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The Library of Alexandria, Egypt, was 
reputably one of the largest and most 
significant libraries of the ancient world. It 
was a symbol of the Greek commitment 
to intellectual pursuit and at its height 
contained an estimated 400,000 papyrus 
scrolls. Its demise is often attributed to 
a massive fire, but this probably was not 
the case. While a portion of the library 
was destroyed by war-caused fire under 
the reign of Caesar Augustus, the library 
had already begun to dwindle and fall 
into disrepair due to Rome’s purging of 
intellectuals throughout the empire. 

Almost two years ago, an assessment 
was made of our church Media Center’s 
usage. At one time, it was operated as a full 
functioning library with various collections 
of media including: books (obviously), 
periodicals, audio-visual collections, and 
technological equipment. In our assessment, 
we learned the following: Other than our 
theological/spiritual books, the vast majority 
of our ‘collections’ are readily available 
at any public library. Second, our church 
members were using the Media Center 
for four primary reasons: 1) children’s 
books, 2) theological study (Sunday School 
preparation, sermon preparation, devotional 
reading, academic research, etc.),  
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3) computer use, and 4) a gathering area for 
meetings. With this in mind, our Diaconate 
approved a renovation of the Media Center 
to better provide for these four functions. 
In recent days, a gift has been given to 
the church to fund this renovation and 
repurposing. The work has begun!

The church Media Center will be closed for 
the summer. We plan to reopen this area 
in early September. It will be completely 
refurbished with a beautiful children’s 
reading area, an enhanced theological study 
area that will rival any theological library 
outside a seminary, new computer stations, 
and flexible meeting spaces. All media 
and furnishings that do not nurture these 
purposes will be donated to an appropriate 
organization or to the annual First Baptist 
yard sale. We cannot and need not try to 
duplicate the expansive work of our public 
libraries in archiving multiple media. We 
can, however, provide the very best of 
theological, technological and children’s 
media for our church members and 
community. 

My personal gratitude goes to those who 
have committed portions of their time and 
life to this area of ministry in the past. I’m 
grateful to those who continue to give of 
themselves weekly to serve our members 
in this space. I’m grateful to the donor who 
has made this renovation possible. I’m 
thankful for those who are volunteering time 
and energy toward this summer project. I’m 
looking forward to the ‘grand re-opening’ in 
September!

— Jim

WORSHIP

Reminders
Branch Vacation 

There will not be an 
issue of The Branch 
next week. The next 
issue will be July 8.

C. Dan Joyner 5K Run and 
Walk 

August 24, 8:00am 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/mission-backpack-5k/

Stated Church Conference 
June 30, Following Worship 

Fellowship Hall | Lunch by Reservation Only 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-

conference-lunch/

Sunday,  
June 30, 2019

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Family Dedication
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: John 11, selected
Sermon: Permission to Be Me
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “I Know that My Redeemer 
Lives” – COX

Sunday,  
July 7, 2019

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Proclaimer: Dylan Rigg
Scripture: Luke 16:19-31

Sermon: The Ghost of Lazarus
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Bright Canaan” – SHAW/
PARKER

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary on June 30 
are given in loving memory of Tom and 

Edna Hartness by their children.
The flowers in the Sanctuary on  

July 7 are given in loving memory of 
Gloria Campbell Harrelson and Gary 

Mark Harrelson, Caryn Harrelson 
Diseker and Walter Glenn Brackin Jr. on 
their birthdays by their family. Chosen 

by God and precious. (1 Peter 2:4)
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128.
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It’s time for our 8th annual C. Dan Joyner Mission Backpack 5K run 
and 1 mile walk. We’ve had tons of fun in the past with it being cold 
outside and eating waffles inside afterwards. This year it’s going to 
be on August 24, so the extra activities are geared toward keeping 
you cool. We’re going to have bounce houses, a slide, sprinklers 
and bubbles. The kids, young and old, are going to love it! Be 
sure to sign up through the link on the church website – https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/mission-backpack-5k/ – or https://www.
raceentry.com/. Rumor has it that Peanut Butter and Jelly Man is 
going to make a special appearance…

— Mittie
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ROADRUNNERS TAKE ON BASEBALL

Wednesday, July 17 | Greenville Drive Baseball Game

Depart Church: 10:30am | Cost for Bus and Game: $10

Contact Shanda at 233-2527 ext. 111 or shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for more information or to make reservations.

July 17 
Mabel Bunting 

Arbor Terrace of Athens 
170 Marilyn Farmer Way 

Athens, GA 30606

Happy Birthday!
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE FBG MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS IN JULY WHO 
ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO BE WITH US IN WORSHIP:

July 22 
Earle Furman (97) 

Cascades – Memory Care 
30 Springcrest Court, #319 

Greenville, SC 29607

Jo Ann Leaphart 
Woodlands at Furman 

50 Arboretum Way 
Apartment 114 

Greenville, SC 29617

Nina Martin (98) 
Rolling Green Rehab 

417 Milstead Way 
Greenville, SC 29615

Ann Stephens 
Waterstone on Augusta 

1004 Augusta Street 
Room #1211 

Greenville, SC 29605

Suzanne Edwards 
106 Ridgeland Drive 
Greenville, SC 29601

Anne Weaver 
Woodlands at Furman 

50 Arboretum Lane 
Apartment #411 

Greenville, SC 29617

July 26 July 30July 14 
Laville Buff 

Thrive Assisted Living 
715 S. Buncombe Road, #19 

Greer, SC 29650
July 18 

Tony Arrington 
Woodlands at Furman 
1342 Trailhead Court 
Greenville, SC 29617
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Although we are still enjoying the lazy days of summer, it is time to start 
thinking about our annual “School Tools” drive sponsored by the United Way 
of Greenville. “School Tools” is designed to provide underprivileged students 
in the Greenville area with school supplies to start the school year. Last year, 
due to the generosity of our community, backpacks and school supplies were 
given to over 3,000 students at the United Way’s “School Tools” distribution 
day.

First Baptist will be filling 150 bags. The bags will have a 
list of school supplies that go in the paper bag and can be 
picked up on a table near the reception desk beginning 
July 7. The date to return the bags will be on the bag, that 
you take. Backpacks are not required to be in your bag but 
all donated backpacks are greatly appreciated.

Thanks in advance for your generosity in helping the 
underprivileged children in our community start their 
school year with the supplies they need.

— Becky Bouton, Mission Committee

Focus on Missions
SCHOOL TOOLS

A Meaningful Ministry
FEEL THE WARMTH
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Sometimes it takes more than a parka or a blanket to keep another person warm. 
Sometimes it takes the presence of a caring Christian friend who knows how to 
keep a confidence. Stephen Ministers share the warmth of God’s love with those 
who need it most: the lonely, the depressed, the grieving. Is God calling you to 
reach out to those who are hurting? Consider serving as a Stephen Minister. For 
more information, contact one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Robin Barton, 
Wofford Green, Hazel Harris, Duke McCall or Ann Quattlebaum.

HOW TO REQUEST A STEPHEN MINISTER

If either you or someone you know is having a difficult time dealing with a life crisis and needs 
the caring friendship and support of a Stephen Minister, please contact one of FBG’s Stephen 
Leaders/Ministers to ask for a referral card or get one at the church Reception Desk.
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Care List 
as of 6/24/19

Hospitals
Prisma Health/Greenville Memorial: 
Jim LaCoste Dan Batson
Prisma Health/Patewood: Dana Moore 
and newborn
St. Francis Downtown: Boyd Gaskin

Rehab
Woodlands Rehab: John Crabtree
Rolling Green Rehab: Nina Martin
Brushy Creek Health & Rehab: Nancy 
Sanders
Brookdale Nursing: Louise Pfrangle

Returned Home
Bill and Judy Jett, Kurt Restine,  
Tom Tuten

Sympathy to...
…the family of Kay DeVenny.
…Brenda League and family in the death 
of her cousin. 

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

June 24-30 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

July 1-7 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

July 8-14 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 
Church Office, 864-233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 
number “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
6/21-28 Puerto Rico Mission Trip for  
  Youth
6/23-26 Missions Blast for First and  
  Second Graders
6/30 9:15am Heroes of the Faith Joint  
  Sunday School: The Wesley  
  Brothers presented by John  
  Burwell (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Church Conference  
  (Fellowship Hall)
7/2 Youth to Dollywood
7/4-7 Church Offices and AYMC Closed  
 in Observance of Independence  
 Day
7/7 9:15am Heroes of the Faith Joint  
  Sunday School: Fr. Camilo Torres  
  Testrepo presented by Manuel  
  Rueda Torres (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Fourth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Dylan Rigg, Proclaimer
7/9 College Night
7/10 9:00am-2:00pm Youth Mission  
  Possible, Lunch Club and Bible  
  Study
7/12-20 Tutudesk Delivery

Financial Needs as of 6/22
$1,298,075

Receipts of 6/21
$1,203,507

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live online 
and may be viewed from anywhere on the 
planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and you will be notified when 
that event goes live. It’s an easy way to 
participate in worship if you cannot be 
here in person and to share our services 
with others. The links to services are easily 
copied and shared with friends via email, 
text or social media. The video remains 
available online up to 90 days after the 
service.

— Bootie

Need a Ride to the 
Doctor’s Office?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from 
medical appointments. Requests 
made a week in advance will be 
appreciated. Those in need of this service 
may contact Committee Chair  
Mary Rankin rankinma@yahoo.com or 
630-2894.

Stephen Ministry 
Awareness Day

This Sunday is a fifth 
Sunday, a Stephen Ministry 
awareness day. Our 
Stephen Ministry consists 
of trained lay people 
who provide one-to-one 

confidential Christian care to people in 
our congregation and community who are 
struggling with difficult circumstances. 
Stephen Ministers are wearing name 
tags this morning and invite any question 
you might have about their ministry. 
Information can also be obtained on our 
church’s website.
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