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Consistent with our personnel policies, 
our Personnel Committee has granted 
me a sabbatical during the month of 
October. Many of you have asked 
(and they are fair questions), what will 
you do on sabbatical and how does 
this benefit you and the church? I’m 
calling this sabbatical ‘Feeding Frenzy 
– Refilling the Reservoir.’ I have 
spent the greater portion of the last 
four years emptying myself – writing, 
preaching, advising, guiding, teaching, 
leading, visioning and sharing. While I 
am constantly nourishing these areas 
of my life, the outflow is frankly greater 
than the income. A sabbatical affords 
me time and space to restore myself. 

I’ll be focusing on three areas of health 
that keep me effective and allow me 
to give my best service and leadership 
to the church. First, I will return to 
you physically healthier. Suzie Dods 
has agreed to ‘coach’ me during 
this month of sabbatical. Suzie is a 
marathon swimmer. She swam the 
English Channel, the Catalina Channel 
and has won numerous distance-
swimming awards. She will be pushing 
me into the cold, choppy waters of the 
San Francisco Bay, encouraging me 
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BY JIM DANT to run my laps around Lake Merced 

and insisting I bike my miles in the 
Sunset District. I’ll be competing in 
one triathlon while there and (the 
most expensive part of the sabbatical) 
participating in a cycling tour of Napa 
Valley. I will also return psychologically 
healthier. I plan to let ‘the arts’ feed, 
soothe and nurture my heart and 
mind. I will tour a museum once a 
week, I’ve engaged bass wizard Riley 
Hagan to share a weekly bass lesson, 
and I have tickets to see two diverse 
yet equally legendary guitarists: 
Sharon Isbin and Pat Metheny. Finally, 
I plan to return spiritually healthier. 
I will relax into the ministries and 
community offered by 19th Avenue 
Baptist Church. I will be reading 
the book Furiously Happy (It’s raw, 
raucous, but filled with hope and life.) 
and spending time each day with the 
Gospel of Luke. The cost for all these 
experiences will be shared between 
the church and me.

I promise, there will be plenty of rest 
between the running and the reading 
and the writing and the playing and 
the praying and swimming and the 
listening. I will miss the routine and 
rhythm of life and work with you, 
but I’m looking forward to returning 
refreshed for the next chapter at First 
Baptist. 

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

September 16, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Acts 1-4 (selected)

Sermon: The First Four Chapters
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Guest Musicians: South Carolina 
Governor’s School for the Arts and 

Humanities Wind Ensemble
Anthem: “O How Amiable”  

– VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary and 
Narthex are from the wedding of 
Garnette Bane and David Odom 

and are given to the Glory of God in 
memory of their late spouses, Julaine 

Odom and Sanford Bane.  

From the Organist...
For more information on the music 
during our worship services, read 

the Organist’s Blog at http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/.  
— Shelton

Reminders
Make Reservations for Wednesday 

Night Supper  
Enjoy Family Time 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/

Register Your Preschool and 
Elementary Children  

for 2018-2019 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2018-19/

TutuDesk Update  
During worship on Sunday,  

September 9, Jim presented Thandeka 
Tutu-Gxashe (Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu’s daughter) and Maptiso Molebatsi 
Rivera (Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
niece) a check for $20,000 from First 

Baptist Greenville’s collection to provide 
1000 TutuDesks - a sub-Saharan  

Africa school.

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
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This year’s FBG Youth Family theme is “Rooted.” What does that 
mean, you ask? It means that the FBG Youth Family is going to be 
exploring what it means to be rooted in ourselves, in each other, 
and in God. A few highlights of this year’s theme include: an in-
depth look at what it means to be rooted in our uniqueness, what 
happens when we become “root bound” and lose our connectivity 
with others, an exploration into the lives of a few biblical 
characters who were uprooted and had to learn what their calling 
was outside their comfort zone, and how to remain rooted when 
the storms of life happen. We’ll also be exploring grief, baptism, 
social justice, and God’s divine response of love to all things. 
There are a lot of great things happening in the FBG Youth Family, 
and we want to remind everyone that there is always room for 
more in the family. If you know of someone who would love to be 
a part of the family, send them our way! We would love for them to 
be a part of the family too! 

The schedules for Wednesday and Sunday occur every week 
unless another event takes place or it is cancelled.

— Will

Rooted
YOUTH FAMILY 2018
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Are you experiencing the grief of living without a loved one? Are you 
interested in meeting with others from your church and community who 
have also experienced loss? Beginning Monday, October 8th, and lasting 
through Monday, November 12th, I will be leading a grief support group 
at our church, meeting for six consecutive Mondays. By signing up to be 
a part of the group, you agree that you will come to all 6 meetings. There 
is limited space, and you must sign up with me to be a part of the group. 
This is both an informational and experiential grief support group, so all 
are invited to participate in discussions as much as they are able.

For six Mondays in a row, we will meet together from 3:30-4:45pm in the Prayer Room beside the Carpenter Chapel. 
Please email (kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com) or call (233-2527) to sign up with me!

This will be the third grief support group that I have led at 
this church, and each group brings its own personality and 
depth. I look forward to sharing in the sacred grief journey 
with you and know your fellow grief mates will feel the same. 
Please let me know of any questions you might have.

— Kendra

PA
ST

O
RA

L 
C

AR
E

Grief Support Group @ First Baptist Greenville
BEGINS OCTOBER 8TH 

WEDNESDAYS @ FIRST FOR YOUTH

3:00-5:00pm Hang Time (AYMC)

4:45-6:00pm Dinner & Fellowship (AYMC)

6:00-7:00pm Youth Combined Bible Study

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE FOR YOUTH

4:00-5:00pm Vocare (Choir Room)

5:00-5:45pm Middle School Bible Study   
  (AYMC)/High School Games   
  (Gym)

5:50-6:10pm Snack Supper (AYMC)

6:15-7:00pm High School Bible Study   
  (AYMC)/Middle School Games   
  (Gym)

mailto:kendra.plating%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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The Committee on Committees is currently 
considering nominees for Standing Committees for 
the upcoming church year. These positions are for 
three-year terms beginning January 1, 2019. Some 
committees meet only a few times per year, while 
others meet monthly.

Those eligible to serve on Standing Committees 
are church members who do not already hold 
membership on a standing committee (or, if presently 
serving, whose terms will expire in 2018). Because of 
staggered terms, each standing committee usually 
has only two or three vacancies in any given year. 
For this reason it may not be possible to place every 
volunteer on a committee at the present time.

Distinctive Purpose Committees serve in an ongoing 
capacity. New members are added during the year on 
an as-needed basis.

Members of the Committee on Committees are: 
Carol Ann Bell, Mathew Burns, Dan Dorroh, Herlane 
Edwards – chair, Wofford Green, Leigh Joye, Chesnee 
Marshall – chair-elect, and Jenna Manning – staff 
liaison.

Please consider the types of committees in which you 
have interest and for which you have special talents 
or experience. Visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
committee-on-committees-seeks-volunteers/ to view 
committee descriptions and complete the interest 
form before Monday, September 24, 2018.

— Herlane Edwards, Committee on Committees Chair

Committee on 
Committees

The Deacon Nominating Committee invites all church 
members to submit names of servant leaders for 
consideration to serve on the Diaconate. The Deacon 
Nominating Committee has agreed to consider all nominees 
based on the Scripture references found in the Rules of 
Church Order: John 13:1-15 and Romans 12:1-18.

The committee has agreed on the following additional 
criteria:

—Members with active church participation, dedication, 
service and financial support are eligible to serve. 
—The committee will work to balance the new slate of 
deacons to represent the diversity of the congregation. 
—Deacon Nominating Committee members and their 
spouses are not eligible to serve. 
—Neither full-time nor part-time church staff members are 
eligible to serve. 
—Spouses of full-time church staff are not eligible to serve. 
—Spouses of part-time church staff are eligible to serve.

Please submit nominations to Jenna Manning by Monday, 
September 24, 2018. Nominations should include a brief 
statement of each nominee’s qualifications and include your 
contact information. Nominations can be made by written 
letter or by email to jenna.manning@firstbaptistgreenville.
com. 

Members of the Deacon Nominating Committee include: 
Todd Ramsey – chair, Jamie Womack – chair-elect, 
Eleanor Dunlap, Charmaine Fuller, Roy Janse, John Long, 
Neil Rabon, Mary Rankin and Nancy Strange.

— Todd Ramsey, Deacon Nominating Committee Chair

Deacon Nominating 
Committee Announcement

Volunteering at the AYMC Welcome Desk
The AYMC is always looking for volunteers wishing to 
give of their time and talents by taking a shift at our 
Welcome Desk. The best part is – the AYMC gives back 
to you at the same time! Welcome Desk volunteers 
interact with members of the church and the community 
in a relaxed and fun environment. Volunteers serve an 
important ministry role as a representative of our First 
Baptist Greenville when meeting with various members 
of the community who use the AYMC for meetings, 
social opportunities and exercise.

Generally, each volunteer gives two hours of their 
time each week to ensure the Welcome Desk remains 
staffed. Many of our volunteers have been working the 
Welcome Desk since the AYMC opened in 2009! Our 
volunteers come from various fields and walks of life. 

They all enjoy the experience of meeting new people, 
talking to those who use the facility and getting to know 
the AYMC patrons and other volunteers. As a benefit of 
volunteering, we offer a free unlimited membership to all 
Welcome Desk volunteers. Volunteers can take a variety 
of classes, including yoga, tai chi, Pilates and aerobics, 
or utilize the exercise machines and weights in our 
Fitness Room – all free of charge!

Volunteers staff the Welcome Desk shifts from 8:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM, so there is always a time that works with 
your schedule. Come join the ranks of AYMC Welcome 
Desk volunteers and share in its mission of service to the 
church and community.

— Sean
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Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 
supper, resumed on September 5. 
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 
office. Permanent reservations for the 
2018-2019 year are available. Serving lines 
are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Menu 
September 12 

Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed 
Vegetables, Salad, Bread, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots,  

Fruit, Cookies

September 19 
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Steamed 

Vegetable Medley, Pineapple Casserole, 
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert 

Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 10-16 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m)
September 17 -23 

Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
9/12 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Love
9/13 9:00am-4:00pm Day Retreat for  
  Women: Welcoming All of Ourselves  
  in the Second Half of Life (AYMC)
 Noon Canterbury Counseling  
  Center’s 3rd Annual Illumination  
  Luncheon (Christ Church Episcopal  
  Parish House)
9/16 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  South Carolina Governor’s School  
  for the Arts and Humanities Wind  
  Ensemble
 11:30am State of the Church Lunch  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 11:30am Acolyte Training
9/19 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Joy
9/21 5:00-7:00pm First Baptist Day School  
  Family Picnic (Ball Fields)
9/22 9:00am United Ministries’   
  Transformation Walk/5k Run,   
  Registration begins at 8am (Lower  
  Parking Lot)
 9:30am-4:00pm Sanctuary Choir  
  Retreat with Tim Seelig, Artistic  
  Director of the San Francisco Gay  
  Men’s Chorus

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Financial Needs as of 9/8
$1,800,000

Receipts of 9/7
$1,643,234

Care List 
as of 9/10/18

Hospitals
St. Francis Downtown: Jimmy Grantham 

Discharged 
Jim Cauble, Jean Evans, Gayle Aiesi, 
Dorothy Aiken, Carrie Rieder,  
Rusty Browning

Sympathy to…
…the family of Michael Stogner.

Wednesdays at First
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
4:45-6:00pm  Supper Serving  
   Lines Open
5:30-6:15pm  Children’s Missions 
6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study
6:15-7:00pm  Children’s Choir
6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm     Sanctuary Choir

Introducing…
Angelo and Roger Hudson-Dobbs, 
2408 Rabun Church Rd., Gray Court, 
29645, joined FBG during worship on 
Sunday, August 26, by profession of faith 

and requesting 
baptism. Angelo 
is employed with 
Thrive Upstate, 
and Roger works 
with Greenville 
County EMS.

Jeffrey Dooley, 29 Harcourt Drive, 
Greenville, 29601, joined FBG during 
worship on Sunday, August 26, by 

statement of previous 
profession of faith and 
baptism from another 
denomination. Jeffrey is 
employed with Skyfish 
Design. Jeffrey’s 
husband is Michael 
Evans.

Patrick Bairefoot, 80 Reid School Road, 
Taylors, 29687, joined 
FBG during worship on 
Sunday, August 26, by 
transfer of letter from 
another Baptist church. 
Patrick is employed 
with Concentrix.


