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I was standing in the entryway of 
the chapel of Mission Dolores two 
weeks ago. The chapel is a small, 
120-seat structure, attached to 
the Basilica of Mission Dolores. 
Established in June 1776, Mission 
Dolores is the oldest original 
intact mission in California and 
is the oldest building in San 
Francisco. Chanticleer, one of 
San Francisco’s premier musical 
ensembles, presented their 
first concert in this building. On 
this particular night, 120 guests 
gained access to tickets to the 40th 
Anniversary of their first concert. 
I was standing in the entryway 
with my ticket. From behind, a 
gentleman touched me on the 
shoulder. I turned, and he asked, 
“Are you Jim Dant, the Senior 
Minister at First Baptist Church 
in Greenville, South Carolina?” I 
said that I was, and he continued, 
“I was at a concert last Friday 
night, here in San Francisco, and 
between songs the story of First 
Baptist Greenville’s work toward 
racial and gender inclusion was 
told. I saw you standing here and 
just wanted to meet you and say 
thank you.”

Days earlier, I watched the youth 
of First Baptist Greenville step 
off a charter bus onto 8th Street 
in Washington, D.C I knew in 
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the days to come, they would 
be working with immigrants, the 
economically disadvantaged, and 
some of the social justice providers 
of our nation’s capital. Our youth 
were filled with energy and filled 
with God’s love.

Today, I scanned the bulletin 
board outside my office. Traveling 
members of our congregation 
have sent postcards from: New 
Mexico; Colorado; Hawaii; Virginia; 
Tybee Island; California; Missouri; 
Washington; Washington, D.C.; 
the Kennedy Space Center and….
Legoland! Many of the notes speak 
of enjoying the beauty of God’s 
world. Some even speak of the 
sharing of God’s love. 

Next Monday, twenty-plus 
members of First Baptist Greenville 
are flying to the Holy Land. We 
will be visiting holy sites, enjoying 
dialogue with Muslim, Christian 
and Jewish residents, visiting 
Palestinian refugee camps and 
generally engaging the ironically 
inherent chaos and calm of this 
region.  

This is just a glimpse – a three-
week glimpse – of First Baptist 
Greenville’s reach in God’s world. 
Let’s keep going…

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

July 15, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Amos 2:6-3:2
Sermon: Our Own Backyard

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Priscilla Harris

Anthem: “Lift Up Your Heads”  
— MATHIAS 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in our Sanctuary on Sunday, 

July 8, were given in loving memory 
of Marvin Behlke on his birthday by 
his wife, Mary Barr Behlke, and their 

children, Linda Panning and  
Bob Behlke. 

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Next available 

date: July 15 

From the Organist...
The Organist’s Blog is on vacation 

this week. Read past issues at http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-

blog/  
— Shelton

Reminders
Tutu Desk Project 

Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 
Africa School, $20 each 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/
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Let me take this opportunity to introduce you to Einstein Academy. Founded 
in 2005, we have made Suite D (D-100 hall) our home for almost 10 years! 
Enrolling 60 to 65 students, grades 4 through 8 each year, our focus is ADD, 
ADHD and Autism. This year we graduated 17 students who are moving on to 
various public and charter high schools. 

Retiring after 28 years from Greenville Tech, then consulting for the educational 
programs offered at the Ray and Joan Kroc Center, I accepted the position of 
Head Master of the Einstein Academy. My husband, Andy, and I are lifelong 
residents of Greenville. We are looking forward to 
the birth of our first grandchild, a boy, in October!

My office (269-8999) is located across from the 
Facilities Office. I look forward to introducing 
you to our teachers, giving you a brief tour of our 

school, and certainly telling you more about Einstein Academy. Our first day of 
class is August 13th.  

Thank you all for making the students and teachers of Einstein Academy a part of 
the First Baptist family.

Blessings, 
Claire Carter

Dear First Baptist Friends,
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The Pastoral Care Ministry is happy to sponsor a women’s 
retreat entitled, “Welcoming All of Ourselves in the Second 
Half of Life.” This retreat will be led by our very own Rev. 
Carolyn Mathis, retired pastoral counselor, and Sandra Smith, 
Enneagram consultant and instructor. As we move into “the 
second half of life,” we have the invitation to honor ourselves 
and claim the wisdom we have gained from experience. 
Come join other women as we use silence, poetry and ritual 
to explore deeper within ourselves and hear the voices of 
other wise women around us. Stay tuned for more information 
and online registration. Registration fee will include the cost of 
lunch for the day. 

— Pastoral Care Ministry  
(Kyle, Kendra and Ryland)
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A Day Retreat for the Women of First Baptist Greenville
“WELCOMING ALL OF OURSELVES IN THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE”

SEPTEMBER 13TH IN THE AYMC, 9AM-4PM

STAY TUNED FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION COMING SOON!
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...and you know who you are. Maybe nobody 
else does, but you know, and if you’re not 
being a good steward of your artistic gifts, 
the world is poorer for it, and you… well, 
you’re probably not feeling very fulfilled.

Did you know that First Baptist has had 
a Visual Arts Team operating quietly behind 
the scenes for several years? You’ve seen 
their beautiful paintings in the Lenten 

booklet. You’ve seen their objects in worship and at MidWeek 
Fellowship. They’ve already made significant contributions to our 
worship and fellowship experiences, but we’ve only scratched the 
surface!  

That’s where you come in! It’s time to start plotting and planning 
for the opportunities for art in the 2018-2019 church year. We’ll be 
meeting briefly after church on Sunday, July 15, in classroom A-418 
on the Heritage Hallway that extends across the Rotunda 
from the Sanctuary on that upper floor. Just show up that day 
around 11:45am. If you can’t make it, call me and let me catch you 
up on things (ext. 138). Maybe this is that opportunity for you to 
encourage the unsung artists you know to start sharing their gifts.

The church needs its artists. That’s why God gave you such special 
gifts and perspectives! Come join us!

— Kyle

Attention Artists! 

“School Tools” is designed to provide underprivileged students in the 
Greenville area with school supplies to start the school year. Last year, 
due to the generosity of our community, the United Way was able to 
give backpacks and school supplies to over 2200 students at 131 
schools and Head Start programs on their “School Tools” distribution 
day.

You can help! During the month of July, pick up a “School Tools” paper 
bag at the table near the Reception Desk. Attached to each bag will be 
a brief description of a student and a list of suggested school supplies 
that child will need. Have fun shopping and fill the brown bag with 
school tools. Purchasing a backpack is not required but all donated 
backpacks are greatly appreciated. Please return the backpacks and 
filled bags to the Reception Desk area table by Sunday, August 5.

We have requested 150 bags to help the underprivileged children of our 
community. Thanks in advance for your generosity!

— Becky Bouton, Missions Committee

United Way’s “School Tools”
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

July 9-15 
Jim Dant  

478-737-7298 (m)
July 16-22 

Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
7/10-13 Camp Prism for Children      
 (Finished Grades 3-5)
7/11 9:00am-2:00pm Youth Mission  
  Possible, Lunch Club and Bible  
  Study (AYMC)
7/13 8:00pm-12:30am All Youth Big  
  Game Night (AYMC)
7/15 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
7/18 9:00am-2:00pm Youth Mission  
  Possible, Lunch Club (Haywood  
  Mall Food Court) and Bible Study
 11:00am Roadrunners to Lunch  
  at Whistle Stop Café in Travelers  
  Rest, SC
7/22 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Kyle Matthews,   
  Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
7/23-28 Unidiversity Youth Camp   
  (University of Tennessee)
7/29 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Kyle Matthews,  
  Proclaimer

Financial Needs as of 7/7
$1,350,000

Receipts of 6/30
$1,256,966

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 7/7/18
Hospitals

As of 7/9/2018, there are no hospitalized 
members of whom we are aware.

Rehab
AnMed Rehab: Polly Gaskin

Discharged
Lindsay Waldrop, Earle Furman (Sr.)

Sympathy to...
…the family of John P. Cunningham.
…Howard Renda and family in the death 
of his cousin.

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 

supper, will resume on September 5.

Called Church Conference
During worship on Sunday, July 15, there 
will be a brief called Church Conference 
to vote on the slate of trustees (Bob 
Howard, Roy Janse, Brenda League) for 
the Foundation of First Baptist Greenville, 
South Carolina. 

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, is 
excited to announce that he is accepting 
students for the fall. Shelton offers 
private instruction in piano and organ 
at the church and teaches all ages and 
skill levels. To reserve a spot for the fall 
semester, contact Shelton at shelton.
love@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Introducing…
Abigail Handal, 114 Beattie Street, Simpsonville 29681, 
joined FBG during worship on Sunday, June 24, by 
profession of faith. She is scheduled for baptism on July 22. 
Her parents are Carlos and Marisa.

Dylan and Hannah Rigg, 926 Cleveland Street, Greenville 
29601, joined FBG during worship on Sunday, June 24 – 
Dylan by transfer of letter from another Baptist church and 
Hannah by statement of previous profession of faith and 
baptism. Dylan serves as FBG’s first Pastoral Resident.


