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I’m finally back. Maybe it was the 
demands (kind suggestions) of the 
Personnel Committee. Maybe it 
was jealousy. Maybe it was grief. 
Maybe it was the pending expense of 
new clothing. Maybe it was just the 
scales. Perhaps it was the internal 
drive to reclaim a part of my better 
self that had been lost. Whatever 
the motivation - internal or external - 
I’m back. I’ve finally logged multiple 
weeks in the pool, on the bike and 
on the road. The second digit of my 
weight is now within an acceptable 
range and no clothing purchases are 
on the horizon. I’m not sure if I was 
motivated by demands, suggestions, 
jealousy of other fellow athletes, grief 
when I looked at past race photos, the 
financial peril of having to purchase a 
new pair of jeans, an internal desire 
or a combination of all of the above, 
but I’m back. It makes me wonder why 
I ever left. Maybe I just got bored of 
mile after mile. Maybe I got angry at 
my fellow swimmers who don’t know 
how to share a lane in the pool. Maybe 
I decided the cost – time, money and 
social engagement – was more than I 
wanted to give at the time. I’m truly not 
sure why I stepped away, but I’m back. 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

The rhythm of my life, the energy in 
each day and my connectedness to a 
valued community has been restored. 
It feels good...and I feel good about 
me.

I want to invite you back. I’m not sure 
why you left. Maybe you just got 
bored – nothing said or done seemed 
relevant anymore. Maybe you got 
angry at something or someone. 
Maybe you just decided the cost of 
time and energy and social interaction 
was more than you could handle. 
Maybe you just woke up one Sunday 
morning and from simple sleepiness 
decided not to go...but one Sunday led 
to two...and two led to three...and now 
more time has passed than you can 
measure. Whatever the reason, I want 
to invite you back. Summer is ending 
and a new church year is beginning. 
Inconspicuously slip back into the 
Sanctuary for a worship service. Slide 
back into your old Sunday School 
class – watch familiar faces light up 
and feel the welcoming hugs. Rejoin 
the choir and revel in the sharing 
of gifts. I promise you, your life will 
be enriched by the familiar rhythm, 
connectedness and energy you 
find. I’m back, and I’m smiling. I’ll be 
smiling when you are back as well....

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

September 9, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Senior Adult Sunday
Communion

Proclaimer: Dylan Rigg
Scripture: James 2:1-13

Sermon: The Law of the Land
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloists: Bootie Cothran,  
Raleigh Cothran

Anthem: “Bright Morning Stars”  
– arr. HELGEN

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in our Sanctuary today are 
given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Daniel and DeViolet Rollins 

and Chester and Leona Wimberly, 
parents of Jolene and Wiley Wimberly.    

From the Organist...
It seems that in recent days, it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to 

watch or listen to the news and not 
feel discouraged or angry. Why is it 
so easy for us to exhibit favoritism, 
discrimination and judgment toward 
others when the answer is so simple: 
love your neighbor as yourself? Jesus 
left us with two great commandments: 

We are to love God and love others. 
Jesus did more than just give those 
commandments – he demonstrated 
that love in an unfathomable way. 

How can we withhold love from others 
when Christ himself made the ultimate 

sacrifice out of love for us? Read 
more at http://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/the-organists-blog/  
— Shelton

Reminders
Make Reservations for Wednesday 

Night Supper  
Resumes September 5 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesday-night-supper/

Register Your Preschool and 
Elementary Children  

for 2018-2019 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2018-19/

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesday-night-supper/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2018-19/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/registration-pre-child-2018-19/


I’m sure you’ve heard it said many times. I’ve heard it a 
handful of times in the few months I’ve been here. I’m 
speaking about the second thing on, “The List of Things 
Jim Tells People When They Join” (from what I’ve heard 
this seems to be the official title). As you may know, the 
second thing new members are encouraged to do is find a 
small group of some sort. 

In an effort to help folks do just that, a new Sunday School 
class is starting soon for people in their twenties, both 
singles and couples. In this class, we will seek to support 
one another on our faith journeys; explore and discuss 
different topics around theology, culture and Scripture 
while welcoming all points of view and positions; serve 
our Greenville neighbors; and grow in community with 
one another by having various events outside the Sunday 
School hour like trivia night or just hanging out at a 
restaurant.

There will be a kick-off event on Thursday, September 6, at 
7:00pm. This gathering will be at the pavilion at the Bristol 
Apartment Homes located at 926 Cleveland St. We will 
grill out, have some drinks, play some cornhole, and get to 
know one another. It’ll be a good time!

The following Sunday, September 9, will be our first day 
of Sunday School. The class will meet in the Activities and 
Youth Ministry Center (AYMC) lobby. 

I hope this will give you an opportunity to follow through on 
at least one of the things from “The List of Things Jim Tells 
People When They Join.”

— Dylan

New Twenties Sunday School Class 
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September at First Baptist means canned fruit drive! We collect 
food throughout the year, but in September we do a special 
collection. As you may have seen in The Greenville News on 
Friday, August 24, 1 in 5 children in Greenville County goes hungry 
every day. That is unacceptable!

In 2017, churches in our area donated $53,000 worth of canned 
food to United Ministries for distribution to families in need. United 
Ministries also had a $12,000 grant from Walmart to supplement 
these donations. In 2018, donations have dropped and there is 
no grant. Therefore, we need to help – particularly in this critical 
time. In an effort to provide a good selection of food for the 
recipients, United Ministries has asked each church to concentrate 
on one area of food. We are designated as a canned fruit 
church. We challenge each family at FBG to donate 10 cans of fruit 
during the month of September.

Our First Baptist Day School children will be our special helpers in 
this, so let’s set a good example for them. Greenville Tech Charter 
School, an AYMC community basketball team and a home school 
group will also participate. We can make a difference!

Collection sites are at the Reception Desk, the Fellowship Hall 
Lobby, the Rotunda, and the AYMC. Bring 10!

— Susan K. Shelley, Missions Committee
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Challenge
EACH FAMILY BRING 10
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I am excited that the United Ministries Transformation Walk and 5K Run will begin and end 
on our church campus this year! This is a great opportunity to support United Ministries, 
welcome others to our church, and enjoy a (hopefully) pretty fall morning outdoors! Below 
is more information from United Ministries and a link to register. (When you register, make 
sure to join the FBG Team!)

The United Ministries’ Transformation Walk, sponsored by Bon Secours Health System, 
is now including a 5K run!  Join us for the 29th annual event on Saturday, September 22nd.  
Registration begins at 8am, with the event kicking off at 9.  The Walk is FREE.  The fee to 
run is $30. Our new location – beginning at First Baptist Church, Greenville – will allow us 
to walk along the Swamp Rabbit Trail.  We’ll be featuring stories of the transformation of 
those who have come through United Ministries’ doors.  

https://transformationwalk.everydayhero.com/us/first-baptist-greenville 

— Laura

Transformation Walk
SWAMP RABBIT TRAIL

Are you a woman who wants to connect with other women in our church? Are you yearning for ways to deepen your faith 
through group prayer, study, mission involvement and discussion? Do you need some laughs and shared tears? If you 
haven’t considered a women’s circle before, maybe this is the year!

First Baptist Greenville is home to four Women on Mission circles which are open to women of all ages. Groups gather 
once or twice a month from September-May for Bible study, book study, guest speakers and prayer and support various 
mission partners through giving and hands-on support. 

Visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/circles/ to learn more, and contact the group leader if you’re interested in visiting 
one or more groups. Give yourself a gift and visit a circle—and trust that you will be welcomed with open arms!

— Laura

Women on Mission

UPCOMING GATHERINGS:

Lula Whilden Circle 
Mondays, September 11 and 25, at 7:00pm 

Contact Kristy Way at kristykway@gmail.com 

Margaret Allen Aiesi Circle 
Tuesday, September 18, at 9:30am (brunch provided) 

Home of Peggy Good 
RSVP to Becky Bouton at beckybouton@gmail.com 

Susie Lee Bagwell Circle  
Tuesday, September 18 at 10:00am 

Home of Janet Huskey 
Contact Barbara Stone at baba-stone@att.net 

Crazy Eights Circle  
Tuesday, September 18 at 7:00pm 

Home of Nancy Freeman 
Contact Susan Webb at chestnutoak711@gmail.com

https://transformationwalk.everydayhero.com/us/first-baptist-greenville 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/circles/
mailto:kristykway%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:beckybouton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:baba-stone%40att.net?subject=
mailto:chestnutoak711%40gmail.com?subject=
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Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 
supper, will resume on September 5. 
Required reservations for the meal must 
be made by noon on Monday by visiting 
the church website or calling the church 
office. Permanent reservations for the 
2018-2019 year are available. Serving lines 
are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Menu 
September 5 

Adults: Veggie Lasagna, Meat Lasagna, 
Gluten-free Pasta with Marinara,  

Salad, Italian Green Beans,  
French Bread, Dessert 

Kids: Mini-pizza, Buttered Noodles,  
Fruit, Cookies

September 12 
Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Steamed 

Vegetables, Salad, Bread, Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots,  

Fruit, Cookies

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

September 3-9 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

September 10-16 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
9/5 Wednesdays at First Resume
9/7 6:00pm Senior Adult Banquet     
  (Fellowship Hall)
 6:00-8:00pm Children’s Ministries  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night       
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
9/9 9:00am New Member Orientation  
  (F-307)
 9:30am Protecting Our Children  
  (E-317)
 10:30am Senior Adult Sunday
  Communion
  Dylan Rigg, Proclaimer
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsals   
  Resume (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth Resumes (AYMC Terrace  
  Level) September 12
9/12 Wednesdays at First
 MidWeek Fellowship: Fruits of the  
 Spirit – Love
9/13 9:00am-4:00pm Day Retreat for  
  Women: Welcoming All of Ourselves  
  in the Second Half of Life (AYMC)
 Noon Canterbury Counseling  
  Center’s 3rd Annual Illumination  
  Luncheon (Christ Church Episcopal  
  Parish House)

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Financial Needs as of 9/1
$1,750,000

Receipts of 8/31
$1,592,690

Care List 
as of 9/4/18
Hospitals

Cleveland Clinic: Rusty Browning
St. Francis Downtown: Jimmy Grantham
MUSC – Charleston: Gayle Aiesi

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Jean Evans
Rolling Green Rehab: Jim Cauble

Discharged 
Ellen Kish, Dewey Lemons, Sharon 
Benston, Jim Cauble, Theo Lee

Sympathy to…
…Manuel Torres Anjel and family in the 
death of his cousin.
…E.J. Hardin and family in the death of his 
father.

Congratulations to…
…Alan and Devon Stone on the birth 
of a daughter, Charlie Lynn Stone, born 
August 14, 2018, in Denver, Colorado.  
Charlie’s grandparents in our church are 
Kathy Sharp and Mark Stone. Her great-
grandmother in our church is Peggy 
Stone.

Wednesdays at First
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
4:45-6:00pm  Supper Serving  
   Lines Open
5:30-6:15pm  Children’s Missions 
6:00-7:00pm  Youth Bible Study
6:15-7:00pm  Children’s Choir
6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm     Sanctuary Choir Styrofoam Free Are We  

at FBG!
As Wednesday night suppers begin again, 
we are delighted to announce that our 
kitchen will be serving us on compostable 
paper products. There will be NO more 
Styrofoam going into landfills and oceans 
for FBG!! Disposal of plates and food 
remains the same. Please remember to 
empty and deposit all plastic cups in the 
recycling bin – further reducing our trash 
stream for the benefit of our ONE EARTH. 
Thanks! See you at Wednesdays at First!

— Pam Shucker 
SAVER Committee Co-Chair

Introducing…
Daniel and Elizabeth Hart, 21 Sagamore 
Lane, Greenville, 29607, joined FBG 
during worship on Sunday, August 19, by 
statements of previous profession of faith 
and baptism from another denomination. 

Daniel is employed 
by Johnson 
Development. 
They have four 
children: Garner, 
Ava Grace, Sophie 
and Drummond. 
(Drummond is not 
in picture.)


