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Wynn Again...

WORSHIP
Sunday,
November 4, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary
All Saints Sunday

Proclaimer: Baxter Wynn

Scripture: Psalm 121, Romans 14:8
Sermon: What Happens on the
Camino…

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Bootie Cothran

Anthem: “The Road Home” – PAULUS

Sanctuary Flowers

The cross mounted at the entrance to the
Columbarium is from the prayer garden of
Jim Neal. It, along with the flowers in the
church today, are given by his family in
loving memory of his life.

From the Organist...
To read past blog entries, visit
the Organist’s Blog at http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organistsblog/
— Shelton

Advent Poinsettias

Send the following to:
Kimberly Coates
First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland St. 29601
Number of poinsettias:
Payment: $30 each
Honor of ___________
Memory of ___________
Name:
Email or Phone:

Deadline: November 12
For more info, contact kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

“WALKING IS A WAY OF CONNECTING, OF FEELING OUR FEET
ON THE GROUND, A VERY ORDINARY AND YET SURPRISINGLY
SPIRITUAL THING.”
			— Diana Butler Bass, Grounded: Finding
			God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution

In January, 2017, I received an email
from a longtime friend named Steve.
He sent the email to me and to another
longtime friend named Allen. Steve’s
email to us was an invitation to join him in
walking the Camino de Santiago. Here’s
a portion of Steve’s email:
The Camino is a centuries old Christian
pilgrimage across northern Spain ending
in Santiago at the Cathedral of St. James.
The route I hope to take is the traditional
one, starting just over the French border,
crossing the northern Pyrenees, and then
across northern Spain to Santiago. It’s
about 500 miles. It’s not backpacking.
We’d stay at hostels or small inns each
night which provide the essentials - beds,
bathrooms, food and wine. We’d carry
small packs with clothes and personal
items.
After taking a few days to learn more
about the Camino, both Allen and
I enthusiastically accepted Steve’s
invitation. After months of preparation,
Steve, Allen and I began walking the
Camino on September 18th, 2017.
The Camino de Santiago is known in
English as the Way of St. James. The
New Testament refers to James, son
of Zebedee, as one of the disciples of
Jesus, along with his brother, John.
Though not referenced in the Bible, the
story is that James preached in the area
of what is now northern Spain. At some
point he returned to Jerusalem, which
turned out to be a fatal mistake because
he was beheaded by Herod. (His
martyrdom is mentioned in
Acts 22.) After James was martyred,

legend has it, his body was taken back
to Spain and eventually laid to rest in the
Cathedral de Santiago, which was built in
the 11th and 12th centuries.
Most days, we got up around 5:30 and
tried to start walking by 7:00. We had
breakfast, which usually consisted of
coffee and some kind of sweet roll, which
we would find at a small cafe before
hitting the trail. The average distance
we walked was around 15 miles a day.
Along the way, we saw views that can
only be described as majestic and aweinspiring, but we also walked through
industrial areas and a few large cities.
The majority of our walking was in open
countryside, or through small farming
villages with fields of sunflowers, corn,
vegetables, grapes, cattle, sheep, goats
and chickens.
In her excellent book, “Grounded,”
Diana Butler Bass writes, “Walking is
a way of connecting, of feeling our feet
on the ground, a very ordinary and yet
surprisingly spiritual thing.”
Steve, Allen and I definitely found
walking—just plain walking—to be a
“surprisingly spiritual thing.”
I am grateful for Jim Dant’s invitation
to tell some stories and share some
reflections from my Camino experience.
It is especially meaningful to me to be
able to do so on All Saints Sunday as our
church family grieves and gives thanks
for those members who have died over
the previous year.
— Baxter Wynn

Reminders
Make Reservations for the
Churchwide Retreat

March 1-3, 2019 | Downtown Greenville
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/churchwideretreat/

Make Reservations for
Wednesday Night Supper

Enjoy Family Time
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdaynight-supper/

MISSIONS

Lula Whilden and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of South Carolina
For the past 25 years, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of South Carolina (CBFSC) has been
leading efforts into some of South Carolina’s most
destitute areas, most of which are not more than
3 hours away from Greenville. It has successful
community development initiatives in Allendale and
Metanoia, and disaster relief teams ready to mobilize
when called.
Metanoia is discovering and growing
assets to create sustainable change
in their neighborhoods by working
alongside its own residents – the
ones who know firsthand the
areas of opportunity and need in
their community. Metanoia’s first
initiative was the Young Leaders,
a leadership-based afterschool
program for elementary students. It
has since expanded to both middle
and high school students – called
Civic Leaders. Both the Young and
Civic Leaders work year-round to
build their character, to commit
to excellence and to exhibit the
presence of a leader. Visit http://
www.pushingforward.org/ to learn
more about Metanoia.

The incredible work of CBFSC
reminds us that field personnel don’t
just exist halfway around the world.
There are dedicated individuals and
organizations working right here in
our own communities to spread the
message of God’s love. As CBFSC
is a direct beneficiary of the Lula
Whilden World Missions Offering,
portions of all donations stay right
here in South Carolina. When these
local efforts are combined with the
national and international work from
CBF and the Alliance of Baptists, it
demonstrates how our commitment
to missions funding is impacting
1000s of lives.

As we celebrate Lula Whilden
throughout the month of October,
please remember to include this
important offering in your giving
plans. On average, about 30%
of the First Baptist congregation
makes a donation. Just think what
we could do if all members made
a contribution – no amount is too
small to be put towards these
worthy causes.
— Ryan Dennis, Lula Whilden Task
Force Chair

CHURCH LIFE

First Baptist 101
A NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES FOR NEWCOMERS
This series is for guests, visitors and brand new members who want to
take a deeper look into the life of the church here at First Baptist. We
will meet in the Clemons Conference Room which is located on the
Heritage Hallway, across the rotunda stairwell on the same level as the
Sanctuary (except for the November 18 session which will be in the
Carpenter Chapel). Coffee will be available in the room at 9:15am, and
we will begin at 9:25am. For more information about this class, contact
me at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com
— Matt

November 4

“The B Word: A Discussion
about Being Baptist at
First Baptist” – led by
Matt Rollins (Clemons
Conference Room)

November 11

“Small Groups and
Participation at First
Baptist” – led by Matt
Rollins (Clemons
Conference Room)

November 18

“God at Work at First
Baptist” – led by Jim Dant
(Carpenter Chapel)

November 25

“Serving, Volunteering and
Joining at First Baptist”
– led by Matt Rollins
(Clemons Conference
Room)

Church Picnic
CHURCH LIFE

Enjoy a few pictures from the church
picnic. The temperature was nice, the
banana pudding was delicious and a
good time was had by all. If you were
not in attendance this year, be sure
to put it on your calendar for 2019.
No one should miss out on the fun!

October 29-November 4
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
November 5-11
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Care List

as of 10/29/18
Hospitals
St. Francis-Downtown: Shelton Ridge
Love, Gwen Smith
Greenville Memorial: Max William
Kennedy

Rehab

Shepherd’s Care: Anne Lindsey

Brushy Creek Rehab & Healthcare
(formerly The Cottages): Leonette Neal

Discharged

Wesley Smith

Sympathy to…

…Carroll Rushing and family in the death
of his son.

Congratulations to…
…Josh and Rebecca Gault on the birth of
a son, Hudson Thomas Gault, born
October 22, 2018. Hudson’s older siblings
are Sadie and Evan. His grandparents in
our church are Billy and Nancy Carpenter
and Billy and Cleo Crank. Hudson’s greatgrandparents in our church are Bill and
Anne Carpenter.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

November 7
Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed
Vegetables, Salad, Bread, Dessert
Kids: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots,
Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 10/27
$2,150,000
Receipts of 10/26
$1,944,200
Lula Whilden Offering
Receipts as of 10/26
$44,952

Menu

October 31
There are no Wednesdays at First activities
except Sanctuary Choir rehearsal. Return
next week on November 7 for Wednesday
Supper.

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Required reservations for the meal must be
made by noon on Monday by visiting the
church website or calling the church office.
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

10/31 No Wednesdays at First Activities
except Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
11/2 10:30am First Friday Lunch and
		More
11/4 9:25am
First Baptist 101 		
		 (Clemons Conference Room)
10:30am All Saints Sunday
		Communion
		 Baxter Wynn, Guest Proclaimer
11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
		Room)
5:00pm
Stephen Ministry 		
		 Churchwide Event: Helping a
		 Grieving Friend (Carpenter
		Chapel)
5:00pm
LGBTQ and Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)
11/7 Wednesdays at First
MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the
Spirit – Gentleness
4:30-7:00pm Youth Ministry to
		 Funeral Home
11/11 9:25am
First Baptist 101 		
		 (Clemons Conference Room)
10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30am Lunch for Visitors
		 (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!
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Singing Christmas
Music!!
Additional opportunities for singing in
the choir this Advent and Christmas
are beginning Sunday, November 4. On
Sunday mornings from November 4
through the Christmas season, Vivian
Hamilton will lead choral rehearsals in the
Choir Room from 9:00-9:30am. If you are
interested in singing this December, come
try out this additional rehearsal time! We
are working on some beautiful music!

A Reminder from
Stephen Ministry
You are invited to join us in Carpenter
Chapel from 5:00-6:00pm this Sunday,
November 4, when Jonathan Brown will
offer a church-wide Stephen Ministry
continuing education presentation:
Helping a Grieving Friend. This
presentation will offer suggestions
for knowing how to authentically and
meaningfully befriend and minister to
family members and friends in a time of
grief and loss. Please enter through the
steeple doors.

