting homeless families in the IHN 
ministry; helping to sponsor the Uniting for Change 
luncheon and Transformation Walk; collecting canned 
fruit for the food pantry; providing Foundation grant 
money for GED exam fees, employment readiness, 

and interim housing; 
and sending funds 
toward the Emergency 
Assistance program 
to help Greenville 
residents with rent and 
utilities.  

This week you can do a little 
extra for United Ministries in 
two specific ways—register 
for our church’s team for the 
Transformation Walk and 5K Run 
and bring your canned fruit for our 
September fruit drive! The Walk 
is Sunday, October 6, and starts 

and ends right here on our campus—registration at 
1pm and race/walk at 2pm: https://p2p.onecause.
com/transformationwalk/team/first-baptist-greenville  

The fruit drive is a way to celebrate our year-round 
commitment to collecting fruit and a chance to stock 
the shelves for the fall. It’s the perfect way to honor 
Jim’s birthday by bringing 10 or more cans! As a 
reminder, here is more information on the fruit drive 
and why we do it: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
focus-on-missions-united-ministries/

—Laura

Change a Life with United 
Ministries

Rockmont is a fixture in FBG’s Youth Ministry. 
Youth have been sojourning to and from this 
mountain paradise for decades, each individual no 

doubt coming back with wonderful memories to treasure and hilarious stories to share. 
Rockmont 2019 was no different. We spent a weekend surrounded by the noble peaks 
of Western North Carolina and by many of the beautiful people that make up this Youth 
Family. We were joined by Jaime Fitzgerald, CBF North Carolina’s campus minister 
to Appalachian State University and our proclaimer. Alongside the youth staff, Jaime 
conveyed this year’s theme to the 99 youth gathered at Rockmont, Here We Are: A Beautiful Mess. We all 
come to the table with unique messes. Both good and bad, these messes are a part of who we are and what 
we bring to the table. It is when all our messes come together and are accepted and valued for the beauty 
that they are that Church happens. We learn to see the beauty in our messes when we come to understand 
our sense of self, that we are all in process together, and that we are all made in the image of God. The Youth 
Family left Rockmont with a renewed sense of what it means to be in community together and with a brand 
new art piece demonstrating both the Youth Family’s messiness and beauty. If you stop by the Terrace Level 
of the AYMC this year, you will get a chance to experience our beautiful mess for yourselves.                   —Will 

Rockmont Recap
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Save the date! Lifetouch will be on 
campus October 7-9 to update our 
picture directory. Photographers 
will be available 1:00-8:00pm each 
day in the Fellowship Hall. There is 
no cost to be photographed, but 
you will have the opportunity to 
purchase prints from your session.

If you were photographed in our 
2016 update, then that picture 
will be used for the new directory 

if you do not have a new photo 
taken. You will receive an updated 
directory at no charge, too! No 
action is required for this to occur.

Maybe your family has changed 
in size... maybe you’ve gotten 
married... or maybe you just don’t 
like that picture from 2016! This 
is the perfect time to update your 
photo. Have you joined the church 
in the last few years? Were you 
not able to be photographed when 
Lifetouch was here in 2016? This 
is the perfect time to be included 
in our printed directory!

Please use the online link https://
booknow-lifetouch.appointment-
plus.com/b0mbned8/ to reserve, 
change or cancel your session 
time. This link is on our church 
website, as well. You will receive 
a reminder email prior to your 
session.

Each family unit pictured in the 
directory will receive a directory at 
no charge—it is up to you if you 
will be included and what picture 
will be used!

—Jenna

If you had wandered onto the Terrace Level 
of the AYMC on a recent Friday night and 
heard the laughter and the chatter in the air, 
you might have assumed a party was going 
on. Around fifty elementary-aged children 
were playing pool and ping pong, turning 
cartwheels, doing art, and eating pizza. Oh, 
and there was a movie going! It may have 
looked like a party, felt like a party, and even 
tasted like a party, but there was something 
else going on, too—something very important! 
Our children were busy building relationships 
with their church friends; friendships we hope 
will grow and deepen through the years along 
with their faith. In the Children’s Ministry, we 
want to nurture those relationships, so we 
provide monthly opportunities for kids to enjoy 
each other’s company and get to know each 
other better. Most fellowship activities include 
a missions component, too. This time we 
collected over eighty cans of fruit for United 
Ministries!
Our next event will be our October 13 outing 
to Denver Downs, when we’ll jump on hay 
bales and pet goats, shoot corn cannons 
and navigate a corn maze. We’ll even enjoy a 
hayride together. All children grades 1-5 are 
welcome to join in the fun!

—Becky

So Much More Than  
a Party

Picture Directory 
Update

C
H

ILDREN
C

H
U

RC
H

 LIFE



847 C
leveland Street,  

G
reenville, South C

arolina 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 9/16/2019

Hospitals
Prisma Health Greenville Memorial:  
Pat Stephens
Prisma Health Patewood: Jenny Hewitt 
and newborn

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Henry Barton,  
Nina Martin

Returned Home
Louise Stanford, Kevin Treu, Colin King, 
Terry Rhinebold, Beth Crigler 

Sympathy to...
Nancy Gaines and family in the death of 
her cousin.
Annie Mae Clark in the death of her 
brother.

Introducing...
Dana Moore, 21 Fieldston 
Place, Greenville, 29615, joined 
FBG privately by profession of 
faith, requesting baptism. Dana 
is employed with DHS-SEVP. 
She is attending the Koinonia 
Class and has two children 

(pictured with her): Clara and Avery.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 16-22
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
September 23-29

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
9/18 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/22 9:30am  Protecting Our Children  
  (A302)
 10:30am  1st Grade Recognition
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  State of the Church          
  Lunch by Reservation          
  (Fellowship Hall)
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
9/22 5:00pm  LGBTQ Support Group  
  (Parlor)
9/23-28 Roadrunners to New Orleans
9/25 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/26 7:00pm  Foster Care/Guardian ad  
  Litem Informational Meeting  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/29 9:30am  Breakfast for Parents of  
  New Babies (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Acolyte Dedication
  Bible Presentation to 3rd Grade  
    Children
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 4:00pm  Vocare (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)

Financial Needs as of 9/14
$ 1,921,151

Receipts as of 9/12
$ 1,698,460

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Need a Ride
to a Medical Appointment?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee offers rides for members to 
and from medical appointments. Requests 
made a week in advance will be 
appreciated. Those in need of this service 
may contact Committee Chair  
Mary Rankin rankinma@yahoo.com or 
630-2894.

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

September 18
Adult: Beef Tips and Rice, Steamed 
Vegetable Medley, Pineapple Casserole, 
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert
Child: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots, Fruit, 
Cookies

September 25
Adult: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad, 
Butter Biscuits, Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Veggies 
and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. On 
HD radio, you may tune in to 89.3-HD4. 
We are no longer broadcasting on AM660. 
Visit our website (firstbaptistgreenville.
com/worship/) for links to listen to as well 
as watch our worship services.

Alex Young, 104 Grande Oaks 
Ct., Simpsonville, 29681, 
also joined FBG privately by 
profession of faith, requesting 
baptism. Alex is a student at 

Greenville Tech and a member of the FBG 
College Ministry.

Margaret Allen, 308 Windsong 
Dr., Greenville, 29615, joined 
FBG privately by statement 
of previous profession of faith 
and baptism from another 
denomination.
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