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Every week or two, I hear about a church 
member who has muddled his or her way 
through one of life’s painful transitions 
without notifying the church. That means 
we were not able to offer them the pastoral 
care they were supporting through 
their prayers and funding through their 
offerings. Maybe they just wanted privacy, 
which is their prerogative, but often they 
tell me that they did not know that help was 
available through the church.

There is also a trend in churches away 
from providing pastoral care, hospital visits, 
counseling services, senior care, and 
end-of-life preparation. Some no longer 
provide funerals and memorial services for 
the members. Our commitment to pastoral 
care is one of the things that makes First 
Baptist unique.

Taken together, it’s clear that we should 
never assume that everyone knows what 
pastoral care looks like, especially when 
you consider that it’s usually invisible to 
the average Sunday worshipper. Most of 
it is interpersonal, often it is confidential, 
and we don’t advertise our services. Our 
challenge, therefore, is to make sure that 
everyone knows about the ministries we 
provide.

Did you know… that every week a minister 
is “on call” for pastoral emergencies, that 
a minister visits our hospitalized members 
every weekday, and that a twelve-member 
team of ministers — our “Care and 
Concern Team”— meets every Tuesday 
morning to pray for the needs of the 
church?

Did you know… that your ministers make 
regular visits to home-bound members 
and residents of assisted living facilities, 
provide counseling and counseling 
referrals, perform weddings and funerals, 

and host Pastoral Care events like 
marriage enrichment, end-of-life and 
funeral planning, and grief support?

I implore you not to deny yourself the 
pastoral care you need. You have nothing 
to lose and so much to gain by asking, 
seeking and knocking – but that’s not 
all. Part of the journey to spiritual health 
and wholeness is discovering ways to 
return the gift of ministry to others. At 
some point, the greatest need we have 
is the need to share the ministry we have 
received. 

Did you know… that 26 of your fellow 
church members are specially trained 
Stephen Ministers who walk alongside 
people managing some of life’s 
toughest transitions: grief, divorce, 
vocational change, doubt, despair or 
disillusionment? Did you know they meet 
weekly, participate in continuing education, 
and provide ministry materials to people 
who need them?

Did you know… that we have an even 
larger Ministry to Families Committee 
that provides visitors to home-bound 
members? Did you know that church 
volunteers make Wednesday night supper 
deliveries, bereavement meal deliveries, 
and flower deliveries? We have church 
volunteers who provide transportation 
to doctor appointments and to Sunday 
worship. Some of our members minister 
through knitting prayer shawls, making 
wood carvings for prayer aids, and 
meeting in an intercessory prayer group.  

Now that you know, how can we better 
support you – or how would you like to 
contribute to the caring give-and-take that 
is Pastoral Care? Call me!

— Kyle

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

October 7, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

World Communion Sunday
Proclaimer: Johnny Pierce

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Sermon: Memorial Gifts

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “The Music of Creation”  

– LOVE 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in our Sanctuary on 
Sunday, September 30, were given 
in honor of Bert and Nancy Strange 
in celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary on September 28, by 
Tedd, Anne, Mason and Katy Garner; 
John, Danielle and Elaina Strange; 
and Mark Strange. 
If you would like to provide flowers 
for our Sanctuary this Sunday, please 
contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
233-2527 ext. 128.   

From the Organist...
A couple of weeks ago, I wrote about 
how much I enjoy praising God 
through music. This Sunday, I am 
especially looking forward to this, as I 
will be able to accompany the choir in 
singing an anthem that I composed. I 
am excited to share the story behind 
the composition with you, and I 
truly want all the glory to go to God 
who gives us the gifts with which 
and for which we worship. For more 
information on the music during our 
worship services, read the Organist’s 
Blog at http://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/the-organists-blog/ 

— Shelton

Reminders
Make Reservations for 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesday-night-

supper/

Make Reservations for the 
Churchwide Retreat  

March 1-3, 2019 
Downtown Greenville 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/churchwide-retreat/

Church Picnic  
October 14, 4:00pm 

Home of Mary Lou and  
Pat Hartness 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/annual-church-picnic/
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Did you know that 
during each month of 
the school year, our 
church’s Children’s 
Ministry plans a fun 
fellowship activity for 
elementary school aged 
kids? We’ve already 

enjoyed a Movie and Pizza Night at the AYMC, and our 
next event happens after church on October 7, when we’ll 
eat lunch together and then board the bus for a trip to 
Denver Downs, where we’ll climb haystacks, navigate a 
corn maze, pet goats, take a hayride, swing from ropes, 
bowl with pumpkins and have a great time! (Sign up at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/denverdowns through 
October 3!) 

These events may look like fun and games (and they are), 
but they’re so much more! Children are always welcome 
to invite friends from school or their neighborhood – the 
more, the merrier in our community! When we spend time 
with our church friends, we build a strong family that will 
support us as we learn together how to live like Jesus 
taught us. We won’t have to worry if we will know anyone 

in Sunday school or Camp Prism or Children on Mission 
because we’ve already eaten pizza together or shared a 
ride on the church bus. Not only do our friendships make 
our elementary years more fun, but they follow us into the 
youth department and beyond! 

Each monthly fellowship event also includes a missions 
focus, reminding us how fun it is to be generous. During 
September, we brought cans of fruit for United Ministries, 
and for our trip to Denver Downs, we’ll collect squeezable 
jelly and 14-ounce containers of peanut butter for Mission 
Backpack. Our kids aren’t alone in their giving. Parents 
donate their time and care to chaperone, and they 
contribute to the meals we share together. As they do, they 
get to know their children’s friends and provide all our kids 
more adults to cheer them on.

As you hear about our trips this year to go bowling or see 
a hockey game, to go caroling or skating, to enjoy a Love 
Lunch with our older church friends or hike the Swamp 
Rabbit Trail, know that we aren’t just having fun. We’re 
learning and growing and laughing together, and that’s a 
holy thing worth celebrating!

— Becky

So Much More than Fun and Games!
C

H
IL

DR
EN

Join us for our Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, 
October 14, at 4:00pm at the home of Pat and 
Mary Lou Hartness, 300 Smith Road Greenville, 
SC 29615. Be sure to bring games and lawn 
chairs. We will have barbecue and chicken with 
all the fixin’s, including banana pudding for 
dessert. 

The picnic will cost $12/per youth or adult (6th 
grade and older) and $5/per child (5th grade and 
under).

Our church picnic is FREE for church guests; 
please contact Matt Rollins (matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) for details.

Our church picnic will be a great event full of 
fellowship and fun, so come on out – and bring a 
guest!

— Mary Carol

Time for Fun!

Come and enjoy music, hay rides, firetrucks  
and great food! 

What to bring? Lawn chairs and tailgate games

Visit here to make reservations and payment for meals  
by Sunday, October 7! 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/
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This month marks the beginning of the 8th Annual Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering. This is a time of focus on the incredible 
work of our affiliates – Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina and Alliance 
of Baptists – and to help fund their field personnel and the other 
initiatives around the world. Last year’s collection raised over 
$129,000. We are again looking forward to our Children’s Bank 
collection as well as other special offerings throughout the season.  

The three core values of the Alliance of Baptists are theological 
home, pursuit of God’s justice and partnership in mission. The Alliance has 37 Active Hope Ministry Partners – 
relationships built on friendship and understanding – that receive grants each year to support their individual ministries 
in both international and domestic communities. One of these partners is AMOS Health and Hope in Nicaragua where 
80% of the rural population makes less than $2 a day and suffers from malnutrition and poor health. AMOS seeks to 
increase access to health care for the poor and helps them own and manage their own health care clinics to treat and 
prevent the most common illnesses. To learn more about AMOS and their other partners, visit www.allianceofbaptists.
org/partners/hope-building-partners.  

As we celebrate Lula Whilden throughout the month of October, please remember to include this important offering in 
your giving plans. On average, about 30% of the First Baptist congregation makes a donation. Just think what we could 
do if all members made a contribution – no amount is too small to be put towards these worthy causes.

— Ryan Dennis, Lula Whilden Task Force Chair

Lula Whilden and the Alliance of Baptists

You may find it hard to believe that it has been seven years since First Baptist and Nicholtown Missionary Baptist 
Churches formed a partnership to provide a Trunk or Treat experience for the children from Nicholtown and First Baptist 
Greenville. For the last several years we have served over one thousand children from the trunks of First Baptist and 
Nicholtown Baptist members. The church-wide missions focus for October is collecting candy for Trunk or Treat that will 
happen on Sunday, October 28, 5:00-7:00pm in the Phillis Wheatley Community Center parking lot. Please bring your 
donations to the church during October and place in the collection boxes located throughout the church. In addition 
to treats, we also need about fifty trunks filled with goodies and someone to pass them out to the eager children. You 
may want to decorate your trunk, but it is not necessary. You are encouraged to come out and enjoy a fun evening of 
fellowship and service in Nicholtown. We’d love to hear from you if you can provide a trunk.

Last year, Kristy Way collected costumes for the children in Nicholtown, 
and this year she and Tess Camp are collecting them. They have already 
collected over thirty costumes. New or gently used costumes can be brought 
to the church and placed in the collection boxes throughout the buildings 
or dropped off at Frank Smith’s office by the end of the day on Wednesday, 
October 24. Our goal is to have a large number of costumes available from 
which children can choose on Thursday, October 25, at the Phillis Wheatley 
Community Center. 

This year there are three ways to be involved in our partnership. You can 
provide candy for the event, provide costumes for the children in Nicholtown or 
provide a trunk on October 28 to ensure all of our children have a safe, fun-filled 
evening of fellowship with our neighbors. Find your Fall spirit and do all three! 

— Frank

Focus on Missions
TRUNK OR TREAT

Halloween Costume Collection
Nicholtown Child and Family Collaborative is asking for gently used 

Halloween Costumes for children ages birth to adult*. 
Costumes will be given to families in Nicholtown on Thursday, October 25.  

Visit our webpage www.nicholtownchildandfamily.org for more information

* Appropriate adult costumes for older children

http://www.allianceofbaptists.org/partners/hope-building-partners
http://www.allianceofbaptists.org/partners/hope-building-partners
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Introducing...
Hayden Boehmer, 11 Seabrook Ct., 

Greenville 29607, joined 
FBG during worship on 
Sunday, September 23, 
by profession of faith 
and requesting baptism. 
Hayden’s parents are 
Judson and Molly 
Boehmer.

WE’RE BAAAAACK!
The Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
has begun for the new year. All men of the 
church are invited to join us on the Terrace 
Level of the AYMC at 6:30 each Wednesday 
morning as we study and reflect on the 
weekly readings from the Revised Common 
Lectionary.

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must be 
made by noon on Monday by visiting the 

church website or calling the church office. 
Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu 
October 3 

Adults: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted Potatoes 
and Zucchini Bake, Butter  

Basil Carrots, Spinach 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Veggies 

and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

October 10 
Adults: Chicken Pot Pie, Rice, Fried Apples, 

Salad, Dessert 
Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 

Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Care List 
as of 10/1/18

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Charles Schwiers, 
Charles Douglass
St. Francis-Downtown: Ellen Kish,  
Laura Hamilton

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Nina Martin

Discharged 
Ellen Kish, Laura Hamilton, Jordan Coates, 
Diane Reynolds

Sympathy to…
…the family of Al Rampey. 
…Doug Tate and family in the death of his 
aunt. 
…Adrienne Burris and family in the death of 
her brother. 
…the family of Bill Lewis. 
…Priest Fuller and family in the death of his 
brother. 
…Miriam Benston and family in the death of 
her sister. 
…Ann Bible Batson and family in the death 
of her brother. 
…Zach Humphrey and family in the death of 
his uncle.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

October 1-7 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)
October 8-14 

Kendra Plating 
828-208-1313 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
10/3 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Patience
10/5 10:30am First Friday Lunch and  
  More (Fellowship Hall)
 2:50pm Sanctuary Choir in  
  Concert for SC American   
  Choral Directors Association Fall  
  Conference (Charleston, SC)
10/7 10:30am World Communion  
  Sunday
  Johnny Pierce, Guest Proclaimer
 11:30am-4:00pm Children’s  
  Ministry Event: Denver Downs
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth (AYMC)
 6:30pm Blessing of the Pets  
  (Remembrance Garden Prayer  
  Labyrinth)
10/8-11/12   Mondays   3:30-4:45pm                                                                                                  
 Weekly Grief Support Group (Prayer  
 Room)
10/10 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Kindness

Financial Needs as of 9/29
$1,950,000

Receipts of 9/24
$1,799,436

LIVING GENEROUSLY

ACDA Choir
The Sanctuary Choir will be in concert at 
2:50pm on October 5, at St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church in Charleston. The concert 
will be followed by a reception at Embassy 
Suites Atrium. The bus still has some 
available seats. Come and join us! 

For more information, contact Kimberly 
Coates at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com 

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=

