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What comes to mind when you read the 
following words: Calendar planning? 
Budgets? Committee meetings – 
Finance, Property, Personnel, Committee 
on Committees, etc.? (We have a lot of 
committees!) Hiring policies? Personnel 
policies? Conflict resolution? 

If you are anything like me, these are not 
topics that peak your interest and push 
you to the edge of your seat. These are 
not the topics that I would associate with 
my call to ministry either, yet these are 
all topics of one area that is an essential 
and unavoidable aspect of church 
ministry – administration. 

When it comes to other areas of church 
ministry – preaching, worship, pastoral 
care, teaching – there are moments in 
my life when I sensed God calling me to 
those areas. There are what some would 
call “aha” moments. I have experienced 
administration, on the other hand, as 
more of an “ugh” moment, as in, “Ugh, 
meetings…”, “Ugh, another issue to 
handle…”, “Ugh, another conversation 
about building issues…” 

The other areas of church ministry are 
typically seen to be far more theologically 
and pastorally significant, too. After all, 
in seminary there isn’t a “Theology of 
Committees” or “Pastoral Personnel 
Policies” course. 

When I was told that during the first three 
months of the residency program I would 
be working in the area of administration, 
I’m sure you can guess what I said to 
myself; however, as I began working 
in the area of administration, I began 
to realize something that struck me. 

Administration is primarily about 
listening. It is about listening to the 
hopes and dreams of the people on 
committees. It is about listening to what 
other staff persons enjoy about their 
ministry and role in the church. It is about 
listening to the congregation as whole. It 
is about listening to the Spirit that speaks 
in our midst. 

Now there is something of both 
theological and pastoral significance, 
for in listening, we must truly be present 
to one another and suspend our own 
precious presuppositions. Listening puts 
you in a place of vulnerability because 
you can no longer insist that your 
perspective is the perspective. Listening 
forces us to admit that there is greater 
wisdom found collectively than in our 
own isolated corners of experience. 
Listening demands that one assume 
a posture of humility and eschew 
haughtiness. When we genuinely listen, 
we express to others their inherent value 
as one bearing the image of God. 

Listening is certainly something of both 
theological and pastoral significance. 
It is significant not only for those doing 
church administration, but for all who are 
“citizens of heaven” (Philippians 3:20). 

I encourage you to listen closely this 
week. If you do, maybe you will see that 
listening is not an “ugh” moment, but can 
be an “aha” moment of both earthly and 
eternal significance, and couldn’t we all 
benefit from an “aha” moment such as 
that?

— Dylan 

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

October 21, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Proclaimer: Johnny Pierce
Scripture: Mark 6:30-44

Sermon: Compassion beyond 
Convenience

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “Sing to the Lord a Joyful 

Song” – GOEMANNE 
Soloist: Ivano Ascari, trumpet

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in 
loving memory of Lois Sutton, Jay Steven 

Sutton, Clara and O. W. Sutton  
by the family. 

From the Organist...
I am so honored and excited to be 

accompanying Ivano Ascari this Sunday. 
There is no new blog post this week, but I 
will be back to writing next week. To read 
past blog entries, visit the Organist’s Blog 

at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-
organists-blog/  

— Shelton

Reminders
Make Reservations for  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-
night-supper/

Make Reservations for  
the Churchwide Retreat  

March 1-3, 2019 
Downtown Greenville 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
churchwide-retreat/

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/


A core component of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF) mission is placement of field personnel in more than 
30 countries and regions across the globe. These amazing 
leaders are serving the most impoverished and marginalized 
communities in places like Kiev, Ukraine; Harding, Ethiopia; 
and Bass, Cambodia; but also Raleigh, NC; Houston, TX; 
and Atlanta, GA. The CBF field personnel represent one of 
the main reasons the Lula Whilden World Missions Offering 
was created and why it is so important that the entire 
congregation continues to support it each year.

Missy Ward-Angalla serves as a CBF field personnel in Kampala, Uganda, where she is the refugee women’s 
advocacy coordinator for Refuge and Hope International. Many of you have had the opportunity to meet and listen 
to Missy’s powerful story during one of her visits to our church. Missy and her team service more than 1,000 urban 
refugees annually, working to holistically empower them through discipleship, leadership, education and development 
opportunities and walking alongside them as they rebuild their lives. To learn more about Missy and other CBF field 
personnel, visit here http://www.cbf.net/field-personnel-list/ 

Lula Whilden donations can be made through the end of the year. Please remember CBF, along with the Alliance of 
Baptists and CBFSC, is directly impacted by your generosity. No amount is too small to be put towards these worthy 
causes.

— Ryan Dennis, Lula Whilden Task Force Chair

Lula Whilden and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
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Kom ons gaan! Let’s Go! Do you know where Limpopo is? Neither did we until recently, 
and we look forward to learning more about the area and experiencing it firsthand when we 
travel to South Africa next July. If you have been following our church’s partnership with the 
Tutudesk project, you know we raised funds to purchase 1060 portable desks for students 
in South Africa. We recently learned that our desks will be given to students in three schools 
in the Limpopo region near Johannesburg. Just as Greenville is situated in the northwest 
corner of our state and neighbors North Carolina and northern Georgia, Limpopo is the most 
northwestern region of South Africa and is bordered by Zimbabwe and Botswana.

What will the desks we provide look like? Our children and day school 
students have submitted their design suggestions, and we can’t wait to 
see the final product in a few months. Even more exciting than seeing 
the final desk design will be meeting the students who will use the desks! 
If you would like to be part of the team to deliver desks next July, we 
invite you to an informational session on Sunday, November 18. We will 
gather in the Media Center immediately following the church conference. 
Tentative trip dates are July 12-19, 2019, and we will provide details 
about cost and itinerary at the meeting. While it is not necessary for you 
to register for the informational session, it would help us plan for seating 
and materials. If you can’t attend on November 18 but want to be on a 
list to receive information, please contact either of us at jenna.manning@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or laura.stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com  To learn 
more about Tutudesk and the impact it is making on children’s literacy 
development and overall academic performance, visit www.tutudesk.org.

— Jenna and Laura

Tutudesk Delivery

http://www.cbf.net/field-personnel-list/
mailto:jenna.manning%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:jenna.manning%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:aura.stout%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://www.tutudesk.org
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The Bell Tower Ringers, First Baptist Greenville’s handbell 
choir, is excited to be part of the Music Ministry and make 
joyful noises to the Lord! Our group is composed of adults 
of all ages with various handbell ringing experiences. Led by 
Josh Harrington, we are challenged each rehearsal to not only 
work on the actual skills of reading the music and playing the 
correct notes, but also to utilize multiple bell techniques in 
ways that make playing and listening to our music interesting 
and moving. We are honored by the opportunities to play 
during worship services. If you have musical experience and 
would like to try your hand(s) at ringing, we would love to 
talk to you about the fun we have when we get together! We 
rehearse on Sunday evenings from 6-7pm. Contact Josh at 
803-312-3744 for more information.

— Julie Treu, Bell Tower Ringers

Ring in Some Fun!

Believe it or not, it is only 71 days until Christmas!! Our Flower Guild is scheduling 
workdays to get our worship space, Narthex and exterior of our building festive for 
the season, and orders for wreaths and poinsettias have deadlines that are quickly 
approaching. As a faith family, we will put the finishing touches on our Sanctuary 
during the Hanging of the Green Service on Sunday morning, December 2, when 
we celebrate the symbolism of the decorations.

The decorations are provided by the donations of church members. Church 
members may purchase poinsettias to help provide all of our decorations. The 
poinsettias may be given in memory of a deceased loved one or in honor of a 
living person. A list of all memorials and honor gifts will be published in upcoming 
editions of the newsletter. If you are interested in providing a poinsettia, mail the 
following information and your payment (checks payable to First Baptist Church) 
to me at church or drop it off in person. Orders and checks should be received by 
Monday, November 12. Note the earlier date this year. 

— Kimberly

Christmas Poinsettias

Name  
Phone Number 
E-mail Address  
Number of Poinsettias ($30 each)  
In honor of   
In memory of   
I will pick up my poinsettia immediately following the 
worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24. 
_____ yes _____ no

Mail to: 
Kimberly Coates 
c/o First Baptist Church 
847 Cleveland Street 
Greenville, SC, 29601
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must be 
made by noon on Monday by visiting the 

church website or calling the church office. 
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu 
October 17 

Adults: Pulled Roast Beef au Jus, Corn 
Casserole, Seasoned Green Beans, 

Heirloom Tomato Salad, Rolls, Dessert 
Kids: Meatballs, Mac and Cheese,  

Fruit, Cookies

October 24 
Adults: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Pasta with Marinara, Salad, Italian Green 

Beans, French Bread, Dessert 
Kids: Mini-Pizza, Mac and Cheese,  

Fruit, Cookies

Care List 
as of 10/15/18

Hospitals
As of 10/15/18, there are no hospitalized 
members of whom we are aware.

Rehab
NHC-Mauldin: Charles Douglass
Shepherd’s Care: Anne Lindsey

Discharged 
Cathy Ballard, John Aiken, Nina Martin

Congratulations to…
...Courtney Tollison and Sean Hartness 
on the birth of a son, Gladden Charles 
Tollison Hartness, on October 1, 2018. 
Gladden’s older sister is Eugenia. His 
grandparents in our church are Mary Lou 
and Pat Hartness and Dave and Linda 
Tollison.

Sympathy to…
…Anne and Mike Bouchillon and family in 
the death of their daughter.
…the family of Charles Schwiers.
Correction: A sympathy was incorrectly 
listed last week. The corrected sympathy 
is to Annette Cline and family in the death 
of her brother-in-law.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 15-21 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
October 22-28 

Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
10/14-21   Host United Ministries   
 Interfaith Hospitality Network  
 Guests
10/14 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 4:00pm Church Picnic at Home  
  of Mary Lou and Pat Hartness
10/15 8:00am Roadrunners Depart for  
  Lunch at Daniel Boone   
  Inn (Boone, NC)
10/17  Wednesdays at First
  MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
  Spirit – Goodness
10/21 10:30am Johnny Pierce, Guest  
  Proclaimer
 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
10/24  Wednesdays at First
  MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
  Spirit – Faithfulness
10/27 10:00am SEE: Yes and! (Parlor)
10/28 9:30am Protecting Our Children
 10:30am Reformation Sunday
  Johnny Pierce, Guest Proclaimer
 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)

Financial Needs as of 10/13
$2,050,000

Receipts of 10/10
$1,871,497

Lula Whilden Offering 
Receipts as of 10/10 

$40,246

LIVING GENEROUSLY Ivano Ascari
Sunday Soloist

Ivano Ascari is the 
trumpet soloist for our 
worship service this 
Sunday. Mr. Ascari is an 
Italian trumpet virtuoso 
known internationally 

as a soloist and a specialist in new music 
for trumpet. He is professor of trumpet at 
the Conservatories of Trento and Riva del 
Garda, Italy. As a Pathways Guest Artist, 
Ascari will present a recital accompanied 
by our own Vivian Hamilton on Tuesday, 
October 16, 7:30pm, at the South 
Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts 
and Humanities (SCGSAH). At 8:00pm 
on October 19, he will present a recital at 
Furman University in Daniel Recital Hall. 
Ascari will also be in concert with the 
SCGSAH Wind Ensemble at the Peace 
Center at 7:30pm on October 23. (The 
performance is free, but reservations may 
be made at the Peace Center box office.)


