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The most prominent window in our 
Sanctuary is the ‘Come Unto Me’ 
window. It is larger than the “Heroes 
of Faith’ windows (which include some 
A-list heroes: Abraham, Moses and St. 
Francis, just to name a few). It is larger 
than our ‘Liturgical Seasons’ windows 
which represent the movement of 
the Christian year.  It is even larger 
than the ‘Lamb of God’ window that 
symbolizes the presence of Christ. 
Why is this window so prominent? 
Maybe it is because the elevation of 
heroes and saints, the celebration 
of holy seasons and even a stated 
devotion to Christ is meaningless if we 
do not have the capacity to at least – 
at the very least – care for the children 
of this world. It is a window reminding 
us of an incident in Jesus’ life when 
his disciples were shunning children. 
Jesus, on the other hand, welcomed 
them...held them...and said they were 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Welcoming children (at all costs), 
holding children (regardless of who 
and whose they are) and esteeming 
children (as God’s most precious 
creations) is one of the primary roles 
of the church, so the ‘Come Unto Me’ 
window is the most dominant window 
in our Sanctuary. Our children are 
among the primary investments of our 
church. 

For the moment, I’ve exhausted my 
desire to critique world governments 
(including our own) with regard to 
the mistreatment of children and 
the ignoring of inherent human 
rights. Really, this past week has 
exhausted me. I am willing, however, 
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to make some observations about 
positive work and care in the world. 
In this issue of The Branch you 
will be encouraged to give money 
to the Tutudesk Project – an effort 
to assist the educational needs of 
children in sub-Saharan Africa. Last 
week, I witnessed the breadth of 
our Preschool, Children and Youth 
Ministries as they were served and 
learned to serve in our world. Days 
ago, a new group of church volunteers 
availed themselves of our Protecting 
Our Children training and certification. 
They willingly participated in our 
efforts to make the church a safe 
place for children. Last night, a friend 
shared the story of Charlotte and 
Dave Wilner with me. The Wilners 
live near San Jose, California. Moved 
by images of displaced immigrant 
children on the Texas border, they 
decided to raise funds to help one 
immigrant family receive the legal 
services needed to reunite their 
family and begin negotiating their 
legal dilemma. Their goal? $1500. 
They directed their online fund raising 
efforts to RAICES (Refugee and 
Immigrant Center for Education and 
Legal Services). Within four days, they 
had exceeded the goal of $1500. They 
had raised $6,000,000. As of today, 
the total is $20,220,907. I’ve made my 
donation. 

The ‘Come Unto Me’ window is our 
most prominent window. How we 
welcome others – outsiders, strangers, 
foreigners and especially children – 
is the most dominant witness to the 
legitimacy of Christian faith – not who 
our heroes are or how well we worship 
or even what we confess.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

July 1, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Hosea 4:1-6a
Sermon: Job Description of a Prophet

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Anthem: “Set Me as a Seal”  

— CLAUSEN

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 

July 1, are given in loving memory of 
Gloria Campbell Harrelson and Gary 

Mark Harrelson, Caryn Harrelson 
Diseker and Walter Glenn Brackin Jr. on 

their birthdays by their family.  
Chosen by God and precious. 

1 Peter 2:4
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates at 

233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Next available 

date: July 15  

From the Organist...
The Organist’s Blog is on vacation 

this week. Read past issues at http://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-

blog/ 
— Shelton

Reminders
Summer Music Sunday  

featuring Adam Nitti 
July 8, 10:30am Worship 

11:30am Luncheon Concert by 
Reservation: $15/adult, $10/child 

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/summer-
music-sunday/

Tutu Desk Project 
Provide 1,000 Desks for a Sub-Saharan 

Africa School, $20 each 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-blog/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/tutudesk/
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The FBG Good Neighbor Team has been meeting for months to prepare for the arrival of a 
refugee family. 

Working with World Relief Upstate, the committee is making preparations in the areas of 
housing, transportation, employment, education, health and other matters to help a new family 
assimilate into our community.

World Relief is an international refugee resettlement agency.

FBG member Jennifer Conard Lee, a social worker and former WR staff member, is guiding the 
committee, assisted by Missions Coordinator Laura Stout.

Recently, resettlement efforts have stalled since the number of refugees coming into the U.S. has dwindled. Despite the 
uncertainty, World Relief has asked the committee to focus on helping existing refugee families already living in Greenville and 
Spartanburg. 

Committee members are Carrie Rieder, Marie Richards, Leigh Joye, 
Tony and Cam McDade, Frank and Susan Webb, Dana Moore, Chris 
Worthy, Laurie Berry-Dorroh, Leslie Nihart, Susan K. Shelley, Stephanie 
Wright, Buck Pennington, Bill and Mary Ruth Lacy, Jennifer Craig, Carol 
Ann Bell, Emily Fayssoux, Bill George, James Clanton, Sarah Byars, 
Marci DeWolf, Becky Bouton and Peggy Good.

Interested in learning more about these humanitarian efforts? Please contact Jennifer Lee at 864-593-1451.

— Marci DeWolf

Paving the Way for a Refugee Family

Most of us have all we need and most of what we want. In fact, we have recreational 
items, clothing, tools, books and boxes of other stuff we haven’t touched in years. In 
addition to what we own, we have access to some of the best museums, doctors, schools 
and universities, churches, libraries, restaurants and job opportunities in the world. Our 
possibilities are endless.

On Pentecost Sunday, my beautiful friend Mapitso Molebatsi Rivera presented me (and 
our church) with a Tutudesk signed by her uncle, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. It has been 
added to the list – the long list – of wonderful things that we have in our possession. It 
is truly cherished. Of course, I’m well aware that we own one and the vast majority of 
children in sub-Saharan Africa do not. Again…all we need and most of what we want.

Over 95 million students in sub-Saharan Africa do not have access to a desk at school or 
in their home. The average school serves 800-1000 students. First Baptist Greenville is 
adopting a school and raising $20,000 to provide 1000 students with Tutudesks. If 1000 
church members – adults and children – give just $20 each, we can easily reach our goal. 
To date, we have collected $7593. We would love to have our fundraising completed by the 
end of Summer. Our Day School and age group ministries are designing the desks. In 2019, 
representatives from our church will travel to Africa to present the desks, and then, for years, 
students will be able to comfortably learn in an enhanced educational environment. 

You may share your donation online at firstbaptistgreenville.com/giving/ or write a check (Tutudesk on the memo line) and 
deliver it to the church.

— Jim

Tutudesk Update

I WAS HUNGRY, AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD.
I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK.

I WAS A STRANGER, AND YOU WELCOMED ME.  
— MATTHEW 25:35

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/giving/
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“School Tools” is designed to provide underprivileged students in the 
Greenville area with school supplies to start the school year. Last year, 
due to the generosity of our community, the United Way was able to give 
backpacks and school supplies to over 2200 students at 131 schools and 
Head Start programs on their “School Tools” distribution day.

You can help! During the month of July, pick up a “School Tools” paper 
bag at the table near the Reception Desk. Attached to each bag will be a 
brief description of a student and a list of suggested school supplies that 
child will need. Have fun shopping and fill the brown bag with school tools. 
Purchasing a backpack is not required but all donated backpacks are greatly 
appreciated. Please return the backpacks and filled bags to the Reception 
Desk area table by Sunday, August 5.

We have requested 150 bags to help the underprivileged children of our 
community. Thanks in advance for your generosity!

— Becky Bouton, Missions Committee

United Way’s “School Tools”

“As an autonomous Baptist church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister alongside other groups, both 
Christian and non-Christian.” — from our Mission Statement

Faith Voices of Greenville
A JOINT SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES

9:15am Coffee and Fellowship 
9:30am Class Begins

6/3 An Introduction to Interfaith Dialogue with Reggie   
 Bruster, Greenville Interfaith Forum Board Chair

6/10 Buddhism with Bhikkhuni Sudinna, Carolina Buddhist  
 Vihara

6/17 Hinduism

6/24 Baha’i Basics with Frances and John Worthington,   
 Greenville Baha’i Center

7/1 Hope Class will present a wonderful visual tribute to   
 First Baptist

7/8 Unitarian Universalist with Jim Hennigan, Greenville   
 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

7/15 Islam with Mustafa Sange, Educator, Islamic Center of  
 Greenville

7/22 Judaism with Rabbi Mathew Marco, Congregation Beth  
 Israel

7/29 Baptist and Christian Distinctives with Matt Rollins

8/5 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast (Jim Dant will teach   
 a lesson in the Chapel for classes whose members will  
 need somewhere to go.)

8/12 Sunday School Open House (like a job fair, but for   
 people looking for a SS class; more information   
 to come)

8/19 Promotion Sunday (back in regular classrooms)

“Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” from Genesis 15:5

Did you know that:

• Baha’i is the 2nd largest faith in South Carolina?

• In Islamic tradition, Ishmael was the son of Abraham who was almost sacrificed, 
not Isaac?

• Buddhism emphasizes meditation and mindfulness rather than worship?

• The number 108 is holy in Hinduism and is the ratio of the diameter of the sun to 
that of the Earth?

• Jesus was Jewish? 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour, and let’s hear from and 
learn about our brothers and sisters together.
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

June 25-July 1 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
July 1-8 

Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
6/17-7/1 Host IHN (Interfaith Hospitality  
  Network) Guests
6/23-29 High School Mission Trip to  
  Washington, D.C.
6/24 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor)
7/1 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
7/2 9:00am-7:30pm Youth to   
 Carowinds 
7/4,7,8 AYMC Closed
7/4 Church Offices Closed in   
 Observance of Independence Day
7/8 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
 School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
  Adam Nitti, Guest Musician
 11:30am Summer Music Lunch  
 and Concert (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00pm Master Class with Adam  
 Nitti (Fellowship Hall)
7/10-13 Camp Prism for Children      
  (Finished Grades 3-5)
7/11 9:00am-2:00pm Youth Mission  
 Possible, Lunch Club and Bible  
 Study (AYMC)
7/13 8:00pm-12:30am All Youth Big  
 Game Night (AYMC)

Financial Needs as of 6/23
$1,250,000

Receipts of 6/22
$1,174,155

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 6/25/18

Hospitals
St. Francis Downtown: Polly Gaskin

Discharged
Darrell Corder, Gwen Smith, Jean Evans, 
Nancy Sanders, Bella Davis,  
Norma Higgins

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 

supper, will resume on September 5.

Need a Ride to the 
Doctor’s Office?

The Medical Appointment Transportation 
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from 
medical appointments. Requests made 
a week in advance will be appreciated.  
Those in need of this service may call 
Committee Chair Mary Rankin at  
630-2894.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, is 
excited to announce that he is accepting 
students for the fall. Shelton offers 
private instruction in piano and organ 
at the church and teaches all ages and 
skill levels. To reserve a spot for the fall 
semester, contact Shelton at shelton.
love@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live, 
online, and may be viewed from anywhere 
on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and you will be also be notified 
when that event goes live. It’s an easy way 
to participate in worship if you cannot be 
here in person, and to share our services 
with others. The links to services are easily 
copied and shared with friends via email, 
text or social media. The video remains 
available online up to 90 days after the 
service.

— Bootie

Sing and Sip
June 27, 7:00pm

It is a wonderful time to ‘try out’ the 
Sanctuary Choir. Join us for a brief 
rehearsal followed by a time of fellowship.
Sing: David and Vivian Hamilton’s home— 
104 Newkirk Way, Travelers Rest
Sip: Danette Patterson’s home—  
108 Wild Geese Way, Travelers Rest


