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Isolation and insulation are common 
practices among many churches 
today. In an effort to protect their 
understanding of faith, congregations 
huddle and posture themselves in 
white-steepled, red-bricked buildings 
against the world outside. Sermons 
and songs validate a prescribed 
perspective. All who disagree (but 
typically aren’t in the room) are 
judged, labeled or at best, prayed for. 
Then comes Pentecost. Pentecost is 
the day that throws the church into the 
world. Those ‘gathered’ in Acts 2 were 
scattered into the eclectic context of 
the first century. They recognized and 
celebrated the Spirit of God in gentiles, 
soldiers, prisoners, Ethiopians and 
more. They bore witness to God’s love 
and witnessed the breadth of God’s 
work in the world.

This past Sunday was Pentecost 
Sunday. We blessed graduates, 
commissioned mission and mentoring 
teams, consecrated new Stephen 
Ministers and committed our energies 
to the Tutu Desk project. We 
watched First Baptist move into the 
world. In days prior, we had already 
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welcomed the month of Ramadan 
with our Muslim neighbors; committed 
ourselves to helping sponsor the local 
Jewish film festival; met with Habitat 
for Humanity to discuss an interfaith 
build supported jointly by the Jewish, 
Muslim, and Roman Catholic Church 
communities along with our church; 
purchased tickets to the annual Greek 
Festival; and gathered our monthly 
LGBTQ support group. We are not 
afraid to step into our present culture 
and context. We do not fear the image 
of God in others or the voice of God 
from others. We are not afraid to 
model the life of Christ – God stepping 
into the world with love.  

Our farthest reach into the world 
this week is the Tutu desk project. 
Each desk is $20. We plan to gift the 
complete student body of one Sub-
Saharan African school with desks 
– about $20,000. If 1,000 members of 
First Baptist give just $20 each, we’re 
there! Some of you, I know, can give 
more. (Make your gift online or at the 
church office.) Of course, in 2019, 
some of you will travel into the world 
– all the way to Africa – and present 
these desks to the children! Way more 
exciting than isolation and insulation. 
We welcome the season of Pentecost!

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

May 27, 2018
Trinity Sunday

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
Scripture: John 3:1-17

Sermon: Night Changes
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Sara Kathryn Coates

Anthem: “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus” – CALLAWAY

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are 

given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Catherine Ann Jeter by her 

children, her grandchildren and  
her husband.

If you would like to donate flowers 
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 

please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: June 17  

From the Organist...
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty—
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 
This Sunday we take time to focus 
on the mystery that is the Trinity. 

God, the creator and ruler of all, is 
holy and mighty, yet when we lost 

ourselves in sin, God showed mercy 
by becoming a human and paying the 
price of reconciliation. Now, the Spirit 
moves among us to sustain us. God 
is always present, and we remember 

that as we celebrate the blessed 
Trinity. Read more at The Organist’s 
Blog (firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/).  
— Shelton

Reminders
June 2, 10:00am 

Unity Walk and Cookout with Springfield Baptist Church 
Meet on Steps of Grace Church Downtown for Photo Op 

Walk to Springfield Baptist for Food and Fun
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“As an autonomous Baptist church, we value our heritage and the freedom it allows us to minister alongside other 
groups, both Christian and non-Christian.” — from our Mission Statement

Faith Voices of Greenville
A JOINT SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES
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We will have a brief interest meeting on Sunday, June 3, 
immediately following worship in the AYMC on the Terrace 
Level, for youth and their parents who are considering 
attending our 2019 High School Mission Trip to Puerto 
Rico. Youth who will have completed 9th–12th grade are 
eligible to attend this missions venture. Attending this 
meeting does not automatically commit you to the trip. 
We will discuss future events and meetings for the coming 
year and expectations of the trip participants.  

In September of 2017, Puerto Rico endured two of the 
most powerful hurricanes to ever hit the Caribbean. The 
hurricanes left devastation all over the island. Tragedy and 
heartache remained as the hurricanes departed. Our FBG 
Youth Family has made a commitment to Praying Pelican 
Mission to be one of the many teams of youth to respond 
to Puerto Rico. 

So why should your teenager consider this trip in Summer 
2019? 

Presenting opportunities for teenagers to encounter Jesus 
outside their normal context allows them to deepen their 
faith and broaden their perspectives. Mission trips are life-
changing events that have the ability to change the way 
teenagers interact with the world for the kingdom of God.

If you have not done so already, please a take moment to 
click the link below to complete a “Puerto Rico Interest 
Form” to receive information and details of our missions 
venture. We have limited space available for this trip, so 
please be timely in responding. 

Puerto Rico Interest Form: https://goo.gl/forms/
DNV8TttnOzAdESms2

— Mary Carol

High School Mission Trip to Puerto Rico Summer 2019 
Interest Meeting

9:15am Coffee and Fellowship 
9:30am Class Begins

6/3 An Introduction to Interfaith Dialogue with Reggie   
 Bruster, Greenville Interfaith Forum Board Chair

6/10 Buddhism with Bhikkhuni Sudinna, Carolina Buddhist  
 Vihara

6/17 Hinduism

6/24 Baha’i Basics with Frances and John Worthington,   
 Greenville Baha’i Center

7/1 Hope Class will present a wonderful visual tribute to   
 First Baptist

7/8 Unitarian Universalist with Jim Hennigan, Greenville   
 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

7/15 Islam with Mustafa Sange, Educator, Islamic Center of  
 Greenville

7/22 Judaism with Rabbi Mathew Marco, Congregation Beth  
 Israel

7/29 Baptist and Christian Distinctives with Matt Rollins

8/5 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast (Jim Dant will teach   
 a lesson in the Chapel for classes whose members will  
 need somewhere to go.)

8/12 Sunday School Open House (like a job fair, but for   
 people looking for a SS class; more information   
 to come)

8/19 Promotion Sunday (back in regular classrooms)

“Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” from Genesis 15:5

Did you know that:

Baha’i is the 2nd largest faith in South Carolina? 
In Islamic tradition, Ishmael was the son of Abraham who was almost 
sacrificed, not Isaac? 
Buddhism emphasizes meditation and mindfulness rather than worship? 
The number 108 is holy in Hinduism and is the ratio of the diameter of the sun 
to that of the Earth? 
Jesus was Jewish? 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour, and let’s hear from 
and learn about our brothers and sisters together.
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Pictured here are those college graduates who contributed pictures.

— Mary Carol

Congratulations, College Graduates!

Abigail Katelyn CroweTipton 
Furman University 

BA in Religion and Anthropology

Austin Cotesworth Rabon 
University of South Carolina 

BS Business Administration

Barrett Maddox  
Furman University 
BA Health Sciences

Carley Jennifer Towe  
Winthrop University  

BS Early Childhood Education

Caroline Hamilton 
Southern Methodist University 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theater Studies 
with emphasis in Directing

David Logan Campbell 
Furman University 

Bachelors of Music in Music Education

Grace Anne Flaspoehler 
Clemson University 
BA Political Science

Jacob William Wylie 
University of South Carolina 

Master of Music in Music Composition

Preston Hall 
College of Charleston 

BS Business Management

William Leon Dodson III 
University of South Carolina 

BA Broadcast Journalism

Wynne Morris 
Medical University of South Carolina 

Doctor of Medicine

Zach Girvin 
Clemson University 

BS Bioengineering
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

May 21-27 
Frank Smith  
268-3890 (h)

May 28-June 3 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
5/26-28 AYMC and Church Offices Closed
5/27 10:30am Trinity Sunday
  Matt Rollins, Proclaimer
 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Parlor) 
6/2 10:00am Demonstration of Unity  
 Walk and Cookout with Springfield  
 Baptist Church – Meet at Grace  
 Church
6/3 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am Youth Family Puerto  
  Rico Interest Meeting (AYMC  
  Terrace Level)
6/4-5 Roadrunners to Pall Mall, TN
6/7-11 High School Senior Trip to St.  
 Simons Island, GA
6/10 9:15am Joint Adult Sunday  
  School (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
6/10-11 VBS Blast for Children
6/10-15 5:30pm VBS for Preschool  
  Children
6/11-15 CBF General Assembly   
 (Dallas, TX)
6/12-15 9:00am-Noon Children’s 
Missions Week for Grades 1-2

Financial Needs as of 5/19
$1,000,000

Receipts of 5/18
$960,477

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Care List 
as of 5/21/18

Hospitals
As of 5/21, there are no hospitalized 
church members of whom we are 
aware.

Rehab
NHC-Greenville: Jo Ann Leaphart
Spring Park Assisted Living of Travelers 
Rest: Freddie Jameson

Discharged
 Julie Histon, Jo Ann Leaphart to NHC 
Greenville

Sympathy to…
…Barbara Gulley and family in the death 
of her stepmother.
…Freddie Foster and family in the death of 
her brother-in-law.
…Logan Campbell and family in the death 
of his great-grandmother.

Wednesday Supper
Wednesdays at First activities, including 

supper, will resume on September 5.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, is 
excited to announce that he is accepting 
students for the fall. Shelton offers 
private instruction in piano and organ 
at the church and teaches all ages and 
skill levels. To reserve a spot for the fall 
semester, contact Shelton at shelton.
love@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Final Push for Diapers 
and Wipes

First Baptist has sent in almost 4,100 
diapers and over 70 packs of wipes so far! 
Remember that larger sizes are in greatest 
need.

Need a Ride to the Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation Committee, a part of Ministry to Families, 
offers rides for members to and from medical appointments. Requests made a week in 
advance will be appreciated.  Those in need of this service may call Committee Chair 
Mary Rankin at 630-2894.

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our 
worship services are broadcast live, 
online, and may be viewed from anywhere 
on the planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking 
the “follow” button, you will be notified 
with a link whenever we create a new 
event, and will be also be notified when 
that event goes live. It’s an easy way to 
participate in worship if you cannot be 
there in person, and to also share our 
services with others. The links to services 
are easily copied and shared with friends 
via email, text or social media. The video 
remains available online up to 90 days 
after the service.

— Bootie

https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc

