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It has been said that absence makes 
the heart grow fonder. I would add that 
absence makes the system stronger. A 
couple of weeks and Rustlings articles 
ago, I delineated for you the ways I 
will benefit from a time of sabbatical. I 
presented my path toward enhanced 
physical, psychological and spiritual 
health. I delayed mentioning, however, 
the ways in which my sabbatical will 
benefit you. It was not an over-sight; I 
simply knew I’d need material for this 
week’s article…so I saved it. 

First, at the beginning of November, 
you will receive a refreshed Senior 
Minister. Over the last four-plus years, 
I’ve slowed down in some areas of my 
work, allowed extraneous issues to 
encroach upon my work, and slid into 
a few non-productive ruts. It happens 
over time. I say ‘yes’ to this and skip 
that and let a priority slide off the front 
burner. Everything continues to move 
along in an acceptable way, but it’s 
not my best. After sabbatical, you will 
enjoy a Senior Minister with regained 
focus, energy and enthusiasm. That’s 
a benefit to you.

You will also have the opportunity to 
hear another voice during sabbatical. 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

It has been jokingly – probably 
accurately – said, ministers only have 
about five sermons; they simply find 
a hundred different ways to preach 
them. You will get a break from my 
five sermons and get to hear Dr. John 
Pierce’s five. Johnny has been a 
friend, parishioner, colleague, fellow 
student and editor to me for decades 
now. He is a stellar preacher, solid 
thinker and a great all-around human 
being. No matter how much you love 
your Senior Minister, every once in a 
while, it’s nice to hear another voice, 
vocal tone, and perspective in the 
pulpit.

Finally, you will be reminded that I am 
dispensable…as are we all. This is 
Christ’s church and God’s work, and 
we are a staff and a congregation 
interdependent upon one another…
but ultimately we depend upon God 
alone. Sabbatical is a reminder that 
you really don’t ‘need’ me, but if 
absence makes the heart grow fonder, 
I trust you’ll find you really do ‘want’ 
me to continue on this journey with 
you. I will be worshipping with you 
via Livestream on Sundays.  I will be 
praying for you daily. I trust you will be 
praying for me.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

September 30, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Johnny Pierce
Scripture:  1 John 4:12-21

Sermon: Paying Attention to  
Our Fears

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “O Love” – Hagenberg 

From the Organist...
God’s message is a message of love. 
Love permeates the teaching of the 
Bible, and it was the cornerstone of 
Christ’s ministry on earth. Now, as 
Christians, we are called to show 
Christ to the world by loving one 

another. There is no better example 
for us than God. The hymn “The 
Love of God” paints a beautiful 

picture of the immeasurable depth 
of God’s love. For more information 

on the music during our worship 
services, read the Organist’s Blog at 
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/
— Shelton

Reminders
Make Reservations for 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesday-night-

supper/

Register Your Preschool & 
Elementary Children  

for 2018-2019 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/registration-pre-
child-2018-19/

Save the Date: Church Picnic  
October 14, 4:00pm 

Home of Mary Lou and  
Pat Hartness 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/annual-church-picnic/

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/


Now that summer travel is over and fall has officially 
arrived, it would be a great time to jump into a fitness 
class at the AYMC. We have lots of good options 
for every level and age. Classes are ongoing so you 
can start at any time. All you need is an unlimited 
membership, and they are free to take. Take a look 
at the list below and come join us. You can always 

access a list of current classes at our website, 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/aymc/

Please give me a call or e-mail me if you have any 
questions about the classes. I look forward to seeing 
you at the AYMC.

— Mittie
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“Travel is fatal to bigotry, small-mindedness and 
prejudice,” wrote Mark Twain, and it’s a true thing. We 
think we see the world plainly, but cross an ocean, 
visit a different political or economic system, or try to 
worship in a place where Christians are a persecuted 
minority, and the whole word looks different.

The Baptist World Alliance held their annual gathering 
in Zurich, Switzerland, this summer. If you think of 
Baptists as just Bible-Belt Americans, you should 
visit www.bwanet.org to see photos of the 1,320 
Baptists from 46 nations and 51 members bodies 
that consider us — yes, you and me — to be family.  

Four years ago, church member and BWA board 
member Duke McCall nominated Jim Dant to be 
on the Interfaith Commission and me to be on the 
Worship and Spirituality Commission. I made the trip 
this summer, and Jim will go next summer to insure 
that you are represented there and that we contribute 
in whatever ways we can. 

Through the BWA, we support ministries that range 
from bringing fresh water to a village in India, to 
speaking out against persecution in Ukraine, to 
helping Baptists around the world to worship with a 
more global perspective. In 2017, the BWA provided 
43 project grants totaling $375,000 to impact the 
lives of over 6,000 people in 30 countries. This year, 
we adopted three resolutions addressing the abuse 
of women and girls, religious oppression in eastern 
Ukraine, and the United States’ policy of separating 
immigrant families, and much more.

Worshipping together, working together, and breaking 
bread together with fellow Christians from around the 
world is a transformative experience, and I thank you 
for allowing me to be your representative! When you 
hear bad news from around the world, remember that 
God is at work. Through our collaborative efforts, we 
can both be a witness and make a difference! 

— Kyle

Baptists in the World

Senior Exercise    Monday, Wednesday, Friday   10:00 am – 11:00 am
Pilates        Thursday        9:00 am – 10:00 am
Tai Chi        Friday        11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Yoga        Monday, Wednesday    8:00 am – 9:00 am
     Tuesday, Thursday    2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
     Tuesday     5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
     Thursday     4:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Fab and Fit Over 50     Tuesday, Thursday    6:30 am – 7:30 am
Body Pump    Monday, Thursday    6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Group Fitness    1st/3rd/5th Tuesday    6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
TRX     2nd/4th Tuesday    6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

http://www.bwanet.org
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Guests and visitors, we want to get to know you! We also want 
you to get to know us. You are invited to gather with us for a 
time of casual conversation and learning each other’s stories in 
our Fellowship Hall immediately following worship on Sunday, 
September 30. This will help you meet some of our staff, and it 
will also help us learn how to assist you as you consider making 
us your church family. After a wonderful lunch, there will be a 
brief presentation followed by plenty of time for questions and an optional tour of the church for those who 
are interested. Children are welcome! RSVP at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com or call 864-233-2527 
ext. 144.

We hope to see you then!

— Matt and the Outreach Committee

Visitor Open House and Lunch

October 13 
Ron Buff 

Thrive Assisted Living 
715 S. Buncombe Road 

Room #19 
Greer, SC 29650

October 16 
Doris Meissner 

Haywood Estates 
1175 Haywood Road 

Apt. 13K 
Greenville, SC 29615

October 17 
Henry Barton 
Rolling Green 

100 Creeks Edge Court 
Greenville, SC 29615

October 19 
Elizabeth Williams (100) 

Foothills Presbyterian 
Community 

205 Bud Nalley Drive 
Room #E-107 

Easley, SC 29642

Happy Birthday!
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE IN OUR CONGREGATION CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS WHO ARE 
NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO BE WITH US IN WORSHIP:

First Friday Lunch and More
OCTOBER 5, 10:30AM 
BETH TEMPLETON, SPEAKER

Arrive at 10:30am for games in the Fellowship 
Hall and a book review in the Media Center. 
At 11:00am, all will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall for announcements and a program by 
Beth Templeton as she shares about her book 
Uncharted Journey: On the Challenges of 
Getting Older and Other Transitions. After the 
program, enjoy lunch and fellowship around the 
tables. Reservations are needed for lunch.

Roadrunners to Lunch at 
Daniel Boone Inn 
OCTOBER 15 IN BOONE, NC

Depart Church: 8:00am

Cost: $25

Holy Rollers to Visit Chattooga 
Belle Farm
OCTOBER 9 IN LONG CREEK, SC

For more information or to make reservations for First Friday Lunch and More, Roadrunners outings  
or Holy Rollers trips, contact Shanda LaForge at 233-2527 ext. 111 or shanda.laforge@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Depart Enoree: 9:45am, Return: 3:00pm

mailto:matt.rollins%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:shanda.laforge%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:shanda.laforge%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 24-30 
Dylan Rigg 

205-500-2370 (m)
October 1-7 

Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
9/23-29 Roadrunners to Niagara Falls  
 and Toronto
9/26 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Peace
9/30 10:30am Acolyte Dedication
  Bible Presentation to 3rd Graders
  Johnny Pierce, Guest Proclaimer
 11:30am Lunch for Visitors  
  (Fellowship Hall)
10/3 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Patience
10/5 10:30am First Friday Lunch and  
  More (Fellowship Hall)
 2:50pm Sanctuary Choir in  
  Concert for SC American Choral  
  Directors Association Fall   
  Conference (Charleston, SC)
10/7 9:30am Preschool Ministry  
  Event: Breakfast for Families with  
  New Babies (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am World Communion  
  Sunday
  Johnny Pierce, Guest Proclaimer
 6:30pm Blessing of the Pets  
  (Remembrance Garden Prayer  
  Labyrinth)
10/8-11/12 Mondays, 3:30-4:45pm
 Weekly Grief Support Group (Parlor)

Financial Needs as of 9/22
$1,900,000

Receipts of 9/21
$1,757,044

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Wednesday Supper
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 

office. Serving lines are open   
4:45-6:00pm. 

Menu 
September 26 

Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad, 

Butter Biscuits, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,  
Veggies and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

October 3 
Adults: Sliced Pork Loin, Roasted 

Potatoes and Zucchini Bake,  
Butter Basil Carrots, Spinach 

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Veggies 
and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Save the Date!
Church Picnic 

October 14, 4:00pm
Come join us at the home of Pat and 
Mary Lou Hartness (300 Smith Road, 
Greenville, SC 29615) on October 14th 
at 4:00pm for First Baptist Greenville’s 
annual church picnic! There will be 
music, hayrides and BBQ. Please 
bring games and lawn chairs. Price 
per adult is $12. Price per child is $5. 
See you there!

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
annual-church-picnic/

Care List 
as of 9/24/18

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Bill Lewis 

Rehab
Rolling Green Rehab: Nina Martin

Discharged 
Millie Smith, Elizabeth Williams, Dorothy 
Aiken, Lyda Thompson 

Sympathy to…
…Paul Sewell and family in the death of 
his grandmother.
…Karen Childers and family in the death 
of her mother.

Congratulations to…
…to Holly and Jonathan Watkins on the 
birth of a son, Henry Sebastian Watkins, 
born September 20, 2018, in Loveland, 
Colorado. Henry’s grandparents in our 
church are Henry and Jane Watkins.

WE’RE BAAAAACK!
The Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible 
Study has begun for the new year. All 
men of the church are invited to join 
us on the Terrace Level of the AYMC 
at 6:30 each Wednesday morning as 
we study and reflect on the weekly 
readings from the Revised Common 
Lectionary.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/annual-church-picnic/
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