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There are only 239 more days until 
Christmas – just thought I’d give you 
a heads up. It came to mind because 
I am sitting in an Alliance of Baptists 
meeting. The Alliance of Baptists (AOB) 
is one of our three mission affiliates 
along with the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship (CBF) and the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina 
(CBFSC). All three of these entities 
benefit from our annual Lula Whilden 
Offering for World Missions. The 
CBFSC focuses most of its attention 
on mission needs within our state. The 
national CBF is committed to ministry 
focused on the ‘least served’ persons 
throughout our nation and world. The 
AOB – where I am today and on whose 
board I currently serve – is an advocate 
for justice and justice education 
throughout the world. The AOB is the 
Baptist conscience of a sort. 

Why did this remind me of Christmas? 
Is it because we collect our Lula 
Whilden offering near Christmas each 
year? No. Perhaps it is because the 
AOB shares so many gifts with the 
world? True…but no. It is because this 
gathering looks like the Island of Misfit 
Toys (a reference only understood 
by fans of Rudolf the Red-Nosed 
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Reindeer). Baptists at their best have 
always looked like misfits. We didn’t 
quite fit the persona of the original 
Protestants – believing our baptismal 
candidates should be a little older and 
get a little wetter. We pushed against 
the practices of the early colonists – 
not conforming to traditional worship 
practices but actually preaching in 
the streets if the Spirit moved us. 
We fought for the rights of marginal 
faiths. We even testified in civil courts 
for the rights of Mormons, Unitarian 
Universalists and Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
We knew that a restriction on anyone’s 
religious freedom was a restriction on 
everyone’s. I would venture to say we 
are at our worst as Baptists when we 
start looking like everyone else. The 
Southern Baptist Convention embraced 
a theological and political conservatism 
that demands uniformity. Other 
Baptists have become so liturgical 
you can barely distinguish them from 
Anglicans or Presbyterians (although 
real Anglicans and Presbyterians know 
the difference). The truth is, we are at 
our best when we are our own messy 
selves.

So this week at AOB, I gathered 
with Baptists who are black, white, 
straight, gay, conservative, liberal 
and all points in between. We made 
further commitments to our work on 
environmental care, racial justice and 
several other issues that misfits like to 
tackle. We are Baptists.

— Jim

WORSHIP
Sunday,  

May 6, 2018
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Scripture: John 15:9-17
Sermon: Things I Need You to Know

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Ensemble: Junior Choir

Anthem: “If Ye Love Me” – WILBY 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are 

given in loving memory of Max and 
Nancy Whatley by their children and 

grandchildren.
If you would like to donate flowers 

to adorn our Sanctuary for worship, 
please contact Kimberly Coates 
at 233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Next available date: May 27 

From the Organist...
By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments  

(1 John 5:2). It never ceases to amaze 
me that God loves me unconditionally. 
The ultimate example of that love is in 
Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross. God so 
desires to have a personal relationship 
with each of us that he was willing to 
offer up himself to bear the weight of 
humanity’s sin. The hymn My Jesus, I 
Love Thee is a prayer of thankfulness 

and love for that sacrifice and a 
commitment to love Christ throughout 
eternity. Read more at The Organist’s 
Blog (firstbaptistgreenville.com/the-

organists-blog/).  
— Shelton

Reminders
May 6, 6:00pm 

Livingston Taylor, Dinner and Concert 
Benefit for Youth Ministry/ 

Puerto Rico Rebuild 
Fellowship Hall 

www.firstbaptistgreenville.com/livtaylor

May 15, 8:00pm 
First Night of Ramadan Dinner 

Fellowship Hall 
http://atlanticinstitutesc.org/index.php/

interfaith2/ramadan/2018-04-12-17-45-02/
ramadan-public-dinners-2018
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Clean diapers are essential for the health and 
wellness of young children. Babies left in soiled 
diapers experience developmental delays, behavioral 
issues, and health concerns like persistent diaper 
rashes and UTIs. Inadequate diaper supply also 
impacts a family’s financial security. If families must 
take advantage of childcare to be able to work or 
go to school, they must provide an adequate daily 
diaper supply for child care providers. No diapers, 
no childcare. No childcare, no work. No government 
assistance is available to low-income families for 
diapers and diapering supplies.

Diaper Bank of the Carolinas (DBC) is Greenville’s 
only dedicated diaper bank. DBC collects diapers—
and donations with which to purchase diapers—and 
partners with over a dozen area human and social 
service agencies and organizations to distribute 
those diapers to families living in or near poverty.  
DBC is an 11-year old, all-volunteer organization 

funded entirely by private donations, diaper drives 
and fundraisers. DBC was founded by a pediatric 
home-health nurse who realized during her home 
visits that there is an incredible unmet need for 
diaper assistance across Greenville County. Many 
low-wealth families, even with working parents, 
simply cannot afford the $100+ per month required to 
adequately diaper an infant or young child.  

In 2017, DBC collected over 132,000 diapers to 
distribute to Greenville families in need.  

For the month of May, First Baptist will continue to 
partner with DBC to collect diapers for those in need. 
The most needed sizes are 4, 5 & 6. Donations of 
packages of wipes are also appreciated. Collection 
bins will be placed throughout the church for drop-off 
of your items.

— Becky Bouton and Lindsay Waldrop,  
Missions Committee

Focus on Missions
DBC

M
IS

SI
O

N
S

Nominations are being accepted for new trustees to serve on the nine-member First Baptist Church 
Foundation Board. The terms of three trustees will expire at the end of June. To maintain the regular rotation, 
three trustees should be appointed to serve for three years. The criteria for serving are as follows:

1. Must be a member of First Baptist Church

2. Enthusiastic dedication to the concept of permanent endowment to support missions and church causes

3. Experience in and dedication to mission and ministry work

4. Business experience including the making of financial decisions

All church members are invited to submit their nominations for these positions. Please give your nominations 
to Ben Mullinax, chair of the Diaconate, or Roy Janse, chair of the Foundation; bring them to the church 
office; or place them in the offering plate no later than the deadline listed below.

The chair of the Diaconate, with the approval of the Executive Committee of the Diaconate, will recommend a 
slate of trustees to the Diaconate and congregation for approval.

The trustees currently serving on the 2018 Foundation Board are: Elaine Barnhill, (2018), Pat Booker-Christy 
(2019), Bo Campbell (2020), Jim Childress (2019), Eleanor Dunlap (2019), Paul Goldsmith (2020) Roy Janse 
(2018), Brenda League (2018), and Oz Rogers (2020).

Trustee nominations are due no later than Sunday, May 6.
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This Sunday School series is for guests, visitors and brand new 
members who want a deeper look into the life of the church here 
at First Baptist Greenville. We will meet in the Clemons Conference 
Room, which is located on the Heritage Hallway, across the Rotunda 
stairwell (same level as the Sanctuary). Coffee will be available in 
the room at 9:15am, and we will begin at 9:30am. The schedule of 
classes is listed here. For more information about this class, contact 
me at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

— Matt

First Baptist 101 
A MAY SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES FOR NEWCOMERS

First Baptist Greenville is home to many published authors, and we are making a space in the Media Center 
to display their books. Our congregation is large, however, and there may be authors we don’t know about. 
Please let us know of any members who have written a book (or more) of whom you are aware. There is no 
need to tell us about Jim’s books – he reminds us enough himself…

Follow this link – https://goo.gl/forms/
c7bPa9Pwfe6HGg3o2  – and fill out the form. 
There is space for up to six book titles, but you 
may fill out the form more than once if you know 
of more than that. Thank you so very much for 
your help!

— Jennifer

Do You Know an Author at First Baptist Greenville?

May 6 
“The ‘B Word’ – Being Baptist at First Baptist Greenville” 

Matt Rollins

May 13 
“God at Work at First Baptist Greenville” 

Jim Dant

May 20 
“Small Groups and Participation at First Baptist Greenville” 

Matt Rollins

May 27 
“Serving, Volunteering and Joining at First Baptist Greenville” 

Matt Rollins

mailto:matt.rollins%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

April 30-May 6 
Matt Rollins  

346-0971 (m)
May 6-13 

Kyle Matthews  
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

For Your Calendar!
5/2 Spring’s Final Wednesdays at First  
 Activities
5/4 10:30am First Friday Lunch and  
  More (Fellowship Hall)
5/6 10:30am Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 11:30am-1:00pm Children’s  
  Ministries Event: Celebration  
  Lunch for 5th Graders and Their  
  Families (Fellowship Hall)
 1:00-3:00pm Children’s Ministries  
  Event: Walk to Downtown Ice  
  Cream Party
 6:00pm Livingston Taylor Dinner  
  and Concert to Benefit the Youth  
  Ministry/Puerto Rico Rebuild  
  (Fellowship Hall) – ticketed event
5/8 10:00am-3:00pm Holy Rollers  
  to Produce Shed and Café at  
  Strawberry Hill
5/13 9:00am New Member   
  Orientation
 9:30am Protecting Our Children  
  (E-317)
 10:30am Communion
  Baptism
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
5/15 8:00pm Atlantic Institute First  
  Night of Ramadan Dinner –  
  Reservations required (Fellowship  
  Hall)

Financial Needs as of 4/28
$850,000

Receipts of 4/23
$816,939

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar.

 3:00pm  Youth Hang Time and  
   Supper 
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving   
   Lines Open
 5:30-7:00pm  Children’s Missions  
   and Choirs 
 6:00pm  Youth Bible Study
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship
 7:00-8:30pm    Sanctuary Choir  
   Rehearsal

Care List 
as of 4/30/18

Hospitals
St. Francis: Michael Stogner 
Greenville Memorial: Vara Graham

Rehab:
Rolling Green: Ben Turner 
NHC-Greenville: “Jennie” Taylor 
Spring Park Assisted Living of 
Travelers Rest: Freddie Jameson 
Cascades Rehab: Barbara Watson

Discharged:
Michael Craig, Sarah Miller

Sympathy to…
…Don Waldrop and family in the death 
of his uncle. 

Introducing…
Ann-Grayson Good, 
33 Normandy 
Road, Greenville 
29615, joined FBG 
during worship on 
Sunday, April 15, by 
profession of faith 

and is scheduled to be baptized on 
Sunday, May 20. Ann-Grayson is in 
the 8th grade, and her parents are 
Carol Ann and Paul Good.

Wednesday Supper
This is our last Wednesdays at First for 

the Spring. Required reservations for the 
meal must be made by noon on Monday 
by visiting the church website or calling 
the church office. Serving lines are open 

4:45-6:00pm. 
Menu 
May 2 

Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Broccoli 
Casserole, Pineapple Casserole,  

Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert 
Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip, 

Fresh Fruit, Cookies

CUBA 2019! 
¡NOS ACOMPAÑEN!

First Baptist Greenville has partnered 
with the Fraternity of Cuban Baptist 
Churches (FIBAC) since 1996, a 
connection facilitated by the Alliance 
of Baptists. In 2006, our church 
became partners with the Iglesia 
Bautista del Camino (Baptist Church 
of the Way) in Guanajay, Cuba, near 
Havana. We are in the beginning 
stages of planning our next visit to 
Cuba. Tentative dates are  
February 11-18, 2019. If you would 
like to attend the interest meeting in 
June, please contact Laura Stout at 
laura.stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
or Anne Garner at anne.garner@att.
net by May 15.

Lessons Available
Our organist, Shelton Ridge Love, 
is excited to announce that he is 
accepting students for the fall. 
Shelton offers private instruction in 
piano and organ at the church and 
teaches all ages and skill levels. To 
reserve a spot for the fall semester, 
contact Shelton at shelton.love@
firstbaptistgreenville.com
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