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I took my last drive across the 
Golden Gate Bridge today. The 1.7 
mile span of steel is an amazingly 
flexible structure. Its arch can bear 
enough weight to vertically drop 15 
feet, and the bridge can horizontally 
sway 27 feet. Typical winds only sway 
the bridge about 3-4 feet...don’t be 
scared. In over eight decades of use, 
the bridge has only been closed three 
times due to weather. Eleven people 
were killed in the construction of the 
bridge. Nineteen others fell during 
construction, but were caught by 
safety nets. It’s been estimated that 
1300 persons have jumped from the 
bridge...twenty-six survived. It’s an 
urban legend that the bridge is painted 
from end to end each year. It is true, 
however, that an end-to-end yearly 
maintenance routine is followed, 
and work is performed as needed. 
The bridge not only connects land 
masses but also helps to dissipate 
the fog that rolls into the bay. Finally, 
the Golden Gate Bridge is the most 
photographed and filmed bridge in the 
world. It has appeared in numerous 
movies including: The Maltese Falcon, 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers, 
Interview with a Vampire and of 
course, The Rock.

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

I’m flying home tomorrow. By the time 
you read this, I will be resettled into 
the life and rhythms of our church. Our 
church is another amazing structure. 
First Baptist Greenville has withstood - 
thrived through - the doctrinal, cultural 
and scientific winds of time. While 
many demand rigidity from the church, 
it’s her sway that keeps her sensitive 
to the wind of God’s Spirit and the 
needs of God’s people. People have 
died for her and lost a sense of life 
when they’ve left her. The church 
demands a lot of maintenance. Our 
254,000 square feet of space will 
always require paint and carpet and 
maintenance. The greater demands, 
however, are the maintenance of 
leadership, education, worship and 
mission, so every year we move 
through the tedious and holy process 
of committee selection, budget 
discussions, solicitation of ministry 
volunteers, and mission planning. 
At our best, we connect people and 
lands and ideas. We dissipate the fog 
that obscures sight and truth, and by 
the way, First Baptist Greenville will 
be featured in a documentary film 
scheduled for release in February, 
2019!

I crossed the Golden Gate Bridge 
today. I’m headed home to First 
Baptist Greenville tomorrow. Iconic 
structures that grace my life and God’s 
world.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

November 11, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Mark 12:38-44,  

Exodus 1:22-2:10
Sermon: Confessions of a  

Post-Sabbatical Pastor
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Love Divine” – GOODALL 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of Rachel 

S. Martin by her friend, Ruth Reid. She 
walked in beauty on earth with us. Now, she 

walks in beauty in Heaven with God.
The flowers on the marble-top table in the 

Narthex are given in loving memory of Anna 
Katherine Akin Armitage by her family.

The flowers on the credenza in the Narthex 
are given in memory of Tom Benston on the 
occasion of his November 9 birthday by his 
loving grandchildren, Lewis and Alice; sons, 

Tommy and Britt; daughters-in-law, Katie and 
Kimberley; and wife, Miriam.  

From the Organist...
To read past blog entries, visit the Organist’s 
Blog at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/ 
— Shelton

Church Conference and 
Baked Potato Bar

Following Worship | November 18
Move from the Sanctuary to the Fellowship 

Hall following worship to enjoy a baked 
potato prepared by the Youth Family as a 

fundraiser for their mission projects. Among 
items to be covered during the church 

conference are the mission and ministry 
plan and reports from the Committee on 
Committees and the Deacon Nominating 

Committee.

Reminders
Make Reservations for  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-
night-supper/

Make Reservations for the  
Churchwide Retreat  

March 1-3, 2019 | Downtown Greenville 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwide-

retreat/

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/


Mark your calendars! Spring is right around the corner! 
The planning and preparation for Inasmuch Day 2019 has 
begun. On Saturday, March 16, 2019, our church family 
will join together to serve our local Greenville community. 
There will be opportunities for all ages and all skill levels to 
participate in community engagement. From landscaping 

and painting, to crafting and caring for others – and of 
course, preparing for the annual church yard sale to benefit 
our Neighborhood Partnership missions – we hope to be 
able to engage with our Greenville community in service 
and fellowship with a variety of projects.  

Please mark your calendars now for this fun and rewarding 
day of service and fellowship. 

Thank you!

— Michael Williamson & Alec McLeod  
2019 Inasmuch Chairs

Operation Inasmuch Day 2019
MARCH 16, 2019
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Our Roadrunners (senior adults) have dusted off their passports and gone 
international. On Saturday afternoon, September 29, forty-six of our senior adults 
returned from a seven-day tour of Toronto and Niagara Falls, Canada. The trip was 
sponsored by Diamond Tours, but our own Reverend Frank Smith did much of the 
planning, coordinating and provisioning of niceties for the trip.

Some of the highlights of the tour were: 

(1) A close-up view of Niagara Falls: The group boarded the “Hornblower,” a ship on 
which they sailed rather closely to the cascading waters of the Falls. At another time, 
many in the group saw the Falls at night in the beauty of varicolored lighting.

(2) A visit to Casa Loma Castle in Toronto: The castle was built by Henry and Mary 
Pellatt in the early twentieth century. The castle is an architectural marvel. Some of 
the floors are covered in Italian marble. At one time the art collection in Casa Loma 

was the most valuable in Canada. One hundred guests could be served in the dining room, and the conservatory had 
bronze doors which cost $10,000 each. 

(3) A visit to a winery, a chocolate factory, an international market and 
museums 

(4) The history of Canada: Much was learned, including the fact that the 
bloodiest battle of the War of 1812 was fought in Niagara Falls, Canada. 

(5) Visits to churches: One church visited was the British Methodist 
Episcopal Church in St. Catherines, Canada. At one time Harriet Tubman 
was a member of the church. She was the American abolitionist who 
became a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad. She made thirteen 
missions in efforts to help free slaves in America. She became known as 
the “Moses of her people.” Another church seen by the group was The 
Living Water Wayside Chapel. It is the smallest church in Canada with a 
seating capacity of nine!

The group had great fellowship. They ate in numerous great restaurants such as “The Secret Garden Restaurant,” and 
they made friendships which will be lasting. Consider joining us on our next trip!

— Bill and Mary Ruth Lacy 
Senior Adult Committee Co-Chairs

Roadrunners Go International
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Guests and visitors, we want to get to know you! We also want you to get to know us. You are invited to 
gather with us for a time of casual conversation and learning each other’s stories in our Fellowship Hall 

immediately following worship on Sunday, 
November 11. This will help you meet some 
of our staff, and it will also help us learn how 
to assist you as you consider making us your 
church family. After a wonderful lunch, there 
will be a brief presentation followed by plenty 
of time for questions and an optional tour of the 
church for those who are interested. Children are 
welcome! 

RSVP at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
or call 864-233-2527 ext. 144. We hope to see 
you then!

— Matt and the Outreach Committee

Visitor Open House and Lunch

Time is marching onward – it is only 52 days 
until Christmas!! Our Flower Guild is scheduling 
workdays to get our worship space, Narthex and 
exterior of our building festive for the season, and 
orders for wreaths and poinsettias have deadlines 
that are quickly approaching. As a faith family, we 
will put the finishing touches on our Sanctuary 
during the Hanging of the Green Service on 
Sunday morning, December 2, when we celebrate 
the symbolism of the decorations.

The decorations are provided by the donations of 
church members. Church members may purchase 
poinsettias to help provide all of our decorations. 
The poinsettias may be given in memory of a 
deceased loved one or in honor of a living person. 
A list of all memorials and honor gifts will be 
published in upcoming editions of the newsletter. 
If you are interested in providing a poinsettia, 
mail the following information and your payment 
(checks payable to First Baptist Church) to me at 
church or drop it off in person. Orders and checks 
($30 each) should be received by next Monday, 
November 12. Note the earlier date this year. 

— Kimberly

Christmas Poinsettias 

Name  
Phone Number 
E-mail Address  
Number of Poinsettias ($30 each)  
In honor of   
In memory of   
I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the 
worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24. 
_____ yes _____ no

Mail to: 
Kimberly Coates 
c/o First Baptist Church 
847 Cleveland Street 
Greenville, SC, 29601

mailto:matt.rollins%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live, 
online, and may be viewed from anywhere 
on the planet using this link: 

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc 
 
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and you will be notified when 
that event goes live. It’s an easy way to 
participate in worship if you cannot be 
here in person, and to share our services 
with others. The links to services are easily 
copied and shared with friends via email, 
text or social media. The video remains 
available online up to 90 days after the 
service.

—Bootie
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must be 
made by noon on Monday by visiting the 

church website or calling the church office. 
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu 
November 7 

Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed 
Vegetables, Salad, Bread, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots,  

Fruit, Cookies

November 14 
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Steamed 

Vegetable Medley, Pineapple Casserole, 
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert 

Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Care List 
as of 11/5/18

Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown: Shelton Ridge 
Love
Greenville Memorial: Max William 
Kennedy

Rehab
NHC- Greenville: Gwen Smith 
Shepherd’s Care: Anne Lindsey

Discharged 
Polly Gaskin (to McCall Hospice House), 
Jake Good, Leonette Neal

Sympathy to…
…the family of Nilaouise Bonner.
…Duke McCall and family in the death of 
his brother.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

November 5-11 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m)
November 12-18 

Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
11/7 4:30-7:00pm Youth Ministry to  
  Thomas McAfee Funeral Home
 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Gentleness
11/11 9:25am First Baptist 101   
  (Clemons Conference Room)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Lunch for Visitors  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 11:30am-2:00pm Children’s  
  Ministry Event: Discipleship  
  Class #1
 11:30am Puerto Rico High   
  School Mission Trip Interest and  
  Commitment Meeting (AYMC)
 3:00-4:30pm Youth Ministry Event:  
  Scholarships and Financial Aid  
  Workshop (AYMC)
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
11/12 11:15am Roadrunners Depart for  
  Lunch at the Tipsy Taco
11/13 8:45am-3:00pm Holy Rollers to  
  Wholesale Grocery in Pelzer and  
  Lunch at Kenny’s Homecooking

Financial Needs as of 11/3
$2,200,000

Receipts of 10/31
$1,990,486

Lula Whilden Offering 
Receipts as of 10/31 

$48,300

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Singing Christmas Music!!
Additional opportunities for singing in the choir this Advent and Christmas began 
Sunday, November 4. On Sunday mornings through the Christmas season, Vivian 
Hamilton will lead choral rehearsals in the Choir Room from 9:00-9:30am. If you are 
interested in singing this December, come try out this additional rehearsal time! We are 
working on some beautiful music!

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

