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I am going to do what you have told 
me to do. I do not typically like being 
told what to do. I’ve got the same 
independent, rebellious streak most of 
you seem to have, but I am going to do 
what you have told me to do. As most 
of you know, I typically spend all my 
vacation days flying west. California is 
where I tend to rest. Nevada is where I 
play. The distance insures I disengage – 
to some degree – from the daily details 
of ministry and administration, but this 
year, at least for a few days, I’m going 
to do what you have told me to do. I am 
headed to the coast of South Carolina. 
I’ve lived here for four years, and I have 
yet to travel east. I guess it’s time.

I have reserved a home at Edisto Beach 
for a summer vacation. For the first 
time in as many years as I’ve been with 
you, all three of my daughters, their 
significant others (in whatever shape or 
form that may be at the time) and my 
granddaughter will all (did I say ALL) be 
able to get together. I’m looking forward 
to seeing this paradise of which you all 
speak. I’m looking forward to runs along 
the beach, good seafood, catching some 
rays, teaching the grandchild to swim, 

Rustlings
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and laughing, chatting, cooking, playing, 
being with my family. I am going to do 
what you have told me to do. I’m headed 
east.

So…in return…I’m hoping you’ll do 
some things I tell you to do. It’s just three 
things – and you know what they are. 
First, be in worship as often as you are 
able. It is the one time each week our 
‘faith family’ gets to be together. Summer 
schedules take us out of town frequently, 
but as often as you can schedule to 
be in town and be in worship, do it. 
Second, be faithful to your small group 
this summer: Sunday School, choir, 
mission circle, walking group, regular 
card game, whatever it is. The inevitable 
ups and downs of lives do not cease 
during the summer months. Even if our 
lives are steady, the life of one of our 
friends may not be. Time with your small 
group may be the lifeline someone else 
needs. Finally, be faithful in your giving 
through the summer. In fact, give a little 
extra during the summer. This is often 
the most costly time of the year for the 
church – camps, retreats, mission trips, 
etc. – but not always the highest income 
time of the year. Give a little beyond your 
regular gifts and make these summer 
months healthy months for your faith 
community. I’m doing what you’ve told 
me to do…I’m hoping you’ll return the 
favor. Have a fun summer!

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

August 5, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Micah 1:1, 5:2-5, 6:6-8
Sermon: All the Small Things

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Sara Kathryn Coates
Anthem: “Jesus, Thou Joy of 

Loving Hearts” - BASS

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate 

flowers to adorn our Sanctuary 
for worship, please contact 

Kimberly Coates at 233-2527 
ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com. Next 
available dates: August 5 and 19  

From the Organist...
The fact that the great God of 
heaven loves me and is thrilled 
to use me for God’s work never 
ceases to amaze me. We see 
over and over in the Bible that 

God uses seemingly insignificant 
people to accomplish great things: 
Gideon, David, Rahab, Mary. God 
chose to come to earth as a lowly 
carpenter’s son in a little town in 
a stable. God delights in the little 
things, and Jesus tells us that not 
even a sparrow falls to the ground 
without catching God’s attention. I 
am so glad God chooses the little 
things of this world to accomplish 
God’s work. Read more at http://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-
organists-blog/ .

— Shelton

Tutu Desk Project 
Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 

Africa School, $20 each 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

Reminders
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Believe it or not, “Back to School” items are filling 
the shelves. As summer vacation winds down, 
be sure to get Wednesdays at First and Sunday 
Evenings at First on your calendars. Save some 
time and go ahead and register your children, 
birth-5th grade at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
registration-pre-child-2018-19/ for Sunday School, 
Missions, Children’s Choir and other activities. You 
will want to be involved in what God is doing at  
First Baptist Greenville!

— Kimberly

Wednesdays at First and More…
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Adult Sunday School Teachers and Leaders, 

Please join us for breakfast and coffee in celebration 
of your leadership for our adult Sunday School 
classes. For your other class members, Jim Dant will 
lead a joint lesson that morning in the Chapel during 
the Sunday School hour. 

Thank you for all you do for your classes and for the 
church!

Sincerely, 
Matt and the Spiritual Formation Committee
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N Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Breakfast
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, AT 9:15AM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

Wednesdays at First resume September 5

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time and Supper 
4:45-6:00pm Supper in Fellowship Hall 
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions and Choirs 
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship 
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (resume August 22)

Sunday Evenings at First resume September 9

4:00-5:00pm Vocare Rehearsal 
5:00-7:00pm Youth Sunday Night Live 
6:00-7:00pm Bell Tower Ringers Rehearsal (resume August 26)

The flowers placed in our Sanctuary and Narthex bless our congregation 
twice – once when they bring God’s creation into our worship service, 
reminding us of the beauty and creativity of our God as they adorn our 
worship space. After they have graced our worship spaces, volunteers 
meet to take apart the single arrangement and reassemble the flowers 
into many smaller arrangements. More volunteers arrive and take these 
arrangements to share as they visit with members of our congregation 
who are not able to be with us in worship. They truly bless twice!

We have a number of upcoming Sundays for which no one is supplying 
flowers. If you are interested in any of these dates, please contact me at 
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext. 128 .

— Kimberly

Sanctuary Flowers

August 5 
August 19 

September 2 

September 9 
September 16 
September 23
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Each month, the Missions and Affiliations Committee highlights a local organization or church mission partner and 
encourages the congregation to collect items needed to support this ministry. Thank you for your very generous 

donations of diapers, used books and school supplies in recent months! Your gifts will make 
children, adults and families in Greenville healthier, happier and more likely to experience 
success in school. 

For the month of August, we are widening our focus and highlighting an opportunity to help 
children in sub-Saharan Africa experience success in school. As you have probably heard, 
our church has committed to furnish 1000 lap desks for 1000 children at an African school 
through the Tutudesk campaign. Each desk is US $20. To date, we have received donations 
to purchase 680 desks... so we are two-thirds of the way to our goal! (Thank you!) Instead 
of bringing items to fill our collection bins this month, we are instead asking you to make a 
gift to our Tutudesk campaign. As our community’s children and teachers go back to school 
this month, let’s remember the children and teachers in Africa and complete our goal of 1000 
desks by the end of August! 

For more information on the Tutudesk campaign and ways you can contribute, visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
tutudesk/

— Laura

Focus on Missions:
TUTUDESK CAMPAIGN

As we move into and continue through our “second half of life,” the invitation to honor 
ourselves, claim our wisdom and accept all of who we are will arise. Our choice is to accept 
this invitation, to go through this door, or not. What does it mean to honor our lives? What is 
the wisdom you have gleaned from your life experiences? Saying our “yes” to this invitation 
isn’t simple or easy, nor can this be done in isolation. We need the mirror and the questions 
of others to sustain and support us as we develop curiosity and compassion for ourselves. 

During our day together we’ll explore these questions as we engage in self-reflection, small 
group conversation and large group process. Silence, poetry and ritual will be woven through 
our time. The cost of $85 includes workshop materials, snacks and a three-salad lunch. The 
Retreat Leaders will be our very own Rev. Carolyn Mathis, a retired pastoral counselor, and 
Sandra Smith, M.Div., a spiritual director and certified Enneagram consultant. For more 
information about the workshop contact Carolyn (864.979.7975, mathis.carolyn@gmail.
com) or Sandra (828.808.5820, sandracsmith@charter.net).

Registration is online: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/womens-retreat/

Please register by September 1st as we will have limited space! To register by phone, 
call Ryland Brown at First Baptist Greenville at 864-233-2527 ext. 137. For those who are 
in need of financial support, partial scholarships are available by calling Kyle Matthews or 
Kendra Plating at First Baptist Church: (864) 233-2527.

— Pastoral Care Ministry (Kendra, Kyle and Ryland)

A Day Retreat for Women
“WELCOMING ALL OF OURSELVES IN THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE”

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
Thursday, September 13, 9am-4pm, AYMC of First Baptist Greenville
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 30-August 5 
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)
August 6-12 

Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
8/1 10:00am Roadrunners to   
  Strawberry Hill for Lunch and  
  Shopping
 10:00am-2:00pm Youth End of  
  Summer Party (AYMC)
8/3 4:00-7:00pm Youth End of Summer  
  Pool Party
8/5 9:15am Sunday School Teacher  
  Appreciation Breakfast   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Carpenter Chapel)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
8/12 9:15am Sunday School Open  
  House (Fellowship Hall)
 9:30am Protecting Our Children  
  (E-317)
 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
8/17-18 Merge for Rising 6th, 7th and  
  12th Grade Youth (Asbury Hills,  
  Cleveland, SC)
8/19 9:15am Promotion Sunday  
  Breakfast for Youth Family  
  (AYMC)
 10:30am Kendra Plating,   
  Proclaimer
 5:00-7:00pm Parent Youth Night  
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 7/28
$1,500,000

Receipts of 7/27
$1,404,852

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, 
including supper, will resume on 
September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 109.

Care List 
as of 7/30/18

Hospitals
Greenville Memorial: Myra Hendley 
and newborn twin daughters

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Polly Gaskin

Discharged
Caitlin Hunt and infant Helen

Sympathy to…
…Jimmy Jeter in the death of his 
father.
…the family of Bob MacRae.

Congratulations to...
...Caitlin and Grice Hunt on the birth of 
a daughter, Helen Pearce Hunt, born 
July 20, 2018. Helen’s grandmother in 
our church is Rosemary New, and her 
great-grandmother in our church is 
Keeter Horton.

Sing and Sip
During the summer 
months of June, 
July and August, 
the Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses one 
Wednesday evening a 
month but continues 

to rehearse at 10:00am each Sunday 
before worship services. To make these 
evening rehearsals even more fun, we 
hold them off-campus in a singer’s home. 
After we sing, we sip – and snack. It is 
a wonderful time to “try out” the choir! 
Even if you are not available to attend 
the Wednesday evening outings, join us 
on Sunday morning. Contact Vivian at 
vivian.hamilton@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 124 for more 
information or if interested in the choir.

— Kimberly

Last One of Summer
Wednesday, August 15, 7:00pm 
   Mike Payne’s 
   705 Lady Hillingdon Court, Greer
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