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September has almost arrived. The 
month means many things to many 
people. This is the month of Labor 
Day. This national holiday affirms 
the contributions of our nation’s 
labor force in creating the society in 
which we live. We typically receive a 
‘day off’ to contemplate the benefits 
of our vocational choices…or…to 
just not labor for a day. For others, 
September signals the beginning of 
Autumn. In the United States, this 
season between Summer and Winter 
is more commonly referred to as Fall. 
This is because leaves fall from the 
trees during Autumn. Yep, it’s that 
simple.

For most of us, however, September 
is highlighted on our calendars 
because…it is the month that I was 
born! My birthday is September 22 
(I’m certain you already knew this), 
so, September is a very special 
month. Of course, the question that 
crosses your mind, keeps you awake 
at night, sits at the forefront of your 
cranium during these early days 
of the ninth month of the year is, 
“What do I get Jim for his birthday?” 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

I understand and appreciate the 
mental consternation this causes in 
your life. For this reason, I want to 
make it easy on you. I want canned 
fruit.

Yep, it’s the same gift I asked for 
last year, and I’m asking again this 
year. (When you know what you like, 
why change?) Our church supports 
the food pantry of United Ministries 
by providing canned fruit. I would 
like you to bring canned fruit to 
the church during the month of 
September as my birthday present. 
How many cans, you ask? Ten cans 
are the minimum. If you resent, hate, 
tolerate, are tired of or could care 
less about me, ten cans will do, but 
if there’s any sense of affection at 
all, bring more! I like me so much, 
I’m planning to bring at least twenty 
cans! 

In all seriousness, as we move 
toward the holiday season and winter 
months, the need for adequate 
stockpiles of food rises. Our assigned 
food is canned fruit. Let’s be faithful 
in loading up the food pantry at 
United Ministries this month... and I 
promise, those piles of fruit cans at 
the church will truly make it a happy 
birthday for me.

—Jim

WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Activities Resume on September 4

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/

Sunday,  
September 1, 2019
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
Sermon: “Saints in the Hands of an 

Angry God” 
Scripture: Amos 8:4-7

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthems: “Our Great and Glorious 

King” by Gregg Sewell

Sanctuary Flowers
 

No flowers are scheduled for the month 
of September. If you would like to 

enhance our worship space by placing 
flowers for one of our services, please 
contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or  

233-2527 ext. 128.

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. 

If you have an HD radio, you may 
tune in to 89.3-HD4. We are no 

longer broadcasting on AM660. You 
may still visit our website (https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship/) 
for links to listen as well as watch our 

worship services.

Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build Early August through Early November 
502 Jenkins Street 

vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2019-2020/
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship
http://vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist


Shelton Ridge Love will present 
the program, and Uptown 
Catering will provide a delicious 
meal for the Senior Adult 
Banquet this year. In addition, 

Roadrunners, Holy Rollers, and First Friday Lunch 
and More will reveal their plans for the 2019-2020 
year. Invite friends who would enjoy listening to 
Shelton while sharing a lovely meal—they may 
be enticed to participate in some of the other 
upcoming events!

The cost of $10 will cover the meal and the 
entertainment. What a bargain! Payment may be 
made at the door, but reservations for the evening 
are needed in advance. Please contact Shanda 
to make your reservation at shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext. 111. The 
deadline for reservations is Tuesday, September 3. 
Don’t miss out on the fun!
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Senior Adult Banquet
SEPTEMBER 6, 6:00 P.M., $10

The children of First Baptist are 
among our greatest treasures. 
From their dedication as babies, 
to their nurture in Preschool 
Ministries, to their education in 
Sunday School and Day School, 
to their baptism, to their service 
as acolytes and further leadership 
in worship, they are treasures. 
No greater indicator of life, 
vitality, hope, and future exists. 
We joyfully invest time, energy, 
and resources in nurturing them 
toward faith in God and healthy 
living in the world. The people who 
serve them—professionally and 
voluntarily—are among our most 
valued servants. In fact, there 
is always a need for additional 
Sunday School teachers, event 
chaperones, mission leaders, 

Children’s Choir leaders, and 
helpers. Feel free to contact Becky 
Ramsey, Juli Morrow, Priscilla 
Harris or Laura Stout if you feel 
called to serve.

Our care for children extends 
beyond the church campus, 
however. Many of our mission 
endeavors and mission dollars 
are oriented toward the needs of 
children in our community and 
world. We’ve provided Tutu Desks 
to children in Africa, dollars to 
children at the US southern border, 
and volunteer hours at many local 
child service agencies. This fall, 
we want to give you one more 
opportunity to serve children. 
Depending on the data source, 
there are almost a half-million 
children in foster care throughout 
the United States. Approximately 
four thousand of those children 
are in South Carolina, and more 
than one thousand of those need 

placement. FBG is partnering with 
South Carolina Youth Advocacy 
Program to help identity persons 
who might be interested in 
adoption, being a foster parent, 
being in a support network for 
foster parents, or working toward 
the ‘best interest of foster children’ 
as a guardian ad litem.

On Thursday, September 26, at 
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall, we 
will host an information meeting 
regarding foster care and the work 
of guardian ad litems in our state. 
If you have interest or already 
serve as a foster parent, please 
plan to attend. If you know of 
someone who might be interested, 
please pass the word.

The children outside these walls 
are no less treasures than those 
within...

—Jim

Children Beyond 
These Walls

Happy Birthday!
Please remember these members of our congregation 
celebrating birthdays in September who are not 
always able to be with us in worship:
September 2
Newt Stall
Rolling Green
3 Hoke Smith Blvd.
Apt. E306
Greenville, SC 29615

September 3
Lore Johnson (94)
7 Hathaway Circle
Greenville, SC 29617

September 11
Wayne Weaver
Woodlands
50 Arboretum Ln
Apt. 329
Greenville, SC 29617

September 23
Tommy Gallman
NHC—Laurens
379 Pinehaven St. Ext.
Laurens, SC 29360

September 24
Ray Ballew
Cascades
30 Springcrest Court
#215
Greenville, SC 29607

September 29
Wilma Frese
Spring Park Assisted Living
925 N. Main St.
Room 105
Travelers Rest, SC 29690
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What do you get when you take over 400 
youth from different backgrounds and 
churches across the southeast and place 
them all on a university’s campus for a 
week? You get an amazing camp full of 
fellowship and fun known as Unidiversity 
Youth Camp. First Baptist Greenville is 
no stranger to Unidiversity. In fact, Don 
Flowers, a former FBG Youth Minister, 
was one of its founders. This church has 
carried on the tradition of sending its 
youth to this extraordinary camp every 
summer for the past 26 years. Every year 
is better than the last, and this year was 
no exception. This year’s theme was 
“Fathoms,” and our youth learned just 
how deep God’s love goes. We spent 
four days going to Bible study, seminars, 
fun and games, and worship. We capped 
off the week by sending forth our seniors 
onto their next adventure. I hope you will 
take the time to ask the youth about their 
experience at camp this year. I imagine 
you will hardly be able to fathom the 
responses you get! 

—Will 

Unidiversity
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We said “See ya later!” to our 
seniors at Unidiversity. Then 
we turned around and said 

“Welcome!” to our new class of sixth graders 
at our Merge Retreat. Merge is a 24-hour 
retreat designed to introduce the rising sixth 
graders to the Youth Family. It gives them an 
opportunity to find their feet before the school 
year begins, and it gives our rising seniors an 
opportunity to try on their new roles as leaders 
of the group. We spent time discussing what 
the Youth Family looks like, the important role 
our sixth graders play in the Youth Family, 
and working together as a team to overcome 
obstacles on a low-ropes course. It was a 
great retreat, and Mary Carol and I are very 
excited about everything these sixth graders 
are bringing to this family.

—Will 

Merge
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and 
   Supper
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open
 5:30-6:15pm Children’s Missions 
 6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study 
 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choirs
  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir   
   Rehearsal
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Care List
as of 8/26/2019

Hospitals
Prisma Health/North Greenville: Jim 
LaCoste
St. Francis—Downtown: Edgar 
McKnight 
Roger C. Peace: Sula Hurley 

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Henry Barton, 
Nina Martin
NHC—Greenville: Cherry Marshall

Returned Home
Joe Greer, Wilder Plating

Sympathy to
…Gerri Batson and family in the death of 
her sister.

Introducing…
…Frank and Jeanie 
Bryan, 102 Loblolly 
Lane, Greenville 
29607, who joined 
FBG during worship 
on Sunday,  

August 18, by statement of previous 
profession of faith and baptism from 
another denomination. 

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 26-September 1
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

September 2-8
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/29-9/2   AYMC Closed for Floor   
 Refinishing
8/31-9/2   Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/1 10:30am   Matt Rollins, Proclaimer
9/2 Church Offices Closed in   
  Observance of Labor Day
9/4 Wednesdays at First Activities  
  Resume
9/6 5:30-8:00pm  Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Pizza and a Movie (AYMC)
 6:00pm  Senior Adult Banquet  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/8 10:30am  Senior Adult Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am  Lunch for Visitors   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for Youth  
  (AYMC)
9/11  Wednesdays at First Activities
9/13-14 SAFE Seminar (Sexual Awareness  
  and Family Empowerment) -  
  Parent Seminar for Birth to 18  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/15 10:30am  Communion
 Summer Missions Sunday
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 8/24
$ 1,765,382

Receipts as of 8/23
$ 1,595,991

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Need a Ride
to a Medical Appointment?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee offers rides for members to 
and from medical appointments. Requests 
made a week in advance will be 
appreciated. Those in need of this service 
may contact Committee Chair  
Mary Rankin rankinma@yahoo.com or 
630-2894.

Follow us on Livestream!
All of our worship services are broadcast 
live online and may be viewed from 
anywhere on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
While there, click the “follow” button to 
receive notifications for new events. 

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 
supper, will resume on September 4. 
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on the Monday prior by 
visiting the church website or calling the 
church office. Permanent reservations for 
the 2019-2020 year are available. Serving 
lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu
September 4

Adults: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Zucchini Noodles with Marinara, Salad, 
Italian Green Beans, French Bread, 
Dessert
Kids: Mini Pizza, Buttered Noodles, Fruit, 
Cookies

Deliverers Needed
Each week, volunteers deliver meals 
from the church on Wednesday evening 
to those who are ill or not able to attend 
services or in a crisis. Each volunteer 
delivers once a month. We have added 
several people to our delivery list for the 
fall and we could use you. To join this 
ministry, please email Susan K Shelley at 
skshelley@aol.com or call at 346-8684.
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