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Rustlings

Sunday,
May 13, 2018

BY JIM DANT

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Ascension Sunday

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Baptism
Communion

Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: Acts 1:15-26

Sermon: The Hard Work of the Church
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Ensemble: Vocare

Anthem: “O Colored Earth”
– HEITZEG; “Ubi Caritas” – DURUFLE

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given
in loving memory of Susan Collins and
Paxson MacDonald and their parents,
Ed and Sara Collins, by Sally Dunn,
Ellen White, Suzanne Kilborne, Lisa
Hood, Ed Collins Jr., Sara Johnston and
Richard Hardaway.
If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. Next available
date: May 27

From the Organist...
A hymn of glory let us sing; new songs
throughout the world shall ring. Christ,
by a road before untrod, ascendeth
to the throne of God. This Thursday
is known throughout Christendom as
Ascension Day. The day commemorates
the ascension of Christ at the end of his
earthly ministry. Before he left the earth,
Jesus gave us the Great Commission,
a command to spread his message
of love to the world. This is the work
which we, the church, are called to
do. Read more at The Organist’s Blog
(firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-organistsblog/).

— Shelton

Ministry is a marathon not a sprint.
We recognize the slow work of
God in the life of individuals and
the church. While instantaneous
conversions have occurred in the
lives of the Apostle Paul and a few
other saints, most of us move slowly
through the corridor of change and
growth, so ministry is a marathon.
We run beside you, walk beside you,
crawl beside you (or sometimes just
sit beside you) while you and God’s
Spirit set the pace. Because we
are moving with multiple people at
the same time – not to mention the
institutional church as a whole – we
rarely get to ‘clock out.’ The end of
your crisis is typically the beginning
of someone else’s. Celebrations and
surgeries and dips and losses and
challenges all overlap from day to
day, week to week and year to year.
I cannot remember a day of vacation
that was void of a call from you, a call
to you or a thought of you. Ministry
is a marathon. Add to all this the
complexities of our own personal
journeys. As marathoners know,
when clipping through 26.1 miles of a
course, you have to have some rest
stops – a place to get food, water and
a momentary change of pace to rest
the muscles.

Your ministers will be taking some
rest stops over the next couple of
years. These extended professional
leaves – sabbaticals – are provided
in our personnel policies to insure our
full-time, ordained employees do not
burn out…tire out…fizzle out. We are
allowed (some might say required) to
request four weeks of leave after four
years of service to refill the reservoirs
that have been depleted. Kendra
Plating, one of our pastoral care
ministers, will be taking sabbatical
May 14-June 10, 2018. She will
begin with a 4-day ‘silent retreat,’
and end her sabbatical reflecting
on her personal spiritual journey
and more fully engaging her family.
I will be on sabbatical during the
month of October. Dr. John Pierce –
Executive Editor of Nurturing Faith
and preacher par excellence – will be
your proclaimer during these weeks.
Matt Rollins who ministers in the area
of Spiritual Formation and Outreach
and Kyle Matthews who serves as
our primary pastoral care minister will
both take sabbaticals in 2019.
Ministry is a marathon…a wonderful
marathon. It’s time for some rest
stops. Thank you for insuring that we
are hydrated, nourished and cared
for on the journey…
— Jim

Reminders
May 15, 8:00pm
First Night of Ramadan Dinner
Fellowship Hall
http://atlanticinstitutesc.org/index.php/interfaith2/ramadan/2018-04-12-17-45-02/ramadanpublic-dinners-2018

AFFILIATIONS

Alliance of Baptists 2018 Annual Gathering
IN DAYTON,OHIO

At this year’s Annual Gathering, I was challenged, I was
renewed, and I found community. I was challenged to think
and see in new ways. The theme of the weekend was Earth:
Beloved Community, and we looked at how stories are
inseparable from the land and regions in which they occurred.
From the Garden of Eden to the Cedars of Lebanon to Flint,
Michigan, we explored stories of how nature and empire
intertwine. In a workshop on white supremacy, I was spurred
to think on a smaller scale and realize that “big things are
made out of little things, and little things matter.” Like starlings
in a flock, our small movements and choices can have big
impacts. I found renewal in being able to leave behind the
everyday tensions of home and work and simply spend
the weekend learning, praying, singing, listening, laughing,
worshiping and chatting with friends. I found community with
my fellow Baptists. Whether it was in the Baptist Beer Garden
held in the church’s courtyard, in the lunchtime community
groups, or simply in the free time between events, I met new
friends and reconnected with old ones. Like kids leaving

summer camp, we all said goodbye with “See you next year!”
We all fervently meant that “see you next year” because the
next Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering will be at Calvary
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. - the church where our
very own Sally Sarratt and Maria Swearingen began copastoring last year. If you’re looking to be challenged, to be
renewed and to find community, go ahead and mark your
calendar for April 26-28 for next year’s Annual Gathering. See
you next year!
— Jennifer
Read the 2017 Annual Report online at https://
allianceofbaptists.org/assets/uploads/Alliance-of-BaptistAnnual-Report-Web.pdf, or look at the copy at the Front Desk.
Watch worship services from the Annual Gathering on
the Alliance of Baptists Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/AllianceBaptists/

MISSIONS

You Are Invited to a Feast
Many of you have already made your reservation for the First Night of Ramadan Feast on May 15 at 8:00 p.m. in our Fellowship
Hall. If you haven’t yet, I hope you will consider making a reservation to be part of this enjoyable and educational opportunity to
get to know our Muslim neighbors.
You can read more about the event below and can RSVP here: http://atlanticinstitutesc.org/index.php/interfaith2/
ramadan/2018-04-12-17-45-02/ramadan-public-dinners-2018
A word from the Atlantic Institute about the event:
During the month of Ramadan, Muslims fast by abstaining from
consuming food and water while the sun is out. Iftar – or fast breaking
– dinners take place each night once the sun sets. The tradition of
Ramadan is important to those who practice it in faith, but it is also a
great opportunity to share this tradition with friends over delicious foods
and through lively conversation. It is a truly special time when people of
all backgrounds can come together and share in the Iftar experience,
learning about different cultures and faiths in the process.
Atlantic Institute organizes dinners for the public to enjoy delicious food
as well as learn about Ramadan. The evening starts at 8 pm and consists
of a presentation on what Ramadan is, followed by a Q&A session
and listening to the Call to Prayer. Dinner is served when the sun sets
(around 8:30).
— Laura

A Demonstration of Unity

In recent years, we have deliberately attempted to cut a different path. Radical hospitality has guided our story. The
inclusion of all people in the work and worship life of the church has been our goal. We don’t always get it right, but we
are trying. A part of our effort is our ongoing relationship with Springfield Baptist Church. This year – on Saturday, June 2
– we will join our friends from Springfield for a Demonstration of Unity March from the old First Baptist Church (currently
Grace Church) to the Springfield Baptist Church campus (approximated ½ mile). We will gather at our old home place
for a photograph at 10:00 am, walk together to Springfield, and there enjoy a BBQ event filled with food, fellowship,
inflatables for the children, cornhole for the ‘adult children’ and a performance by Cappuccino Funk. The luncheon foods
are provided. Just bring yourself and a dessert to be shared.
Our present cultural context is still struggling with a great racial divide. This is a grand opportunity for us to demonstrate
unity. To walk together, eat together, play together, dance together, enjoy conversation, and model for our children the
idea of reflecting the kingdom of God rather than reflecting the worst of our culture. Please make plans to attend.
— Jim

New Member Orientation
SUNDAY, MAY 13, 9:00AM | CARPENTER CHAPEL
New Members,
Many of you have already attended a New Member Breakfast, gone on a tour with
me, visited Sunday School classes, skimmed through our New Member Booklet and
taken steps to become involved in one or more of the many mission and ministry
opportunities throughout the year. However, some of you might still sense a bubble or
barrier preventing you from getting involved, or perhaps you might still be unaware of
their entry points. Maybe you are aware of how to get involved, but you are looking for
a more intentional theological overview and discussion of the church’s role and mission
in the community and your place in it. If this is the case for you, I encourage you to
attend our next New Member Orientation on Sunday, May 13th. This is not required,
of course, and there will be no breakfast provided (plenty of coffee, though!), but this
could be a very valuable learning opportunity for you as your faith journey continues
here at First Baptist. Here is the orientation schedule:
9:00am - “Popping the Bubble” and going from your place of worship to your place of
service
9:30am - “Protecting our Children” screening for those who wish to be approved to
volunteer with or around children and youth
9:30am - “Tour of Sunday School classes” for everyone else, walking down some adult
education halls to see some classes “in action”
— Matt

CHURCH LIFE

As Baptists, we can claim very little moral high ground when it comes to the issue of racism. Just decades ago, our
forefathers owned slaves; we segregated freed slaves in our sanctuaries; during the volatile years of desegregation, we
barred African-Americans from entering our sanctuaries and have since lived in the murky, subtle, systemic waters of
white privilege. We aren’t perfect, but at First Baptist Greenville, we aren’t all bad. During those same years, being drawn
(maybe dragged) by conscience and the Holy Spirit, we blessed and supported the formation of Springfield Baptist
Church, ordained a black man to the gospel ministry, and rescinded earlier decisions to prohibit African-American
worshipers. In many ways, we reflected our cultural context. In retrospect, we wish the church could have better
reflected the kingdom of God instead.

Wednesdays at First activities, including
supper, will resume on September 5.

CUBA 2019!
¡NOS ACOMPAÑEN!

LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 5/5
$900,000
Receipts of 4/23
$816,939

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends
May 6-13
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
May 14-20
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

as of 5/7/18
Hospitals

Greenville Memorial: Michael Craig

Rehab

Rolling Green: Ben Turner

NHC-Greenville: “Jennie” Taylor

Spring Park Assisted Living of Travelers
Rest: Freddie Jameson

Discharged

Barbara Watson (from rehab), Newt Stall,
Michael Stogner, Ann-Grayson Good

Sympathy to…
…the family of Vara Graham.
…Gary Harris and family in the death of
his aunt.
…Marijane Rhinebold and family in the
death of her brother.

Congratulations to…
…Erin and Todd Hutchison on the birth of
a daughter, Penelope Doris Hutchison, on
April 30, in Mainesville, Ohio. Penelope’s
older brother is Desmond, and her
grandparents in our church are K.C. and
Pam Spengeman.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).
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Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, is
excited to announce that he is accepting
students for the fall. Shelton offers
private instruction in piano and organ
at the church and teaches all ages and
skill levels. To reserve a spot for the fall
semester, contact Shelton at shelton.
love@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Lessons Available

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

First Baptist Greenville has partnered with
the Fraternity of Cuban Baptist Churches
(FIBAC) since 1996, a connection
facilitated by the Alliance of Baptists. In
2006, our church became partners with
the Iglesia Bautista del Camino (Baptist
Church of the Way) in Guanajay, Cuba,
near Havana. We are in the beginning
stages of planning our next visit to Cuba.
Tentative dates are
February 11-18, 2019. If you would like
to attend the interest meeting in June,
please contact Laura Stout at laura.stout@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or Anne Garner
at anne.garner@att.net by May 15.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

5/8
10:00am-3:00pm Holy Rollers
		 to Produce Shed and Café at
		 Strawberry Hill
5/13 9:00am New Member Orientation
		 (Carpenter Chapel)
9:30am Protecting Our Children
		(E-317)
10:30am Communion
		Baptism
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
5/15 8:00pm
Atlantic Institute First
		 Night of Ramadan Dinner –
		 Reservations required 		
		 (Fellowship Hall)
5/16 8:00am
Roadrunners to Swan
		 Lake Iris Gardens
5/19 9:30am-12:30pm SEE: Symbols of
		 Our Faith (Parlor)
5/20 9:00-10:15am
Youth Fellowship
		 Breakfast to Honor Graduates
		 and Families
10:30am Pentecost
		Baptism
		 Graduate Recognition
		 Commissioning: Stephen 		
		 Ministry, Missions Activities, YMT
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
11:30am Lunch for High 		
		 School Graduates and Their
		 Families (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!
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Introducing...
Denise Martin, 831 Cleveland St.,
Greenville 29601, joined
FBG during worship
on Sunday, April 29, by
statement of previous
profession of faith and
baptism.
Debbie Willingham, 606 Dove Terrace,
Greenville 29605, joined FBG privately on
Sunday, May 6, by statement of previous
profession of faith and baptism.
Lee Deitz, PO Box 1744,
Greenville 29602, joined
FBG during worship
on Sunday, May 6, by
statement of previous
profession of faith and
baptism.
Walter Lundy, 330 Crandall
Way, Spartanburg 29301,
joined FBG during worship
on Sunday, May 6, by
profession of faith and
requesting baptism.

