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Minsters have a variety of 
responsibilities. Within the church, we 
are preachers, priests, administrators, 
counselors, teachers and more. We 
also have a role in the community 
and world. A part of my work in the 
world is the time I commit to serving 
on non-profit boards. Of course, 
we’re often asked to serve on far 
more boards than we have time to 
spare, so I—like most people—am 
very selective regarding where I 
choose to serve.
In my early years, I served on the 
boards of social service agencies, 
children and family ministry 
organizations and hospitals. These 
boards were often stacked with 
ministers; I was one among many. 
In recent years, I’ve acknowledged 
the fact that art and music have the 
capacity to speak, build bridges, 
change perspectives and challenge 
our culture as capably as any other 
entity. I’ve chosen to serve on several 
boards of this nature…and the 
ministers are fewer—not absent, but 
fewer.
I serve on the board of the Greenville 
Jewish Film Festival. It fulfills a need 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

for interfaith dialogue and service in 
a world rife with division and discord. 
On Sunday afternoon, August 25,  
at 5:00pm, the film Fiddler: A 
Miracle of Miracles will be shown at 
the Greenville One Center, 2 West 
Washington Street, downtown. I have 
been asked to introduce and speak 
to the significance of this film—an 
incredibly moving documentary 
about the writing and release of the 
Broadway musical Fiddler on the 
Roof. I hope you’ll purchase tickets 
at www.greenvillejewishfilmfestival.
com and join me for a great evening 
of food and film. 
I also chair the board of the 
Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus. The 
chorus will launch with a reception 
and first sing-a-long on Thursday 
evening, September 12, at 7:00pm in 
our Fellowship Hall. Our own Shelton 
Ridge Love has been selected as 
Artistic Director! We are hoping this 
chorus will become ambassadors 
of hope and understanding in the 
upstate area and beyond. If you 
know of anyone who would love to 
sing in the chorus—straight or gay—
please invite them to attend this 
gathering.
Thank you—the many of you—who 
serve on boards throughout our 
community. Let’s keep making the 
world a better place…one board 
meeting at a time…

—Jim

WORSHIP

Reminders
C. Dan Joyner 5K Run and Walk

August 24, 8:00am
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 

mission-backpack-5k/

Sunday,  
August 18, 2019

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Communion

Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
Scripture: Psalm 30:2, 8-12;  

John 5:1-18
Sermon: My Practice

Soloists: Kyle and Susan Matthews
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “O Living Bread from 

Heaven” - MATHENY

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary this 

Sunday are given by Linda and Eldon 
Russ in gratitude for and to honor the 
memories of their parents: M.O. and 
Ruby Bridges Owens and Jesse and 

Mildred Watts Russ. 
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  

233-2527 ext. 128.

Radio Broadcast Update
Please tune in to 91.9FM or 92.9FM. 

If you have an HD radio, you may 
tune in to 89.3-HD4. We are no 

longer broadcasting on AM660. You 
may still visit our website (https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/worship/) 
for links to listen as well as watch our 

worship services.
Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build 

Early August through Early November 
502 Jenkins Street 

vhub.at/abrahambuildfirstbaptist
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Dear New Members and 
Newcomers, Visitors and Guests, 
Long Time Members and Loyal 
Pew Hoppers (and anyone who 
is looking for a smaller, more 
intimate community within the 
larger church),

You are invited to attend a Sunday 
School Open House in our 
Fellowship Hall 9:15-10:15am on 
Sunday, August 18. Teachers and 
leaders from each of our twelve 

adult classes will be on hand 
to greet you in a comfortable, 
informal setting, where you can 
walk from “booth to booth,” asking 
questions about class sizes, 
lesson styles and social activities. 
I hope you will take advantage of 
this excellent opportunity to find 
out more about our wonderful 
adult Sunday School ministry.

The classes are diverse in their 
approach to teaching and in 
the curricula they choose. Each 
class attempts to meet the 
individual and corporate needs of 
its members through study and 
fellowship. Many classes engage 
in mission projects and are active 
in ministry outside the class time. 
In addition, there are joint adult 
class options in the Fellowship Hall 

during the summer and Advent. 
Our overall goal is to provide an 
environment of lifelong learning 
that enables adults to mature in 
faith, deepen relationships, and 
learn to invest their God-given 
gifts in ministry. We want to assist 
you in finding a class which meets 
your needs and in which you can 
grow and serve.

Adult Sunday School classes 
gather at 9:15am on Sunday 
mornings, and you can check 
out a list of our adult classes by 
visiting www.firstbaptistgreenville.
com/adults/

If you have questions, 
contact me at matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

—Matt

In less than two weeks, we will be celebrating the 
AYMC’s tenth birthday. It’s going to be an incredible 
weekend of celebrating in which I hope you will be a 
part.

First, on Saturday, August 24, we will have the 8th 
annual C. Dan Joyner Mission Backpack 5K, 1 mile 
walk and children’s fun run. There will be runners, 
walkers and a host of children running around, 
playing in the bounce houses, slides and sprinklers. 
Some will bring their strollers and leashed pets. It’s a 
real family affair in which everyone is welcome. Take 
a minute and go to the church’s website to register 
(https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/mission-backpack-
5k/). There’s a price increase on August 19, so you’ll 
definitely want to register before then.

Second, on Sunday, August 25, we will gather for 
worship in the AYMC gym. I know that may seem 
a long way away from your Sunday School class, 
but we will have the minibus available to pick you 
up in the breezeway between the Rotunda and the 
Fellowship Hall and drop you off at the AYMC. We 
can also take you back after the service. Since the 
service is in the gym, feel free to wear casual, gym 

appropriate clothes, even your favorite school colors, 
and don’t worry, there will be chairs to sit in. (If that 
doesn’t feel comfortable to you, you are still welcome 
to come in your Sunday best.) 

Following worship, there will be an open house and 
a reception to give you time to look around, ask 
questions and see what we’re all about. You will also 
have an opportunity to fill out an enrollment form to 
join and be part of our ministry if you’d like.

See you on the 24th—and the 25th! 

—Mittie

AYMC PULSE

Sunday School 
Open House
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On your marks, Get set
We are children of Ramalema
We are hungry, We are hungry for education

On our visit to South Africa in July, we were warmly 
greeted by hundreds of children singing this song, 
clapping, stomping and welcoming us to their school! 
On behalf of you, our First Baptist family, we had the 
privilege of delivering 1000 Tutudesks to learners 
(primary students) at the Ramalema and Bombelini 
schools in the Limpopo region of South Africa. These 
lap desks were provided by you with $20,000 you 
gave in the summer of 2018. To read more about the 
Tutudesk campaign and its impact on education, visit 
https://tutudesk.org. 

The words from the children’s song stuck with our 
team. Their sincere desire to pursue education and 
strive for a positive future gives us hope! Other 
memorable words of hope are from Jamila, a 7th 

grader at Bombeleni Primary School: “When I grow 
up, I want to be the first black woman president of 
South Africa. I want to be president because… I see 
my country suffering… so I want to make sure my 
country is safe. I want to study hard so that I can 
succeed in my dream…” The commitment of the 
Tutudesk staff and team also gives us hope, and we 
were honored to come alongside Tutudesk and do 
our part to help Jamila and her classmates succeed!

Like the learners, we were also hungry for education. 
We don’t claim to be experts on South Africa after 
spending a week there, but we appreciate the 
opportunity to see and experience a new place and 
new people. Aside from the desk deliveries, we 
experienced worship at The Cathedral of St. Mary the 
Virgin Anglican Church and visited Kruger National 
Park, Mandela House, Lesedi Cultural Village and 
the Cradle of Humankind. A frequent quote in our 
group devotions was from Mark Twain, “travel is fatal 
to prejudice.” We acknowledged that each time we 
travel out of our comfort zone (whether in Greenville 
or in a new country), we grow in our faith and as a 
group. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
represent you and accept words of thanks, hugs, 
high fives and cheers on your behalf!

—Tutudesk Team: Pat Booker-Christy,  
Harriet Major, Jenna Manning, Jordan Manning,  

Mary Rankin, Laura Stout, Julie Treu

Every August, the Youth Ministry 
prepares to welcome a new class 
of 6th graders to the Youth Family. 
Excitement radiates throughout the 
terrace level of the AYMC as they 
descend the steps as youth for 
the first time. The journey through 
middle school can be tough; in 
fact, it seems most people prefer 
not to think back on their middle 
school experience. Mary Carol 
and I want to ensure that these 
new 6th graders do not embark on 
this journey without the support 
of their Youth Family behind 
them. On Sunday, August 18, the 

Youth Ministry will greet them 
with breakfast and a morning of 
fellowship in their new home within 
the church. As they join us at the 
table, they become one of the 
Youth Family. 

On Sunday, August 25, from 
5:00-7:00pm, all youth parents 
are invited to join the youth staff 
in the Fellowship Hall for our 
Parent Youth Night. Following 
dinner, youth will go downstairs 
for games and fellowship. This is 
an important event within the life 
of the Youth Ministry because this 

is when you as a parent discover 
every opportunity for growth your 
youth has over the next several 
years. Important dates are laid 
out, Bible study curriculum is 
discussed, special guests present, 
and parents can ask any and all 
questions they may have. It is an 
invaluable evening that will make 
your life as a youth parent many 
times easier as the new academic 
year begins. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

—Will 

Promotion Sunday and Parent Youth Night
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Care List
as of 8/12/2019

Hospitals
Prisma Health/Greenville Memorial: 
Dan Batson
Prisma Health/North Greenville: Jim 
LaCoste
Roger C. Peace: Sula Hurley 

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Henry Barton, 
Nina Martin

Returned Home
Howard Wimmer  

Sympathy to
…Shannon Dobson and family in the 
death of her father-in-law.
…the family of Delores Bingham.
…Nancy Brown and family in the death of 
her brother-in-law.
…Sarah Farrar and family in the death of 
her father.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 12-18
Dylan Rigg

205-500-2370 (m)
August 19-25
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/12-13	 Youth Merge Retreat (Asbury 	
		    Hills)
8/18	 9:00am  Youth Promotion 		
		  Breakfast (AYMC)
	 9:15am  Promotion Sunday
		  Sunday School Open House
	 9:30-10:15am  Orientation to 	
		  Children’s Ministry for Parents of  
		  New First Graders (B420 		
		  Gathering Room on Children’s 	
		  Hall)
	 10:30am  Communion
		  Kyle Matthews, Proclaimer
8/23	 AYMC 10th Anniversary
8/24	 8:00am  Mission Backpack 5K Walk 	
		  and Run
8/25	 9:30am  Protecting Our Children 	
		  (A302)
	 10:30am  Jim Dant, Proclaimer 	
		  (AYMC)
	 11:30am  AYMC Open House
	 5:00pm  LGBTQ and Friends 	
		  Support Group (Parlor)
	 5:00-7:00pm  Parent Youth Night 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
8/29-9/2   AYMC Closed for Floor 		
	 Refinishing
8/31-9/2   Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/1	 10:30am  Matt Rollins, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 8/10
$ 1,609,613

Receipts as of 8/7
$ 1,532,980

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Need a Ride to the  
Doctor’s Office?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from 
medical appointments. Requests 
made a week in advance will be 
appreciated. Those in need of this service 
may contact Committee Chair  
Mary Rankin rankinma@yahoo.com or 
630-2894.

Introducing
...Chase Beeby, 14 Chanticleer 
Drive, Greenville, 29605, joined 
FBG during worship on Sunday, 
July 28, by profession of faith 
and requesting baptism. Chase 

is a senior in high school, and her parents 
are Josh and Rebecca, and her sister is 
Reese.

...Janie McDonald, 72 Woodvale 
Avenue, Greenville, 29605, 
joined FBG during worship on 
Sunday, August 4, by profession 
of faith and requesting baptism. 

Janie is a tenth grade student. Her parents 
are Charles and Laurin, and her brothers 
are Charlie and Ford.

...Pam and Robin 
Davis, as well as their 
son, Zac, 251 Half 
Mile Way, Greenville, 
29609, joined FBG 
during worship on 
Sunday, August 4, by 

statement of previous profession of faith 
and baptism from another denomination. 
Pam works at Clemson University, Robin 
works at Gift Counseling Center, and Zac is 
a sixth grade student.
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