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In recent years, an abundance 
of research has been performed 
with regard to human life 
expectancy. (As deeply as most 
Christians believe in heaven, 
avoiding immediate entrance 
seems paramount.) The research 
uncovered some expected 
indicators of long life: no smoking, 
moderate boozing, regular 
exercise and a healthy diet. None 
of these, however, topped the 
list.  The number one indicator of 
human longevity was daily social 
interaction. This interaction is 
inclusive of – but in addition to 
– conversations with family and 
close friends. People who chat with 
their grocery clerk, postal worker, 
fellow walkers, bank tellers and 
other casual path-crossers tend to 
live longer.

If Jesus’ life had not been cut 
short by the cruelty of humanity, 
there’s no telling how long he 
would have lived! Jesus chatted 
with fishermen as he passed them 
on the seashore. Jesus engaged 
tax-collectors at their business 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

booth. He went through Samaria 
when others avoided the people 
who lived there. He found his way 
into the homes of Pharisees and 
the company of prostitutes. Jesus 
would take the time to chat with 
anyone. Chapter after chapter of 
the gospel story is filled with his 
engagement of those outside his 
own life experience.

I’m glad the members of First 
Baptist Greenville celebrate our 
engagement with and enjoyment 
of all people. It certainly makes 
life more interesting… and now… 
it apparently makes life longer! 
Extend your life by a few days or 
weeks or years and attend the 
Greenville Jewish Film Festival 
Kick-off Gala this Sunday evening. 
You’ll get to talk with old and new 
friends, enjoy some wonderful 
Israeli food, and see a delightful 
film – In Search of Israeli Cuisine. 
It’s all happening at the Greenville 
One Center downtown. A reception 
begins at 5:00pm, and the film 
is at 6:30pm. Tickets may be 
purchased online at https://www.
greenvillejewishfilmfestival.com/
kick-off. Tickets are only $25 and 
that includes: food, film…and of 
course…the extension of your 
longevity. I’ll see you there!

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

August 26, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Family Dedication
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Haggai 2:10-19
Sermon: Ring around the Collar
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloist: Amy Joye
Anthem: “Lift Up Your Heads”  

– MATHIAS

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary this 

Sunday are given by Linda and Eldon 
Russ to honor the memories of their 
mothers, Ruby Bridges Owens and 

Mildred Watts Russ.
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, August 19, Bill Moore’s 
birthday, were given by the J.R. 
Christy family in memory of their 

parents, Bill and Norma Moore and 
Rev. John and Frances Christy.

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 

please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Next available date: September 9  

From the Organist...
Psalm 23 is a psalm that most of 
us can quote by heart, but how 

often do we really meditate on the 
precious promises held within its 
words? I shall not want. God will 

always lead me. God will restore me. 
God will never leave me. On and on 
the promises go. God’s promise to 
bless us is true even when we see 
no visible sign of it. Read more at 

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-
organists-blog/  

— Shelton

Tutu Desk Project 
Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 

Africa School, $20 each 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/
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A team from First Baptist Greenville spent  
August 4-11 serving in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. John Dunn, Elle LaForge, Sam Ramsey, 
Jane Watkins, Henry Watkins and I partnered with 
CBF field personnel Rick and Lita Samples, who 
minister to internationals in the Bay Area. One of 
the ministries is Star Kids Bay Area (part of One 
Voice Ethnic Missions) that has many programs 
throughout the year including a Video Arts 

Summer Camp at three locations. We spent the week with groups 
of 5-9 children creating a movie of the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son. The children acted, directed, recorded and edited the films. 
We also led the large group in songs, skit activities and Bible 
story lessons. The week concluded with a program for parents 
and friends where the children performed songs, each movie 
was presented, and awards were given for best performances. 
We were blessed by this time serving these children and forming 
relationships with others that 
have a heart to reach families 
in this area.

— Shanda

A Heart for Missions
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Are you interested in learning more about how 
to compassionately connect to your community 
but have not felt that you could commit to a 24-
week program? You might be interested in the 
new JustFaith structure. JustFaith, an intensive, 
small-group process for faithful Christians looking 
to deepen their commitment to care for vulnerable 
people and our planet, is now offering 8-week 
sessions that will fit more comfortably in most 
schedules. Through prayer, study, dialogue and 
immersions, participants form community as they 
explore critical realities and their implications to 
their lives and their faith. The new JustFaith program 

invites participants to look at contemporary issues 
through the lens of Christian faith by engaging 
in reading, prayer, thought-provoking dialogue, 
encounter and building lasting relationships with 
a small group of 8 to 12 participants. Sessions 
are themed around reading assignments done 
between sessions, videos and/or guest speakers. All 
sessions include dialogue, active listening and 
relationship-building. In addition, the program 
includes immersions where participants visit local 
organizations and connect with those living and 
working on the margins.

— Matt
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AN 8-WEEK BIBLE STUDY—LOOKING FOR PARTICIPANTS AND FACILITATORS
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What are the voices that guide you closer to your deepest 
self? The words? The places? The circumstances? Join 
Marlanda Dekine-Sapient Soul, poet and transformation 
worker, for a retreat based in contemplation, writing, self-
discovery and dialogue. The retreat will center around 
a keynote speech from a collection of Alice Walker’s 
writings, “Living By The Word.” Using Walker’s writing, 
we will look deeply into our personal, interpersonal and 
collective humanity. Together, we will imagine our way 
into a space of wholeness, mutuality and courage. This 
Spiritual Enrichment Event (SEE) will be held in the First 
Baptist Parlor on August 25, 10:00am-12:30pm. The 
cost is $10, which includes lunch at 12:30pm. Register 
at firstbaptistgreenville.com/everythingisahumanbeing

Marlanda Dekine is Sapient Soul, a poet and social worker living in South Carolina. She seeks to go beyond 
the consumption of art and the exploitation of people’s gifts towards building emotional infrastructures for 
the sustainability of the artist within us all. She believes in our imaginative power for equity. To this end, 
she founded {unnamed}, a transformative art label that shares art and cultivates artists. Marlanda is also 
the author and recording artist of i am from a punch & a kiss, a multimedia project released in 2017. She is 
the Founder and Executive Director of Speaking Down Barriers, a nonprofit that works to transform our life 
together across human difference. Marlanda’s poems and thoughts can be found in USA Today, Sojourners, 
The Greenville News, The Spartanburg Herald Journal, Spartanburg Magazine, Flycatcher Journal, Spark & 
Echo Arts, Minerva Rising’s Sparrow’s Trill, and The New Social Worker. Her intention is for her poems to 
move the world towards healing and transformation.

— Jennifer

SEE: Everything Is a Human Being

Our senior adults have planned two events in the 
near future which will be the climax to an exciting 
church year. The first celebration will be the annual 
Senior Adult Banquet on Friday, September 7, at 
6:00pm in our Fellowship Hall. A delicious meal has 
been planned by Uptown Catering. The cost of the 
mneal is $10.00. The inspirational speaker will be our 
own Dr. Jim Dant. Plans for future senior activities 
will be shared by members of the Roadrunners, Holy 
Rollers and First Friday Lunch and More groups.

Reservations for the banquet can be made by 
contacting Shanda LaForge through email at shanda.
laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com or by calling  
233-2527 ext. 111.

The second celebration involving our seniors 
will be the observance of Senior Adult Sunday 
in our morning worship service on September 9. 
The purpose of this service is to recognize the 
accomplishments of senior adults in the past and 
present ministries of our church. Reverend Dylan 
Rigg will bring the message in the service.

— Bill Lacy, Senior Adult Committee

Senior Adults Celebrate
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 20-26 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
August 27-September 2 

Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/25 10:00am-12:30pm  SEE:   
  “Everything Is a Human Being”  
  with Marlanda Dekine (Parlor)
8/26 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
 5:00pm Greenville Jewish Film  
  Festival Kickoff Reception and Movie  
  —ticketed event (Greenville One  
  Center)
 6:00pm Bell Tower Ringers   
  Rehearsals Resume
8/27 7:00pm First Baptist Day School  
  Parent Night (Fellowship Hall)
8/30 First Baptist Day School  
 First Day of School
8/30-9/3  AYMC Closed for Floor Refinishing  
 and Observance of Labor Day 
9/1-3 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/2 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
9/3 Church Offices Closed in Observance  
 of Labor Day
9/5 Wednesdays at First Resume
9/7 6:00pm Senior Adult Banquet     
  (Fellowship Hall)
 6:00-8:00pm Children’s Ministries  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 
supper, will resume on September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. Shelton 
offers private instruction in piano and 
organ at the church and teaches all 
ages and skill levels. To reserve a spot 
for the fall semester, contact Shelton 
at shelton.love@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 233-2527 ext. 109.

Care List 
as of 8/20/18

Hospitals
As of 8/20/2018, there are no 
hospitalized members of whom we are 
aware.

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Polly Gaskin, Jean 
Evans, Jennie Taylor

Discharged 
Joy Princell, Freddie Jameson to Spring 
Park Assisted Living

Sympathy to…
…the family of Coy Carson.
…the family of Roy Heath.

Called Church Conference
At the close of worship on Sunday, 
August 26, there will be a brief called 
church conference to fill a short term 
vacancy in the Foundation.

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Financial Needs as of 8/18
$1,650,000

Receipts of 8/14
$1,499,321

“In the Church of Jesus Christ there  
can and should be no non-theologians.” 
This statement by prominent 20th-
century theologian Karl Barth offers a 
compelling invitation to 21st-century 
Christians to think carefully about what 
we believe about God, humanity, and 
the created order. Deeply held beliefs 
shape behavior. In the face of clashing 
global ideologies, religions, and values, 
Barth’s statement issues a serious call 
to look at what we believe and why, and 
how these affect the way we live our 
faith in a complex world.

In Friday Morning Bible Study this year 
we will focus on theology—biblically-
based theology—as we consider how 
we think “theologically” about God, 
ourselves, our relationships, and our 

behaviors. We will take a journey, 
navigating a vast sea of ideas in order 
to hone in on a living, working theology 
that shapes us now and will continue to 
evolve as we do.

Join us on that journey!
Friday Mornings from 10-11:30am 

beginning September 7 
Terrace Level of the AYMC
Facilitated by Michelle McClendon
Cost: $50 per person payable to Michelle 
McClendon
Please obtain a copy of “How to Think 
Theologically” by Howard Stone and 
James Duke. This will serve as a basic 
textbook for the beginning of the course.
Register with Becky Bouton: 
beckybouton@gmail.com

A Faith of Your Own: Claiming a Living Theology
Friday Morning Bible Study Fall 2018- Spring 2019
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