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For as many years as I can 
remember, I’ve watched the 
President of the United States 
deliver the annual State of the 
Union Address. Amid the pomp 
and pageantry of the evening, 
the lauding and loathing of 
partisan legislators, and the well-
choreographed recognition of 
politically advantageous guests, 
the president evaluates time 
passed and attempts to orient the 
nation toward the days to come. 
Regardless of who is in office, it’s a 
speech I never miss.

On Sunday, September 16, I’d like 
to share a ‘State of the Church 
Address’ with you. I have entered 
my fifth year as your Senior 
Minister. I think it’s time we spend 
a moment reflecting on the years 
we’ve ministered together and 
intentionally look forward to the 
next four years. During the morning 
worship hour, we will celebrate the 
last four years of God’s work in 
us and through us at First Baptist 
Greenville. After worship, I’d like 
for you to attend a luncheon in 
the Fellowship Hall and allow me 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT to share with you my vision for 

the next four years. There will 
be no charge for the luncheon, 
but you will need to make a 
reservation. We can comfortable 
seat approximately 300 in our 
Fellowship Hall, so do not delay 
in making your reservation. 
Reservations may be made at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
state-of-the-church/ or by calling 
the church office. 

No sergeant at arms will announce 
my arrival. I’m not planning to 
enter the Fellowship Hall with 
“Hail to the Chief” playing in the 
background (or “Amazing Grace”…
or Annie’s “Tomorrow”…or “Don’t 
Stop Believing”…or “You Don’t 
Mess Around with Jim”). I do not 
expect you to stand and endlessly 
applaud as I ascend the platform. 
(Ascend is a bit of a stretch. It’s 
only two feet high.) I’m trusting one 
side of the Fellowship Hall will not 
break into partisan applause while 
the other side sits dissentingly 
silent. Rather, I’m hoping we sit 
together as a faith family, enjoy 
a good meal, and joyfully commit 
ourselves to a vibrant future. 

So…save the date, Sunday, 
September 16…and I’ll see you at 
the State of the Church Address.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

August 12, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Zechariah 14:12-21

Sermon: A Peek at the Last Page
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloist: Amy Joye
Anthem: “Fare Thee Well”  

– HAIRSTON

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary this Sunday 
are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Dorothy Pedrick Peace and 
Bony Hampton Peace Jr. by their family.

The flowers in the Narthex are given 
by the family of Catherine Ann Jeter in 
celebration of her August 13th birthday 
and in memory of her life-long love and 

devotion for her family, children and 
friends.

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Next available 

date: August 19  

From the Organist...
May I be transparent for a moment? 

Zechariah is scary. It is a difficult book to 
match up with church music. I seriously 
considered playing Bach’s Toccata and 

Fugue in D Minor for this coming Sunday. 
I am certainly looking forward to hearing 

what Pastor Jim is going to teach us. 
One thing I did notice in the book was 

the theme of God’s holy and just nature. 
In that holiness and justice, we also find 
tremendous mercy. That is definitely a 
message to share with the world! Read 

more at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
the-organists-blog/ 

— Shelton

Tutu Desk Project 
Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 

Africa School, $20 each 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

Reminders
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Being new can be scary and overwhelming for anyone! Merge Retreat is an event 
for rising 6th, 7th, and 12th graders to spend time having fun together. Our Merge 
event at Asbury Hills Camp in Cleveland, SC, will be a wonderful time for our 
newest in the Youth Family to have their very own 24-hour event to celebrate and 
get acquainted with our 7th & 12th graders!

I want to provide a place for our newest members to jump right in with us and feel 
they are a special piece of our family and are loved. Our 7th graders were new just 

a short 12 months ago, and they will be able to speak to our new 6th graders in a comforting way while our seniors will be 
using their leadership skills to mentor both grades. It is the perfect way to start our year in the FBG Youth Family!

Sign Up Now using this registration link: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/merge-2018/

Merge Retreat
AUGUST 17 - 18, RISING 6TH, 7TH, AND 12TH GRADES

$75/PERSON
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You are invited to attend a Sunday School Open House on Sunday, August 12th, in our Fellowship Hall from 9:30-
10:15am. Teachers and leaders from each of our twelve adult classes will be on hand to greet you in a comfortable, 
informal setting where you can walk from “booth to booth” asking questions about class sizes, lesson styles and social 
activities. I hope you will take advantage of this excellent opportunity to find out more about our wonderful adult Sunday 
School ministry. The classes are diverse in their approach to teaching and in the curricula they choose. Each class 
attempts to meet the individual and corporate needs of its members through study and fellowship. Many classes engage 
in mission projects and are active in ministry outside the class time. In addition, there are joint adult class options in the 
Fellowship Hall during the summer and during Advent. Our overall goal is to provide an environment of lifelong learning 
that enables adults to mature in faith, deepen relationships, and learn to invest their God-given gifts in ministry. We want 
to assist you in finding a class which meets your needs and in which you can grow and serve.

Adult Sunday School classes meet from 9:15-10:15am on Sunday mornings, and you can check out a list of our adult 
classes by visiting the website below. If you have questions, contact me at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/adults/

— Matt
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N Dear New Members and Newcomers, Visitors and Guests, Long 
Time Members and Loyal Pew Huggers (and anyone who is looking 
for a smaller, more intimate community within the larger church),

Rockmont, is a celebratory time in the life of our Youth Family. We are kicking off a 
new school year, we are welcoming a new group of 6th graders, and we are in many 
ways finding some moments together, to catch our breath, after a very busy start of 
school and fall schedules. Rockmont is a tradition that has been built for many years. 
Year after year, our youth celebrate a significant milestone as they arrive at Camp 
Rockmont together, a tradition that will continue to create memories and set a strong 
foundation for our Youth Family. 

Early Bird Pricing: $120 - Due by August 20  
After August 20: $130/person

Sign Up Now using this registration link: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/rockmont-
registration/

— Mary Carol

All Youth Fall Retreat
ROCKMONT, SEPTEMBER 1 - 3
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My first thought when asked to compose a piece for 
The Branch about stewardship was where to begin. My 
concept of Stewardship was considered from multiple 
perspectives:

…from observing my parents and grandparents as they put 
God first in their lives and therefore in their giving.

…from observing near-poverty level students take turns 
sharing the little they had with friends – buying each other 
treats, supporting the school’s food and clothing drives or 
in supporting big school projects such as Saint Jude or 
Habitat for Humanity by giving more.

…from observing my own growth from childhood with 
coins tied in a handkerchief to the adult with a checkbook 
and/or smartphone ready to add my offerings to make the 
difference.

I’m uncertain which of these points of view works most for 
me. I do know that during the course of our everyday lives, 
we spend based on the price tag for the things we want in 
life, and we generally accept the cost and move on to the 
next thing we want to purchase.

One place we can’t and don’t put a price tag is at church. 
The relationships among the congregants, the sermons, 
the music sung, growing our children to be good and 
thoughtful Christians and the countless other items that 
could be listed – just knowing that behind the Sunday 
morning scene there are programs and committees 
providing an array of services for us and our wider 
community – are priceless.

The challenge for us is to grow in our giving. What do we 
value? We need to show it with our lives – our time, talents 
and resources. If you haven’t given before, give now. If 
you have given, give a little more. If we all work together 
incrementally, good things will happen.

Whatever your motivation, the challenge is to not just 
continue giving but to increase our support cheerfully and 
regularly. I think we can and will.

— Pat Booker-Christy 
Stewardship Committee Member

Stewardship Challenge

What are the voices that guide you closer to your deepest self? The 
words? The places? The circumstances? Join Marlanda Dekine-
Sapient Soul, poet and transformation worker, for a retreat based in 
contemplation, writing, self-discovery and dialogue. The retreat will 
center around a keynote speech from a collection of Alice Walker’s 
writings, “Living By The Word.” Using Walker’s writing, we will look 
deeply into our personal, interpersonal and collective humanity. 
Together, we will imagine our way into a space of wholeness, mutuality 
and courage. This Spiritual Enrichment Event (SEE) will be held in the 
First Baptist Parlor on August 25, 10:00am-12:30pm. The cost is $10, 
which includes lunch at 12:30pm. Register at firstbaptistgreenville.com/
everythingisahumanbeing.

Marlanda Dekine is Sapient Soul, a poet and social worker living in South Carolina. She seeks to go beyond the 
consumption of art and the exploitation of people’s gifts towards building emotional infrastructures for the sustainability 
of the artist within us all. She believes in our imaginative power for equity. To this end, she founded {unnamed}, a 
transformative art label that shares art and cultivates artists. Marlanda is also the author and recording artist of i am from 
a punch & a kiss, a multimedia project released in 2017. She is the Founder and Executive Director of Speaking Down 
Barriers, a nonprofit that works to transform our life together across human difference. Marlanda’s poems and thoughts 
can be found in USA Today, Sojourners, The Greenville News, The Spartanburg Herald Journal, Spartanburg Magazine, 
Flycatcher Journal, Spark & Echo Arts, Minerva Rising’s Sparrow’s Trill, and The New Social Worker. Her intention is for 
her poems to move the world towards healing and transformation.

— Jennifer

SEE
EVERYTHING IS A HUMAN BEING

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/everythingisahumanbeing
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 6-12 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)
August 13-19 

Jim Dant  
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/12 9:15am Sunday School Open  
  House (Fellowship Hall)
 9:30am Protecting Our Children  
  (E-317)
 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
8/17-18 Merge for Rising 6th, 7th and 12th  
  Grade Youth (Asbury Hills,   
  Cleveland, SC)
8/18 9:30am-2:00pm LGBTQ and  
  Friends Picnic (Conestee Park)
8/19 9:15am Promotion Sunday  
  Breakfast for Youth Family  
  (AYMC)
 10:30am Kendra Plating,   
  Proclaimer
 5:00-7:00pm Parent Youth Night  
  (Fellowship Hall)
8/25 10:00am-12:30pm  SEE:   
  “Everything Is a Human Being”  
  with Marlanda Dekine (Parlor)
8/26 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
9/1-3 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/1-3 AYMC Closed in Observance of  
 Labor Day
9/2 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 8/4
$1,550,000

Receipts of 8/3
$1,437,143

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, 
including supper, will resume on 
September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 109.

Care List 
as of 8/6/18
Hospitals

As of 8/6/2018, there are no 
hospitalized members of whom we 
are aware.

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Polly Gaskin

Discharged
Philip Watson, Parker Way, Myra 
Hendley and newborn twin daughters

Sympathy to…
…Monty Lafitte and family in the 
death of his father.
…Neil Cochran and family in the death 
of his brother Alan.

Sing and Sip
During the summer 
months of June, 
July and August, 
the Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses one 
Wednesday evening a 
month but continues 

to rehearse at 10:00am each Sunday 
before worship services. To make these 
evening rehearsals even more fun, we 
hold them off-campus in a singer’s home. 
After we sing, we sip – and snack. It is 
a wonderful time to “try out” the choir! 
Even if you are not available to attend 
the Wednesday evening outings, join us 
on Sunday morning. Contact Vivian at 
vivian.hamilton@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 124 for more 
information or if interested in the choir.

— Kimberly

Last One of Summer
Wednesday, August 15, 7:00pm 
   Mike Payne’s 
   705 Lady Hillingdon Court, Greer

Flower Update
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, August 5, were given by 
Jimmy Jeter in honor of Dr. Jim Dant 
and the church staff for all of their love 
and care in bringing us together as 
church family – God’s people in faith 
and fellowship.
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