Challenging Our

Assumptions
First Baptist Greenville, SC
Lenten Meditations 2019

Challenging Our Assumptions
Lenten Meditations 2019

First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601
www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Invitation to a journey. . .
This year our Lenten Journey leads us to spend time Challenging our Assumptions.
The Spiritual Formation Committee asked different groups in the church to invite a member
to write a meditation. We have representatives from the Intercessory Prayer Group, the
Centering Prayer Group, the Garden Friends, Technical Operations, the Outreach Group,
and FBG staff. We are especially excited to have five youth and our Associate Youth Minister
writing for us. We are grateful to the members of the Visual Arts Team for their help with
pictures and artwork.
Our assumptions are a big part of our faith. They help us to move forward, learn and
act. They are rules, expectations, suppositions… Our assumptions help us to form our
perspective on God and who Jesus was – and is.
In your journey through Lent, may you find your assumptions challenged and rewritten for a
new perspective on God and who Jesus was and is.
Kay Hardage, Chair
Spiritual Formation Committee

Visio Divina (Divine Looking) and Lectio Divina (Divine Reading)
1. Prepare: Close your eyes, take deep breaths, clear your mind and ask God to enter into
this time of prayer with you. Ask God to speak to you through this image and reading.
2. Lectio (read): Read the scripture passage assigned and the author’s reflection. Spend
time scanning the image as you note what draws your interest. Close and rest your eyes
a minute.
3. Mediatio (meditate): Deepen your focus on just the part of the image that caught your
eyes and name it. Close your eyes, seeing that part of the image in your mind.
4. Oratio (pray): Open your eyes and allow the Spirit to bring forth a word, image or
emotion. With what did you connect most closely – from the image and the reading?
Close and rest your eyes.
5. Contemplatio (contemplation): Open your eyes and take deep breaths. What is God
speaking to you through this image or reading? How will you respond? Spend time
processing that with God. Pray and/or journal about it.

Ash Wednesday
March 6, 2019

Matthew 6:1-6
Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
– Matthew 6:1, NRSV
In the world we call home, it
so often seems that those who
boast, those who seek power,
those who fight to be first are the
ones admired and recognized
and highly paid. We read it in our
papers and on our phones. We
hear it on the airways. We are
bombarded with name calling,
anger and fear in our national
news. We cringe at the reports
of hate crimes and murders. We
see so many consumed with selfimportance and boasting.
As we kneel today on Ash
Wednesday, we are reminded
that we were made from dust by
God and will return to dust. Life
on earth is short. In our scripture
reading from Matthew, we are
admonished to be humble and
to give in secret.
The world seems to tell us that
we must assert ourselves to
have meaning. Christ denies
that assumption and instructs
us to live humbly and with love.
Throughout scripture we read of
Christ’s example of loving others
by feeding, comforting, healing
and accepting them. We may not
see the recognition and power

and wealth that the world admires, but we have our reward. Only by the grace of God with
the example of Christ, can we find the deeply satisfying meaning of caring and giving to
others generously, quietly and without desire for recognition.
Loving God who speaks to us in the quiet and stillness of our lives:
We would pray to be more loving, more humble, more giving in a world that recognizes
power and wealth. In our own strength we cannot remain humble servants, but with your
guidance we can come to recognize and deny our hunger to be first and learn to be more
loving, more caring, less self-important. Help us, O God. In the words of St. Francis: Lord,
make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O
Divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it
is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Betty Stall is a deacon, a Garden Friend and a member of the Johnson Class. She is the
mother of 2 living sons, Edward and Russell, and of a deceased daughter, Pedrick. She
rejoices in 7 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren.

First Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2019

Luke 4:1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing
at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished.
– Luke 4:1-2, NRSV
We have all heard the old adage, “You know what they say about assumptions. They
make an...” I’ll stop there and “assume” you get the picture. We are all guilty of making
assumptions about ourselves and others, such as assuming guilt for something, assuming
the worst in someone, or assuming a person will or will not do something. The list goes
on and on. Making assumptions is not necessarily bad; it is something we do naturally to
prepare ourselves for an assumed end result. Unfortunately, assumptions often get in the
way of seeing the truth.
In Luke, Chapter 3, Jesus is baptized, and as he was praying, “the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’” (NRSV) Did Jesus
assume that with the blessing of God, his ministry was then off to a smooth start? If so, he
was soon shown otherwise. In Luke, Chapter 4, the story continues with, “Jesus, full of the

Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when
they were over, he was famished.”
Assumptions about how God works can be problematic. When I was about to baptized, I
assumed that I would have this instant feeling of cleanliness and that all my concerns would
get “washed away.” I quickly realized that life just doesn’t work that way, and neither does
God. I realized that my baptism was the beginning of a life-long journey that, like Jesus’
time on Earth, would have ups and downs. Assumptions, including assumptions about the
nature of God, can keep us from making the effort to listen and understand. The only safe
assumption we can truly make is the one I believe that Jesus made in the wilderness... God
loves us and is always with us.
Dear God:
In this season of Lent, as we each wander in our own personal wilderness, help us to put
aside our misleading assumptions about others and about you. Help us to listen, to seek
understanding, and to know your truth. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Will Dodson is 22 years old and a recent graduate of the University of South Carolina with
a degree in broadcast journalism. He is employed as a digital editor and producer at WYFF
Television. Will is a life-long member of First Baptist Greenville.

The Second Sunday in Lent
March 17, 2019

Luke 13:31-35
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent
to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing!
– Luke 13:34, NRSV
One of my favorite stories is C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe. For those
unfamiliar with this classic novel, the story depicts the epic struggle between the forces of
good and evil over the fate of the mythical land of Narnia. The forces of good are led by
Aslan the talking lion, king of beasts, son of the Emperor-Over-the-Sea, and the King above
all High Kings in Narnia. The forces of evil are led by Queen Jadis, known throughout the
land as the White Witch.
The night before the
final battle, two young
sisters named Lucy and
Susan follow Aslan as
he secretly leaves their
army’s camp. To their
dismay, they discover
Aslan surrendering himself
to the White Witch and her
minions. The girls watch
with horror as Aslan is
beaten and tied to the
sacrificial stone table.
Amidst all the violence,
Lucy tearfully whispers to
Susan, “Why doesn’t he
fight back?”
Why doesn’t he fight
back? In Luke 13:31-35, we
find Jesus on his way to Jerusalem. He has been ministering for a while now, and his efforts
have earned him more than a few enemies. Some Pharisees with questionable intentions
arrive on the scene and warn Jesus that Herod wants to kill him. Jesus retorts that he is too
busy to be killed right now. However, Jesus then explains that his purpose for traveling on
to Jerusalem is that he cannot be killed elsewhere. How perplexing that must have been
for those seeking his destruction. Jesus laments Jerusalem, the center of religiosity for the

Jewish people, and its reputation for disregarding and murdering those God sends to save it
from itself. God has repeatedly sought to hold it like a mother holds her child, but Jerusalem
continues to disregard God’s love. Jesus ends this brief conversation with the Pharisees by
indicating that they will not truly understand who he is until it is too late.
Why doesn’t he fight back? There is a lot of rage, hate and evil at work in this world.
Unfortunately, a lot of it is fueled by a distortion of our own religion. Nothing enrages me
more than when people use the Bible to hurt others. Ironically, this anger often goads me
into wanting to respond likewise. I assume that because a person hurt someone, true justice
means hurting that person in turn – an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. However, that
is not what Jesus calls us to do. Jesus could have fought back. Jesus had all the power of
God at his disposal. Many of Jesus’ disciples assumed Jesus was going to lead a revolution
to overthrow their oppressors. Instead, Jesus calmly and intentionally walks to his doom.
“Why doesn’t he fight back?” cries Lucy. Aslan does not fight back because he knows that
something greater is at work as he drifts up the steps to the White Witch. As Aslan reaches
the sacrificial table, the Witch raises and plunges her dagger into Aslan, and the girls
crumple to the ground in defeat. The forces of evil depart to battle the now leaderless forces
of good. The world is covered in shadow. However, something is about to happen. There
is a deeper magic from before the dawn of time of which the White Witch was not aware.
Little do Lucy and Susan know that in just a few moments, death is going to begin to work
backwards.
Lord:
Too often we want to respond to the horrible events in our world in harmful and unhelpful
ways. Help us to channel our anger into retaliatory love. Remind us and others of your
calm and intentional path. Teach us again the incredible love that you have felt for us
since before the dawn of time. Amen.

Will Raybon is the Associate Youth Minister at First Baptist Church of Greenville. He is a thirdyear divinity school student at Gardner-Webb University School of Divinity. Will and Celine
were recently wed.

The Third Sunday in Lent
March 24, 2019

Luke 13:1-29
Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able.
– Luke 13: 24, NRSV
The word assumption is defined as a
thing that is accepted as true or as certain
to happen, without proof. I am not sure
that I have any assumptions about Lent.
The only thing I know for sure is that
Jesus was born, he lived a perfect life,
he taught, he suffered immensely, he was
crucified, and God’s purpose for his life
was fulfilled when he was resurrected.
I consider myself extremely fortunate to
have been reared in a home where religion
was explored, not dictated. Of course, as
is true with us all, I have an “embedded
theology” that reflected the American
culture of my parents’ generation. This
is an area, however, where age and
experience actually have benefit!
I admit that in my adult life, my perception
of the season of Lent has been tainted
by folks that spend the entire 40 days
bragging or complaining about what they
have “given up for Lent.”
Well, look! The first lesson Jesus is
teaching in Luke 13 is to “repent or
perish.” That slaps me in the face and
says, “Lose the attitude!” Jesus is
warning: That judgement is not mine
Photo Credit: Freda Lark
to make. I should sacrifice (give up) my
pride. Like the fig tree in the next parable
(vs 6-9), I take up space and air on this earth. What good am I doing with it that would exhibit
the life for which Jesus died?

Lent is a season of reflection of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40
days. I am by nature a seeker. I seek knowledge, experience and insight into anything that
strengthens my faith, brings me closer to Christ and affects my actual living of life like Jesus
did. I personally have no “rules” for Lent. The act of fasting has never had a spiritual effect on
me; therefore, it is not something in which I participate. I do, however, regard Lent as intense
specific reflection. For me, it is worship.
I am so grateful that no one in my life has “guilted me” into viewing myself as a wretched
sinner, unworthy of anything good. Through Bible study, family, friends and community, I
figured out by myself that I am nowhere close to having a perfect heart (a sinner), and I fall,
oh, so short of the Glory of God!
In verses 22-29 from this reading from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus talks of the “narrow door.”
This is what Lent means for me. I participate in Lent by trying to imagine the “narrow door”
as the end of that path Jesus took, starting at what we call Ash Wednesday, through the
desert to the Crucifixion. It is unbearably sad. I know there is nothing from which I could
withdraw or sacrifice, nothing I could experience that would feel anything close to what
Jesus felt. The totality of Jesus’ despair is incomprehensible to me. That, my friends, is what
brings me to my knees. It is the lowest humility. How can I ever compare with that? How can
I ever get through that door?
Lent is a season of reflection, but hallelujah! It is also preparation for Easter morn when
Jesus rises off the Cross, pulls me up from his feet, takes me by the hand and says, “Live
like me!” LIVE!

Almighty God:
Grant that we experience the all-encompassing intensity of your presence during Lent,
no matter how differently we individually choose to participate. We are grateful that you
grant us hope and assurance through the miracle of Easter morning. In the name of the
risen Christ we pray! Amen.

Questria Woodward Meyer earned a BA in Economics and Business Administration from
Furman and a BFA in Interior Design from Converse. She is a member of the Hope Sunday
School Class, Friday Morning Bible Study, the Outreach Group and Muffin Ministry. She has
previously served with Inasmuch Day, IHN, First Friday Lunch and More and the Treble Choir
(5-year-olds).

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 31, 2019

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.
– Matthew 15:32, NRSV
The story of the Prodigal Son has been taught thousands of times in Sunday School classes
and from pulpits. More often than not, it is used from one of the three viewpoints: the father
welcoming home his wayward son (Christ welcoming sinners home), the jealous brother
(many who see themselves as sinless),
or the wayward son himself (all of us who
have sinned and come short).
I would like to submit that our assumption
that there are only three ways to look at
this parable is a false one and that we
need, especially at this Lenten season, to
take a fresh look at this age-old story. Do
we all place ourselves in one or the other
of the three viewpoints? At various times
in our lives, I believe that we are all three.
As children, how many of us strayed
from the family beliefs and wandered
away from the mores we were supposed
to follow if we wanted affirmation from
parents and siblings? I imagine most of
us, in one way or another. I wonder if
“straying” can be looked at as a positive
thing. Without “straying,” i.e., challenging
the beliefs that we are, in many cases, so
stringently taught, I feel that we will never
come to make our own spiritual journey,
as opposed to simply acquiescing to the
way things have always been done. When
the Prodigal comes home, has his journey
made his faith stronger, as well as his
own?

Let’s look at the jealous brother for a moment and see how he reacts. Have any of us ever
been jealous of the way our siblings were treated by parents? Do we feel slighted when
someone else gets more attention? Did “Mom love you best”? Again, we can also look at
this with a positive spin. Each child, each person, has needs which are either met or not
met by those around them. If they are not met in the way we think they should be, can that
lack make us more self-sufficient and independent? Do we expect God as parent to meet
our every need, or can WE be the method of meeting our own needs, as well as the needs
of those around us? Can we, as brothers and sisters to each other, decide to put aside our
jealousies and simply care for each other? I submit that, as C.S. Lewis said, “God wants us
to grow up” and become independent thinkers and mature Christians who think of others
before ourselves.
From a father’s viewpoint, I certainly can see the heartbreak when the Prodigal is out in the
world wasting his time and money. I can also understand the father’s exhilaration when he
sees his son come home. Could the Prodigal have learned his lessons without putting the
family through such hard times? Have we all seen examples of this behavior? Have we all
BEEN examples of this behavior? Do we, should we, shut the doors on those around us
when their behaviors are not what we think they should be? We have called this “tough love,”
but I believe we could do without the “tough.” Can we walk alongside the addicted, the
alcoholic, the outcast, the unloved and the excluded and just love them as the Father does?
How about we just leave the door open and say, “Come on in. There is love here for you.
Welcome home.”

Loving and gracious God:
Help us during this Lenten season as we make our way through life to be always growing,
maturing and including. Teach us your unconditional love and make us cognizant of those
around us who need love and inclusion. Amen.

Rob Pyett was a high school English teacher and basketball and tennis coach for 36 years
in Akron, Ohio. He and his wife, Mary, have three children and are members of the Sanctuary
Choir and the Intercessory Prayer Group.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 7, 2019

John 12:1-8
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.
You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
– John 12:7-8, NRSV
How many times have I read and/or heard this scripture – hey, at least once a year, so…
seventy? Most of the time I think of it in terms of the differences in Mary and Martha.
Knowing that I fall into the character of Mary, I always defend her. I get her. Sometimes I
think of it in terms of Mary’s affectionate gift to Jesus. I get that, too. I have seldom looked
at it in regard to the relationship between Jesus and Judas. It’s murky for me.
I wonder what it would be like to be fully man and fully God. Jesus knew that Judas would
betray him and that he stole from the donations that were made, yet he only made a simple
reply, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
Criticism… It is powerful and often destructive. We are all guilty and all victims. The schisms
created by criticism are vast, and bridging them is not easy. What is Judas’ motivation to
criticize? Is it to disguise his own guilt of stealing from the poor? Is he unaware that Jesus
would already know that he was a liar and a thief? It makes me think of the response of
Queen Gertrude to the insincere overacting of a character in a Shakespeare play. “The lady

doth protest too much, methinks.” In the play, the lady objects so much that she loses
credibility.
Knowing what I know about Judas, his criticism certainly holds no credibility. Our criticism
often reflects our own insecurities. It is always based on opinion. Hasn’t deciphering what
is truth and what is opinion always been a problem? If you say it often enough, does it
become truth? Were there those who felt Mary was extravagant and foolish? There are so
many questions to ponder. Why didn’t Jesus reprimand Judas? For that matter, why did he
heal the Centurion’s ear? You hear Jesus’ sadness in his prayer that, if possible, let this cup
pass from him. You saw the devil offering Jesus the opportunity to object to his plight on
this earth when they were in the wilderness. Jesus answers, “Do not put the Lord, your God,
to the test.” We read when the devil had finished putting him to the test, he left until a more
opportune time. The badgering of criticism can be relentless. How can we break the cycle?
Not long after this moment in time, Judas hanged himself. What burden did Judas carry
when he had to come to grips with himself? In hindsight, I wonder what might have
happened if he could have understood his own motivation to criticize Mary. This scripture
gives us food for thought in regard to criticism. Whether you are the victim of criticism or
have that sense of outrage that triggers criticism, turn that criticism into a meditation of this
passage of scripture. I wonder what happened when Judas Iscariot met Jesus in death. All
I can see is God with his arms wide spread and loving. We pay for our criticism of others
through the outrage, lost energy, and loss of love and acceptance. What is the solution for
criticism? It is loving through it and experiencing the joyous freedom of imperfection – to
make a statement that we will stand side by side, not discriminate, not criticize, not judge,
and not try to “fix” anyone but ourselves. This is the most beautiful experience I have had.

Lord:
Teach us to come to you before we speak unwisely to another human being. May
we understand the value and share in your love of all that you have created. May we
experience the joy and gift of imperfection in life. May we experience and treasure the joy
that passes all understanding. Amen.

Mary Pyett and her husband, Rob, grew up in Akron, OH, and now reside in Simpsonville.
Mary worked as a Network Engineer and Curriculum Integration Specialist for IBM. Later
she organized and set up Video Conferencing and Distance Learning for Youngstown City
Schools. She now helps coordinate our IHN program, sings in our Sanctuary Choir, and
participates in the Intercessory Prayer Group.

Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019

Luke 19:28-40
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
– Luke 19:40, NRSV
In today’s scripture, we see Jesus riding toward Jerusalem on a colt, accompanied by a large
crowd of his followers. This journey is usually called the triumphal entry, and scholars tell us
that it evokes a well-known passage in the Hebrew Bible (Zechariah 9: 9-10) in which God’s
anointed king, “triumphant and victorious,” enters Jerusalem
to “command peace to the nations” and to begin to rule over a
“dominion . . . from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends
of the earth.”
Scholar Paul Brooks Duff1 points out that, in Mark’s gospel
account of this incident, the writer also intends to remind his
readers of a type of entry procession that was common in the
Roman world of that time – the triumphal entry of a king or
conquering hero to claim a conquered city. Such processions
would begin at the gates of the city and proceed toward the
temple, where the conqueror would make a sacrifice to the
city’s deity in order to demonstrate the deity’s acceptance of the
conqueror’s claim. The procession itself would be accompanied
by a large crowd shouting praises and singing hymns,
demonstrating their acceptance, too, of the new ruler.
We might wonder: what lesson did early gospel readers take
from this story? What did they expect to happen? The earliest
followers of Jesus may have expected that Jesus, as the
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Messiah, was being sent by God to deliver Israel from Roman
rule, to redeem Jerusalem in a political sense. The triumphal entry account may seem at first
to reinforce that hope, with its deliberate hints at the procession of a conquering hero, but
Duff argues that, at least in the case of Mark’s account, the gospel writer intends to dash his
readers’ expectations. According to Duff,
[The] evangelist teases his readers with what seem to be triumphal allusions but
never satisfies their expectations…. [Those] readers who have not really grasped the
significance of Jesus’ suffering messiahship and the true nature of the kingdom – that
is, those readers who expect Jesus to inaugurate the kingdom of God in a manner
Duff, Paul Brooks, “The March of the Divine Warrior and the Advent of the Greco-Roman King: Mark’s Account of
Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem.” Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. 111, No. 1 (Spring, 1992), pp. 55-71.

1

resembling that of a warrior-king will, like the characters of the disciples in Mark’s
Gospel, have to revise their expectations.2
What about those of us who are reading this story two thousand years after the earliest
readers? Is there also a lesson here for us? We may not be looking to Jesus to re-make
our political world, as some early disciples were, but do we have other expectations or
assumptions that need to be challenged?
My own introspection about this story led me to the uncomfortable insight that I do have
something in common with the early followers of Jesus. As Jews, they saw themselves as
having special favor in God’s sight, which is why they expected God to send a Messiah
to deliver them from oppression. While I would never dare to say of myself that, either
individually or as part of a group, I hold special favor in God’s sight, I am realizing that there
is something akin to that in my own unthinking assumptions. I like to think of myself as a
good person, a person who knows what’s right and wrong and does what’s right, a person
who acts honorably and ethically and in ways befitting someone who claims to follow
Jesus, but my assumptions about my own goodness and “rightness” don’t hold up. This
is most obvious on the occasions that I wound someone, whether casual acquaintance or
work colleague or friend or family member, through a thoughtless or mean-spirited word or
action. It also happens when I am self-righteously dismissive of people who hold viewpoints
different from my own, people “who are obviously wrong,” and it happens every time I
withdraw into my safe personal haven, closing my eyes and ears to the needs of the world
that God has placed right in my path to get my attention.
In the tradition of centering prayer, Thomas Keating has taught that the self that claims to
be good and right is the “false self,” the ego, whose concerns are security, control, esteem
and over-identification with one’s particular group. The false self sees the world through the
filters of “What’s good for me?” and “My group is best.” The regular practice of centering
prayer loosens the grip of the false self and nourishes the true self, the self that can be in
relationship with God through contemplative prayer. The true self knows humility and doesn’t
try to tell God how best to fulfill God’s purposes. The prayer of the true self is not “Please fix
this situation” but “Here I am, Lord.” May it be so for each of us.
God:
Jesus consented to fulfilling your purpose, even to the point of laying down his life. Help
me to be open to your presence and your will, and please grant me the humility, strength
and courage to live in ways that follow his example. Amen.

Susan D’Amato has been a member of the Centering Prayer Group at First Baptist Greenville
since 2003 and is currently its facilitator. Her other roles include mother (of Alexis, a senior
at Birmingham-Southern College), daughter (of Bonnie Smart), and physics professor at
Furman University.
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Duff, p. 71.

Monday of Holy Week
April 15, 2019

John 12:1-11
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair...
– John 12:3a, NRSV
Princess Alice, daughter of Queen Victoria and Albert, was known for her compassion and
selfless devotion. In 1878, diphtheria had taken hold of her household, and a daughter of
the princess, Marie, was seriously ill. The disease spread rapidly, and Marie died before
Princess Alice had a chance to say her farewells. Concerned for the other children’s wellbeing, Alice concealed the news for weeks, until one day when she knew she had to break
the news to her son, Ernest. He was devastated and sobbed uncontrollably. Without thinking
of herself, she tenderly kissed her son to comfort him, even though she was advised not to
by the doctors. She later came down with diphtheria and unfortunately lost her life. Princess
Alice exhibited selfless love and devotion to her son. Extravagant love knows no danger and
doesn’t count the cost.
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In John 12:1-11, Jesus travels to Bethany, to the home of Lazarus whom he had raised from
the dead. Mary, Lazarus’s sister, pours expensive perfume, worth a whole year’s wages, over
Jesus’s feet and proceeds to dry them with her hair. Judas asked why the money spent on
perfume wasn’t going to the poor. He asked this not because he genuinely cared about the
poor but because he took money from the money bag for himself. After telling Judas to leave
her be, Jesus explains that anointing him has a greater purpose because “you will always
have the poor among you, but you won’t always have me.”
This passage contrasts Mary’s true love and discipleship with Judas’s love of self. Mary
honors Jesus with extravagance, while Judas, only trying to look good, questions her
selfless acts of love and devotion. Jesus recognizes his true motives. Many times, like Judas,
we try to make ourselves look good while hiding our true intentions. Take the time to reflect:
When no one else is around, am I abiding by the gospel and living like Mary who spent her
life in selfless devotion to Christ? What is the cost of this extravagant love, and am I willing
to make the sacrifice? A life spent in selfless devotion to Jesus is not a waste but rather the
only kind of life truly lived.
A part of selfless devotion stems from knowing Jesus personally. As we grow closer to
Jesus, he becomes a part of us, and we become disciples like Mary. Being a disciple means
you intentionally partner with Jesus to improve the wellbeing of others because Jesus said
that when we help “the least of these,” we serve him. Ask yourself: Why do I do what I do? Is
it for my reputation, results or to help others? Mary’s act of devotion teaches us that our true
motive should be loving others and Christ because Jesus is worthy of everything, no matter
the cost.

Dear God:
Help me bring to you my most costly, my most priceless, and my most precious sacrifice.
Break open my heart and release the perfume found within. Teach me to extravagantly
worship you. Amen.

Ellie Joye is a sophomore at Eastside High School. Her parents are Rick and Leigh Joye, and
her brother is Morgan.

Tuesday of Holy Week
April 16, 2019

John 12:20-38
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
– John 12:24, NRSV
I’m sure that you’ve all been asked the question, “Would you rather know when you’re going
to die or how you’re going to die?” Would you truly want to know the answer to either of
these questions, since you would be paranoid if your time to go was soon? Wouldn’t you
be afraid of the situation or thing that would cause your death? Jesus didn’t really get the
option to choose, but he received both regardless. In this passage, Jesus predicts his own
death which confuses the crowd listening to him since they believed that the messiah would
live forever. While Jesus was predicting his death, he related his eventual end to the death
of a plant. He did this because while one plant may fall, many other plants are created
by the death of the one. Even though Jesus knew what was going to happen, he never
once questioned why he was to die since he knew he walked the earth to save us. Jesus
describes his soul as “troubled” in this passage, yet he still says that he will not ask to be
saved from his current situation.
Have you ever met somebody as selfless as Jesus? Have
you ever been this selfless for somebody else? While
we may not have to sacrifice our lives to do something
for somebody other than ourselves, we can always put
something aside to help comfort or guide somebody.
There are so many opportunities to take action and do
what we know is right, but can we take the time to do it?
Take some time to think about something that could’ve
gone differently if you had put something aside to help
somebody else. What changes would’ve been made to
their life – or even yours? I’ll give you an example from
my own life. When I was in fifth grade, there was one
person in my group of friends who was clearly going
through a hard time since her parents had just recently
divorced. She began to lash out at people, which ended
up affecting the entire group of people. I was too afraid
to talk to an adult at my school about it in fear of what
would happen to me as a result, since I was part of that
group of friends. If I had been able to talk to somebody
about her like my guidance counselor, maybe my fifth
grade year wouldn’t have been such a rough year.

What would you do if you knew that your days were numbered like Jesus did? What would
you spend your final few days on earth doing? Would you spend more time with your
family? Would you take more risks? Why wouldn’t we spend our time doing these things
anyway? I personally think that we take time for granted when Jesus could not, considering
his situation during this passage. Think of some ways that you could make your life more
meaningful. Perhaps even through some things that we’ve already discussed. All in all, there
is a lot to learn from Jesus even in a more gloomy passage like this. I hope this has opened
your minds to some things that you may have not thought about before.

God:
Help us to be more selfless. Lead us to take risks for others, even when it’s scary. Let us
use every second of our lives for the good of others. Amen.

Zeke Barton is a member of the FBG Youth Family and a student at J.L. Mann Academy as
well as the Fine Arts Center. Dance has brought lots of joy to his life since he started when
he was three years old.

Wednesday of Holy Week
April 17, 2019

John 13:21-32
...Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
– John 13:21, NRSV
One historical figure that I personally find very inspiring is Rosa Parks, who is a well known
activist from the civil rights movement. For anyone who may not recognize the name, Rosa
Parks famously refused to relinquish her seat on the bus due to the color of her skin. Even
though she knew her actions would result in grave consequences, she did not hesitate to
persevere with her refusal to surrender to the unmerited superiority of others. As I reflect on
John 13:21-32, I am reminded of the inspirational story of Rosa Parks. Just as Jesus knew
the betrayal of Judas would lead to his death on the cross, Rosa Parks was fully aware
that her refusal to yield her seat would ensure her arrest. Even though she realized the
consequences, she refused to waver in her right to stay seated on the bus. Rosa Parks was
not only excruciatingly tired, but she was also courageously standing up for her rights and
supporting a much bigger cause within the fight for equality by staying seated. In a similar
way, Jesus knew God’s plans went vastly beyond his crucifixion.

After reading John 13:21-32, a prominently asked question is why did Jesus not stop his
betrayer? Since Jesus had full knowledge of the identity of his betrayer and the place where
he would be killed, it is easy to ask this question. Ultimately, Jesus realized the full extent of
God’s plan went well beyond his death; therefore, Jesus was given the strength to endure his
sufferings. Jesus did not let his own fear prohibit him from spreading the Gospel, and he did
not let the encroaching death limit him. He knew that death was not the end of his mission
and consequently did not take any action against Judas. In order to save humankind, it was
necessary for Jesus to sacrifice himself. In a similar way, just as Jesus was called to make
an enormous sacrifice, we are also called to make sacrifices for our faith that can be very
challenging. While it might be easiest to ignore the call to sacrifice, this Lenten season is the
perfect time for us to reflect on our own actions.
The disciples’ initial reaction to Jesus’ foreshadowing of his betrayal was to point fingers
and interrogate to find answers. In our lives we similarly are put in tough situations where we
habitually blame those around us, but instead of accusing others, it is best for ourselves if
we take a step back and contemplate our own actions. Even though our actions can lead to
deception and betrayal due to human nature, God thankfully provides endless forgiveness
and grace to redeem us. In order to improve ourselves, it is necessary to consider the small
things we do that ultimately leave a negative impact. Since everyone we encounter contains
the presence of Jesus, it is important to treat everyone with respect and dignity. Whether
we get impatient in traffic or simply fail to acknowledge someone we pass in the hallways,
these small acts of disrespect build up to a betrayal of Jesus due to disrespect shown to our
fellow neighbors and brothers/sisters in Christ. While we may not typically regard these small
acts of disrespect as a betrayal of Jesus, it is important to recognize the small details in an
effort to improve our lives. I would like to challenge us to not only find something to sacrifice
this Lenten season but also to pay more attention to our surroundings and try harder to
acknowledge the people around us, because it is easy to forget the impact that a simple
acknowledgement can have on someone’s life.

Loving God:
Please give us the strength to reflect upon our own shortcomings and grow in our
relationship with you to fulfill your desires for our life. Remind us to be sensitive towards
the needs of others around us and help us radiate your unconditional love. Thank you for
continuously supporting us and never failing to be present. Amen.

Rachel Girvin is a junior in high school at St. Joseph’s Catholic School. She enjoys spending
time with her friends and family and playing soccer.

Maundy Thursday
April 18, 2019

John 13:1-17, 31b-35
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.
–John 13:34-35, NRSV
The theme of this year’s Lenten Devotional is “Challenging our Assumptions,” and the
passage is John 13:1-17, 31b-35. In the passage, Jesus realizes that one of his disciples will
betray him. He gets up from the dinner
table, adorns a servant’s outfit, and starts
washing his disciples’ feet. When he is
finished, he says to them, “If I, your Lord
and teacher, have washed your feet, then
you too must wash each other’s feet.” He
explains that a master is no better than
his slave, concluding that if the disciples
know and remember this, then they will
be happy.
Why does he do this? Why should Jesus,
son of God, his disciples’ Lord and
teacher, wash their feet? Some may think
that the opposite should be happening,
since the disciples are Jesus’ followers,
his holy servants. However, Jesus says
that a master is no better than his slave.
He also states, “If I…have washed your
feet, then you too must wash each
other’s feet.” Jesus is being the example,
the role model, for the disciples. He
teaches them the act of doing things
for others but also emphasizes the
philosophy that no matter the person’s
level in society, whether the garbage man
or the king, it will not affect what you can
do for them.

I can personally relate to what Jesus shows his disciples, (Most other people probably can,
as well!) Think about it from a child’s perspective. When you were younger, you might have
felt that it was unfair that your parents were “better” than you; they were big and tall, had
money, could make the decisions and set the rules, but they never advertised this fact.
Often, they probably did good deeds for you. Your parents wouldn’t lord it over you, because
that’s just wrong. In fact, it’s not just parents that do this. Think about it: Sunday School
teachers, regular school teachers, coaches, mentors and more. But why do they do it?
Because they love you. They don’t do it because they were told to do it. They do it because
it’s right.

Lord:
Help us remember your ways in times of anger, oppression and hate. Free us of the sin
that has crept into us. Help us remember Jesus Christ, who was a great leader – not
through ruling but by serving. Amen.

Grayson Snyder is in sixth grade at Hughes Academy. His parents are Ben and Stacie
Snyder.

Good Friday
April 19, 2019

John 18:1-19:42
The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “I am not.”
– John 18:17, NRSV
When you hear the word “king,” what is the first thing that comes to your head – maybe
a ruler, a shiny crown, ruling a kingdom? Most of the Israelites were probably thinking the
same thing when they found out the news about Jesus coming. They probably assumed
that he would come in the most grand way possible and would be treated like a true king,
as well. Instead, he was born in a stable and placed in a manger, wrapped in swaddling
clothes. Later as an adult, he wasn’t always treated like a king either. People’s assumptions
towards Jesus led them to false thoughts on his ways and teachings. Some, instead of
becoming believers, would react negatively towards his teachings. It confused people when
Jesus came into the world the way he did and whenever he conveyed the image of God in a
way that was different than others thought he
would.
We all make assumptions, whether we realize
it or not. Personally, I am very familiar with
people making assumptions about different
things every single day. The beginning of
high school is another chance to write a new
chapter in your life... a new experience. I,
myself, am a ninth grader who just began her
first year of high school. I realized the first
day of school that most students, to a great
extent, unconsciously stereotype people
and categorize them into different places in
their head, no matter what grade they are in:
how they dress, what language they speak,
who their friends are, the color of their skin.
People assume a person’s character based
on a person’s regular appearance. Before
they actually get to know someone, they sort
each other into categories. Once you meet
someone and get to know them for who
they truly are, you can learn so much more
about them than what you assumed by a first
glance.
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“Aren’t you his disciple?” “I am not.” Peter
denied Jesus three times. He denied Jesus, so he wouldn’t be subjected to the punishment

that Jesus had to face. In John 18:16-17, Peter claimed that he wasn’t one of Jesus’
disciples because he didn’t want to be treated the way that Jesus was – and was going to be
treated. Through all of Passover weekend, Peter must have started to realize what he did and
felt so ashamed of how he dishonored his relationship with Jesus. He may have thought that
he lost his chance at having a good relationship with him and that he couldn’t be any worse
than he already was. He also may have thought that his sin was too big to ever be forgiven.
Even now, we start to think that we aren’t enough, just like Peter did. In reality, we might be
compelled to think that we aren’t enough for God, that we have countless sins that are too
great for His forgiveness. To be honest, we will never be able to understand his unconditional
love for us. When he helps us come to a realization that we are truly enough, this helps show
us that he will be with us through it all. One of my favorite songs is “How Can It Be,” by
Lauren Daigle. Some of the lyrics are very meaningful to me:
I’ve been hiding
Afraid I’ve let You down
Inside, I doubt
That You still love me
But in Your eyes there’s only grace now
God will never stop loving us. We shouldn’t let our assumptions cloud our relationship with
God or make it seem like it’s less. He wants us to know that he loves us and that no matter
how big our mistakes are, he will always lead us through dark times and help us through
anything. Another song that really speaks to me is “Beloved,” by Jordan Feliz. Some of the
most touching lyrics in the song to me are:
Head full of questions, how can you measure up?
To deserve affection, to ever be enough
For this existence, when did it get so hard?
Your heart is beating, alive and beating
And there’s a reason why
You are essential, not accidental
And you should realize
You are beloved
I love these words because it is a great reflection of how we will always be enough. No
matter what the circumstances are, we are enough.
God,
We oftentimes lead ourselves to believe that we aren’t enough for your love. Help guide
and show us the unconditional love you constantly pour out on us that we sometimes fail
to see. Let us know that we always have you by our side and that you will never leave us.
God, I pray that every person will be able to feel loved and cared for, no matter how many
times we fail. Amen.

Lydia Dorroh is a freshman at Greenville Senior High School. She is a member of the swim
team and was a delegate for the 2018 Youth in Government conference.

Holy Saturday
April 20, 2019

Matthew 27:57-66
So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
– Matthew 27:66
Security is one of those things that we are always looking to shore up. Multiple degrees are
pursued (and sometimes multiple lines of student debt) in order to gain a secure job. There
are countless advertisements about the most secure alarm system. We spend our time
investing in relationships that seem to be most secure.
This search for security is understandable and advisable.
We assume it is a worthy search, though as people
of faith, our search for security can go awry when it is
motivated by fear.
In our text, the Pharisees assume a posture of fear
from the outset. They begin to fear that a conspiracy is
fomenting at the hands of the now-dispersed disciples.
They worry that the body of the “imposter” will be taken,
and this will serve as the impetus for an uprising. Fear
causes them to panic.
In the midst of their panic, they start grasping for power
and control. They scan the landscape for a place of
security. This leads them to a face-to-face meeting with
Pilate, and they come away girded with that indispensable
tool of the powerful that is advertised as a guarantee of
security: militaristic might. The guards are dispatched
and the tomb is imprinted with the indelible (so it seemed)
mark of the empire. Now they have found security.
The fear of the Pharisees is contrasted by the calm
disposition of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. As
the stone is rolled back upon the tomb in which Jesus
lies, we are told that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
are “sitting opposite the tomb.” As they are sitting by the
tomb, I’m sure they are filled with sadness over the death
of their Rabbi. The weight of their loss is now beginning
to sink in as the stone settles against the tomb. I bet they
have a litany of questions and are short on answers. As
they are sitting in the midst of their grief, I wonder if they
started sharing memories about their time with Jesus.

I can hear Mary Magdalene say, “You remember that time he said, ‘For God, all things are
possible.’” The other Mary nods her head and then shares a memory of her own. “I keep
thinking about the night when he told us, ‘In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.’” I can hear them laugh about the time that Peter jumped out of
the boat after Jesus. I can see them look back in awe upon the way Jesus calmed the waves
and his words to Peter, “Do not fear.”
As Mary Magdalene and the other Mary are sitting with one another in their grief and loss,
sorrow and pain, they are bearing witness to a present and a future that is secured by the
God whose “kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).
We can find many reasons to run around like the Pharisees in a frantic search for security.
However, as people of faith, we confess that our present and our future are secured by the
God of love that went to the cross for our sake. In this Lenten season, we remember and
acknowledge that the “crucified God” holds us and huddles together with us in moments
when it seems that the stone has been rolled back and sealed. In these moments, we can
resist a search for security motivated by fear. Instead, we can sit with one another. We can
be with one another. We can remind one another of the words of Scripture to us, “Do not
fear, for I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10).

O Eternally Secure One:
Give us the faith to rest in you when we face uncertain situations. Let us have sure
confidence that you see us in all situations. By your power within us, may we point those
in situations of despair to the hope that is found in you. Amen.

Dylan Rigg is the Pastoral Resident at First Baptist Greenville. He and his wife, Hannah, are
originally from Birmingham, AL. They are expecting their first child this Easter season.

Easter
April 21, 2019

Luke 24:1-12
...The men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen.
– Luke 24:5b, NRSV
He is risen! He is risen, indeed!
On this day on which we lift
high the cross and celebrate the
fact that nothing can separate
us from the mysterious, wildly
generous, untamed love of God
– not even death – I wish you a
happy Easter!
As I’ve thought about my own
assumptions about Lent, the
traditions I may have practiced
in preparing for Easter, I’m
afraid I don’t have much to
examine. Lent for me growing
up was a misspelled version
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of what we peeled off the dryer
screen. At my Southern Baptist church, we celebrated Easter in one fell swoop, in grand
style with trumpets and Easter bonnets and gloves and play-dough tombs. On that fine day,
we’d relive the entire Holy Week in one big Easter rush: Jesus serving the last supper, the
betrayal, Christ’s pain and suffering as he hung on the cross, and his saving power through
his glorious resurrection. Easter Sunday came in a yearly burst of Easter grass and crowns of
thorns, of swords and blood and rolled away stones, and then it was over, until the next year.
It’s not that we didn’t want to talk about the cross and resurrection. We did. It came up a lot,
sometimes with a pounding fist on the pulpit and all six verses of “Just as I Am.” (I still love
that hymn.) Then there was the summer mission trip to an Arkansas campground my senior
year of high school, when a junior friend of mine handed out nails to all the children at our
Backyard Bible Club and went into excruciating detail about the crucifixion.
We had several kids get saved by the end of that talk (no surprise there), but it also rattled
me into an earnest promise to God. If I ever had a chance to lead children towards faith, I’d
find a place and a way to talk about Easter where we would not wound or build faith with
guilt. A healthy, hardy, life-long faith is rooted in God’s extravagant love, not pain and fear.

I’m so thankful that I’ve found that place here, where First Baptist joins churches all over the
world in walking through the Lenten season, and I’m so thankful for Godly Play, the method
of Christian nurturing we use here with children, which uses the seven weeks of Lent to
remember each part of Jesus’ life, all in the light of the gifts that he gives us, the cross that is
coming, and the love that will not let us go.
I’m thankful because this slow methodical walking through Lent has given me time to fall
completely in love with this dark, painful and ultimately joyous sacred story. There are so
many scenes that I cherish. I love the time Mary gets down on the floor and anoints Jesus
with ointment, wiping it with her hair. I love that Jesus gives his disciples (and us, too) the
ritual of the Lord’s Supper to help them feel his presence in the painful times of absence that
will follow. I love that Jesus gives Judas a chance to change his mind, even though he knows
what’s coming. I’m sad that his disciples fell asleep while Jesus prayed in the garden, but
it comforts me that I am not the only weak one who loves him. I love that Jesus calls out to
God to show mercy for the crucifiers, even as he was dying on the cross. I love that Jesus
chooses a man like Peter, who denies Jesus three times, to build his church. I love the scene
on Easter morning when Mary and Mary Magdalene go to the tomb and the earth quakes
and an angel appears. I love that the angel rolls away the stone and hops atop it. And I love
that Mary thinks that the newly risen Jesus is the gardener, until he says her name. “Mary,”
he says, and she knows exactly who he is!
I love this because I want to hear him saying my name too… and yours. He calls us all,
saying come near. Be close to me and know that I’m staying close to you. I’ll show you how
to live this life with love, the love you were created for, the love that was meant for you.
He is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Happy Easter to you!

Dear God:
Help us hear you calling our names. Draw us close to you, Lord. Help us fall in love with
you more each day. Thank you for sending us Jesus, so that we can know how to be more
like you. We are so grateful for your love and mercy. We love you, God. Amen.

Becky Ramsey serves as the Minister to Children at First Baptist. She is married to Todd, and
they have three grown children and one precious grandchild, Josiah. In her spare time, she
writes at www.beckyramsey.info.
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