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When the power of the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the uttermost parts of the 
earth. – Acts 1:8

In Jerusalem… Much of our energy at 
First Baptist Greenville is expended 
on our particular faith community. 
In recent weeks, we have provided 
camps, retreats and other formative 
spiritual experiences for our children, 
youth and adults. During this same 
period of time, we’ve experienced an 
uncommon number of deaths, births 
and other crises within our church 
family. I’m encouraged daily by the 
care we offer one another through 
these chapters of life. This is our 
Jerusalem.

In Judea and Samaria… In the last few 
weeks, I have received letters from 
or dined with representatives from 
Furman University, Pendleton Place, 
United Ministries, United Way and 
several other local ministry and service 
organizations. Each wanted to express 
gratitude for First Baptist’s support 
of their work in this community. I’ve 
been offered the stage at the Peace 
Center’s Gunter Theater to share with 
the broader community our church’s 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

message and practice of inclusion. 
(Tickets went on sale two weeks ago 
for the Sunday, November 11, event. 
There are less than 100 seats left. If 
you feel like laughing at our Baptist-
repressed-sexuality and being inspired 
to live more gracefully in our world, go 
online to www.peacecenter.org and 
purchase a ticket to: Stories I Can’t 
Tell in Church: My Life as a Straight 
White Male Baptist Minister Ally of 
the LGBTQ Community. Warning: 
Mature Content) This is our Judea and 
Samaria.

The uttermost parts of the earth… 
One of our mission teams just 
returned from working with immigrant 
families on the west coast. Another 
team is being formed for a 2019 
mission trip to Cuba. Kyle Matthews 
and Duke McCall recently returned 
from the Baptist World Alliance in 
Switzerland where they represented 
our church in conversations about 
religious liberty and worship. One 
thousand Tutu Desks will carry our 
church’s logo to sub-Saharan Africa 
in 2019. I’ve been asked to be in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park on 
December 1 – World AIDS Day – for 
the dedication of a monument at the 
National AIDS Memorial. First Baptist’s 
name will be etched there in gratitude 
for our ministry to and with the LGBTQ 
community. These are the uttermost 
parts of the world. May God’s Spirit 
keep leading and using us…

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

August 19, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Promotion Sunday
Proclaimer: Kendra Plating
Scripture: Obadiah 10-15

Sermon: What’s a Bystander to Do?
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Anthem: “Open My Eyes” – SCOTT

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: August 19.  

From the Organist...
It’s easy to wish evil upon those who 
have hurt or harmed us. How many 
times have you heard or uttered the 

phrase sweet revenge? It seems 
only natural to give back what we 
think people deserve, but I would 

venture to say that most of us know 
from experience how fruitless and 

unfulfilling that is. Through Obadiah, 
God promises to restore God’s 
kingdom in Mount Zion – not so 

that retaliation and vengeance can 
occur, but so that God’s people will 
rule justly and fairly. Read more at 

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-
organists-blog/ 

— Shelton
Tutu Desk Project 

Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 
Africa School, $20 each 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

Reminders
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It was a sunny afternoon in Knoxville, TN, and a sudden 
influx of teenagers were preparing to commandeer the 
University of Tennessee for a week of camp. I am a recent 
arrival to the Unidiversity family, but I have quickly come 
to appreciate it for the loving and nurturing environment it 
provides to hundreds of youth from across the region. For 
a single week, dozens of youth groups unite to become 
a single youth family. Each youth brings their own unique 
personality to the family, and the family accepts that 

uniqueness and it flourishes as a result. This year’s theme was 
“Rhythms,” and our youth learned how to incorporate rest, 
walking with God, prayer and grace into their rhythm of life. 
It was an incredible week, and upon returning I keep hearing 
again and again, “That was the best year yet!” 

— Will Raybon

“The Best Year Yet!”
UNIDIVERSITY YOUTH CAMP 2018
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If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it! We aren’t gonna mess with a 
good thing; we know better! Pancakes for breakfast, not 
burgers. The only thing better than having freshly prepared 
pancakes on a Sunday morning is having those pancakes 
prepared by our rousing group of Sunday School teachers! 

Sunday, August 19, marks the beginning of a new school 
year and is a day to celebrate students moving up a grade. 
During our Sunday School hour, we will enjoy fellowship 
and pancakes as we welcome our new 6th graders and 
recognize our amazing Sunday school teachers. 

Join us for pancakes, friends and laughter in the youth area 
on Sunday morning, and you won’t be disappointed.

— Mary Carol

Youth Pancake Breakfast
IHOP OR IHOB?

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, AT 9:00AM, AYMC TERRACE LEVEL
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We surely do have a lot going on this year in our Youth Family! New staff, weekly events, annual retreats, 
mission trips, and Unidiversity Youth Camp will keep our hearts, minds and feet in action!

All youth (6th-12th grade) – and especially their parents – are encouraged to make it a priority to attend Parent/
Youth Night on Sunday, August 19, at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Come get to know our new Associate Youth Minister, Will Raybon! Mark your calendar with our 2018/2019 
dates, and listen as we discuss our upcoming Rockmont retreat, our High school Mission Trip to Puerto Rico, 
and all the other trips and retreats that keep us moving during the year. This one night will provide our youth 
and their families the vision for FBG’s Youth Family, familiarity with our Youth Ministry staff, and demonstrate 
our passion for working with youth! 

Don’t miss this important, information-packed event AND remember to bring your calendars.

— Mary Carol

Parent/Youth Night
FOR ALL YOUTH AND THEIR PARENTS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, 5:00PM – 7:00PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

We are very lucky in the Greenville community 
to have good options for mental health and 
pastoral counseling. One such organization 
that does this good work in our community, 
and of which we are a “partner church,” 
is Canterbury Counseling. Canterbury 
Counseling started as a ministry of Christ 
Church Episcopal and has continued to grow 
throughout the years in both outreach and 
number of qualified counselors on staff. By 
working on a sliding scale fee, they enable 

any person who needs counseling to receive it. Money is not an obstacle to receiving good mental health 
counseling or pastoral counseling at Canterbury. In order to do this good work, they host the Illumination 
Luncheon hoping to “shine light on the good work of Canterbury.” The purpose of the luncheon is two-fold: 
first, they hope to educate more folks in our community to the type of counseling services that are available at 
Canterbury, often by inviting a current or former client to tell their own story of their counseling at Canterbury, 
and second, to raise funds to enable Canterbury to continue to provide quality counseling on a sliding scale 
fee, making it affordable for all. If you would be interested in attending this luncheon to learn more about the 
work of Canterbury, I invite you to come as my guest and sit at my table – I proudly serve on the board of 
Canterbury currently. Please call me (233-2527 ext. 104), email me (kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com), 
or stop me in the hall to let me know you’d like to attend. Look forward to seeing you there!

— Kendra

You’re Invited
CANTERBURY COUNSELING CENTER’S 3RD ANNUAL ILLUMINATION LUNCHEON

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, NOON, CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL PARISH HOUSE

YO
U

TH

mailto:kendra.plating%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=


847 C
leveland Street,  

G
reenville, South C

arolina 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Vol. LIX   August 13, 2018   No. 32

TH
E BRAN

C
H

 (U
SPS N

o. 597060) is published w
eekly January 

thru Decem
ber (except one w

eek in July and Decem
ber). 

Periodicals postage paid at G
reenville, SC

 29602. PO
STM

ASTER: 
Send address changes to TH

E BRAN
C

H
, 847 C

leveland Street 
G

reenville, SC
 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).  

Kim
berly C

oates, Editor.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 13-19 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m)
August 20-26 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/17-18 Merge for Rising 6th, 7th and 12th  
  Grade Youth (Asbury Hills,   
  Cleveland, SC)
8/18 9:30am-2:00pm LGBTQ and  
  Friends Picnic (Conestee Park)
8/19 9:15am Promotion Sunday  
  Breakfast for Youth Family  
  (AYMC)
 10:30am Kendra Plating,   
  Proclaimer
 5:00-7:00pm Parent Youth Night  
  (Fellowship Hall)
8/25 10:00am-12:30pm  SEE:   
  “Everything Is a Human Being”  
  with Marlanda Dekine (Parlor)
8/26 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
8/30-9/3   AYMC Closed for Floor   
 Refinishing and Observance of  
 Labor Day 
9/1-3 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/2 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
9/3 Church Offices Closed in   
 Observance of Labor Day
9/5 Wednesdays at First Resume
9/7 6:00pm Senior Adult Banquet     
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 8/11
$1,600,000

Receipts of 8/9
$1,479,959

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, 
including supper, will resume on 
September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 109.

Care List 
as of 8/10/18

Hospitals
As of 8/10/2018, there are no 
hospitalized members of whom we 
are aware.

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Polly Gaskin
Rolling Green Rehab: Freddie 
Jameson

Sympathy to…
…Margaret Faile in the death of her 
brother.

Congratulations to…
…Ashley and Myra Moreira on the 
birth of twin daughters, Jincie Sayre 
Moreira and Juniper Marie Moreira, on 
July 27, 2018.
…Amy and Chris Pruitt on the birth of 
a son, Bodhi Marshall Pruitt, on  
July 28, 2018 in Durham, NC. Bodhi’s 
older brother is Calvin and his 
grandparents in our church are Anne 
Calhoun and Ronn Carroll.

Sing and Sip
During the summer 
months of June, 
July and August, 
the Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses one 
Wednesday evening a 
month but continues 

to rehearse at 10:00am each Sunday 
before worship services. To make these 
evening rehearsals even more fun, we 
hold them off-campus in a singer’s home. 
After we sing, we sip – and snack. It is 
a wonderful time to “try out” the choir! 
Even if you are not available to attend 
the Wednesday evening outings, join us 
on Sunday morning. Contact Vivian at 
vivian.hamilton@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 124 for more 
information or if interested in the choir.

— Kimberly

Last One of Summer
Wednesday, August 15, 7:00pm 
   Mike Payne’s 
   705 Lady Hillingdon Court, Greer

Introducing…
Jesse Weathers, 1850 Greenpond 
Road, Fountain Inn 29644, joined FBG 
privately on July 22, by profession of 
faith and requesting baptism. Jesse is 
employed with Greenpond Farms.


