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This past Thursday evening, the 
Greenville Chamber of Commerce and 
the Riley Institute of Furman University 
in partnership with the Spartanburg 
Chamber of Commerce held their 
Upstate Diversity Leadership Awards 
Banquet. This annual event celebrates 
individuals and organizations for their 
efforts in promoting diversity and 
inclusion in the Upstate. I was honored 
and humbled to receive the Calder 
D. Ehrmann Outstanding Individual 
Award this year. I am grateful to 
those who nominated me, but as I’ve 
previously stated, this hardly seems an 
individual award. Whatever I’ve done 
to promote diversity and inclusion in 
this area, I’ve done in cooperation 
with First Baptist. The depth of your 
love and the breadth of your welcome 
have allowed me to be the minister 
and community servant I am. We 
have labored together in contexts 
that others often avoid: respect for 
faith expressions, friendship beyond 
racial differences and the welcome 
of all gender identities and sexual 
orientations. We are learning to see 
every human being as inherently 
irreducible in worth because they are 
created in the image of God. We are 
all brothers and sisters in this family 
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of humanity. Our influence in the area 
of diversity has reached from east 
coast to west coast, from the North 
American continent to the African 
continent. It’s hardly an individual 
award.

While the reach of our church is 
broad, what we do locally is of deep 
importance, so just a reminder: 
Saturday, June 2, is our scheduled 
Demonstration of Unity Walk and 
Cookout with Springfield Baptist 
Church. We will meet at Grace Church 
(the old First Baptist campus on 
McBee) at 10:00am, grab a photo opp, 
walk a ½ mile route to Springfield’s 
campus, enjoy some great fellowship 
and food, and listen to the music of 
Cappuccino Funk. If you don’t want 
to make the walk, drive straight 
to Springfield Baptist Church and 
meet us at 10:30am. Parking will be 
available on the church grounds, as 
well as, at the Publix/Staples parking 
lot. The only thing you ‘have’ to bring 
is yourself. There will be seating, for 
200 – bring your own seating if you 
like. Each family is encouraged to 
bring a dessert to share. All other food 
and drinks are provided. There will 
be inflatables for the children, corn 
hole for the older children and maybe 
even a Bingo game! It’s going to be a 
great day of unity between Springfield 
Baptist and First Baptist. I’ll see you 
there.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

June 3, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Second Sunday after Pentecost
Baptism

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Scripture: Mark 2:23-3:6

Sermon: No Pain, No Gain
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Soloist: Logan Campbell
Anthem: “Now Let Us All Praise God 

and Sing” — YOUNG

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are 

given by Duane Spradlin and family 
in memory of his parents, Ethel and 

Wendell Spradlin.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: June 17  

From the Organist...
The message that Christ came to deliver 
to the world is one of grace. Sometimes, 

it is so easy to get caught up in the 
procedures and motions that we forget 

that at the heart of our faith is God’s 
grace. When Jesus healed a man on the 

Sabbath, the religious leaders were beside 
themselves. They could not see past the 
legalism and law of their religious beliefs 

to the bigger picture. We must never forget 
that God’s grace is greater than the law, 
and it is extended to us unconditionally. 

Read more at The Organist’s Blog 
(firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organists-

blog/).  
— Shelton

Reminders
June 2, 10:00am 

Unity Walk and Cookout with Springfield Baptist Church 
Meet on Steps of Grace Church Downtown for Photo Op 

Walk to Springfield Baptist for Food and Fun 
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First Baptist Greenville (FBG) has a long history of engaging the ministry 
of theological education and training. Multiple ministers throughout 
this country – and some abroad – have benefited from internships and 
other ministry opportunities afforded by FBG. The needs of students 
and the contexts of ministries have changed through the years. FBG 
has responded to these changing needs by shifting the structure of our 
internship opportunities. One such change is the addition of a Pastoral 
Resident.

Today’s seminary students need an experiential bridge between their 
classroom education and their first pastoral placement. FBG is offering 
a two-year residency to such students. Our resident has graduated from 
seminary, will serve at FBG for two years, will actively engage and lead 
in the areas of worship, pastoral care and administration, and at the end 
of two years, be assisted in entering a Senior Minister position. They 
will work for a predetermined stipend/benefits and may not be hired by 
FBG at the end of their residency. Now, we’d like you to meet our first 
Pastoral Resident, Dylan Rigg.

First Baptist Welcomes Pastoral Resident
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Dear First Baptist Church of Greenville,

In a short time, my wife, Hannah, and I will join the family of God that gathers at 847 Cleveland Street – 
known as First Baptist Church of Greenville. Over the past several weeks we have been anticipating this 
day with a sense of excitement for what lies ahead. We will be moving to Greenville from Waco, TX, where 
we have lived the past three years while pursuing our graduate degrees at Baylor University. Hannah 
received her Masters in Social Work, and I received my Master of Divinity. With graduate degrees finally 
in hand, Hannah will be working as the regional coordinator for SC Thrive, and I will be serving you as the 
Pastoral Resident. Our move to Greenville will bring us closer to our hometown of Birmingham, AL, where 
our big and getting bigger families live. Even so, as we have begun packing boxes to move from Waco, 
we have realized this is a bittersweet moment. Over the past three years, Waco has become not just a 
place, but a place that is home. Similarly, we have come to know the people of Waco not just as people, 
but as friends. Though this move is bittersweet, I know what lies ahead is not just a move to Greenville, 
SC, but it is an opportunity that God has given us to come to know a people and a place. As I serve as 
your Pastoral Resident over the next two years, I’m sure many unexpected and unforeseen things will 
take place, but I do expect that I will come to know this place that God has brought Hannah and me to 
not just as a place, but as home. I expect that I will come to know you not just as people, but as friends 
– maybe even family. I hope you will be able to say the some about us. While getting to know you, I will 
have the immense blessing to care for you as one of your ministers, to preach and teach, to listen to you 
and learn from you, to pray for you and with you, to walk alongside you in various seasons of life, and to 
make mistakes and ask for your forgiveness. I will serve you in all the small and large ways that present 
themselves and seek to do so with diligence and grace. I am grateful for this privilege to minister to you 
and be a pastor to you over the next couple of years because I know that in doing so, I will see God in 
each of you and among all of you in all sorts of ways. On that note, I better get back to packing some 
boxes. 

Gratefully, 

Dylan Rigg
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It’s a tradition and a great excuse to clean out some closets and bookshelves! During the month of June, the 
church will again be collecting books for The Really Good, Really Big, Really Cheap Book Sale. This annual 
book sale, Greenville Literacy Association’s largest fundraising event, will be held August 10-12 at McAlister 
Square. Proceeds from the sale directly support their mission to “enrich our community by increasing the 
literacy and employability of our citizens.”

For a list of acceptable items, visit http://www.
greenvilleliteracy.org/resources/donation-
information

Please place books in the collection bins around 
the church building or drop them off directly at 
Greenville Literacy.

For more information on how to volunteer 
with or support Greenville Literacy, visit www.
greenvilleliteracy.org or call 467-3456.

— Lindsay Waldrop, Missions Committee

June Focus on Missions
GREENVILLE LITERACY ASSOCIATION

Happy Birthday!
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS OF OUR CONGREGATION CELEBRATING 
BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE WHO ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO BE WITH US IN WORSHIP:

June 11 
Delores Bingham 
Magnolia Place  
Room # 131-B 

35 Southpointe Drive 
Greenville, SC 29607

June 16 
Marilyn Nelson (93) 

Carillon Assisted Living 
3851 Howard Gap Road 

Hendersonville, NC 
28792

June Winterbottom 
29 N. Avondale Drive 
Greenville, SC 29609

June 22 
Hoke Black 

213 McDaniel Avenue 
Greenville, SC 29601

June 23 
Betsy Bob Miles (93) 

Arbor Terrace at 
Crabapple 

12200 Crabapple Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30004

June 26 
Joan Hagood-Norris 

219 Barrett Drive 
Mauldin, SC 29662

June 29 
Beth Jefford (91) 

560 Westbury Circle 
Spartanburg, SC 29301

Celebrate the Anniversary of the End of WWI and Enjoy Attractions Along the Way

Contact Shanda LaForge at shanda.laforge@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext. 111 for more 
information or to make reservations.

Roadrunners Hit the Road
JUNE 4-5, OVERNIGHT TRIP TO PALL MALL, TN

http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org/resources/donation-information
http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org/resources/donation-information
http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org/resources/donation-information
http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org
http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

May 28-June 3 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
June 4-10 

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
6/2 10:00am Demonstration of  
  Unity Walk and Cookout with  
  Springfield Baptist Church – Meet  
  at Grace Church
6/3 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/4-5 Roadrunners to Pall Mall, TN
6/7-11 High School Senior Trip to St.  
 Simons Island, GA
6/10 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/10-11 VBS Blast for Children
6/10-13 5:30pm VBS for Preschool  
  Children
6/11-15 CBF General Assembly   
 (Dallas, TX)
6/12-15 9:00am-Noon Children’s  
  Missions Week for Grades 1-2
6/13 9:00am-2:00pm Mission Possible  
  for Youth
6/17 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Communion
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/17-7/1 Host IHN (Interfaith Hospitality  
 Network) Guests

Financial Needs as of 5/26
$1,050,000

Receipts of 5/25
$1,004,185

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 5/29/18

Hospitals
As of 5/29, there are no hospitalized 
church members of whom we are 
aware.

Rehab
NHC-Greenville: Jo Ann Leaphart
Spring Park Assisted Living of Travelers 
Rest: Freddie Jameson

Discharged
Newt Stall, Donna Lemons

Sympathy to…
…Tammy Dantin and family in the death 
of her uncle.
...the family of Dixie McAdams.

Congratulations to…
...Elizabeth and Wes Paul on the birth of 
a daughter, Mills Louise Paul, on  
May 16, 2018. Mills’s grandparents in 
our church are Jimmy and Peggy Paul. 

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 

supper, will resume on September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, is 
excited to announce that he is accepting 
students for the fall. Shelton offers 
private instruction in piano and organ 
at the church and teaches all ages and 
skill levels. To reserve a spot for the fall 
semester, contact Shelton at shelton.
love@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Additional Graduate

Anne Langdon Elrod  
College of Charleston  

BA in Spanish Literature and minor  
in Political Science

Need a Ride to the Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from medical appointments. Requests made a week in 
advance will be appreciated.  Those in need of this service may call Committee Chair 
Mary Rankin at 630-2894.

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live, 
online, and may be viewed from anywhere 
on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and will be also be notified when 
that event goes live. It’s an easy way to 
participate in worship if you cannot be 
there in person, and to also share our 
services with others. The links to services 
are easily copied and shared with friends 
via email, text or social media. The video 
remains available online up to 90 days 
after the service.

— Bootie

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

