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WORSHIP

Rustlings

Sunday,
February 18, 2018

BY JIM DANT

10:30am in the Sanctuary
Black History, Black Future
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Guest Voice: Dr. Scott Porter,
Surgeon and Chair of Diversity for
Greenville Health System
Scripture: Mark 1:9-15
Sermon: Prerequisites to
Proclaiming
Anthem: “My God Is So High”
– HOGAN
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Soloist: Priscilla Harris, Soprano
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying
glasses available for all worship services.

Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to donate flowers
to adorn our Sanctuary for worship,
please contact Kimberly Coates at
233-2527 ext. 128 or kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. The next
available date is February 18.

From the Organist...

Love. That is the Christian mission.
Jesus himself told us as much, yet
we so often forget to simply love.
Our world is riddled with people who
would rather judge, criticize and hate.
Sometimes a world where love reigns
and all is peace seems impossible.
It is easy to want to give up, but this
Sunday, the offertory song is one that
keeps the spark of hope ignited. “We
Shall Overcome” is a song that has
long been associated with the Civil
Rights movement. The words to this
song continue to provide a beacon in a
world that is still so full of darkness.
Read more at The Organist’s Blog
(firstbaptistgreenville.com/theorganists-blog/).
— Shelton

Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s
Day this year. Don’t let that unnerve
you. Easter falls on April Fool’s Day
this year. I’m still letting that one sink
in. With the serendipitous mixing and
meshing of holidays and holy days,
I’m certain churches will find ways
to creatively highlight and celebrate
this Holy Season of Lent and Easter.
We certainly will at First Baptist
Greenville.
This Wednesday, February 14, we
will celebrate Ash Wednesday and
enter the holy season of Lent. Our
midweek meal, mission and music
activities will be held as scheduled...
except...at 6:15pm we will all gather
in the Sanctuary for the Service of
the Imposition of Ashes. Much of
the evening will be familiar. We will
read scriptures of confession, pray
prayers of confession, acknowledge
in sermon and litany the finite nature
of our existence and, of course,
receive ashes on our hands or
foreheads. One element/focus of the
service will be different, however. You
will not be encouraged to ‘give up’
something during this Lenten season.

Traditionally, we spend these sacred
days before Holy Week and Easter
in the mode of self-discipline. We
turn our gaze inward and struggle
with some particular character defect
in our lives. We ‘delete’ something
from our lives in order to train and
rein-in our drives and desires. Not
this year. (I think I hear a corporate
sigh of relief.) Rather than the typical
self-focus of Lenten discipline –
rather than deleting something from
our lives, we will be ‘other focused’
this Lenten season and challenge
ourselves to ‘add’ something to
someone else’s life.
During our Ash Wednesday Service
on February 14, you will be given a
gift and challenged to share it with
someone else. You will be challenged
to use the gift to better the life of
someone in need. You can do this
anytime before Easter Sunday.
Once you’ve ‘added a blessing’ to
someone’s life, we want you to write
about the experience on a provided
index card. These will posted on
the bulletin board outside my office.
Our Lenten season will be a season
of adding to the lives of others, not
deleting things from our own lives.
This will be an Ash Wednesday like
no other...and a Lenten Season like
no other. Don’t miss it!
— Jim

Reminders
Ash Wednesday Service
February 14
6:15pm in the Sanctuary
Jim Dant, Proclaimer
Tom Joiner, Violinist
Sara Kathryn Coates,
Vocalist

Christian Couples’ Seminar:
Church Retreat
Created for Connection
March 2-4, 2018
February 23-24
Unmasking God
Kathy Chamlee and Andy
Joy Yee, Retreat Leader
Johnston, Facilitators
https://firstbaptistgreenville.
https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/churchwide-retreat/
com/createdforconnection/

YOUTH-COLLEGE

Youth Winter Retreat 2018
“YOU BE U”
We played games, we laughed, and we definitely
skied! Fun times and special memories were had by
all! On Friday evening after some high energy games,
Annie Deaton and Peyton Mills led our youth in a short
devotion based on Mark 1:16-20. Following our theme
of “You Be U,” they reminded our youth to not judge
from outward appearances and first impressions.
Our Youth Family provides special friendships and
community to all who are part of our group, as was
their experience when they were part of this Youth
Family. All are welcome and invited to join our Youth
Family and will be accepted for who they are. They
encouraged our youth to have patience and love one
another as we learn together, and to support one
another in our own individual faith journeys.

College Winter Retreat 2018
A TIME TO REST, RENEW, AND CHALLENGE OUR MINDS.

Our college students had a restful weekend away in the mountains! They were offered intentional time with
their church community to stop their busy schedules, relax with friends, and renew their mind, body and spirit.
Eric Coleman led us in a mini retreat based on the Enneagram. It was a perfect combination of fellowship and
a lot of laughter! I am grateful for our college students’ commitment to our church and our larger community.
— Mary Carol

OUTREACH

Visitor Open House and Lunch
Guests and visitors, we want to get to know you!
We also want you to get to know us. You are invited
to gather with us for a time of casual conversation
and learning each other’s stories in our Fellowship
Hall immediately following worship on Sunday,
February 18. This will help you meet some of our
staff, and it will also help us learn how to assist you
as you consider making us your church family. After
a wonderful lunch, there will be a brief presentation

followed by plenty of time for questions and an
optional tour of the church for those who are
interested. Children are welcome! RSVP at matt.
rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com or call
864-233-2527 ext. 144.
We hope to see you then!
— Matt and the Outreach Committee

The 2018 Lenten Booklet contains fourteen
meditations: one for Ash Wednesday, one for each of
the five Sundays in Lent, and one for the seven days
in Holy Week beginning on Palm Sunday and ending
with Easter. Each meditation is accompanied by a
Gospel passage from the lectionary for this Lenten
season. The meditations will cover the theme for this
year, Images of Grace. Some of the authors write on
images of grace they observed while on pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, while other authors speak from
their roles as members of the Spiritual Formation
committee. The booklets will be available this
Wednesday, February 14, after our Ash Wednesday
service in the Sanctuary, since this is where we start
our personal Lenten journeys as a group, asking for

corporate forgiveness and seeking to grow closer
to God. (You don’t have to wait until Wednesday to
get your booklet. Download your copy today on the
church website: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com.
On behalf of the Spiritual Formation Committee and
the designer of this booklet, Eric Coleman, we hope
these Lenten meditations, along with the wonderful
artwork that was contributed by our Visual Arts
Team, stir within you a desire to more easily see
and embody images of grace that are all around
God’s kingdom as we continue on our individual and
communal faith journeys. All are invited. See you
Wednesday.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Lenten Booklets

— Matt Rollins and Kay Hardage, Spiritual Formation
Committee Chair

Hello First Baptist Greenville!

On the fence about registering? Not sure what Operation Inasmuch is all about?
Operation Inasmuch 2018 is a wonderful half-day of service occurring rain or shine on March 17. We gathered
some insightful experiences from participants about their Operation Inasmuch service from years past.
“Last year we helped paint two rooms at Triune Mercy
Center. It was wonderful to see the rooms come to life
with new a new coat of paint. They were so excited
to have us there, and it was a great team effort with
adults and kids of all ages participating. Triune serves
an important role in ministering to the homeless in
the Greenville community. Our work really made a
difference in helping with the upkeep of their building.”
— Charmaine Fuller

“Last year, I lead a team that worked with the city
of Greenville and Genesis Homes to accomplish a
neighborhood restoration project in the Overbrook
Historic District. We served three homes by providing
a fresh coat of paint to the front exterior of the home
and assisted the homeowners by cleaning debris and
stains from their walkway and drive via pressure washing.
Everyone enjoyed investing a day in service and meeting
new friends in this historic neighborhood.”
— Eric Coleman

“Operation Inasmuch was a great opportunity to work with organizations that are doing meaningful work in
Greenville. We spent the day painting houses for Genesis Homes. I enjoyed supporting that organization, the
homeowners and getting to know fellow church members that I had not yet met. I’m looking forward to OIAM 2018!”
— Nina Hallissy

We hope that you will join us on March 17, 2018, to live out our worship through service. Even though
the examples above happen to be painting projects, don’t worry if painting’s not your thing... we have a
variety of projects from which to choose for all ages and interests! So stop what you are doing right now
and register at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/oiam2018/.
— Walt and Sara Herbert, Operation Inasmuch Chairs

MISSIONS

Registration is now open for Operation Inasmuch 2018 at http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/oiam2018/! Take
advantage of Early Registration now through February 25.  

February 12-18
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)
February 19-25
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

Care List

as of 2/12/18
Hospitals
As of February 12, there are no hospitalized
church members of whom we are aware.
Returned Home: Mike Horne to McCall
Hospice House, Amy Paul Carr, Tony
Alexander

Sympathy to…
…Adele Freeman and family in the death of
her mother.
…Becky Rollins and family in the death of
her aunt.

Introducing…
Candace and Todd Livingston,
925 Cleveland Street, #100, Greenville
29601, joined FBG during worship on
Sunday, February 4.
Candace joined by
transfer of letter from
another Baptist church,
and Todd joined by
profession of faith.
Candace is employed
with Anderson University, and Todd is a
freelance writer, film and television producer.
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THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

On Call Nights and Weekends

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar.
3:00pm		 Youth Hang Time and
			Supper
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving 		
			 Lines Open
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Missions
			 and Choirs
6:00pm
Youth Bible Study
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir
			 Rehearsal

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Pastoral Care

February 21
Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes
with Gravy, Green Beans, Spinach Salad,
Butter Biscuits, Dessert
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots,
Veggies and Dip, Fruit, Cookies

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Financial Needs as of 2/10
$300,000
Receipts of 2/8
$276,556

Menu

February 14
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, Broccoli
Casserole, Pineapple Casserole,
Layered Salad, Yeast Rolls, Dessert
Kids: Mac and Cheese, Veggies and Dip,
Fresh Fruit, Cookies

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Required reservations for the meal must
be made by noon on Monday by visiting
the church website or calling the church
office. Serving lines are open 4:45-6:00pm.

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

2/13 7:30am-5:00pm Holy Rollers to
		 Asheville Outlet Mall
2/14 Wednesdays at First Activities
6:15pm
Ash Wednesday Service
		(Sanctuary)
2/18 10:30am First Sunday in Lent
		Communion
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 Scott Porter, Guest
11:30am Lunch for Visitors
		 (Fellowship Hall)
2/21 Wednesdays at First Activities
2/23-24 Christian Couples’ Seminar:
Created for Connection
2/25 10:30am Second Sunday in Lent
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
		 Loretta Holloway, Soloist
5:00pm
LGBTQ & Friends
		 Support Group (Parlor)
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth
2/28 Wednesdays at First Activities
3/2-4 Church Retreat
3/4
10:30am Third Sunday in Lent
		 No Sunday School
		 – Worship Only (Fellowship Hall)
		 no childcare

Wednesday Supper

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

For Your Calendar!

No. 7

Need a Ride to the
Doctor’s Office?
The Medical Appointment Transportation
Committee, a part of Ministry to Families,
offers rides for members to and from
medical appointments. Requests
made a week in advance will be
appreciated. Those in need of this service
may call Committee Chair Mary Rankin at
630-2894.

Follow us on Livestream!
If you are not already aware, all of our
worship services are broadcast live, online,
and may be viewed from anywhere on the
planet using this link:
https://livestream.com/fbcgreenvillesc
Also, by going to that page and clicking the
“follow” button, you will be notified with a
link whenever we create a new event, and
will be also be notified when that event goes
live. It’s an easy way to participate in worship
if you cannot be there in person, and to also
share our services with others. The links to
services are easily copied and shared with
friends via email, text or social media. The
video remains available online up to 90 days
after the service.
— Bootie

