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This year’s Holy Land Pilgrimage 
has almost come to an end. Each 
pilgrimage takes a different shape, 
explores a different theme and 
includes a different set of persons and 
personalities. This year, twenty-four 
members and friends of First Baptist 
Greenville embarked upon The Peace 
Pilgrimage: Exploring the Calm and 
Chaos of Palestine. We have made 
our way to most of the traditional 
holy sites: the Sea of Galilee, the 
Mount of the Beatitudes, Tabgha, 
Magdala, Capernaum, Caesarea 
Philippi, Bethlehem, the Mount of 
Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the Via Dolorosa, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher and more. In addition, 
however, we took pilgrim steps into 
less charted and less visited territories: 
the Golan Heights, the border region 
of Israel, the graffiti laden wall of the 
West Bank, and a Palestinian refugee 
settlement. No one will return to 
Greenville unchanged. I like the sign 
affixed to the door of the Catholic 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It 
reads, “If you enter here as a tourist, 
you would exit as a pilgrim. If you 
enter here as a pilgrim, you would exit 
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here as a holier one.”  The pilgrims 
come home after an encounter with 
the Holy…

Our pilgrims all made some level of 
sacrifice to engage this experience. 
The financial cost of the pilgrimage 
was relative to each person’s 
measure of wealth. Some of our 
pilgrims sacrificed vacation time. For 
others, it was time away from family 
and the missing of significant family 
events. For others, it was choosing 
‘pilgrimage’ over a ‘vacation’ in Israel 
– convents and communion over five 
star hotels and buffets. Everyone 
sacrificed something. It’s the other 
pilgrims in the Holy Land that always 
amaze me – persons I meet along the 
way who readily tell you – with tears in 
their eyes and a smile wrinkling their 
cheeks, “I’ve saved my whole life for 
this.” 

Pilgrimage is often listed among 
the spiritual disciplines. In all major 
faith expressions, pilgrimage is one 
way we express our love for God. If 
you’ve never considered taking a faith 
pilgrimage, I hope you’ll start saving 
to gift yourself and God with this 
meaningful experience. If pilgrimage is 
not your thing, I hope you’ll be faithful 
and sacrificial in other ways. Share 
your time. Share your resources. 
Share yourself freely in your world.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

July 29, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews

Scripture: Jonah
Sermon: The Forgiver: God’s Single 

Standard for Us
Service Music: Kyle Matthews and 
Ensemble of Singers and Musicians

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: July 29  

From the Organist...
Isn’t it wonderful to know that we 
can trust in God no matter what is 
happening in our lives? Whether 

we are in a time of peace or sorrow, 
depending upon God can settle us 
and make our souls well. The story 

of Jonah shows us a man who never 
quite seemed to be able to truly 
learn this lesson. May we follow 

the example of the sailors and the 
Ninevites in learning to turn to God 
and trust completely because God’s 

way is always perfect... Read more at 
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/.  
— Shelton

Tutu Desk Project 
Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 

Africa School, $20 each 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

Reminders
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August 3 
Rachel Woods (99) 
243 Pimlico Road 

Greenville, SC 29607

August 6 
Bea Blanton 

1045 Shaffer Corner Road 
Varnville, SC 29944

August 8 
Nancy McJunkin 

408 Freedom Drive 
Walhalla, SC 29691

August 13 
Ben Turner (96) 

Pendleton Manor 
414 Summit Drive, Room #211 

Greenville, SC 29609

August 29 
Catherine Sumerel (90) 

Heartland East 
601 Sulphur Springs Road 

Greenville, SC 29617
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Happy Birthday!
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST WHO 
ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO BE WITH US IN WORSHIP:

Am I the only one who has known the misery of getting tickled in a worship service and being unable to stop 
it? Something about “not being allowed” to laugh in a somber service just makes it all the harder to get myself 
together! And there’s no place to hide; everyone can see me jiggling with giggling! The harder I try to pull it 
together, the funnier it all seems. I remember times as a teenager when I really thought I might rupture an 
internal organ trying to suppress a laugh!

Who came up with the not-laughing rule anyway? Is there a scripture verse that disallows it? The more I learn 
about the scriptures, the more humor I find! If it’s there, wouldn’t it be a sign of disrespect not to laugh?

As we’ve worked through the minor prophets in worship this summer, we’ve come across some dark and hard 
texts, but the book of Jonah is a comedy. It’s not included in our Bibles to make us feel bad about not going 
to the “foreign mission field,” and it’s not a children’s book. It’s a scathing satirical comedy that fits more 
along the lines of Oscar Wilde, Mark Twain, and even Saturday Night Live.  

Come join us for worship this Sunday prepared to laugh – yes, in church. Out loud. It’s not a question of 
whether that’s ok. The question is whether we have the maturity and humility to be able to laugh when the 
joke’s on us!

— Kyle

Jonah

Roadrunners to Lunch and Shop
Strawberry Hill to Lunch and Produce Shop
Wednesday, August 1
Depart Church: 10:0å0am
Cost: $2 for bus; lunch and shop on your own
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Over 150 children were on our ball fields on Friday, June 29. 
They were here with area Sunshine House Learning Centers 
participating in a Carolina Panthers mock training camp. Sunshine 
House was selected from many applications to be the host of 
the camp, and a mutual connection asked if they could use our 
fields. Panther coaches came and set up several stations in which 
the children could participate. They even got to see real footage 
of games, practices and training! This community outreach is 
a spinoff of NFL 60 which is a program aimed at getting and 
keeping kids active for 60 minutes a day. As the old saying goes, 
“A fun time was had by all.”

— Mittie

AYMC Pulse

The 29th annual United Ministries’ Transformation Walk, 
sponsored by Bon Secours Health System, will occur on 
Saturday, September 22nd. The event now includes a 5k 
run and has a new location – right here at First Baptist 
Greenville, allowing us to walk along the Swamp Rabbit 
Trail! Registration begins at 8am, with the event kicking 
off at 9am. The Walk is FREE. The fee to run is $25 for 
early bird registration (ends July 31st) and $30 beginning 
on August 1st. Stories of the transformation of those 
who have come through United Ministries’ doors will be 
featured. You can sign up today at www.united-ministries.
org/transformation-walk/

— Laura

Save the Date!
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018

http://www.united-ministries.org/transformation-walk/
http://www.united-ministries.org/transformation-walk/
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 23-29 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
July 30-August 5 

Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
7/23-28 Unidiversity Youth Camp   
  (University of Tennessee)
7/29 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Kyle Matthews,   
  Proclaimer
8/1 10:00am Roadrunners to   
  Strawberry Hill for Lunch and  
  Shopping
 10:00am-2:00pm Youth End of  
  Summer Party (AYMC)
8/3 4:00-7:00pm Youth End of Summer  
  Pool Party
8/5 9:15am Sunday School Teacher  
  Appreciation Breakfast   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Carpenter Chapel)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
8/12 9:15am Sunday School Open  
  House (Fellowship Hall)
 9:30am Protecting Our Children  
  (E-317)
 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
8/17-18 Merge for Rising 6th,7th and  
  12th Grade Youth (Asbury Hills,  
  Cleveland, SC)

Financial Needs as of 7/21
$1,450,000

Receipts of 7/20
$1,374,988

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, 
including supper, will resume on 
September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Care List 
as of 7/23/18
Hospitals

GHS Patewood: Caitlin Hunt and 
baby girl

Rehab
NHC – Greenville: Polly Gaskin

Discharged
Bill Jett, Donnie Simmons, Barbara 
Gulley

Sympathy to...
...the family of Hayden Hays.
...Becky Hartness and family in the 
death of her aunt.
...Steve Luck and family in the death 
of his sister-in-law.

Sing and Sip
During the summer 
months of June, 
July and August, 
the Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses one 
Wednesday evening a 
month but continues 

to rehearse at 10:00am each Sunday 
before worship services. To make these 
evening rehearsals even more fun, we 
hold them off-campus in a singer’s home. 
After we sing, we sip – and snack. It is 
a wonderful time to “try out” the choir! 
Even if you are not available to attend 
the Wednesday evening outings, join us 
on Sunday morning. Contact Vivian at 
vivian.hamilton@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 124 for more 
information or if interested in the choir.

— Kimberly

Summer Schedule
Wednesday, July 25, 7:00pm 
   Paul Sewell’s 
   134 Broughton Drive, Greenville
Wednesday, August 15, 7:00pm 
   Mike Payne’s 
   705 Lady Hillingdon Court, Greer
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