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The charter bus should arrive at 
1:00pm today. Twenty-four pilgrims – 
members and friends of First Baptist 
Greenville – will climb aboard and 
head to the airport in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. After spending necessary 
time in lines at ticketing, security, 
food court restaurants and the gate, 
we will fly to Munich, Germany. From 
Munich we fly to Tel Aviv, Israel, 
and then ride another charter to our 
accommodations at a Catholic convent 
on the Sea of Galilee. 

During our time in the Holy Land, 
we will be exploring the theme ‘The 
Calm and Chaos of Palestine.’ As we 
move from biblical text to biblical text 
and holy site to holy site, we will be 
asking the question, “How does this 
text and site provide a sense of calm, 
and how does it produce a sense of 
chaos?” For instance, the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher houses both the 
crucifixion site and resurrection site of 
Jesus – chaos and calm. This same 
church is owned/managed by three 
different religious groups/faiths; they 
don’t always get along – calm and 
chaos. The geography of the region 
is no different. The Sea of Galilee 
will be a peaceful setting for us to 

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

share communion as a group, but in a 
moment, a wind can sweep over the 
Golan Heights and disrupt a pilgrim 
boat ride. Storms are common and 
turbulent on the Sea of Galilee. Add 
to the churches and the geography, 
the politics of the land. I rarely 
address the politics of this region 
while on pilgrimage, but how can it 
be avoided when you’re exploring 
the idea of ‘calm and chaos’? Our 
pilgrims will meet people, view a 
region and engage a history that 
makes traditional understandings of 
terms like ‘pro-Palestine’ and ‘pro-
Israel’ over-simplistic and theologically 
unacceptable. God, Christianity and 
humane reasoning are pro what is 
right and just. No one is entitled to a 
free pass with regard to any and all 
behavior. 

When our pilgrimage has ended, we 
will reverse the travel route and return 
to our homes in Greenville. We will 
have spent almost two weeks praying, 
shopping, listening, learning, eating, 
reading, walking, climbing, singing and 
resting. I hope when we return, we’ve 
learned to better live with the inherent 
calm and chaos of all our lives…

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

July 22, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews

Scripture: Nahum
Sermon: The Avenger: Our Double 

Standard for God
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloist: Chris Mitchell
Anthem: “The Morning Trumpet”  

— arr. BANKS 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary today 

are given in loving memory of Blanche 
Owen Carpenter by her family. In 

celebration of her life and love, may 
we all remember Psalm 118:24: This is 
the day the Lord has made; let us be 

glad and rejoice in it. 
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: July 29 

From the Organist...
Nahum 1 describes the awesome 
power of God. It describes God’s 

absolute dominion over the 
mountains, seas and people of the 

earth. The passage builds up a 
mighty and seemingly terrifying deity 
so that we understand more fully its 
description of God’s goodness and 

mercy. This juxtaposition helps us to 
appreciate more fully all of the grace 

bestowed upon us by God. The hymn 
“O Worship the King” is Nahum’s 

perfect pair. O tell of God’s might; O 
sing of God’s grace—whose robe is 

the light, whose canopy space... Read 
more at http://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/the-organists-blog/ 
— Shelton

Reminders
Tutu Desk Project 

Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 
Africa School, $20 each 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
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During the summer months of June, July and August, the Sanctuary Choir rehearses one Wednesday evening 
a month but continues to rehearse at 10:00am each Sunday before worship services. To make these evening 
rehearsals even more fun, we hold them off-campus in a singer’s home. After we sing, we sip – and snack. 
It is a wonderful time to “try out” the choir! Even if you are not available to attend the Wednesday evening 
outings, join us on Sunday morning. Contact Vivian at vivian.hamilton@firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
864-233-2527 ext. 124 for more information or if interested in the choir.

— Kimberly
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Sing and Sip

You are invited to attend a Sunday School Open 
House on Sunday, August 12th, in our Fellowship Hall 
from 9:30-10:15am. Teachers and leaders from each 
of our twelve adult classes will be on hand to greet 
you in a comfortable, informal setting where you can 
walk from “booth to booth” asking questions about 
class sizes, lesson styles and social activities. I hope 
you will take advantage of this excellent opportunity 
to find out more about our wonderful adult Sunday 
School ministry. The classes are diverse in their 
approach to teaching and in the curricula they 
choose. Each class attempts to meet the individual 
and corporate needs of its members through study 
and fellowship. Many classes engage in mission 
projects and are active in ministry outside the class 
time. In addition, there are joint adult class options 
in the Fellowship Hall during the summer and during 

Advent. Our overall goal is to provide an environment 
of lifelong learning that enables adults to mature in 
faith, deepen relationships, and learn to invest their 
God-given gifts in ministry. We want to assist you in 
finding a class which meets your needs and in which 
you can grow and serve.

Adult Sunday School classes meet from 9:15-
10:15am on Sunday mornings, and you can check 
out a list of our adult classes by visiting the website 
below. If you have questions, contact me at matt.
rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/adults/

— Matt

Dear New Members and Newcomers, Visitors and 
Guests, Long Time Members and Loyal Pew Huggers 
(AND ANYONE WHO IS LOOKING FOR A SMALLER, MORE INTIMATE COMMUNITY 
WITHIN THE LARGER CHURCH),

SUMMER SCHEDULE

Wednesday, June 27, 7:00pm — Progressive Sing and Sip 
 Sing at David and Vivian Hamilton’s 
 104 Newkirk Way, Travelers Rest 
 Sip at Danette Patterson’s 
 108 Wild Geese Way, Travelers Rest

Wednesday, July 25, 7:00pm 
 Paul Sewell’s 
 134 Broughton Drive, Greenville

Wednesday, August 15, 7:00pm 
 Mike Payne’s 
 705 Lady Hillingdon Court, Greer

mailto:vivian.hamilton%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:matt.rollins%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:matt.rollins%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/adults/
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Each year FBDS has a school-wide intention for the year. For the 2017-18 year, it was 
“Building Community… Who are we together?” Each class interpreted the thread of 
interest in a different way. The 5s class spent time focusing on animal communities. 
They researched different animals, took a research trip to the Greenville Zoo, created 
their own animal habitats, and created their own “Greenville Zoo.” Their creations 
grew to such an extent that they had to move it all to a larger space. They decided to 
create a large tree for the zoo using an old floor lamp. Using paper mache and paint, 
they transformed the arms of the lamp into beautiful branches and created colorful 
leaves out of clay, which were fired in the new FBDS kiln. They also invited their family 
members to create leaves for the tree. They served as docents and invited other 
classes and parents to visit the zoo as they proudly and confidently shared information 
about their animals and habitats. At the end of the school year, they decided to donate 
the beautiful tree to the school. It is undergoing some repair work this summer, but we 
plan to have it living on the B-200 hallway later this summer and hope you will take 
time to enjoy its beauty. 

— Kathy Stewart

FBDS Gift from Fives Class

We spent our week in Washington, D.C. listening to stories of people 
we had never met but walked away with friendship and new stories 
that were woven into our Youth Family as we worked and served in 
the city. We began our week meeting and listening to the wonderful 
people of Calvary Baptist Church. Our Youth Family gathered as a 
group of brave women told their stories. 

“I am a person,” said the first woman. “I walked through the desert for 
one week to get to here. I was starving. I work very hard. I am not a 
criminal. I am a person. I am a friend.” 

The women were so honest and vulnerable, trusting us with their 
stories. Some powerful words were shared with our Youth Family, “We 
are humans. Immigrants are your friends.” 

“Next year my TPS will end. I will be here illegally. If I go back, I won’t 
know anybody. I will have to leave my children here.” 

“We have the same God, but we treat each other differently.” 

This special hour with the Calvary folks framed our week of service 
and helped us to remember to listen to the stories of all those who 
cross our paths…you just might make a new friend. Go and Do 
Likewise.

View more photos here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/mission-trip/

— Mary Carol

High School Mission Trip to Washington, D.C.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/mission-trip/
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For Your Calendar!
7/18 9:00am-2:00pm Youth Mission  
  Possible, Lunch Club (Haywood  
  Mall Food Court) and Bible Study
 11:00am Roadrunners to Lunch at  
  Whistle Stop Café in Travelers  
  Rest, SC
7/22 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Kyle Matthews,   
  Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
7/23-28 Unidiversity Youth Camp   
  (University of Tennessee)
7/29 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Kyle Matthews,   
  Proclaimer
8/1 Roadrunners to Strawberry Hill for  
 Lunch and Shopping
 10:00am-2:00pm Youth End of  
  Summer Party (AYMC)
8/3 4:00-7:00pm Youth End of Summer  
  Pool Party
8/5 9:15am Sunday School Teacher  
  Appreciation Breakfast   
  (Fellowship Hall)
 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Carpenter Chapel)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 7/14
$1,400,000

Receipts of 7/13
$1,330,154

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 7/16/18

Hospitals
As of 7/16/2018, there are no 
hospitalized members of whom we 
are aware.

Rehab
NHC – Greer: Polly Gaskin 

Sympathy to…
…Donna Lemons and family in the 
death of her nephew.
…the family of George Irwin.

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, 

including supper, will resume on 
September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 16-22 
Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

July 23-29 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Introducing…
Mike Parker, 330 Crandall Way, 
Spartanburg 29301, joined FBG 
during worship on Sunday, July 1, by 
statement of previous profession of 
faith and baptism. Mike’s husband is 
Walter Lundy.


