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A long time ago in a galaxy far, far 
away….well, a long time ago…
LPs were the dominant musical 
medium. LP (long playing) records 
spun on a record player at 33 
1/3 revolutions per minute (rpm) 
and contained multiple songs on 
each side. Single song records 
spun on the record player at 45 
revolutions per minute (thus, called 
45s) and had one song on each 
side. LPs were eventually replaced 
by 8 track tapes…which were 
eventually replaced by cassettes…
which were eventually replaced 
by CDs (compact discs)….
which were eventually replaced 
by downloaded digital music…
which was eventually replaced by 
streamed music…which is now 
being replaced by…well, LPs. 
We’ve come full circle and are 
once again enjoying the ‘warm, 
crackling sound’ of spinning vinyl.

When it comes to music, LP does 
not have to stand for Long Playing. 
I’d like to shift the acronym 
today. For our purposes, I’d like 
LP to stand for Listening and 
Participating. Music is truly the 
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universal language. In biblical 
literature, it is referenced more 
than prayer, preaching, giving, 
heaven or hell. Everyone enjoys 
music in some form. Some of us 
gravitate to a particular genre: 
rock, classical, blues, jazz, world 
or country. Many are eclectic 
in their appreciation of rhythm, 
sound and lyric. All of us, however, 
have the ability to listen to and/
or participate in the language of 
music. This issue of The Branch is 
meant to give you a glimpse of the 
musical life of First Baptist. I hope 
you’ll read every article. Find those 
days and spaces where you can 
relax and listen to music provided. 
I would challenge you to dream 
of finding a place where you can 
participate in the ministry of music: 
join a choir, play an instrument, 
lead in music education or sing the 
hymns on Sunday.

Listen and participate. It’s the LP of 
music at First Baptist Greenville…
and I hope God delights in all our 
joyful noises.

— Jim

WORSHIP

Sunday,  
February 10, 2019
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Winter Music Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-10;  
Luke 1:5-11

Sermon: Rooted in the Deep
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Fisherman Peter”  
– arr. POWELL 

Guest Artist: Nita Strauss

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to enhance our 

worship space by placing flowers for 
one of our services, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 
ext. 128. The next available dates are 

February 17 and March 17.
The Rooted banner in the Sanctuary 

was created at the Youth Family’s 
Fall Retreat at Rockmont. The Youth 
Family’s theme for this school year is 
“Rooted.” They are on a journey to 
explore what it means to be Rooted 
– in their gifts, in their God, in their 

stories, and in each other as  
Youth Family. 

The cedar root on the baptistry 
belongs to Becky Ramsey. Her father 
pulled it out of a peat bog while doing 
research in Eastern North Carolina in 

the 1970s. It is at least 10,000  
years old.

Reminders
Make Reservations for  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/

Make Reservations for the  
Churchwide Retreat 

March 1-3, 2019 | Downtown Greenville 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

churchwide-retreat/

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=


ASH WEDNESDAY

MARCH 6

BOBBY JO VALENTINE

Music from the Edge
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Nita Strauss has been named #1 Female 
Rock Guitarist in the world. She is 
tour guitarist for Alice Cooper, has 
just released and toured a solo album 
Controlled Chaos, is the first woman to 
have a ‘signature guitar’ produced by 
Ibanez, and on top of all that…she is a 
person of deep faith. Nita will perform 
during our morning worship, as well as 
contribute to the sermon!

WINTER MUSIC SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 10, 10:30AM

NITA STRAUSS

Our theme for Ash Wednesday this year is “From the Ashes.” No one can 
speak or sing to this theme with more grace and empathy than Bobby Jo 
Valentine. Bobby Jo is a California-based singer-songwriter. He is also a recent 
victim of the California wildfires. Having lost his own home in the fire, Bobby Jo 
has been playing benefit concerts across the nation to help other victims of the 
fire. This is a true reflection of his heart. His music is a true reflection of life. 

Pat has enjoyed a long, 
successful career as a 
singer-songwriter. Pat’s 
career began with the Pat 
Terry Band – one of the first 
groups to present what 
later became known as 
Christian Contemporary 
Music. Pat’s band gave us 
early standards like “The 
Wedding Song” and “Home Where I Belong.” He followed 
this chapter of life with a successful Nashville career, 
writing hits like: “A Little too Late to Do the Right Thing 
Now” (Tanya Tucker) and Travis Tritt’s “Help Me Hold On.” 
His newest CD, How Hard It Is to Fly, is a reflection of the 
thoughtful faith he lives today.

SUMMER MUSIC SUNDAY

AUGUST 11, 10:30AM  
(LUNCH CONCERT TO FOLLOW)

PAT TERRY
Riley is an accomplished solo bassist residing 
in California’s San Francisco Bay area. He is a 
graduate of the Berklee School of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts, a student/disciple of the world 

renowned Michael Manring, a 
much sought after instructor 
and an incredibly competent 
composer. His intricate 
knowledge of the instrument, 
technology and music allow 
him to share a ‘jazz and 
world music sound’ that 
draws in the listener and sets 
the perfect mood for a World 
Communion Sunday. 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

OCTOBER 6, 10:30AM

RILEY HAGAN

Kate has become 
one of the most 
celebrated folk/
country singer-songwriters around! Her 
attentiveness to life experience, her search 
for genuine faith and her smooth but edgy 
southern style make her music easy on the 
ears and challenging to the heart. You will 
laugh, you will think, and you will sing along 
to your favorites. You’ll also hear a few new 
tunes from her latest CD, Damn Sure Blue.

ANNUAL 
CHURCH 
RETREAT

MARCH 1-3

KATE 
CAMPBELL
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Music from the Group

The Asheville Youth Choirs is a community choral 
organization sponsored by the Academy for the Arts at First 
Baptist Church of Asheville. The Youth Chorale is a very 
diverse group of 75-80 middle and high school singers, 
reflecting the mission: to traverse the false boundaries of 
school choice, race, family structure, or socio-economic 
status to create beauty and friendship, thereby making a 
more connected, kinder community.

MARCH 24, 10:30AM

ASHEVILLE YOUTH CHORALE

The Furman Singers, the oldest of Furman University’s 
choral ensemble, was founded in 1946 by the late 
DuPre Rhame while he also served as the director 
of music at First Baptist Greenville. In 1979, DuPre 
Rhame (retired in 1970) and the then conductor of 
Singers, Bingham Vick Jr. (conductor of Singers since 
1970), gathered alumni from 1946 until the present 
time for a weekend of fellowship and music. Rhame 
died in 1981, but Vick continued the biennial “Furman 
Singers Reunion” throughout his tenure. Vick retired in 
2010, and the Singers’ current conductor, Hugh Floyd, 
is continuing this tradition. Vick and Floyd will share 
conducting duties.

AUGUST 4, 10:30AM

FURMAN SINGERS ALUMNI CHOIR

The Sanctuary Choir is preparing some especially great music for our worship 
service on February 17 – some old and some new. Handel’s Coronation 
anthems are some of the most beautiful choral sacred music in the repertoire. 
We will sing “Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened,” based on Psalm 89. The 
music is joyful, dance-like and spontaneous – a vivacious song of praise to 
God. Music has the power to fill us with joy and also to bring us peace. Dan 
Forrest’s new composition “Come to Me” is an exceptional invitation to the 
peace that God can bring.

I encourage you to get involved in our music ministry – it can be a tremendous 
source of energy and blessing in your life. Our Sanctuary Choir and children’s 
choirs (for children age 3-grade 5) rehearse on Wednesday evenings, Vocare 
(for students grades 6-12) and Bell Tower Ringers (handbells) on Sunday 
afternoons. Our church also hosts Chicora Voices and the Pride of Greenville 
Gay Men’s Chorus. Find your place of involvement! 

NOTE FROM VIVIAN…
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Care List 
as of 2/4/19

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 

office. Permanent reservations are 
available. Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm. 
Menu 

February 6 
Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes and 

Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad,  
Butter Biscuits, Dessert 

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,  
Veggies and Dip, Fruit, Cookies 

February 13 
Adults: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes 

and Zucchini Bake, Butter Basil Carrots, 
Spinach Salad, Dessert 

Kids: Fish Sticks, Buttered Corn,  
Sweet Potato Fries, Fruit, Cookies

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm      Youth Hang Time and Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Serving Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir   
   Rehearsal

Hospitals
As of 2/4/2019 we are unaware of any 
hospitalized members.

Rehab
Martha Franks: Beverly Greer
Rolling Green: Cathy Ballard, Hazel 
Christian

Returned Home
Joe Leaphart, Marie Clay

Congratulations to...
…Gary and Sarah Guth on the birth of 
a daughter, Caroline Carter Guth, on 
January 24, 2019, in Greenville. Caroline’s 
older brothers are Jackson, Ben and Eli; 
her grandparents in our church are Cydelle 
and Jim Guth.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 4-10 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

February 11-17 
Dylan Rigg 

205-500-2370 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
2/3 4:00-5:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00pm-end of halftime Youth  
  Big Game Party (AYMC)
2/8-9 Winter Retreat for Youth
2/8 5:30-8:00pm Fifth Grade Night:  
  Pizza and SkyZone
2/9-10  Winter Retreat for College   
  Students
2/10 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Nita Strauss, Guest Artist
 11:30am-12:30pm  Vocare   
  Rehearsal (Choir Room)
 11:30am-1:15pm Children’s  
  Ministry Event: Love Lunch with  
  Senior Adults (Fellowship Hall)
2/11-18 Mission Trip to Cuba
2/17 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am-12:30pm  Vocare   
  Rehearsal (Choir Room)
 5:00pm Churchwide Stephen  
  Ministry Continuing Education:  
  Theodicy – Jim Dant (Carpenter  
  Chapel)
2/18 Church Offices Closed in   
 Observance of Presidents’ Day

Financial Needs as of 2/2
$259,615

Receipts of 1/28
$187,567

LIVING GENEROUSLY

A Reminder from Stephen Ministry
You are invited to join us in Carpenter Chapel from 5:00-6:00pm on Sunday,  
February 17, when our senior minister, Jim Dant, will offer a church-wide Stephen 
Ministry continuing education presentation on the topic of theodicy: A Conversation with 
Job: Why in the World is this Happening to Me?
Please enter through the steeple doors.

I am your new 
Academic Intern in 
Ministry! I was born 
and raised in Aiken, 
South Carolina, 
where I received my 
BA in Sociology with 
a concentration in 
Criminology from the 
University of South 
Carolina-Aiken. I 

am currently in my second semester of 
the M.Div program at Gardner-Webb 
School of Divinity in Boiling Springs, 
North Carolina. Growing up in my student 
ministry back home, I was nurtured 
and affirmed in my calling thanks to the 
leadership of Mary Carol. I am beyond 
blessed for this opportunity to share 
in the nurturing and affirming of your 
students here at First Baptist. Thank you 
for giving me the chance to learn and gain 
some meaningful experience within your 
amazing faith community! 

— Sarah Laurence


