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The Greenville Jewish Film Festival 
Summerfest was sold out last weekend. 
I was humbled and honored to be 
the featured speaker at this event 
introducing the documentary Fiddler: A 
Miracle of Miracles. As a Jewish Baptist 
minister, I was warmly welcomed by 
all who attended—particularly those 
from our local Jewish community. In 
more than one conversation during the 
reception, I was asked what I thought 
about the divergent opinions regarding 
antisemitism and Israeli politics. (I just 
wanted a glass of wine, a little food and 
good film! But alas...)

I like to keep things simple...even when 
they are as complex as Middle East 
politics, so here goes. Being supportive 
of Palestinian rights is not anti-Semitic. 
As a Christian, I am well aware of the 
limited number of Christians in Israel. 
Almost all Christians in Israel are 
Palestinian. A sweeping anti-Palestinian 
position puts me at odds with my 
Christian brothers and sisters. Caring for 
Palestinians does not demand dismissal 
of Israelis. Acknowledging unjust 
behavior and calling for change in Israeli 
policy is not antisemitism. Every prophet 
of the Old Testament (except maybe 
Nahum) spoke against the injustices 
of Israel. Other nations—according to 
the sacred biblical text—were used by 
God to correct Israel. Being the chosen 
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and blessed people in no way garners 
a pass on inappropriate behavior and 
policy. As people of faith and citizens 
of this country, we have the right—the 
responsibility—to support justice and 
call out injustice. The average Israeli and 
Palestinian citizen will tell you neither 
side is all right or all wrong. It’s messy. 
Licensing either side to do as they please 
is not a path to justice, righteousness 
or peace. Rejecting Zionist Christian 
theology is not anti-Semitic. In fact, the 
Zionist Christian’s pro-Israel rhetoric is 
actually extremely anti-Semitic. Their 
support of Israel is overwhelmingly 
based on their hope that the restoration 
of Israel will prompt the return of Jesus 
and the imminent damnation of the 
Jewish people. Military and monetary 
support is not motivated by care for the 
people, but rather, the advancement of a 
warped religious agenda.

Antisemitism is more basic. It is making 
a negative judgement about a person or 
group of people simply because they are 
Jewish. It is allowing ethnicity/religion 
to be the sole determination of how a 
person is viewed and treated. It has 
nothing to do with responsible thought, 
conversation and action involved in 
insuring the human rights of all people.

So...most of my conversations at the 
festival ended with a question. “Jim, 
does this mean you are pro-Palestinian 
or pro-Israel?” My answer? I’m pro-
humanity. I’m in favor of working toward 
a peaceful path and place for all of God’s 
children. Feel free to disagree or roll your 
eyes at my naïveté...but for this Jewish 
Baptist minister, this is truth.

—Jim

WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities Resume on September 4

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-

child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
September 8, 2019
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Luke 14:25-33

Sermon: Learning to Let Go
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus” – CALLAWAY 

Duet: Barbara and Gayle Gulley

Sanctuary Flowers 
No flowers are scheduled for this 

Sunday. If you would like to enhance 
our worship space by placing flowers 
for one of our services, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128.

The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
September 1 were given in honor 
of Newt Stall in celebration of his 

September 2nd birthday by his family. 

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. 

If you have an HD radio, you may 
tune in to 89.3-HD4. We are no 

longer broadcasting on AM660. You 
may still visit our website (https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship/) 
for links to listen as well as watch our 

worship services.

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build 
through Early November 

502 Jenkins Street 
vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

Picture Directory Update
October 7-9, 1:00-8:00pm
https://booknow-lifetouch.

appointment-plus.com/b0mbned8/

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship
http://vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0mbned8/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0mbned8/


The United Ministries mission 
is to serve and empower those 
on the transformative journey to 
self-sufficiency. United Ministries 
offers help with education and 
employment, crisis assistance, 
and homeless services. Its food 
pantry offers help with one of the 
immediate needs of those in crisis.

According to Johanne Puckett, the 
United Ministries Volunteer Food 
Coordinator, September through 
December is the time at which the 
demand for food is at its highest. 
As of August 20, 2019, the pantry 
was already low on food. 

Most of us reading this live at least 
somewhat comfortably and do not 
worry about from where our next 

meal is coming, but many others 
in Greenville do. Can you imagine 
after losing a job or worse, maybe 
losing a spouse, not knowing if 
you would have enough money 
to put food on the table or in the 
mouths of your children? Have 
you ever been in a financial crisis? 
Have you ever been physically 
hungry? We have an opportunity 
to make a difference in the lives of 
those that are in such a quandary!

It’s that time of year again! It’s 
time for our September Fruit 
Can Collection Drive! Remember 
last year when Jim Dant asked 
us to each bring in 10 cans for 
his birthday. Well, as a reminder, 
his birthday is September 22, 
and I think we need to show him 

some love! We will be collecting, 
specifically, individual size or 
15 oz. size cans of fruit. You 
may drop off your gift at  the 
AYMC Reception Desk and the 
Fellowship Hall Lobby. Let’s show 
Jim Dant just how much we love 
and appreciate him by donating 
in his honor, while making a 
difference in other people’s lives 
here in our community.

Thank you, First Baptist 
Congregants, for all your past 
generosity and for your future 
generosity! Happy Birthday to Jim 
Dant and blessings to all those 
who will benefit from your gift of 
love.

—Emily Fayssoux,  
Missions Committee
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Focus on Missions: United Ministries

Are you experiencing the grief of living without a 
loved one? Are you interested in meeting with others 
from your church and community who have also 
experienced loss? Beginning Wednesday, October 9, 
and lasting through Wednesday, November 13, I 
will be leading a grief support group at our church. 
We will meet each Wednesday from 10:30-11:45am 
in the Prayer Room (A302) beside the Carpenter 
Chapel. By signing up to be a part of the group, 
you agree that you will come to all six meetings. 
There is limited space, and you must sign up to be 
a part of the group. Please email (kendra.plating@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) or call (233-2527 ext. 104) 

to sign up 
with me! This 
is both an 
educational 
and 
experiential 
grief support 

group, so all are invited to participate in discussions 
as much as they are able.

Every Fall I lead a grief support group at our church. 
I realize this time may not work for everyone who 
needs a grief support group, so please contact me if 
this meeting does not suit your schedule, and I can 
tell you about other grief support groups happening 
in the area throughout the year.

This will be the fourth grief support group that I have 
led at this church, and each group brings its own 
personality and depth. I look forward to sharing in the 
sacred grief journey with you and know your fellow 
grief mates will feel the same. Please let me know of 
any questions you might have.

— Kendra

Grief Support Group 2019
BEGINS OCTOBER 9
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I am excited to announce that First Baptist will host 
TWO JustFaith groups this fall, and I hope you will 
consider whether one or both of these 8-week studies 
is right for you. There are a limited number of spots 
available! 

“Exploring Migration: A Faith Journey”
Sundays, 3:00-5:30pm 
September 15 to October 3
Facilitated by John Braeunig and Dick Stelling

“Living Compassionately – Caring for the Poor”
Tuesdays, 6:30-9:00pm  
October 6 to December 1
Facilitated by Julianne Cruce, Jonathan Cruce,  

and Janna Pennington

“Exploring Migration: A Faith Journey” explores 
some of the central questions related to the reality 
of migration on a global level and in the U.S. 
context. The sessions provide historical, biblical, 
and theological perspectives and suggest ways 
participants can take action in their own context.

“Living Compassionately: Caring for the Poor” 
focuses on poverty, consumerism, and the Gospel 
call to care for the poor.

JustFaith Ministries was started to help us keep 
justice and mercy at the forefront of our faith. Through 
the course of eight sessions —one session per week 
of reading, conversations, spiritual practices, and 
serving our community—participants are encouraged 
and empowered to live a faith that stretches into the 
streets of our community. The JustFaith journey is 
both meaningful and moving. You will develop new 
relationships, encounter new perspectives, wade 
deeper into God’s love, and walk away with a glimpse 
of the Kingdom of God. 

If you are interested in joining or have any questions 
about either one of these JustFaith groups, please 
contact me (matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
370-2515 ext. 144). 

Peace and grace,
Matt
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A SAFE (Sexual Awareness and 
Family Empowerment) Seminar 
led by LeAnn Gardner, LISW-
CP Counseling and Training, will 
be held Friday, September 13, 
5:00-9:00pm and conclude on 
Saturday, September 14, 9:00am-
2:00pm. Dinner is included 
on Friday evening, and a light 
breakfast and lunch are included 
on Saturday. The cost per couple 
for the weekend event is $40; 
per individual, it is $25. Childcare 
for children who are preschool 

through 5th grade will be provided 
on Saturday.

This seminar is for parents, 
grandparents and childcare 
providers of children from birth to 
18 years of age. This seminar is 
broad in spectrum, including topics 
such as sexual development, how 
to open up discussion with your 
children about body safety and 
relationships at every stage of 
development, consent, puberty, 
explicit media exposure, and much 
more! Special attention will be 

placed on how to create a channel 
of communication with your 
children that is rooted in mutual 
respect, approachability and 
vulnerability.

Don’t miss out on this wonderful 
opportunity! Register today at 
http://www.firstbaptistgreenville.
com/safe-seminar/

—Becky, Juli and Mary Carol

SAFE: Sexual Awareness and Family Empowerment
SEPTEMBER 13-14
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

TH
E BRAN

C
H

 (U
SPS N

o. 597060) is published w
eekly January 

thru Decem
ber (except one w

eek in July and Decem
ber). 

Periodicals postage paid at G
reenville, SC

 29602. PO
STM

ASTER: 
Send address changes to TH

E BRAN
C

H
, 847 C

leveland Street 
G

reenville, SC
 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).  

Kim
berly C

oates, Editor.

Vol. LX   September 3, 2019   No. 34

Care List
as of 9/3/2019

Hospitals
As of 9/3/2019, there are no hospitalized 
members of whom we are aware.

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Henry Barton,  
Nina Martin
NH—Greenville: Cherry Marshall

Returned Home
Walter Coleman, Jim LaCoste, Edgar 
McKnight, Sula Hurley, Gwen Smith 

Sympathy to
…former Youth Minister Gina Brock and 
family in the death of her grandmother.

Introducing
…Amanda Paton and Mike Znak, 208 
Shallowford Road, Greenville, 29607, 
who joined FBG privately on August 
18, by previous profession of faith and 
baptism. They have two children, Lucas 
and Lucy Cate.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 2-8
Dylan Rigg

205-500-2370 (m)
September 9-15

Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
9/4 Wednesdays at First Activities  
  Resume
9/6 5:30-8:00pm  Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Pizza and a Movie (AYMC)
 6:00pm  Senior Adult Banquet  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/8 10:30am  Senior Adult Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Lunch for Visitors   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
9/11  Wednesdays at First Activities
9/13-14 SAFE Seminar (Sexual Awareness  
  and Family Empowerment) -  
  Parent Seminar for Birth to 18  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/14 4:00-7:00pm  Vocare Mini Retreat  
  (Choir Room, Big Air)
9/15 4:00pm   Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
9/18 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/15 10:30am  Communion
 Summer Missions Sunday
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 8/31
$ 1,817,305

Receipts as of 8/26
$ 1,612,920

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities resume on 
September 4. Required reservations for 
the meal must be made by noon on the 
Monday prior by visiting the church website 
or calling the church office. Permanent 
reservations for the 2019-2020 year are 
available. Serving lines open 4:45-6:00pm. 

September 4
Adults: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Zucchini Noodles with Marinara, Salad, 
Italian Green Beans, French Bread, Dessert
Kids: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 
Cookies

September 11
Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed 
Vegetables, Salad, Bread
Kids: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots, Fruit, 
Cookies

Listening with  
Open Ears

Diverse Voices in  
Biblical Interpretation

Friday Morning Bible Study 2019-2020
Michelle McClendon, Facilitator
 “Voices on the margins” add to the rich 
tones and nuances that creative thinkers 
and writers are bringing to the art and craft 
of biblical interpretation. We have much 
to learn from them. The class will begin 
by reading and discussing An Unsettling 
God by Walter Brueggemann available as 
ebook or paperback. Each participant is 
asked to purchase his or her own copy.
Join as we seek to listen with open ears, 
hearts and minds to the voices calling 
us to deeper understanding and greater 
courage on our journey of faith. This class 
begins Friday, September 13, and meets 
10:00-11:30am in the Cypress Room on 
the Terrace Level of the AYMC. The cost 
of the class is $50 per semester. Contact 
Becky Bouton at beckybouton@gmail.com 
to register or receive more information.


