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Jesus produced some lasting lines 
during his days here on earth. “Render 
unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things that 
are God’s.” (By the way – interpretive 
moment – everything actually belongs 
to God.) “This is my body broken 
for you.” “If you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you could move 
mountains.” “You are the light of the 
world.” “Blessed are the merciful for 
they shall obtain mercy.” “Do not judge 
lest you be judged.” “No one can serve 
two masters.”  And of course, there 
are many others.  

But what if Jesus had been born in 
the south…you know…our south? I 
wonder what pithy phrases might have 
inhabited his speech? The Sermon on 
the Mount might have been filled with 
expressions like: ‘that dog won’t hunt,’ 
‘if his lips are moving, he’s lying,’ ‘this 
ain’t my first rodeo,’ and ‘he’s running 
around like a chicken with it’s head cut 
off.’  Yep. The teaching of Jesus would 
have sounded a lot different if he’d 
been laid in a manger in rural South 
Carolina. 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Our annual church retreat will be 
held March 1-3, 2019, and our theme 
is ‘Bless Your Heart.’ Rather than 
travel, we will gather at Greenville’s 
Westin Poinsett Hotel downtown for a 
weekend of inspiration, laughter and 
great music. (Rooms are available 
at a ‘retreat rate’ if you want to 
make a staycation of the weekend.) 
Children’s activities will be planned 
at the AYMC so you can drop them 
off and enjoy your time of retreat 
downtown. I will be exploring the 
stories of Jesus from a ‘particularly 
southern point of view’ while singer/
song-writer Kate Campbell delights 
us with her classics (Funeral Food, 
Jesus and Tomatoes, Crazy in 
Alabama) and songs from her new 
album ‘Damn Sure Blue.’ The retreat 
will kickoff with a Friday night party 
at the Westin featuring Cappuccino 
Funk. Sessions will be held Saturday 
morning and afternoon. The retreat 
will end on Sunday morning in the 
sanctuary of First Baptist. For more 
details and registration, log into: 
firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-
retreat/ or call the church office. See 
you there…and bless your heart.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

November 25, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Christ the King Sunday
Baptism

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Revelation 1:4b-8

Sermon: My Kind of King
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “E’en So, Lord Jesus, 

Quickly Come” - MANZ

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of Dr. W.S. Jackson 

Jr. by his family.  

From the Organist...
To read past blog entries, visit 
the Organist’s Blog at http://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-
organists-blog/

— Shelton

Happy Thanksgiving!
In observance of Thanksgiving, 

the Church offices will be closed 
Wednesday through Friday. The AYMC 

will be closed Wednesday through 
Sunday.

Reminders
Make Reservations for  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-
night-supper/

Make Reservations for the  
Churchwide Retreat  

March 1-3, 2019 | Downtown Greenville 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-

retreat/

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-retreat/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-retreat/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/


I’d like you to meet one of our 
personal trainers, Deborah Roper-
Underwood, who is also an RN in the 
ER department of AnMed Cannon in 
Pickens. In 1997 after she had her 
fourth child, she decided it was time 
to get in shape. On her road to losing 
forty pounds, she quickly realized 
being in shape was more than 
outward appearance. It changes your 
attitude. It’s a whole mind and body 
connection. People began seeing 
her transformation and wanted to do 
what she was doing. Several people 
started working out with her, and she 
decided it was time to get certified 
and really help people. She started 
a total body connection class at the 
YWCA in Pickens and Easley which 
grew to 150 people meeting several 
times a week. She also became 
certified in body recall rehabilitation 

which is exercise in and around a 
chair focused on older people that 
need to exercise.

One of her first clients was our 
own Carol Laffitte. She works with 
Deborah twice a week, and in 2013 
both of them joined the AYMC and 
moved their workouts here. We love 
seeing them come in and spend time 
on the walking track or fitness room. 
Carol says the move to the AYMC 
has been wonderful. She loves being 
at her church in a safe, Christian 
environment with friendly people.

Deborah is currently taking new 
clients. She would love to talk to you 
about ways she can help you reach 
your fitness goals. You can reach her 
at 864-201-5546.

— Mittie
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Looking for that perfect Christmas gift?  
Give the gift of FBG apparel!

Several options and color choices are 
available online.

https://firstbaptistgreenville2018.
itemorder.com/sale

Don’t wait – the online store closes 
December 3!

— Jenna
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Limited Time Only
FBG APPAREL STORE
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For interested college students, our Internship 
Committee is now taking applications for our Summer 
2019 Youth Mentoring Team. The program is an 11-
week program that will consist of a college student 
or students who have an interest in assisting with 
all aspects of ministry to youth (grades 6 through 
college). Their primary focus will be on building and 
strengthening relationships within our Youth Family. 
The program is designed to provide an opportunity for 
college students to identify strengths, gifts, interests 
and abilities; invest in this Youth Ministry and its 
members; and help create a sense of trust, respect and 
bond between our youth and youth leaders.

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring Team will be made up of 
one or more college students who have completed, at 
the minimum, their first year of school. The preference 
will go to those college students who have shown 
genuine interest and commitment to the First Baptist 
Greenville Youth Ministry.

For interested college students, our Internship 
Committee is now taking applications for summer 2019 
Youth Mentor Team. Deadline for application is Sunday, 
January 13, 2019.

— Mary Carol

2019 Summer Youth Mentoring Team

The Scholarship Committee of First Baptist Greenville is 
accepting applications from qualified individuals seeking 
financial assistance in pursuing an undergrad, graduate 
or seminary degree. This opportunity is not restricted 
to church members. Friends and loved ones are also 
welcome and encouraged to apply. These scholarships 
are made available through the First Baptist Greenville 
Foundation and funded by the incredible generosity of 
current and former church members. 

Scholarship applications are due to Sarah Carter by 
mail or email no later than Sunday, April 21. Applications can be downloaded on the College page of the church’s 
website - http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/college-ministry/  Note that there are two applications: a first-time 
application and a renewal application for previous recipients. Please complete the appropriate one.

For more information on how you can help support these worthy students through the Foundation, please contact 
Stacey Shinas at stacey.shinas@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

— Sarah and Scholarship Committee 

Know a College or Seminary Student in Need of 
Financial Assistance?

INTERESTED?

Go to www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships for full information and the application.  
Please submit Youth Mentor Applications to the Youth Ministry office no later than Sunday, January 13, 2019. 

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/college-ministry/
mailto:stacey.shinas%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/internships
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must be 
made by noon on Monday by visiting the 

church website or calling the church office. 
Permanent reservations for the 2018-2019 

year are available. Serving lines are  
open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu 
November 21 

No Wednesdays at First Activities 
Happy Thanksgiving!

November 28 
Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad, 

Butter Biscuits, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,  
Veggies and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Care List 
as of 11/19/18

Hospitals
Roger C. Peace: Rusty Browning
Greer Memorial: Pat Stephens

Rehab
Shepherd’s Care: Anne Lindsey

Returned Home
Shelton Ridge Love, Gwen Smith

Sympathy to…
…the family of W. Max Kennedy.
…the family of Virginia Lassiter.
…Jan Smetana and family in the death of 
her brother.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 19-25 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

November 26-December 2 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
11/21-25  AYMC and Church Offices  
    Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
11/25 9:25am First Baptist 101   
  (Carpenter Chapel)
 10:30am Christ the King Sunday
  Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
11/28 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Matt Rollins
11/30-12/3  Vocare to San Francisco, CA
12/1 5:30pm Chicora Voices Holiday  
  Concert – ticketed event   
  (Sanctuary)
12/2 10:30am First Sunday of Advent
  Hanging of the Green
  Stephen Cothran, Proclaimer
 11:30am-2:00pm Children’s  
  Ministry Event: Cocoa & Caroling
 2:00pm Roadrunners Depart for  
  Holiday at Peace
12/4 7:30pm South Carolina   
  Governor’s School for the Arts &  
  Humanities Sinfonia Chamber  
  Orchestra (Sanctuary)

Financial Needs as of 11/17
$2,300,000

Receipts of 11/16
$2,076,400

Lula Whilden Offering 
Receipts as of 11/16 

$59,997

LIVING GENEROUSLY Singing Christmas 
Music!!

Additional opportunities for singing in the 
choir this Advent and Christmas began 
Sunday, November 4. On Sunday mornings 
through the Christmas season, Vivian 
Hamilton will lead choral rehearsals in the 
Choir Room from 9:00-9:30am. If you are 
interested in singing this December, come 
try out this additional rehearsal time! We are 
working on some beautiful music!

Drivers Needed
Residents of Cascades and Rolling Green 
are transported to and from First Baptist 
Greenville on Sunday mornings. We are in 
need of additional drivers to continue this 
needed ministry. Please contact Juli Morrow 
at juli.morrow@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
233-2527 ext. 117.

mailto:juli.morrow%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=

