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It has been said ‘the devil is in the 
details.’ I would hate for the devil 
to receive all the accolades for the 
important ministry of administrative 
detail! Giving credit where credit is 
due, I’d like to thank our church’s 
Retreat Committee and our 
Church Operations Coordinator – 
Jenna Manning – for paying close 
attention to the details. 

Most of you know our annual 
church retreat is being held Friday, 
March 1 – Sunday, March 3, but if 
you’re still wondering about some 
details, let me share a few with 
you: The primary venue for the 
retreat is the Westin Poinsett in 
downtown Greenville. Our Friday 
evening Welcome Party will be 
held there from 7:00pm – until. 
Appetizers will be served during 
the Welcome Party. The evening’s 
entertainment will be provided by 
the self-described outstanding 
R&B/Funk band – Cappuccino 
Funk. Saturday sessions, led by 
musical artist Kate Campbell and 
me, will held be at the Westin as 
well. Session 1 is at 10:00am and 
Session 2 begins at 1:00pm. We 
have access to the hotel ballroom 

Rustlings
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as early as 9:00am. Coffee and 
space for conversation will be 
provided prior to Session 1. 
(Breakfast foods are not provided.) 
Lunch is provided at the hotel 
between sessions. Childcare for 
infants through fifth grade will 
be provided at the church on 
Saturday. Drop your children off 
prior to Session 1 and pick them 
up promptly after session 2. Our 
final gathering will be Sunday 
morning, March 3. This gathering 
will be at the church campus. We 
will assemble in the Sanctuary at 
10:30am – our normal worship 
hour – for our final session of 
retreat. As a reminder, we will have 
Sunday School that morning. 

If you have any other questions, 
feel free to call the church office. 
We don’t want the devil or any 
lack of detail to keep you from 
participating and enjoying yourself. 
If you haven’t registered, it’s not 
too late. Go online to https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwide-retreat/ and register 
today. See you there.

— Jim

WORSHIP

Sunday,  
February 17, 2019
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Sanctuary Choir Music Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Matthew 5:21-24;  
Exodus 20:1-17

Sermon: Loving God and Others
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir  

with Strings
Anthems: “Come to Me” – FORREST; 
Coronation Anthem (“Let Thy Hand Be 

Strengthened”) – HANDEL 
Soloist: Paul Sewell, Tenor

Additional Ensemble: Vocare

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 
ext. 128. The next available dates are 

February 17 and March 17.
The Rooted banner in the Sanctuary 

was created at the Youth Family’s 
Fall Retreat at Rockmont. The Youth 
Family’s theme for this school year is 
“Rooted.” They are on a journey to 
explore what it means to be Rooted 
– in their gifts, in their God, in their 

stories, and in each other as  
Youth Family. 

The cedar root on the baptistry 
belongs to Becky Ramsey. Her father 
pulled it out of a peat bog while doing 
research in Eastern North Carolina in 

the 1970s. It is at least 10,000  
years old. Reminders
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Unless Baby Boy Plating decides to make his debut early, my last day of work 
before maternity leave will be this Sunday, February 17th. I am so excited to 
be spending 12 weeks at home with baby – recovering, bonding, bouncing, 
burping, learning about each other and from each other, and being generally 
exhausted(!). The exhaustion will be totally worth it, of course. I cannot wait to 
see not only my own bond form with Baby Boy, but to see Chris and Hattie’s 
bond with him, too. After the miscarriages, I wasn’t sure that I would have 
the ability to carry a baby of my own, so I have been very grateful for this 
time watching my belly grow. I’d like to give a shout-out to the Personnel 
Committee who recently researched and approved a new Family Leave 
Policy for our church staff which will allow for 6 weeks of my 12 weeks off 
to be paid time. I saw this as confirmation that this is a church that values 
not only women, but the whole family unit. After returning from leave in mid-
May, I’ll continue working my 20 hours a week schedule focusing on pastoral 
counseling, spiritual care visits to homebound and hospitalized, and general 

pastoral care. I look forward to catching up with you upon my return! In the meantime, Kyle Matthews and 
Ryland Brown (along with our other ministers) will keep the pastoral care of our church functioning beautifully. 
Thank you, First Baptist Family, for the ways you have cared for me through the heartbreaks and celebrations 
of growing a family. I look forward to having Jim dedicate this child to a life in the church, being nurtured, 
taught, rocked, soothed and reminded of his worth by this faith family. What a blessing it has been to see 
Hattie have this care, too!

— Kendra

It’s Baby Time
PA

ST
O

RA
L 

C
AR

E

Stephen Ministers work alongside our pastors 
to care, encourage, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support to people who are going through a 
difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, 
unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, chronic 
illness or loneliness. If you have gifts for caring, 
encouragement and listening, please begin to 

prayerfully consider whether you might want to be 
part of this exciting, confidential ministry. If you think 
you might be interested in becoming a Stephen 
Minister, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry 
Leaders: Robin Barton, Wofford Green, Hazel Harris, 
Duke McCall or Ann Quattlebaum.
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What Do Stephen Ministers Do?
EVER THOUGHT ABOUT BECOMING A STEPHEN MINISTER?

HOW TO REQUEST A STEPHEN MINISTER

If either you or someone you know is having a difficult time dealing with 
a life crisis and need the caring friendship and support of a Stephen 
Minister, please contact one of FBG’s Stephen Leaders/Ministers to ask 
for a referral card, or get one at the church Reception Desk.
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Registration is now open for Inasmuch Day 2019 at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/inasmuchday2019/. Take advantage of Early Registration now through 
February 24.  

On the fence about registering? Not sure what Inasmuch Day is all about? 

Inasmuch Day 2019 is a wonderful half-day of service occurring rain or shine on 
March 16. As a church, we use Inasmuch Day as one of the ways in which we 
worship through service. It’s an all-hands-on-deck day of giving back. It is also a 
great way to learn about organizations in our community and build relationships 
within the church family. We’ll gather as a church afterward for a time of lunch and 
fellowship. 

There are opportunities for everyone regardless of skill level or ability: working on 
home repair projects, pampering members of our community who don’t always 
feel special, folding clothes and assembling care packages for babies in need, 
helping with the huge yard sale among others! Everyone can make an impact.

Let’s show the community how much First Baptist cares. Register here https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/inasmuchday2019/.  

— Alec McLeod and Michael Williamson  
Inasmuch Day Chairs

Hello, First Baptist Greenville!

Los extrañamos a todos. We miss y’all. 
Well, sort of. You will be reading this 
around the same time the Cuba mission 
team will be arriving in Havana, and I’m 
sure we will be missing all of you back 
home. We will have already driven to 
GSP airport (at 4:30 in the morning!), 
had our layover in Miami and landed in 
Havana. We will be meeting new friends 
and getting settled in.

LOS EXTRAÑAMOS A TODOS

For the most part, we will be incommunicado. Cell service won’t be available. Wifi is difficult to access. Answering an 
email is a complicated endeavor requiring Javier (one of our Cuba partners) to transcribe our written responses into 
emails, so for the next week while we’re unable to tell you what we’re up to, imagine us this way: 

(from left) Don Thompson, Kathy Sharp, Becky Bouton, Sara Herbert, Gayla Day, 
Creigh Cross, Jennifer Craig, Angeli Leal, Anne Clark, Matt Rollins;  
(not pictured) Anne Garner, Christina Garrett

• Meeting the members of our 
partner church - Iglesia Bautista 
del Camino (Baptist Church of the 
Way)

• Learning about the many projects 
their church has created to 
engage their community and meet 
the myriad of needs there

• Attending the 30th anniversary 
celebration of Fraternidad de 
Iglesias Bautistas de Cuba 
(Fraternity of Cuban Baptist 
Churches, or FIBAC)

• Worshiping with our Baptist 
sisters and brothers in Cuba 

• Deepening our understanding of 
Liberation Theology and how it fits 
into Cuban culture

• Having fun!

• Missing you all. Sort of.

During last week’s worship service, those of you present held your hands open while Jim prayed for the Cuba mission 
team to have compassion, eyes open, empathy and sympathy. He prayed that we would be good representatives of First 
Baptist, our faith and God. While we are gone, imagine us this way, too. 

— Jennifer Craig
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Care List 
as of 2/11/19

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 

office. Permanent reservations are 
available. Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm. 
Menu 

February 13 
Adults: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes 

and Zucchini Bake, Butter Basil Carrots, 
Spinach Salad, Dessert 

Kids: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn,  
Sweet Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

February 20 
Adults: Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples, 

Salad, Dessert 
Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 

Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm      Youth Hang Time and Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Serving Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir   
   Rehearsal

Hospitals
As of 2/11/2019 we are unaware of any 
hospitalized members.

Returned Home
Lara Mayers, Cathy Ballard, Beverly Greer, 
Barbara McMaster

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 11-17 
Dylan Rigg 

205-500-2370 (m)
February 18-24 

Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
2/11-18 Mission Trip to Cuba
2/17 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am-12:30pm  Vocare   
  Rehearsal (Choir Room)
 5:00pm Churchwide Stephen  
  Ministry Continuing Education:  
  Theodicy – Jim Dant (Carpenter  
  Chapel)
2/18 AYMC & Church Offices Closed in  
 Observance of Presidents’ Day
2/19 9:45am Roadrunners Depart for  
  the Carolina Music Museum at  
  Heritage Green and Tommy’s  
  Ham House
2/23 2:00pm, 7:00pm Greenville  
  Symphony Orchestra Spotlight  
  Series: Bookends – ticketed  
  event (Fellowship Hall)
2/24 10:30am Youth Sunday
 11:30am Lunch for Visitors  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 3:00-5:00pm  First Baptist Day  
  School Afternoon of Stories –  
  Open to Community
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
2/26 10:45am-4:00pm Holy Rollers to  
  Soapstone Baptist Church in  
  Pickens County

Financial Needs as of 2/9
$311,538

Receipts of 2/7
$236,990

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Introducing…

…Trinity Lawter, 380 Buck 
Creek Road, Chesnee, 
29323, joined FBG during 
worship on Sunday, 
February 3, by profession 
of faith and requesting 
baptism. Trinity is 
employed with Carmax. 

…Adam Larson and his mother, Carol 
Larson, 7208 Glen Forest Drive, Greenville, 
29607, joined FBG during worship on 
Sunday, February 3, by statement of 
previous profession of 
faith and baptism from 
another denomination. 
Adam is employed with 
Ingram Micro and has 
two daughters, Hunter (4) 
and Harlow (2).
…Sarah Laurence, 1635 S. Dekalb St., 
Apt. 513, Shelby, NC 28152, joined FBG 

during worship on Sunday, 
February 3, by transfer of 
letter from another Baptist 
church. Sarah is currently 
working in our Youth 
Ministry as an academic 
intern.

A Reminder from 
Stephen Ministry

You are invited to join us in Carpenter 
Chapel from 5:00-6:00pm on Sunday,  
February 17, when our senior minister, Jim 
Dant, will offer a church-wide Stephen 
Ministry continuing education presentation 
on the topic of theodicy: A Conversation 
with Job: Why in the World is this 
Happening to Me?
Please enter through the steeple doors.


