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I spent this past weekend in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Like 
most cities, this ‘city of brotherly 
love’ cannot be boiled down 
to any one particular identity. 
She holds national treasures 
like Independence Hall (site of 
the 2nd Continental Congress 
and signing of the Declaration 
of Independence). She holds 
The Liberty Bell...beautiful and 
marred. She is the home of the 
Philly cheesesteak...and a few of 
us stood in line for over an hour 
to devour the reputable best at 
Dalessandro’s. I was there for 
the music. Philadelphia has been 
the birthplace of a multitude of 
incredible artists through the years, 
and of course, it was the host 
city for American Bandstand! It 
produced jazz great Stanley Clark, 
country star Marty Stuart, soul and 
hip hop greats like Boyz II Men 
and Erykah Badu, as well as, pop 
legends Chubby Checker and Hall 
& Oates. The list goes on and on, 
but you get the picture. Funk, jazz 
and pop music have deep roots in 
Philadelphia, so 70 of us gathered 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

from Canada, Israel and across 
the US to play with, chat with and 
learn from some of the greatest 
musicians around...

It’s good to be back in the office at 
First Baptist Greenville. It would be 
difficult – in fact, too limiting – to 
boil the life of First Baptist down 
to any one descriptor. While I was 
gone, I stayed in close contact 
with staff and ministers as they 
provide pastoral care to members 
in crisis. I watched Sunday’s 
worship via Livestream as Kyle, 
Shelton, Vocare and many others 
ushered the congregation into 
the presence of God. I perused 
pictures of Inasmuch Day posted 
on the internet. I contemplated 
upcoming services: Easter, 
Pentecost, Commissioning of 
Summer Missionaries, Graduate 
Sunday and more. I prepped for an 
upcoming mission circle meeting 
and a Sunday School lesson. 
All that to say, there’s a lot going 
on at and through First Baptist 
Greenville...but like Philly...you can 
just come enjoy the music too...

It’s good to be home...thanks for 
the vacation...see you Sunday....

— Jim

WORSHIP

Sunday,  
March 24, 2019

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Third Sunday in Lent
Annunciation Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Luke 1:46-55; John 2:13-22
Sermon: Assuming I’m Jesus

Guest Choir: Asheville Youth Chorale
Anthems: “The Lord Is My  

Shepherd” – POTE;  
“Ave Verum Corpus” – MOZART;  

“City Called Heaven” – POELINTZ; 
“How Good” – ENGLEHARDT 

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers 
for this Sunday or one of our other 
services, please contact Kimberly 

Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 
ext. 128. The next available dates are 

March 24 and 31.

Missing in Action
The black urn used in the Sanctuary 

to lift flower arrangements higher 
on the pedestal is missing. If you 
have borrowed it, please return it 

to the platform in the Sanctuary as 
soon as possible. If you have seen 
it somewhere, please let Kimberly 
Coates hear from you at kimberly.

coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
233-2527 ext. 128. Thank you for your 

assistance!
Reminders

Make Reservations for  
Wednesday Night Supper  

Enjoy Family Time 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

wednesday-night-supper/

Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale 
for Missions 

Practice Gym | March 22-23
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On Sunday, May 19, First Baptist 
Greenville will celebrate and honor 
the graduating classes of 2019 – 
high school, college and graduate 
school. The day will begin in the 
AYMC, when graduates and their 
families are invited to share in a 
time of breakfast and fellowship 
with our Youth Family. During 
worship at 10:30am, graduates 
will wear their graduation caps 
and gowns and will be individually 
recognized and given a special 

gift from the church. A luncheon 
for our high school graduates and 
their families will follow worship.

We understand that some 
graduates may not be present for 
our 10:30am worship on Sunday, 
May 19. However, we ask that 
every graduate submit a recent 
photo of themselves (by Sunday, 
April 21) so we can recognize 
them in our church newsletter, The 
Branch, and display pictures of all 
of our graduates on the bulletin 

board outside Jim Dant’s office. 

All graduates who are connected 
to FBG and are graduating 
this May, please help us by 
completing a Graduate Info Form 
no later than Sunday, April 21! 
You can find the form by using 
the link listed below.

https://goo.gl/forms/
AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1

— Sarah

Calling ALL Graduates!!!
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Within each of the Synoptic Gospels we find a 
passage referred to as “The Mission of the Twelve.” In 
each of these portrayals, Jesus orders his disciples to 
go out and perform miracles with the stipulation that 
they take nothing with them. However, in the Gospel 
According to Mark, a single verse expresses a very 
important aspect of missions. Mark 6:7a reads, “He 
(Jesus) called the twelve and began to send them 
out two by two… (NRSV). Omitted by both Matthew 
and Luke, it is the “two by two” part that always 
catches my eye in Mark. Whereas we otherwise 
have no knowledge of whether the disciples traveled 
individually, in pairs, or in a pack, in Mark we are 
shown the importance of partnership. 

I believe it is important to remember what Mark 
teaches us about missions. Each of our high 
schoolers is a member of a larger family of youth, 
and this Youth Family is a component of the First 
Baptist Greenville church family. What better way to 
demonstrate the importance of these youth to the 
larger church than for the larger church to partner 
and pray for each of them as they embark on an 
incredible journey to Puerto Rico this June? Over the 
next few months, we ask that each of you prayerfully 

consider volunteering to be a prayer partner for one 
of our team members. This commitment includes 
agreeing to pray for your partner every day, as well 
as writing one note per day that your partner can 
read while on mission. We also ask that you provide 
a small travel-size care package for your partner. Two 
by two, we can be the hands and feet of Christ in 
Puerto Rico. 

— Will
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Two by Two to Puerto Rico

https://goo.gl/forms/AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1
https://goo.gl/forms/AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1


W
O

RSH
IP

M
ISSIO

N
S

Don’t miss the deadline of April 1. To celebrate 
Easter, an arrangement of lilies will be placed in the 
Sanctuary as both honorary and memorial gifts. 
These gifts will also provide the palms used the 
week before on Palm Sunday. All lily gifts will be 
published in the newsletter. If you would like to make 
a gift toward this arrangement, send the following 
information to my attention at the church (First 
Baptist Church, Attn: Kimberly Coates, 847 Cleveland 
Street, Greenville, SC 29601), along with your 
contribution of $30 per dedication:

Name: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address (if applicable): 

Number of Gifts ($30 each): 

In honor of: 

In memory of: 

Please make checks payable to First Baptist Church. 

Orders should be received by April 1 to allow time to 
order palms and lilies.

Sharing flowers is a way to show care for loved ones 
– their beauty warms the heart. The same is true 
for FBG. The flowers in our Sanctuary are beautiful 
to see and a way to bring a little of outside, God’s 
creation, inside our worship space. The arrangements 
on Sunday mornings are donated by members of 
our congregation, placed there in memory or honor 
of loved ones – or simply as a celebration of God’s 
generosity. Those flowers are a blessing twice: once 
as a beautification of our worship space and again 
as they are taken apart, rearranged and delivered to 
those in our congregation who are not able to be out 
and about. If you would like to place flowers in the 
Sanctuary for one of our Sunday services, contact 
me at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com, 
and we will get it scheduled. We have a number of 
open Sundays!

— Kimberly

Easter Lilies

First of all, THANK YOU! We could not have done this without 
you. Inasmuch Day 2019 was a huge success! We had nearly 
270 volunteers doing good through 21 projects for 18 different 
organizations throughout the Greenville community. A special 
thanks to our wonderful team leaders and planning committee 
and to Barley’s Pizza, TCBY and Uptown Catering for making our 
lunch possible. We enjoyed hearing all of your stories from the 
day of memories and connections made. Although the day was 
short, we hope perhaps it has inspired you to continue to serve 
our community however you can. Stay tuned for the 2020 date! 

Here is a snapshot from the day’s activities! 

View photos: https://fbcgreenvillesc.smugmug.com/2019-
Inasmuch-Day/ 
View video: https://vimeo.com/324818912 

— Alec McLeod and Michael Williamson  
Inasmuch Day Chairs 2019

Hello First Baptist Greenville family,
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Care List 
as of 3/18/19

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 

office. Permanent reservations are 
available. Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm. 
Menu 

March 20 
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Steamed 

Vegetable Medley, Pineapple Casserole, 
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert 

Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

March 27 
Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad, 

Butter Biscuits, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Veggies 

and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm      Youth Hang Time and Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Serving Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir   
   Rehearsal

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Joan Garrett
Greer Memorial: Bill Jett
GHS Patewood: Jeanell Dillon and 
newborn

Rehab
Rehab at Rolling Green: Hazel Christian

Returned Home
Marie Clay to Shepherd’s Care, John 
McFadden, Carolyn Mathis

Sympathy to…
…the family of Paul Armitage.
… the family of Bill Jones.

Congratulations to…
…Annie Coogler and Thomas Paradiso on 
the birth of a son, Liam Thomas Paradiso, 
on March 1, 2019. Liam’s grandparents in 
our church are Darlene and Steve Coogler.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

March 18-24 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
March 25-31 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
3/20 Wednesdays at First
 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship:  
  Jay Kieve – Cooperative Baptist  
  Fellowship of SC (Fellowship Hall)
3/22-23 Neighborhood Partnership Yard  
 Sale for Missions (Practice Gym)
3/24 10:30am Third Sunday in Lent
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Asheville Youth Chorale
 4:00-5:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
3/27 Wednesdays at First
 6:15pm MidWeek Fellowship:  
  Paul Baxley – Cooperative  
  Baptist Fellowship (Fellowship  
  Hall)
3/31 10:30am Fourth Sunday in Lent
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Sanctuary Choir and Vocare
 11:30am-1:30pm Puerto Rico  
  Participant Meeting (AYMC)
 4:00-5:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)

Financial Needs as of 3/16
$571,153

Receipts of 3/12
$438,507

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Facilities Personnel 
Opening

First Baptist Greenville is adding a full-
time facilities person to its staff. If you, 
or someone you know, have interest in 
giving attention to building maintenance, 
mechanical systems and the cleaning of 
our facilities, please contact Jimmy Paul 
(jimmy.paul@firstbaptistgreenville.com).

Need a Ride to the 
Doctor’s Office?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from 
medical appointments. Requests made 
a week in advance will be appreciated. 
Those in need of this service may contact 
Committee member Becky Bouton at 
beckybouton@gmail.com or 270-5675.
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